
BEGINNINGS 
From the beginning life is hard in Southern Africa. 

Black mothers struggle to bring up their children in conditions of poverty and 
deprivation. Many are effectively single parents-their husbands are away 
working as migrant labourers. 

To provide for their children many women must work, even before their 
babies are weaned. Other black women work as nannies and servants looking 
after white children-while their own infants are looked after by relatives or 
friends, often far away in the rural reserves. 

Poverty means malnutrition, deficiency diseases, infections and hunger. South 
Africa is a rich agricultural food-exporting country, yet its black children 
starve. 

World Health Organisation estimates suggest that only half the babies born 
in African reserve areas in South Africa reach the age of five. 

1 Mother and child in a rural reserve 

2 Citrus farm worker in Rhodesia 

3 Black nannies in a Johannesburg park 

Photographer unknown 

Photo Abisag Tu/Iman 

Photo Tony McGrath 

4 Family on a plantation in Natal owned by a Briti"sh company 
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5 Child victims of malnutrition Photographer unknown 
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SCHOOL 
Education for whites in Southern Africa is compulsory and free. For Africans it 
is neither. 

In 1969/70 the South African government spent R282 on each white 
schoolchild and R17 on each African schoolchild. The Smith regime spends 
more than ten times as much on each white child's education as on each 
African child's. 

Many African children never get to school at all. Of those who do, half drop 
out before completing five years' learning. Barely 12% reach secondary school. 

In all three countries-South Africa, Rhodesia and Namibia-there are separate 
schools for each racial group: Africans, Indians, Coloureds and Whites. 

ln Rhodesia 60% of African children fail to reach the end of primary school. 
Even so, classes are vastly overcrowded and teaching conditions and equip
ment poor. 

The gross discrepancy in educational provision between black and white 
children ln Southern Africa has a far-reaching political significance-it keeps 
black people in the inferior position intended for them in apartheid society. 

6 A primary school run by a mission 

7 Primary school 

8 Primary school 

9 Primary school 

10 School near Umtata, Transkei 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA-
THE IMPRISONED SOCIETY 
White-dominated Southern Africa comprises three countries: Namibia 
(formerly South West Africa), Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) and South Africa. With 
a total population of over 30 million people, these countries share the same 
fate-they are ruled by the white minorities which established their dominance 
in the colonial period. There are 4 · 2 million whites in South Africa, less than 
¼ million in Rhodesia, and fewer still in Namibia. Yet they have a monopoly 
of political power and economic privilege. 

Buttressed by a network of discriminatory laws and practices, the racist 
white minorities deny the legitimate aspirations of the African peoples. 
Unwilling to share power or suffer competition, these minorities have sought 
to frustrate every attempt of the oppressed black people to win their freedom 
and independence. Southern Africa has thus become a veritable prison in 
which the racist regimes are the warders and the blacks the prisoners. For the 
blacks, restrictions on freedom begin at birth. From then on the education, 
employment, residence and movement of every black individual is regulated by 
the white authorities. Cheap black labour is the foundation of white wealth 
and prosperity and of the profits of overseas investors. A system so unjust and 
exploitative can only be maintained by constant repression. Racialism has 
never been so rigid, so brutal, so comprehensive as in Southern Africa. At the 
heart of this prison is the apartheid regime of South Africa, which as recent 
events have shown, is not only a tyranny to its own subjects, but a threat to 
the peace and stability of Africa. -

Yet, the .prisoners have never been content to remain prisoners. Led by their 
liberation movements, they have for many years sought their emancipation by 
peaceful means, and in addition, in recent years, through armed struggle. 
This exhibition portrays the lives, the hopes and the struggles of the prisoners. 
80 pictures-many of them, perforce, taken clandestinely-illustrate the 
realities of Southern Africa. It has been compiled and published by the 
International Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa as part of its work to 
keep the conscience of the world alive to the issues at stake. Additional sets 
of the exhibition, as well as many pamphlets and other publications containing 
information about Southern Africa can be obtained from I.D.A.F., 104, 
Newgate Street, London E.C.1. 



RURAL UPBRINGING 
Many African children in Southern Africa are brought up in the reserves, 
cared for by relatives while their fathers and mothers work in the cities. 

Others live with their parents who are labourers on white-owned farms. 

From an early age black children in the country areas are expected to work; 
white employers pay them little or nothing. Boys tend sheep and cattle; girls 
wash, carry, clean and cook; both dig and hoe and help to harvest crops. 
Schooling is hard to get; too few schools, fees to pay, books and uniforms to 
buy. 

For those who succeed in obtaining education, there are few opportunities on 
leaving school outside subsistence agriculture or low paid farm work. These 
children have little hope of escape to a better life. 

11 Weenen resettlement area Photo John Seymour 

12 Children in a reserve Photo Tony McGrath 

13 Child labour on a potato farm in the Transvaal Photo John Seymour 

14 Child labour on a farm Photographer unknown 



URBAN LIFE 
Southern Africa has some of the world's most modern cities-for whites. 
Blacks ·are ~onfined to slums, ghettoes and shanty towns on the outskirts, 
all overcrowded and lacking basic services. 

In Soweto, the satellite African city outside Johannesburg, live a million 
people in 100,000. 'match box' homes. In nearby Alexandra Township 
Africans live in single-sex hostels, huge prison- like barracks where husbands 
or wives, children and pets are prohibited. 

Africans, Indians and Coloureds are all confined to separate racial areas in the 
towns and cities. Under the Group Areas Act many thousands of Indian 
and Coloured families have been removed from their homes to make way for 
white property developers and white residents. 

15 Soweto 

16 Urban living conditions, South. Africa 

17 Urban living conditions, Rhodesia 

18 An Indian family in Natal 
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19 A Coloured family evicted under'the Group Areas Act. 
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RESETTLEMENT 
\Under the South African government's policy of forcible segregation thousands 
'.of Africans have been unwillingly removed from their homes and dumped in 
:barren areas in the reserves and 'resettlement camps'. 
! 

!Here they must try to restart their lives on the bleak veld, in corrugated iron 
huts and wooden shacks, far from anywhere. Food, water, firewood-every
thing has to be fetched. 

The people sent to these places are described as 'superfluous appendages' 
whose labour is not required in white South Africa. They are the young, the 
old, the women and the sick-those least equipped to live in such harsh 
conditions. 

Unwanted Africans in Namibia are also removed from the towns and dumped 
in the open country. In addition, those living in the northern border area are 
being forcibly cleared out to make way for a military operational zone. 

In Rhodesia over half a million Africans in the north east of the country have 
been compelled to move into 'protected villages', surrounded by high wire 
fencing illuminated at night by floodlights, and patrolled by armed security 
guards. The 'protected villages' are a key element in the Smith regime's war 
against the African liberation movement; for the people forced to live inside 
them, they mean the loss of homes, fields, livestock, privacy and community. 

20 Damaraland reserve in Namibia 

21 A resettlement area in South Africa 

22 In a resettlement camp 

23 Old man in a reserve 

24 'Superfluous appendages· 

25 Old woman in llin~e transit camp 
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FARM LABOUR 
Africans working on farms in Southern Africa are one of the most exploited 
sections of the black labour force. Black workers on South African fruit farms, 
growing Outspan oranges and Cape apples, can earn as little as R5 a month. 
White workers on the farms earn 20 times as much. 

The black-white wage gap on farms in Rhodesia and Namibia is much the 
same. Black agricultural workers have little prospect of improving their pay 
or conditions, since in most cases they may not leave the land nor join or form 
trade unions. 

In South Africa convict labour is used on white farms, drawn from 'farm jails' 
partly paid for by the farmers. 

26 A sugar plantation worker in Rhodesia 

27 On a sugar plantation in Rhodesia 

28 On a sugar plantation in Rhodesia 

29 On a sugar plantation in Natal 
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THE MINES 
Mining is the mainstay of the white Southern African economy, yet it depends 
on a continuous supply of black workers. 

ln South Africa 90% of mineworkers are African, carrying out heavy manual 
tasks deep underground in hot and dangerous conditions. They work six days 
a week for up to a year at a time, without holidays. 

White miners are a privileged group. For less dangerous and difficult work 
they earn high wages, which between 1973 and 1975 increased by four times 
more than the black wages. In addition they live in their own homes, while 
black miners are contract workers, housed in closed compounds, separated 
by hundreds of miles from their families. 

Africans from neighbouring countries-Lesotho, Botswana, Malawi, Mozam
bique-come to work in the South African and Rhodesian mines in the absence 
o_f employment at home. 

This inflow ties white Southern Africa's neighbours tightly in to the industrial 
nexus of apartheid. While the white-controlled economy profits from this 
labour supply, the neighbouring countries are kept in a state of economic 
dependence. 

30 Goldmine workers in the Transvaal 

31 Underground working conditions 
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32 Black mineworkers are numbered and referred to by number 

33 Black mineworkers are regularly searched 

34 Mineworkers compound 

35 Living conditions in a compound 
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36 Mine compounds are enclosed by barbed-wire fences 
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37 Workers read about the killing of 12 miners by police at the Western Deep 
Level Goldmine, Carletonville, 1973 Photographer unknown 



INDUSTRY AND WORIZERS 
' South Africa's wealth is the product of black labour. Africans, Coloureds and 
Indians together form 81.6% of the economically active population. They 
supply 91 % of the workers in agriculture, 90% in mining and 76% in manufac
turing industry. 

White workers monopolise the skilled trades and professions, encouraging 
European immigration rather than training blacks and thereby facing competi
tion or integration in industry and commerce. Blacks provide the backbone 
of the the country's economy but are kept in a position of weakness by low 
wages and restrictive legislation. 

African trade unions are treated as if illegal. They may not negotiate on behalf 
of their members, organisers are harassed and banned, offices are raided; 
strikers are dismissed, sent to enforced unemployment in the reserves, and 
often fined or imprisoned. 

Throughout Southern Africa black workers are poor in the midst of plenty. As 
economic wealth increases, they are becoming relatively poorer: in all sectors 
the white-black wage gap is widening. 

38 The vast majority of blacks are confined to unskilled work 
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39 White foreman with black workers Photographer unknown 

40 The white foreman is paid many times the black worker's wage 
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41 Black workers building a railway in Namibia Photo Peter Fraenkel 



MIGRATORY LABOUR 
In South Africa official policy allows Africans into the cities and other 'white' 
areas (87% of the country) only insofar as they serve the economic needs of 
the whites. The 'black' areas, formerly called Native Reserves, now 'Bantu 
Homelands', which comprise only 13% of the land, are allocated to the 17 
million Africans, who comprise three-quarters of the total population. 

Though more live outside than within the reserves, Africans are driven to 
return there frequently through the application of the pass laws and labour 
recruiting regulations. It is the aim of the apartheid planners to turn all black 
workers into migrant labourers, without rights in the white areas where their 
labour is needed. 

A comprehensive network of legislation and a vast bureaucracy of officials 
exist to prevent Africans worker from acquiring permanent settlement in the 
cities. 

Migrant labour, whether forced or voluntary, is the pattern throughout 
Southern Africa. It tears apart millions of African families, separates parents 
and children, destroys marriages and has profoundly disrupted all African 
communities, in town and country. 

42 A 'Native Reserve' in Namibia 

43 Migrant workers in Namibia 

44 A migrant worker's family 
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'''PETTY'' APARTHEID 
Apartheid in South Africa and Namibia decrees that the four main racial groups 
shall be kept separate. So public facilities are segregated: railway stations, 

: trains and buses, libraries, theatres, galleries and museums; restaurants, cafes 
ar:id toilets; sports facilities, beaches and other recreational provisions. 
Faciliti es for blacks are not merely separate from those for whites, but are 
invariably of inferior quality. A similar, though less rigid, segregation operates 
in Rhodesia. 

As a result of Mr. Vorster's 'detente' policy, a few much-publicised relaxations 
have been made in South Africa and Namibia affecting some parks, a few 
theatres, and some hotels which (like South Africa's main airport) have been 
given special 'international' status so that apartheid can, for diplomati c and 
propaganda reasons, be suspended. 

These cosmetic gestures are of little interest to the people who suffer under 
apartheid and have been rejected by the liberation movements. " The changes 
we seek in South Africa are not encompassed by being able to share a park 
bench with a white man, or to be allowed to enter an all-white theatre. We 
demand a fundamental transformation whereby, in our country, we shall have 
the same right of self-determination which free Africa has won for itself ". 

(Oliver R. Tambo, Acting President-General African National Congress 
of South Africa) 

45 A segregated pedestrian bridge in Cape Town Photo Camera Press 

46 Separate facilities are imposed on all racial groups 

47 An entrance sign to a black area 

48 The best beaches are reserved for whites 
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POLICE AND REPRESSION 
Arrest and imprisonment are common experiences in the lives of black people 

• in Southern Africa. In South Africa, 221 people out of every 10,000 are in 
prison at any one time- most of them blacks imprisoned under the pass laws. 
(In Britain the corresponding figure is 7 per 10,000, in West Germany, 8). The 
police are often callous, treating Africans without respect or restraint, and 
even with brutality. 

Assisted by a network of agents and informers, the police ruthlessly suppress 
black political activity. Under the detention laws, notably the Terrorism Act, 
thousands of people have been detained for long periods without trial; 
interrogation of them includes torture. In Rhodesia, there are over 1,000 
political prisoners. Torture is rife there too. Throughout Southern Africa many 
of the leading figures in the liberation struggle have been imprisoned for long 
periods; others have been driven into exile. 

Large, well-equipped security forces are maintained throughout Southern 
Africa in defence of white supremacy. Every year, the money spent by 
apartheid's rulers on new and more lethal defence measures increases. South 
Africa, which now possesses the potential to become a major nuclear power, 
allocates one fifth of its government spending to the police, prison and defence 
forces. In Rhodesia, where a continuous State of Emergency has been in 
force since the regime's illegal declaration of independence in 1965, all white, 
Asian and Coloured men between the ages of 18 and 38 are liable to compul
sory military service. In South Africa too, military training is compulsory for 
white men, and most able-bodied whites are drawn into some form of (semi)
military organisation. 

Armed police are called out during strikes and boycotts as well as at political 
meetings and demonstrations. They are authorised to use tear gas, dogs and 
baton charges, and to fire into the crowd. South African policemen have been 
used as a paramilitary fighting force against African guerillas in Rhodesia, in 
support of the Smith regime's security forces. In September 1975, South 
African defence forces invaded Angola in an attempt to prevent a government 
sympathetic to the African liberation movements coming into power there. 
Through its actions, the apartheid regime has shown itself to be a threat to 
peace. 

49 These are the men who create the laws-Vorster and his Cabinet 
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50 South African police Photo Camera Press 

51 Police attacking demonstrators Photo Camera Press 

52 An arrest Photographer unknown 

53 Black police help to enforce white domination Photographer unknown 

54 Black police attacking demonstrators Photographer unknown 

55 Pass law offenders Photo Ernest Cole 



THE BADGE OF SLAVERY 
Every African in South Africa and Namibia over the age of 16 must carry a 
pass. lt bears his or her name, identity number, ethnic group, employer's name 
and address, and details of taxes and levies paid. Failure to produce the pass 
on demand, or possessing a pass which lacks any of the requisite stamps, is 1 

an offence. Over 2,000 Africans are arrested every day in South Africa under 
the Pass Laws. Most of them are fined or imprisoned for brief periods. Since 
January 1973, all adult Africans in Rhodesia have been required to carry a 
registration or identity certificate, and the regulations governing these have 
been progressively tightened up. 

Africans are the only racial group in South Africa required to carry passes ; 
other groups carry identity documents which do not have to be produced on 
demand. The Pass Laws, by controlling the movement of Africans at all times, 
are essentially a device for regulating the black labour supply to white farms, 
factories and homes. In search of 'idlers, vagrants and undesirables', the police 
stop Africans arbitrarily, check them in public places, and raid their homes at 
night. 

Passes are hated by the African people as a badge of slavery. Over the years, 
vigorous campaigns have been mounted to protest against them. 

56 A pass book Photograper unknown 

57 Peasant women protest against the issuing of passes to women; Zeerust 
Transvaal, 1957 Photographer unknown 

58 Pass burning demonstration, 1959 

59 Pass burning 
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60 A demonstration against the Pass Laws, Johannesburg City Hall steps, 
1960 Photographer unknown 



PROTEST AND RESISTANCE 
The resistance movement in Southern Africa goes back for many years, during 
which every conceivable avenue for promoting peaceful change has been 
exhaustively explored. In June 1952, the African National Congress of South 
Africa launched a 'Defiance Campaign' of peaceful protest against the unjust 
laws of apartheid. Other demonstrations and boycotts followed; in 1957, for 
example, Africans staged a four month boycott of local bus services in the 
Johannesburg township of Alexandra, in protest at an increase in fares. 

It was rapidly becoming clear, however, that the solidarity and determination 
of the black majority were instant targets for violence and repression. In 
June 1959, at least three Africans were killed in a police baton charge upon a 
women's demonstration at Cato Manor, Durban. The women were protesting 
at conditions in the townships-low wages, high crime rates, police raids, 
insecurity, slums without lighting or drainage. 

The culmination came in 1960, when 69 people in a peaceful demonstration 
at Sharpeville, called by the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC), were shot and 
killed by the police. 

61 A meeting to launch the Defiance Campaign Photographer unknown 

62 A meeting to encourage participation in the Defiance Campaign 
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63 Alexandra bus boycott meeting Photographer unknown 

64 Women's demonstration, Cato Manor, Durban Photographer unknown 

65 Police baton charge Cato Manor demonstration Photographer unknown 

66 Sharpeville Camera Press 
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1THE STRUGGLE GROWS 
White Southern Africa imprisons and silences those who dare to stand up for 

. a non-racial society. Many political prisoners, who include such internationally 
known leaders of the African liberation movements as Nelson Mandela of the 
ANC and Toivo Ja Toivo of SWAPO, have been jailed for life. In South Africa, 
there is no remission of sentence. 

, Despite continuing repression, defiance of the apartheid regime has spread in 
new directions. Students, both black and white, have been in the forefront 
of those protesting against government policies, police brutality and starvation 
wages. Black workers have over the last few years provided dramatic proof 
of their determination to fight for improved living and working conditions. In 
1973, over 67,000 African workers were involved in strike action in Durban 
alone. In the months that followed, industrial action was taken in work places 
throughout South Africa, involving African employees from many different 
industrial sectors. There can be no doubt that the militancy of the African 
majority will continue. 

67 Winnie Mandela leaving the Court after Nelson Mandela had been 
sentenced to life imprisonment Photo Camera Press 

68 Robben Island where Nelson Mandela and other black leaders are 
imprisoned Photographer unknown 

69 White student demonstration, Johannesburg 1972 
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70 Police action against white students in Cape Town, 1972 

71 Black workers strike in Natal 

72 Black workers strike in Natal 
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LIBERATION 
ln both Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) and Namibia, the liberation movements are 
engaged in armed struggle against the might of the white security forces. 
In South Africa, the liberation movements have been committed to the use of 
force (amongst other forms of struggle) since 1960-61. Their decision has 
been reached through a long series of frustrating failures to achieve any 
genuine advance for the African majority through constitutional means. For 
purposes of transit through Rhodesia to South Africa the African National 
Congress of South Africa founded a tactical alliance with the Zimbabwe 
African People's Union. They fought the combined Vorster-Smith forces in 
western Rhodesia in 1967 -68. 

In Rhodesia, the people have now suffered for more than a decade under the 
illegal rule of Ian Smith's regime. In 1972, the British Government tried for a 
third time to negotiate a ·settlement' with the white minority that would have 
left their powers and privileges virtually unscathed. The African people, in 
response to the approaches of the Pearce Commission, united under the 
African National Council in a clear and decisive 'NO' to the Settlement 
proposals. 

Since 1972, armed struggle against the Smith regime has intensified, The 
freedom-fighters have won the support of the people in the face of ruthless 
efforts by the white security forces to intimidate civilians. A big prop
aganda campaign purporting to illustrate the sadistic character of the 
guerrilla fighters is backed up by heavy penalties for any African suspected of 
assisting them. 

In Namibia too, the full force of South Africa's occupying army is being 
pitted against guerrillas of the liberation movement SWAPO. Since September 
1975, the situation in Angola has been used by the apartheid regime as a 
pretext for aggressive thrusts at guerrilla base camps across the northern 
Namibian border. Despite the enormous difficulty of operating in heavily 
patrolled areas, advances continue to be made by SWAPO. 

73 ANC (South Africa)-ZAPU military unit Photographer unknown 

74 Africans in Rhodesia reject British 'settlement' proposals with Smith 
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75 Massive demonstrations against a 'settlement' were organised throughout 
Rhodesia Photo Camera Press 

76 Official Rhodesian propaganda depicting dead 'terrorists' designed 
to dissuade the people from supporting guerrillas 
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77 A South African helicopter keeps surveillance over a village in Northern 
Namibia Photo Alan Hutchison Library 

78 SWAPO liberation forces 

79 The future belongs to them 
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