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Rfricn in Revolution 
This Award could not be for me alone, noT for just 
South Africa, but for Africa as a whole. Africa 
presently is most deeply tom with strife and most bit
terly stricken with racial conflict. How strange then it 
is that a man of Africa should be here to receive an 
Award given for service to the cause of peace and 
brotherhood between men. There has been little 
peace in Africa in our time. From the northernmost 
end of our continent, where war has raged for seven 
years, to the center and to the south there are battles 
being fought out, some with arms, some without. In 
my own country, in the year 1960 for which this 
Award is given, there was a state of emergency for 
many months. At Shaipeville, a small village, in a 
single afternoon 69 people were shot dead and 180 
wounded by small arms fire; and in parts like the 
Transkei, a state of emergency is still continuing. 
Ours is a continent in revolution against oppression. 
And peace and revolution make uneasy bedfellows. 
There can he no peace until the forces of oppression 
are overthrown. 

Our continent has been carved up by the great 
powers; alien governments have been forced upon the 
African people by military conquest and by economic 
domination; strivings for nationhood and national 
dignity have been beaten down by force; traditional 
economics and ancient customs have been disrupted, 
and human skills and energy have been harnessed 
for the advantage of our conquerors. In these times 
there has been no peace; there could be no brother
hood between men. 

But now, the revolutionary stirrings of our continent 
are setting the past a.side. Our people everywhere 
from north to south of the continent are reclaiming 
their land, their right to participate in government, 
their dignity as men, their nationhood. Thus, in the 
turmoil of revolution, the basis for peace and brother
hood in Africa is being restored by the resurrection 
of national sove1·eignty and independence, of equality 
and the dignity of man. 

There is a paradox in the fact that Africa qualifies 
for such an Awai·d in its age of turmoil and revolu-
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tion. How great is the paradox and how much greater 
the honor that an Award in support of peace and the 
brotherhood of man should come to one who is a citi
zen of a country where the brotherhood of man is an 
illegal doctrine, outlawed, banned, censured, pro
scribed and prohibited; where to work, talk or cam
paign for the realization in fact and deed of the 

brotherhood of man is hazardous, punished with ban- - ·I· 
ishment, or confinement without trial, or imprison-
ment; where effective democratic channels to peace-
ful settlement of the race problem have never existed 
these 300 years; and where white minority power 
rests on the most heavily armed and equipped mili-
tary machine in Africa. This is South Africa. 

Even here, where white rule seems determined not 
to change its mind for the better, the spirit of Africa's 
militant struggle for liberty, equality and indepen
dence asserts itself. I, together with thousands of my 
countrymen, have in the course of the struggle for 
these ideals, been harassed, and imprisoned, but we 
are not deterred in our quest for a new age in which 
we shall live in pMce and in brotherhood. 

It is not necessary for me to speak at length about 
South Africa; its social system, its politics, its eco~ 
nomics and its laws have forced themselves on the 
attention of the world. It is a museum piece in our 
time, a hangover from the dark past of mankind, a 
relic of an age which everywhere else is dead or 
dying. Here the cult of race superiority and of white 
supremacy is worshipped like a god. Few white peo
ple escape corruption and many of their children 
learn to believe that white men are unquestionably 
superior, efficient clever, industrious and capable; 
that black men are, equally unquestionably, inferior, 
slothful, stupid, evil and clumsy. On the basis of the 



royt .., gy that "the lowest amongst them is higher 
the 1 the highest amongst us," it is claimed that white 
mf I build everything that is worthwhile in the coun
try;· its cities, its industries, its mines and its agricul
ture, and that they alone are thus fitted and entitled 
as of right to own and control these things, whilst 
black men are only temporary sojourners in these 
cities, fitted only for menial labour, and unfit to share 
political. power. The Prime Minister of South Africa, 
Dr Verwoerd, then Minister of Bantu Affairs, when 
explaining his government's policy on African educa
tion had this to say: "There is no place for him (the 
African) in the European community above the level 
of certain forms oflabour." 

There is little new in this mythology. Every part of 
Africa which has been subject to white conquest has, 
at one time or another, and in one guise or another, 
suffered from it, even in its virulent form of the slav
ery that obtained in Africa up to the 19th Century. 

Realitq of conditions in South Hfrica 
There is nothing new in South Africa's apartheid 
ideas, but South Africa is unique in this: the ideas 
not only survive in our modern age, but are stubborn
ly defended, extended and bolstered up by legislation 

' at the time when in the major part of the world they 
are now largely historical and are either being 
shamefacedly hidden behind concealing formula
tions, or are being steadily scrapped. These ideas 
survive in South Africa because those who sponsor 
them profit from them. They provide moral whitewash 
for the conditions which exist in the country: for the 

I fact that the country is ruled exclusively by a white 
government elected by an exclusively white elec
torate which is a privileged minority; for the fact that 
87 per cent of the land and all the best agricultural 
land within reach of town, market and railways is 
reserved for white ownership and occupation and 
now through the recent Group Areas legislation non
Whites are losing more land to white greed; for the 
fact that all skilled and highly-paid jobs are for 
whites only; for the fact that all universities of any 
academic merit are an exclusive preserve of whites; 
for the fact that the educalion of every white child 
costs about £64 p.a. whilst that of an African child 
costs about £9 p.a. and that of an Indian child or 
Coloured child costs about £20 p.a.; for the fact that 
white education is universal and compulsory up to 
the age of 16, whilst education for the non-white 
children is scarce and inadequate, and for the fact 
that almost one milliorl Africans a year are Rrrested 
and gaoled or fined for breaches of innumerable pass 
and permit laws which do not apply to whites. 

Thus i t is that the golden age of Africa's indepen
dence is also the dark age of South Africa's decline 
and retrogression, brought aboul by men who, when 
revolutionary changes that entrenched fundamental 
human rights were taking place in Europe, were 
closed in on the tip of South Africa - and so missed 
the wind of progressive change. 

Long tradition of struggle 
But beneath the surf ace there is a spirit of defiance. 
The people of South Africa have never been a docile 
lot, least of all the African people. We have a long 
tradition of stiuggle for our national rights, reaching 
back to the very beginnings of white settlement and 
conquest 300 years ago. 

Our history is one of opposition to domination, of 
protest and refusal to submit to tyranny. Consider 
some of our great names; the great warrior and nation 
builder Shaka, who welded tribes together into the 
Zulu nation from which l spring; Moshoeshoe, the 
statesman and nation-builder who fathered the 
Basuto nation and placed Basutoland beyond the 
reach of the claws of the South African whites; 
Hintsa of the Xhosas who chose death rather than 
surrender his territory to white invaders. All these 
and other royal names, as well as other great chief
tains, resisted manfully white intrusion. 

It may well be that South Africa's social system is a 
monument to racialism and race oppression, but its 
people are the living testimony to the unconquerable 
spirit of mankind. Down the years, against seemingly 
overwhelming odds, they have sought the goal of 
fuller life and liberty, striving with incredible deter
mination and fortitude for the right to live as men -
free men. 

Vision of non-racial democratic South Africa 
How easy it would have been in South Africa for the 
natural feelings of resentment at white domination to 
have been turned into feelings of hatred and a desire 
for revenge against the white community. Here, 
where every day in every aspect of life, every non
white comes up against the ubiquitous sign, 
"Europeans Only," and the equally ubiquitous 
policeman to enforce it - here it could well he 
expected that a racialism equal to that of their 
oppressors would flourish to counter the white arro
gance towards blacks. That it has not done so is no 
accident. It is because, deliberately and advisedly, 
African leadership for the past 50 years, with the 
inspiration of the African National Congress which I 
had the honom- to lead for the last decade or so until 
it was banned, had set itself steadfastly against racial 
vain-gloriousness. 

We knew that in so doing we passed up oppo1tuni
ties for easy demagogic appeal to the natural pas
sions of a people denied freedom and liberty; we dis
carded the chance of an easy and expedient emotion
al appeal. Our vision has always been that of a non
racial democratic South Africa which upholds the 
rights of all who live in our country to remain there 
us full citizens with equal rights and respom1ibilities 
with all. others. For the consummation of this ideal 
we have laboured unflinchingly. We shall continue to 
labour unflind,ingly. 

The true patriots of South Africa, for wl1om I speak, 
will be satisfied with nothing less than the fullP-st 



democratic rights. In government we will not be sat
isfied with anything less than direct individual adult 
,,11.f • . .-age and the right to stand for and be ele<:ted to 
aH organs of government. In economic maUers we 
will be satisfied with 11othing less than equality of 
opportunity in every sphere, and the enjoyment by all 
of those heritages which form the resources of the 
country which up to now have been appropriated on 
a racial "whites only" basis. In culture we will be 
satisfied with nothing less than the opening of all 
doors of learning to non-segregatory institutions on 
the sole criterion of ability. In the social sphere we 
will he sat.isfied with nothing less than the abolition 
of all racial bars. 

We do not demand these things for people of 
African descent alone. We demand them for all South 
Africa's, white and black. On these principles we are 
uncompromising. To compromise would he an expe
diency that is most treacherous to democracy, for in 
the tum of events the sweets of economic, political 
and social privileges that are a monopoly of only one 
section of a community tum som even in the mouths 
of those who eat them. Thus apartheid in practice is 
proving to be a monster created by Frankenstein. 
That is the tragedy of the South African scene. 

Courage that rises ruith danger 
In their fight for lasting values, there are many things 
that have sustained the spirit of the freedom-loving 
people of South Africa and those in the yet unre
deemed parts of Africa where the white man claims 
resolutely proprietary rights over democracy - a uni
versal heritage. High amongst them - the things that 
have sustained us, stand the magnificent support of 
the progressive people and governments throughout 
the world, amongst whom number the people and 
government of the country of which I am today guest; 
our brothers in Africa; especially in the Independent 
African States; organizations who share the outlook 
we embrace in countries scattered right across the 
face of the globe; the United Nations Organization 
jointly and some of its member-nations singly. In 
their defence of peace in the world through actively 
upholding the quality of man all these groups have 
reinforced our undying faith in the unassailable 
rightness and justness of our cause. To all of them I 
say: Alone we would have been weak. Our heartfelt 
appreciation of your acts of support of us, we cannot 
adequately express, nor can we ever forget; now or in 
the future when victory is behind us, and South 

Afric:a's freedom rests in the hands of all her people. 
We South Africans, however, equally understand 

that mueh as others might do for us, our freedom 
cannot come to us as a gifr from abroad. Our fret:dom 
we must make ourselves. All honest freedom-loving 
people have decJicat.ed themselves l.o that task. What 
we need is the courage that rises with danger. 

Whatever may be the future of our freedom efforts, 
our cause is the cause of the liberation of people who 
are denied freedom. Only on this basis can the peace 
of Africa and the world be firmly founded. Our cause 
is the cause of equality between nations and people. 
Only thus can the brotherhood of man be firmly 
estahlished. It is encouraging and elating to remind 
you that despite her humiliation and torment at the 
hands of white rule, the spirit of Africa in quest for 
freedom has been, generally, for peaceful means to 
the utmost. 

If I have dwelt at length on my country's race prob
lem, it is not as though other countries on our conti
nent do not labour under these problems, but 
because it is here in the Republic of South Africa 
that the race problem is most acute. Perhaps in no 
other country on the continent is white supremacy 
asserted with greater vigour and determination and a 
sense of righteousness. This places the opponents of 
apartheid in the front rank of those who fight white 
domination. 

In bringing my address to a close, let me invite 
Africa to cast her eyes beyond the past and to some 
extent the present with their woes and tribulations, 
trials and failures, and some successes, and see her-
self an emerging continent, bursting to freedom -
thAf~ug~ the shehll odf centunf h. es of flfise

1
rfdom. This his 

1 

1 ncas age - t e awn o er u J ment, yes, t e 
moment when she must grapple with destiny to reach 
the summits of sublimity saying - ours was a fight for 
noble values and worthy ends, and not for lands and 
the enslavement of man. Africa is a vital subject mat
ter in the world of today, a focal point of world inter
est and concern. Could it not be that history has 
delayed her rebirth for a purpose? The situation con
fronts her with inescapable challenges, but more 
importantly with opportunities for service to herself 
and mankind. She evades the challenges and 
neglects the opportunities to her shame, if not her 
doom. How she sees her destiny is a more vital and 
rewarding quest than bemoaning her past with its 
humiliations and sufferings. 




