
ANC wants NP to explain activist's death on eve of by-election 
THE ANC yesterday fired a last 
minute election salvo against the 
NP on the eve of today's ward 
seven by-election, calling on the 
former ruling party to reveal 
details on the death of anti
apartheid activist Dr Hoosen 
Hafajee. · 

Hafajee, a resident of Moun
tain Rise (the heart of ward 
seven), was found hanging by his 
trousers in a cell at Brighton 
Beach Police Station on August 3, 
1977. 

Despite an 
inquest magis
trate finding 
that "no-one was 
to blame" for 
the 26-year-old 
dentist's death, 
Hafajee's family 
and colleagues 
in the liberation ANC: Barry 
movement insist Plllay 
he was mur-
dered by security police. 

ANC MPP Yusuf Bhamjee said 

yesterday that 
the ANC had 
noted the NP 
calling for the 
re-instatement 
of the death 
penalty for con
victed rapists 
and murderers 

NP: Abdool and that the NP 
Bhanoobhai must explain the 

death of Hafajee 
and those killed in the fight 
against apartheid during NP rule. 

"We call on the NP to make a 
full disclosure of all that it knows 
about the death of this son of 
Pietermaritzburg and all others 
who were killed to sustain 
apartheid," Bhamjee said. 

In a similar motion, ANC chief 
whip Ina Cronje called on the NP 
to disband forthwith to show its 
remorse to the world for the 
crimes committed in its name 
during the years of apartheid. 
Yesterday marked the day 
SO years ago when the NP took 

over from the then ruling Union 
Party and introduced the system 
of "separate development". 

Responding to the motion, the 
NP's James Waugh said he does 
not "see why Bhamjee keeps 
referring to the past". 

Meanwhile, a, snap poll taken 
among residents of ward seven 
points to a possible victory for 
ANC candidate Barry Pillay 
against the NP's Abdool 
Bhanoobhai. The poll undertaken 
by the Witness also suggests that 
P;iany voters in the ward may 
f bstain from casting their votes. 

"We struggled for many years 
and are still struggling. We must 
cast our votes but we do not want 
the NP to win," said a Mountain 
Rise businessman. 

Another resident said he will 
not vote because "nothing gets 
done" and the "politicians do 
everything for themselves". 

Voting starts today at 7 am and 
ends at 10 pm. The voting sta
tions are: the Aryan hall in Khan 
Road; 21 Redwood Crescent, 
Panorama Gardens, and the 
Municipal Sports Centre on the 
corner of Ohrtmann and Royston 
roads. Voters must produce their 
ID cards and be registered on the 
voters' roll. 

- Witness Reporters. 
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NP steps up its attack on ANC and Phosa 
By Russel Molefe 

THE National Party has stepped up ib 
attack on the African National 
Congress since Mpumalanga Premier 
Mathews Phosa challenged the former 
ruling party to '·come clean on secret 
MK graves". 

NP spokeswoman on justice Mrs 
Sheila Camerer fired another salvo yes
terday at the ANC and Phosa. accusing 

them of sweeping under the carpet the 
"secret graves·· of people killed in 
camps in foreign countries and being 
"hypocrites of the worst kind'" . 

Camerer said the Skweyiya 
Commission. which probed alleged 
ANC human rights ahuses. had 
revealed atrocitie;, of the most 
.. heinous and nau,eating kind". 

"'There arc people who died at the 
hands of the ANC which they supported 

and who now lie forgotten and 
unmoumed in unmarked graves at the 
camps. What we find even more dis
tressing. however. is lhe silence with 
which this whole chapter of the ANC's 
history is being dealt with. 

'"Phosa failed to attend the farmers· 
meeting in Ermelo last Friday. Jt 
seems. for him. some citizens are more 
worthy of concern than others." 

However. the ANC's Ronnie 

Mamoepa denied there were any 
graves of people in the former camps 
of the ANC. He said the list of all the 
people executed in the camps was sub
mitted to the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. 

Mamoepa emphasised that the 
Skweyiya Commission report had never 
been a secret. The report fom1ed pait of 
the ANC submission to the TRC in 
August last year and was available at the 

TRC offices in Cape Town a11d ANC 
headquarters in Johannesburg, he said. 

Phosa said the NP was '•intellectu
ally bankrupt and ideologically con
fused" and unable to respond to the 
question of secret MK graves found in 
various parts of the country. 

'"The NP has this racisl mentality of 
the •idle banm' . The farmers invited 
me late on Thursday for their Friday 
meeting," he .-aid. 
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, beautiful hills near Butter

worth, in the EasLern Cape. is a 
far away place. So far, in fact, that 
until a year ago there was no 
road up to the birthplace of 
Deputy President Thabo Mbeki's 
father , Covan, 

1 he hills 
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are~a1ive When Mbeki's helicopter 
lands on the dusty sports field, 
just a few metres from the care
fully built stone house where his 
father was raised, it is a home
coming, a nod towards a place 
where vic tory on June 2 cannot 
but be certain. 

Mbeki is welcomed with 
traditional beer in silver beakers 
to pay homage to the ancestors. 
A goat is s laughtered, and he eats 
the meat with relish, first cutting 
pieces lor his mother, 
Epainette. 

with the 
This is not the campaign trail, 

not an attempt to win votes, not 
a visit to a crowd that needs to be 
won over. In their colourful 
frocks, ANC T-shirts tight over 
their traditional wear, the crowd 
that assem bles to see him sings 
"Thina Sonke So Vote/a iANC', lit-

sound of 
erally "We are all voting ANC". 

It may well be. Mbeki's cousin, 
Zizi, is village headman, the 
family has long-standing ties to 
the area and in addition to the 
road a new primary school hangs 
delicately at the top of a hill. 

"He is our son, his father was 
born here. Our people now have 
a road. there is piped-water. This 
road will go on to o ther villages 
further on. Everyone here .will 
vote for the ANC. There is no 
doubt about It." says Jeremiah 
Mqalelwe, a wizened citizen in 
new, blue construction clothes. 

i~a~,!~=i:!~ 
considered an ANC stronghold. Now, as 

JUSTICE MAIAIA and RAY HARTLEY report, 
things are not as certain, and the party knows it 

"lam at home here, and when 
I am at home I do not have to talk 
long," says Mbeki. "We agree on travels to the rural hinterland of 
what we have to do. We know Pondoland to woo voters. 
what has to be done on June 2." After her convoy drives at 

The crowd screams "Yes". speeds of up to 170km/ h, she 
Afterwards, ANC provincial sec- reaches another far-of! place, the 
retary Humphrey Maxhegwana one-street, fall-apart town of 
feels ebullient enough to say: Flagstaff , about 25km from her 
"We are moving from the 84,5 birthplace in Bizana. 
percent of 1994 upwards." She Is mobbed by 

But In Centanl , a small town dozens of people as 
about 90 minutes from Nyill, the she hands out pam
future Is not so certain. phlets, touches out-

Here, where Mbeki has come stretched hands. 

has scuppered this vision. In 
fact, all across the Eastern Cape 

' the UDM is a clear presence that 
the ANC seems determined to 
squash. 

The light extends all the way to 
the province's western frontier. 

On an icy Wednes
day autumn after
noon in Middelburg, 
Tobie Meyer is work
ing a boardroom. 

Older brother to 
the UDM's co
founder Roell Meyer, 
Tobie Meyer Is try

· Ing to convince two 
"businessmen whd 

for the olflclal opening of the And yet here, too, 
Butterworth-Centani road, two things are not what 
cars emblazoned with United they were five years 
Democr.i!H<;_ Mov4;.!!l~.!.11,.P9.~.~~r,s _ ago~ .•• ,--~•, 
drive'\ip7The sassy, crash young ' For one ffilng, It 
men of the organisation talre the ~ •. must be , the only 
microphone and announce that' town In the Eastern 
they will be holding a rally In Cen- Cape where UDM 
tani on Monday. posters outnumber 

Addressing the thousands those of the ANC. 
who gather to hear him speak, Pondoland. which 
Mbeki does not call for an ANC boasts that It pro
vote. Instead, he tells the crowd duced leaders like 
that he knows that people are Chris Hani , Oliver 
being wooed by other parties, Tambo and Madik
but, he says: "I know that the izela-Mandela, has 
people of C.entani are brainy, and always been consid-

ELECTION 
ESSAY 

are former National 
Party supporters to 
find their home in 
what he calls "the 
movement". 

One o r his main 
selling points Is the 
prospect of Bantu 
Holomisa taking a 
substantial slice of 
votes away from the 

will make the right choice." ered an ANC stronghold, a sentl-
On Thursday, while Mbeki Is mental heart where the voters 

courting traditional leaders in were a soft touch. Like parts of 
Peddle, one of the ANC's biggest the Northern Province, it was the 
drawcards in the Eastern Cape. ANC's staunches t support area. 
Winnie Madikizela-Mand ela But the emergence of the UDM 

ANC In the Eastern 
Cape, particularly In the former 
Transkei. 

But Meyer's task is not easy. 
Everywhere he goes, lampposts 
bear images of Democratic Party 
leader Tony Leon and fad ed blue 

pictures of the National Party's 
Marthinus van Schalkwyk, testi
mony to their greater re
sources. 

But the battle for white votes 
Is not the main task that Meye r 
and UDM organiser Johan Mal
herbe have set themselves. Their 
real priority is shoring up the 
substan.tlal coloured vote along 
the province's western frontier. 

In Middelburg's Midros town
ship, UDM candidate Moses 
Bush cruises down the churned
up street In a mud-eaked Opel 
Record with loµdhallers protrud
ing !rom ,the front" windows like 
rodent ears. Alongside the car 
UDM pamphleteers In yellow 
caps go from house to house 
handing out abridged manifestos 
to a few bemused onlookers who 
brave the winter cold to see what 
the fuss is about. 

From some they receive smiles 
and encouragement, but most of 
the houses are shuttered up 
against the cutting wind. 

Later, in Geluksdal, adjacent to 
Graaff-Reinet, they are more suc
cessful. In the afternoon s un
shine they address a s izeable 
crowd on a street corne r. 
Meyer's message is that govern
ment is run by fat cats who have 
failed to deliver to the poor. 

"I see around me the future of 
South Africa, these young ones. 
When they leave school, are they 
going to have work?" 

In nearby Mandela Park squat
ter camp, the message is the 
same. but with a twist. "Houses 
have been built in Geluksdal, but 
nothing has been done here." 
says Meyer, gesturing towards 
the corrugated i_ron shacks. 
, But housing delivery could be 
one of the ANC's s trongest self
Ing po ints in the province. 

In Cradock's Llngelihle town
ship, row upon row or newly 
constructed houses line the hill
side: Those built soon alter 1994 
show off kikuyu lawns, young 
trees and flowering red 
geraniums. 

Lile In the township has im
proved significantly since its 
leader, Matthew Gonlwe, was 
brutally assassinated in 1985 and 
Its municipal services ground to 
a halt as the town council was 
challenged by activists. 

Manson Mjeza lives in one of 
the cement brick dwellings. 
Typical of the area's residents, 
he does not have a job, but works 
part-time for a micro-lending 
firm. 

"The house was a gilt to us. It 
has a toilet inside. I can't tell you 

what that means to us," he 
says. 

Down the road, one of the 
more established houses in the 
towns hip boasts a satellite dish 
and a manicured green lawn. 

Its concrete exterior has.been 
painted beige. Down the road, a 
municipal truck collects refuse 
as residents bask in 

illustration; SHAHN IRWIN 

But the ANC is not taking 
chances and has pulled out all 
stops to win the province. This 
week, President Nelson Mandela 
was electioneering in the area, 
addressing students, among 
others. Madikizela-Mandela has 
been there for nearly two weeks, 
addressing meetings (mainly 

with chiefs) and 
the morning sun, ex
changing gossip 
over mugs of coffee. 

Accusations of 
dirty tricks To these people, 

some of the 700 000 
or so families that 
have benefited from 
the , government's 
mass housing pro
gramme, the oppost
tlon party's locus on 
crime means little. 
For them, the ANC 
has delivered. 

have grown. 
· A chief told 

speaking to people 
door-to-door. Mbeki 
also returned there 
for two days this 
week. Public Enter
prises Minister Stella 
Sigcau, who is from 
Pondoland , is sta
tioned In the 
province and visits 
chiefs frequently. 

headmen to 

Back in Flagstaff, 
Madikizela-Mandela 

instruct subjects 
to vote UDM 

On both sides, the 
numerous ~hlefs of 
the region ate being 
courted. 

is not lazed by the 
UDM posters and talk of a decline 
In ANC fo rtunes. 

"I have been in this area for 10 
days nOw and I have not seen any 
s ign of this shift to the UDM. 

"The ANC liberated the people 
here, and they know that. There 
is no way people will be fooled," 
she says. 

The provincial 
leader of the UDM, 

·chief Dumisani Gwadiso, is the 
deputy chairman of the House of 
Traditional Leaders and has 
drawn a substantial number of 
lo.wer chiefs into the organisa-

110-ttie chairman of the House of 
Traditional Leaders in the 
province. Chid Mwelo Nonknn-

y:ma, arrives at most meetings 
an ANC T•shirt and is on 1 

provincial lbt. 
Both men are at the centre of 

tug of war for the province. 
Nonkonyana- who accomp, 

nied Madikizela•Mandela on ht.' 
walkabout in Flagstaff and Mbe!< 
at an address to businessmen :1 
Umtata - says there is no dout, 
that traditional leadt!rs wield ,1 

immense amount of influence. 
"This has been borne out b 

our participation in 1994. In a . 
parts where Contralesa [t h 
Congress of Traditional Leader 
of SA] was involved the AN1 
won. So the other parties hav 
copied that. They know that th, 
success and fail ure of any part~ 
in the rural areas depends on thL 
traditional leaders." he says. 

Nonkonyana admits that the 
emergence ol the UDM shifted 
some allegiances but says this 
was a thing of the past. 

.. Before I became actively in
volved in party politics about 
two months ago there was a big 
shift away from the ANC: But now 
many of them have ..assured me 
that they will not be abandoning 
their political home, which re
ma ins the ANC: he says. 

Where the election battle has 
become hot. accusations of dirty 
tricks have grown. ANC provin• 
ciaJ deputy chairman Stone 
Sizani says that in lsihlitho, near 
Lusikisiki in Pondoland, a 
famous Sigcau chief told six vii• 
lage headmen to instruct thei r 
subjects to vote for the UDM.'. 

The ANC sent organisers who 
explained that the secret ballot 
meant that they would nor·be 
e,~posed if they did not heell 
their chiefs ' call. 

He also claims that many of the 
UDM's leaders in Butterworth 
are returning to the ANC. 

Madikizela-Mandela says she 
had met some of them, and they 
have pledged a return to the 
ANC. 

"I am very confident of a two
th irds majority for the A.NC," she 
says. · 

The organisation believes it 
has now swatted the UDM flY.~-

But Holomisa is seeking to take 
advantage of the poor recoiy:01 
the Eastern Cape govemm~. 
which has spent much. ol•the 
pas t four years struggling to C'Qri
trol spending and corruptiofl?'as 
legions of ghost civil servants 
have drained the treasury. ~ 

Many of the UDM's supporters 
are disgruntled former home
land civil servants and chiefs 
who thrived in the old era and 
were not part of Contralesa 
before I 990. 

It is for this reason that ANC 
leaders do not target ordinary 
people in their meetings . but go 
for the teachers. civil servants 
and chiefs - an attempt to 
undermine the UDM where it 
thinks it is strongest. 

The battle is set to intensify. 
Only in 12 days' time. though, 
will the players know where the 
hearts and minds of the Eastern 
(';in,~ trnlv liP 
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MBEKI RAMAPHOSA PHOSA SEXWALE 

Mudslinginlg painful 
TI' IS painful to see the African National lllV / Aids. Where else in the world has a 
.!Congress involved in political mud- pms ident challenged the findings of scien
slinging. This was triggered by the naming tis ts? 
of Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, Mr Mathews Mbeki's praise-singers quote the exam
Phosa and Mr Tokyo Sexwale as people plei of Galileo Galilei who challenged the 
alleged to be conspiring against President malinstream of the 17th century and even
Thabo Mbeki. tu.:illy his findings were proven correct, 

To make matters worse, rumours are that the earth revolves around the sun. 
going around that some ANC structures They have lost sight of the fact that Galileo 
are calling for ''one president, one term Galilei was a scientist challenging other 
in office". sci1entists scientifically. 

It was clear from the onset that anyone Clther issues are problems in Zimbabwe 
who took over after Mandela would not and the arms scandal. Seemingly; the pres-
be as popular as Mandela. ident wants to involve him-
Mbeki's stvle of leadership self directly in all the issues, 
has contributed to this con- therefore, if those problems 
troversy. Since the 1999 elec- are not solved, the president 
tion there has been a grow- is blameworthy. 
ing enmity between the The ANC's tradition of 
press and Government. The .__ _____ _. ____ __. grooming presidents needs 
President has been less to be revisited. After a char
accessible to the public as few press con- iSD}fitiC leader like Mandela, no one enjoys 
ferences have been called. Through the ovelrwhelming support for the presidency. 
media the president can be in touch with That position needs to be contested so 
the entire population. eve1;;rone will be satisfied. Politics is about 

Because of his hands-on presidency and po\ll•er and it is a dream of other politi
over-<:entralisation of power, he has to take cians to become a president 
the blame for all the failures. If democratic means of getting into 

Parliamentarians, especially opposition povJ'er are not available, people will be 
parties, complain that he is not much forced to resort to illegal means as it is well 
answerable to parliament. kno'wn that if a front door is closed, the 

Many issues have put the President's bacl~ door is an alternative. 
credibility in question, inter alia the hand· Mr STHEMBISO JUSTICE LANGA 
ling of the debates about the link between Mayville 

Cops 
have long 
way to go 
I WAS interested to read 
the story "Crime Swoop 
in Durban North 
praised" in the Daily 
News. I'm sure you read 
it with interest as well. 
Very commendable, but 
it seems the police still 
have a long way to go. 

I was at a meeting in 
Kelvin Place, Durban 
North recently. I was 
asked to bring my car 
inside as someone bad 
surprised two people 
trying to steal a BMW 
parked in the street earli
er. Apparently the thieves 
drove off and the police 
were called and arrived 
in minutes. 

The police told people 
in Kelvin Place that eight 
- yes, eight - cars bad 
already been stolen that 
very morning in Durban 
North, but that they were 
hot on the trail of the 
thieves who were using a 
blue getaway car. They 
even knew the number. 
They then zoomed off to 
pursue the trail. 

I do not know whether 
eight cars stolen in one 
morning in one suburb 
really makes news any 
more. 

Mr PETER WRINCH
SCHULTZ 

Durban 



Task force confronts ANC's weaknesses 

Pinpointing problems 
A complete overhaul 
has put the ANC in the 
right mood to govern. 
Ester Waugh reports. 

IT is accepted that the 
ANC faced a mammoth task 
when it was unexpectedly un
banned in 1990 - the organi
s.ation had to establish itself 
internally - but still there 
has been growing criticism of 
its inefficiency. 

Responding to these criti
cisms, ANC secretary-general 
Cyril Ramaphosa headed up a 
task force charged with pin
pointing these weaknesses (for 
his list of weaknesses see box), 
dealing with them and develop
ing a comprehensive action plan 
for the crucial years to come. 

The result is a 10-point plan, to 
be implemented almost imme
diately. The plan deals with the 
pre-election and post-election pe
riods. 

The ANC planners revisited 
the reasons for establishing the 
organisation 81 years ago - to . 
fight for the dismantling of 
apartheid and the installation of 

----!ANC weaknesses?----
D Too many 
departments 
D Weak relations 
with allies 
o' Inadequate 
organisational 
infrastructure 
D Weak lines of 
communication 
□ Lack of 
management skins 
□ Factionalism 
D Inadequate 
co-ordination 
between 
departments 

a non-racial democracy in South 
Africa. 

The new 10-point plan plots a 
number of scenarios for the tran
sition. The first assumes the suc
cessful conclusion of the World 
Trade Centre talks, the establish
ment of a transitional executive 
council, an interim government 
of national unity, leading to a 
government of national unity and 
reconciliation. 

The second scenario considers 

□ Departments too 
autonomous 
D Lack of staff 
accountability 
D Resistance to 
change 
□ Not enough civil 
service preparation 
D Weak 
co-ordination by 
secretary-general's 
office 
□ Weak regional 
structures 
D Lack of gender 
sensitivity 

the possibility of civil war. Mr 
Ramaphosa was reluctant to di
vulge details, but said: "We had 
to look at what would happen to 
the country and how the ANC 
should be positioned." 

The third scenario looks at the 
situation in the event of a coup 
d'etat. 

The ANC was confident that it 
was ready for any of these even
tualities, Mr Ramaphosa said, 
adding that he believed civil war, 

or a coup d'etat, were "slim" 
possibilities. / 

"The forces that may fan a 
civil war warrant some attention 
now. But they are not strong 
enough to sustain a civil war, or 
a coup d'etat. As a result of our 
good strategic planning, we are 
prepared for it," he said. 

In a frank assessment, the 
ANC found its weaknesses far 
outweighed its strengths. An
other 10-point plan has been set 
in motion to reverse that. 

"We must be ready to govern 
in exactly eight months. Only a 
strong ANC can ensure that we 
will have a strong government," 
he said. 

Mr Ramaphosa said all ANC 
departments would be rational
ised. "There are a number of 
overlapping departments and a 
lot of duplication. We will trans
form our staff into more com
mitted people who are working 
to a programme." 

"We will be retraining and 
reallocating staff. Over the next 
two months we will appoint 
those who will go into govern
ment, and we will have them 
trained. 

"We will try not to have any 
retrenchments." 

The ANC currently employs 
700 people at its Johannesburg 
office. --------------------------------------=-------== 
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