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New South Africa: Ten 
Years Later 
By Mandisi Majavu 

Ten years alter the first democratic elections in South 
Africa, it is becoming crystal clear at whose expense the 
miraculous transition of power was achieved. White people 
who constitute about 13.6 percent of the 43 million South 
Africans still control about 84 percent of the arable land 
(1), while about 40 percent of the population lives in 
poverty (2). 

In Cape Town (my hometown) - a very racist, unequal and 
segregated town, the city generates about R94 billion ($1 
trading at R7) annually, but, almost a third of the 3 million 
people live in poverty and almost another third lives just 
above the poverty line (3). And, the majority of those 
subjected to poverty are black/coloured people. Out of the 
3 million Capetonians, only 867 052 people are "formally11 

employed (4) , Those thought to be engaged in "informal" 
employment or unemployed are black/coloured people -
68.8 percent women and 80.2 percent men, according to 
Statistic South Africa. 

Instead of "jobs for all and better living for all" as the 
African National Congress (ANC) had promised before 
1994, about 100 000 jobs have been lost nationwide since 
1990 because of privatisation, according to the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions (Cosatu). 

The right to sufficient water, as the South African 
constitution states (5), seems to have underwent a 
metamorphosis into a right to free water as long as that 
particular household does not exceed a monthly limit of 6 
000 litres. 

Also, the right to health care service, as the South African 
constitution clearly states, goes out of the window 
whenever it does not suit the government and business. 
Owing to the government and pharmaceutical companies' 
reluctance to provide free anti-retrovlral drugs to the poor, 
about 41 percent of all deaths between 1997 to 2001 were 
attributed to tuberculosis, flu and pneumonia, diseases 
that are commonly associated with AIDS - as well as AIDS 
itself, according to Statistics South Africa. 

What is also becoming clear is that South Africa does not 
only want to see peace in countries like the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) and Burundi, but more 
Importantly, the South African government wants to 
achieve peace in these countries so that South African 
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businesses can peacefully do business. After mediating, a 
year ago, between the rebels and the DRC government, in 
an effort to end a war that is reported to have claimed 
more than 3-million people, president Thabo Mbeki paid a 
state visit, on 14 Janaury 2004, to the DRC with more than 
30 businesspeople in his entourage, including diamond
mining company De Beers, the cellphone network operator 
Vodacom and the power utility Eskom (6). Mvelaphanda 
Holdings, a leading black economic empowerment 
company, which was also in the entourage, is reported to 
have signed deals worth millions of rands in the DRC. The 
company's chairperson, Tokyo Sexwale, signed two 
memorandums of understanding giving his company and 
two consortium access to gold and copper deposits, 
according to ThisDay, a South African national newspaper. 

The silent takeover of the continent (Africa) by South 
African businesses is way too advanced, make no 
mistakes. According to the State Of The Nation: South 
Africa 2003 - 2004 (7), available documents show South 
African businesses running the national railroad fn 
Cameroon, the national electricity company in Tanzania, 
and managing the airports located in or near seven African 
capitals. They have controlling shares in Telecom Lesotho 
and are the leading providers of cellphone services in 
Nigeria, Uganda, Swaziland, Tanzania, Rwanda and 
Cameroon. 

South African companies are also managing power plants 
in Zimbabwe, Zambia and Mali; building roads and bridges 
in Malawi and Mozambique, and a gas pipeline between 
offshore Mozambique and South Africa. They control 
banks, breweries, supermarkets and hotels throughout the 
continent and provide TV programming to over half of all 
Africa's states. 

Given all of this, one would be compelled to think that 
South Africans must be living a first-world lifestyle, but to 
the contrary, 40 percent of its population lives in poverty; 
unemployment - by 2001, the strict and broad 
unemployment rates had risen to 30 percent and 41 
percent respectively (8). And, unemployment continues to 
rise by about two to three percent each year (8). 

As South Africans celebrate their ten year old democracy 
and at the same time go to the polls this year, people are 
showing their disillusionment with the democracy and the 
direction the country is taking by not registering to vote. 
According to the Independent Electoral Commission, of an 
estimated 27 million eligible voters in the country, just 
over:. 20 million have registered to vote 

Sticking to the script, mainstream intellectuals have 
assumed their roles lecturing everybody about the 
importance of participating in a democracy by voting; 
however, what they never comment on, so it seems, is the 
content and nature of the democracy in question. 

After all, the whole point in voting is not just to vote 
because democratically we are supposed to, but to put in 
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power a politica l party that is going to advance the agenda 
of the people. And, if all the parties running for presidency 
are not interested in the interests of the people, surely, 
people have every right to use other tactics (apart from 
voting) to advance their interests. It is, among other 
things, that freedom to decide how one wants to 
participate and that freedom to choose which tactic (s) to 
use to get the attention of the powers that be that the 
notion of democracy is based. 

Social movements like the Landless People's Movement 
who have called for the boycotting of the elections saying 
"No Land! No Vote!" articulate the feelings of the 
impoverished and marginal ised. I 'm talking about the 40 
percent that lives in poverty, and are landless. The ones 
who do the dirty, lowest paying jobs, while the privileged 
few who own everything enjoy the benefits of the free 
market and freedom to exploit. 

That 40 percent might be silent and controllable for now 
because, perhaps, they feel defeated and hopeless - but it 
won't be long before they remember their old and effective 
ways of struggling; it won't be long before they join their 
angers together (9) and refuse and resist this madness. 
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