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Central government holds the purse strings but province wants to make a deal 

IFP looking for leew~w 
JOHN SHERROCKS 

The lnkatha Freedom Party 
is hopeful that it will be 
able to negotiate with cen
tral government a degree of 

free rein in implementing its de
velopment plans for Kwa 
Zulu/Natal - plans which it fore
casts could double the province's 
industrial base within the next 15 
years. 

Enterprise-driven, this growth 
will be boosted by a range of in
C1!nlives which the IFP believes 
aJUld attract PWV-based compan
ies into relocating in Kwa
Zalu/ Natal. 

Interviewed in Durban this 
~eek, Dr Gavin Woods, executive 
director of the lnkatha Institute, 
said the number of unknown fac
tors at this stage made it impossi
ble to draw up concrete proposals. 

KwaZulu/Natal is one of only 
two provinces which are not con
trolled by the African National 
Congress. This situation has added 
another dimension to expectations 
that the ANC's Reconstruction and 
Development Programme will be 
forced on KwaZulu/Natal, with 
the province's powers being cur
tailed by the priorities of the ANC
led goveroment of national unity. 

Dr Woods is, however, optimis
tic that compromises can be 
reached. 

"We believe that we will be af
forded a degree of licence and that 
central government will try to ac
commodate the needs of the IFP 
in developing the economy of the 
province,"said Dr Woods. 

"Obviously we accept that cer
tain cent.raI policies will have to 
be carried through to the prov
inces. However we are confident 
that we Will be able to negotiate 

with central government." 

Dr Woods said the major differ
ences between the two parties 
centred on the fact that the IFP's 
economic outlook was supply
linked whereas the ANC's ap
proach was demand-driven. 

He believes that besides priori
tising aspects of the RDP, next 
month's Budget will detail provin
cial budgetary allocations and 
spending dictates. The Financial 
and Fiscal Commission and the 
Constitutional Assembly Commis
sion will provide further indica
tors. 

·'fhe IFP will be participating 
in both. It is no secret that we will 
continue to push for fiscal federal
ism. The KwaZulu government has 
shown financial responsibly. We 
are of the view that provinces that 
have the freedom to raise their 
own incomes keep a more careful 
rein on the purse strings." 

Vital statistics 
C,ocio-economic indicators of 
~e KwaZulu/ Natal province 
are: 
D Area - 91 481sq km 
D Population (0OOs) (1993) -
8549.0 
D Population growth - 2.79% 
D Literacy rate - 65,1 % 
D Labour force (OOOs) - 2 422 
D Unemployment rate - 25,2% 
D Real GGP (Rm) - 17 549.7 
D Contribution to GDP - 14,7% 
o Personal income per capita 
(R)- 1910 
D Life expectancy (years) -
62.6 
Sou1'ce: Deve/Qpment Bank of 

Southern Africa. 

At present the provinces have 
virtually no power to raise taxes, 
notable exceptions being gambling 
and racing, or loans £or bridging 
finance. 

Dr Woods is optimistic that the 
provinces will be afforded a de
gree of flex.ibility on trade and in
dustry matters. 

"We are hoping that we will be 
free to offer incentives and nur
ture sectorial advantages. We see 
the scope for doubling the industri
al base in KwaZulu/Natal in 15 
years. That will primarily take up 
a large percentage of the unem
ployed. We are looking at attract
ing foreign as well as local inves
tors. We believe that after a year 
there will be a relocation from the 
PWV to KwaZulu/Natal. It might 
not necessarily be so much a case 
of companies being scared out of 
the PWV but rather being attract
ed here by the incentives being of
fered. We certainly intend being 
business friendly." 

The IFP views the province's 
harbours as key attractions and 
the declaration of free port status 
is being considered. 

It places importance on "people 
empowerment" through education. 
"Training and education enables 
people to be effective in the main
steam of the economy . .. we do 
not regard public work pro
grammes as unsustainable." 

The IF'.P intends proposing the 
establisment of commissions to 
study the following issues: privati
sation, consumer affairs and eco
nomic development. 

Up for consideration for subsi
dies will be: health, education and 
transport. 

''We do not believe in attempt
ing to kick start the economy 
through house building . . . we do 
not believe it is sustainable." 

WOOING INVESTORS: 
Gavin Woods says the 
IFP-dominated provincial 
government intends being 
'' business friendly'·. 



Li.Lmited seats means 
losers face the chop 

ooms for 

October 26 is D-Day for 
many councillors, writes 
Municipal Reporter Alan 
Cooper. 

DURBAN'S city 
councillors meet today to 
make the first move in a 
high-stakes numbers game 
in which the losers face po
litical extinction. 

The terms of office of all 
councillors and LAC mem
bers expire on October 26. 

The only short-term hope for 
those wanting to continue in 
public life is a seat on either 
the Transitional Metro Council 

or Central sub-council whir.h 
come inlo being in November. 

But what will become pain
fully clear lo white councillors 
and their coloured and Indian 
LAC counterparts at meetings 
today is that there are more 
ticketholders than seats. 

Early signs from metro ne
gotiators are that 21 seats will 
be allocated to Durban on the 
metro council and about 40 on 
the Central sub-council. 

About 70 councillors and 
LAC members from Durban 
and an unknown, but smal l 
group of councillors from Yel
lowwood Park and Duffs Road, 
will compete for 60 or so seats. 

Some councillors will opt out 
by retiring - but there will 
still not be enough seats for ev
eryone. They will have to de-

c ide winners and losers frr · 
their own ranks by voting. 

Councillors and LAC m, 
bers will sel a date .f ,J , 1 
fateful vote today. As tnis '~« 
probably October 17 , ap 
proaches, intense lobbying is 
inevitable. 

Council insiders say some 
councillors and LAC members 
notorious for a poor track rec
ord of meeting attendance 
have lately been putting in long 
hours at city hall. 

"And it's not because the lea 
has improved," said an official. 

Those who get the nod from 
fellow councillors will serve 
until October when they and 
dozens of other candidates will 
compete in a much bigger 
numbers game - the first 
democratic municipal election. 



200 coullcillors 
could lose job§ 

¥ /<;qy: 
ALAN COOPER Municipal Reporter 

MORE than 200 councillors in 
greater-Durban stand to lose their 
jobs from November I. 

With a govcrmnent-imposed dead-
1 inc of October 31 looming ever 
larger. metro negotiators have 
hatched n propos,11 whereby a total 
of 450 councillors will hold seats on 
the new Transitional Metro Council 
(TMC) and it's four sub-councils. 

This is roughly the total number of 
councillors presently holding scats 
on dozens of loca l authorities 
throughout the sprawling Durban 
Functiona I Region. 

And if numbers are to be kept lo 
manageable proportions. it is clear 
that many. possibly as many as half. 
of the existing councillors will have 
to make way for a new wave of no
minated councillors. 

The Greater Durban Metropolitan 
Negotiating Forum's influential 
J oi nt Technical Committee last 
night approved the figure of 450. It 
will rccommed to the 1000-plus 
members of the full forum tonight 

that 150 of these scats go to the um
brella metro council and the remain
ing 300 be divided among the sub
councils. 

It is the proposed breakdown of 
these 300 scats that is likely to set 
hackles rising. 

Forum members will be asked 10 
approve that the densly-populatcd 
Central sub-council be represented 
bv 130 councillors. This area encom
passes the present Durban munici
pal area. the townships of Umlazi 
and KwaMashu as well as huge in
formal settlements. 

The a llocation for the North sub
council is 42 . This area includes 
Umhlanga. Tongaat and Verulam. 
The South. which includes Amanzim
toti. Kingsburgh. Kwai\lakuta and 
t:mgababa has hecn allocated 48 
scats. 

The sprawling Wcsl sub-council 
area has been allocated 80 scats. 
This area includes the present lligh
way local authorities of Pinetown. 
Westville and New Germany. 
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Loca 
over 

to eve 
THINGS ARE CHANGING 

All over KwaZulu-Natal, groups of people representing 
all communities are meeting together and talking. These 
people represent you, the people. 

They are working together to make fundamental 
changes to Local Government structures. They are 
following the provisions of the Local Government 
Transition Act. 
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