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It has been an occasion of great joy to welcome you to a free south Africa 

and one celebrating a decade of freedom.  This gathering to mark our 

decade of freedom is held in honour of each of you.  We can never thank 

you enough for your tireless attempts to secure our freedom. 

 

We remember so much.  From Amsterdam to London, from Berlin to 

Paris, from Moscow to Stockholm, from New Dehli to the cities in the 

USA.  Throughout the globe, people, workers and housewives, 

intellectuals and academics, writers and journalists, people in the 

entertainment world, youth, students and women’s organizations, 

government officials and ministers-all united in protest marches, 

demonstrations and boycotts against this evil system of racism and 

apartheid. 

 

You kept the consciousness of the world alive and did allow your 

governments to get to know how evil the system of apartheid was.  

During the dark days of our imprisonment, either in Robben Island, 

Pretoria prison, Kronstadt prison and apartheid prisons, our oppressors 

never succeeded in breaking our morale.  We had little doubt that our 

cause was a just one.  And we would ultimately triumph.  We also knew 

that we had the support of international community and the anti-apartheid 

community and this was very important for us in prison. 

 

Even during the days of abductions and torture, we knew that the AAM 

was protesting and demanding our release.  It was a great source of 

courage for us. 

 

Your cause was a truly global one and this was demonstrated by the fact 

that across the great divide of the Cold War, our struggle enjoyed also the 

unstinted support of the Soviet Union and the socialist bloc in general.  

Throughout the Soviet bloc our people received support and training of 

various kinds, equipping them not just for the struggle immediately 

ahead, but also providing them with the skills to contribute to post 

apartheid reconstruction. 

 

But it was more than just material and political support that we received 

from the socialist world.  Let us never forget too the historic contribution 

and sacrifice of the Cuban government and its military who stood side by 



side with our Angolan comrades to resist and ultimately defeat the 

attempted counter revolution mounted by the apartheid state and its US 

ally.  Their victory at the Battle of Cuito Cuarnavale in 1988 decisively 

changed the balance of forces in southern Africa.   

 

In the ANC we has 4 pillars of struggle   and the international pillar was 

equally important.  In the last days of apartheid economic sanctions began 

to bite  and South Africa’s isolation was becoming tangible, the world 

wide campaign for the release of Mandela and other political prisoners-all 

added to the demise of apartheid. 

 

Today when we are faced with new challenges of globalisation, of 

poverty and hunger, of international terrorism and of unilateralism.  There 

is an increasing need for us to unite into a people’s movement for the 

fulfillment of the global goal  of the United Nations Millennium 

Declaration goal and to fight poverty and underdevelopment and for a 

better and equitable world order. 

 

You will see that, through your efforts, we have accomplished a great 

deal over these last ten years.  But our challenges remain great   The 

backlogs that we inherited from colonialism and apartheid continue to 

haunt us.  We are steadily clawing our way through a vast sea of poverty 

and depravation.  We are also dealing with the scourge of our time, HIV 

aids.  But we will continue to work for a better life. 

 

Before I conclude I would like to congratulate the University of 

KwaZulu-Natal for its wisdom in arranging this conference, for having 

the foresight to remind us as we celebrate ten years of achievement, 

where it is that we come from and the enormous debt we owe the 

international community.  It would, I believe, be no exaggeration for me 

to state to you in this hall and through you to the wider world that we are 

here today because you were there for us yesterday. 
 

Thank You comrades 

 

  

  


