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ALLEGED INDIAN PENETRATION: 317, AVONDALE ROAD, 


DURBAN. 


On 28th November, 1941, a letter was addressed to the Town Clerk by the . 
Acjing Principal Immigation Officer (Province of Natal) requesting the sub
m'1;sion ""of a report on the working position of the Lawrence Committee and at 
the same time enquiring whether any purpose would be served in submitting a 
petition which had been received regarding alleged Indian penetration at 317, 

,Avondale Road, Durban, 
') 
: In view of the importance of the enquiry by the Acting Principal Immigration 

Officer and the implications ,involved in framing a reply, a meeting of the Co.uncil 's 


1representatives on the Lawrence Committee was convened to discuss the matter. 

, After careful consideration, it was decided to present the following recommendations 

• for consideration and adoption by the Council. 

Committee recommends

(a) That in reply to his enquiry whether any good purpose would be 
served by the su~ission to the Lawrence Committee of the petition received 
by him in respect of an alleged Indian penetration at 317, Avondale Road, Durban, 
the Principal Immigration Officer be i..."lformed that it is the opinion of the City 
Council that no good purpose would be served by so doing, for the reason that 

- the present inherent weaknesses in the Lawrence COITImittee's constitution make it 
. reaSonably certain that the Committee would be unable to achieve any result in 
the specific case in question. 

Adopted • 

(b) That in reply to his request for a report upon the present working 

position of the Lawrence Committee, the Principal Immigration Officer be informed 

that, in the opinion of the City Council, the Lawrence Committee will not be 

able to achieve any useful result in regulating or controlling the acquisition 

and/or occupation by Indians of property within predominantly ,European area" 
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in this City unless and until the weaknesses of the Committee's present constitution 
are eliminated and repaired, and it is made certain that it will receive timeous 
information of intended acquisitions and is given some powers in the matter over 
and above the powers of persuasion of its members, and 

Adopted. 

(c) That the Honourable the Minister of the Interior be informed of the 
resolutions set out above and be requested to give consideration to the advisability 
,of promoting legislation which will provide (with the necessary incidental pro
visions) that no alienation .of any interest in land in this City between parties 
of different races (excluding transactions involving natives) shall be valid unless 
the approval thereto of the Lawrence Committee by a suitable majority is first had 
and obtained. 

Adopted. 

R. ELLIS BROWN, 

" 9th December, 1941. Chairman. 

----. 
RESOLVED: 

That the report of the City Council representatives on the Lawrence Com
mittee be received. 

ALLEGED INDIAN PENETRATION: 317, AVONDALE ROAD, DURBAN : 

(At this stage of the proceedings Councillor Wanless (Deputy-Mayor) left 
the meeting). 

Councillor Mrs. Benson moved as an amendment, seconded by Councillor 
Kemp : 

"That this matter be referred back for further consideration and that 
if the joint Committee is still operating they be given an opportunity to 
discuss this matter jointly." 

Lost. 

The amendment was put to the meeting, and on division there voted: 

Ayes (7): Councillors Mrs. Benson, Farrell, Kemp, Mrs. May tom, Rainnie, 
Westgate and 'Wragge. 

Noes (10): Councillors Barns, Capell, Fyfe, Harris, Fleming Johnston, 
Pettersen, Major Raftery, Saunders, Shepstone and the Mayor (Councillor 
Ellis Brown). 

Amendment lost. 

Councillor Barns moved as an amendment, seconded by Councillor Farrell: 

"That the report of the Lawrence Coml1!ittee be receiv~ and referred 
to the General Purposes Committee for Standing Counsel 's opinion on 
the question of the legislation asked for." 

,. Lost. 

(At this stage of the proceedings Councillor Wanless (Deputy-Mayor) re

entered the meeting). 



" 

December 22nd, 1941. 472 

The amendment was put to the meeting, and on division there voted: 

Ayes (7): Councillors Barns, Mrs. Benson, Farrell, F~eming Johnston, Kemp, 
Mrs. May tom and vVestgate. 

Noes (11): Councillors Capell, Fyfe, Harris, Pettersen, Raftery, Rainnie. 
Saunders, Shepstone, Wanless (Deputy-Mayor), Wragge and the Mayor 
(Councillor Ellis Brown). 

Amendment lost: 

Councillor Fyfe moved as an amendment, seconded by Councillor Capell, 
subject to the Mayor ruling the amendment to be in order: 

"(a) That pending consideration of the final report of the Broome 
Commission by the Union Parliament the Lawrence Committee carryon 
and work to the terms of Reference which they have at present and deal 
with premises 317, Avondale Road, Durban. 

Lapsed. 

"(b) That the City Council recommend that all cases of sales bearing 
on Indian penetration in Indian and European areas since September, 
19-39, be suspended for the duration of the war." 

Ruled ou~ of Order. 

The Mayor ruled clause (b) of Councillor Fyfe's amendment to be out of 
order. 

Councillor Capell withdrew as seconder and the amendment consequently 
lapsed. 

(At this stage of the proceedings Councillors Shepstone and Wanless (Deputy
M.ayor) left the meeting). 

Committee's recommendation (a) - was then put and on division there voted: 

Ayes (8): Councillors Barns, Capell, Harris, Pettersen, Rainnie, _Saunders, 
Wragge and the Mayor (Councillor Ellis Brown). 

Noes (8): Councillors Mrs. Benson, Farrell, Fyfe, Fleming Johnston, Kemp, 
Mrs. May tom, Major Raftery and Westgate. 

The voting being equal (eight all), the Mayor gave his casting vote in 
favour of the Committee's recommendation. 

Committee's recommendation carried. 

(At this stage of the proceedings Councillor Fyfe left the meeting). 

Committee's recommendation (b) was put and on division there voted: 

Ayes (9): Councillors Barns, Capell, Harris, Fleming Johnston, Pettersen, 
Rainnie, Saunders, Wragge and the Mayor (Councillor Ellis Brown). 

Noes (6): Councillors Mrs. Benson, Farrell, Kemp, Mrs. May tom, Raftery 
and Westgate. 

Committee's recommendation carried. ' ..::~:T 
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Recommendation · (c) was put to the meeting and on division there voted:. 

Ayes (9): Councillors Capell, Harris, Fleming Johnston, Pettersen, Major 
Raftery, R8.innie, Saunders, Wragge and the M:ayor (Councillor Ellis 
Brown). 

Noes (6): Councillors Barns, Mrs. Benson, Farrell, Kemp, Mrs. Maytom and. 
Westgate. 

Committee's recommendation carried. 

l<.ESOLVED: 

That the recommendations contained in the Report of the City Council 
Representatives on the Lawrence Committee relating to Alleged Indian Penetration, 
317, -Avondale Road, be and they are hereby adopted. 

(At tbis stage of the proceedings Councillor Youngleson entered the meeting) . 


