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PART2 THE 
FREEDOM CHARTER 
IS OUR LODESTAR 

l½»~~~\\~~~\%-S.~<:S;'<-¾'~"';'""%~\\,\%%~'%\-\~¼~~\\~~~ 
By Comrade Mzala · · 

Demonstrator ourside Regina Mundi, 
Soweto, 16th June 1985 

The real essence of the present phase of our 
revolution is not the winning of socialism but, 
as the Freedom Charter reflects, the winning 
of people's democracy, a true republic with 
rower to the people, all the people! The 
drafters of the Azanian Manifesto fail to sec 

.· the revolutionary significance of this step, that 
1s, the significance of the struggle for true na
tional independence and self-determination. 

Nelson Mandela said in 1956, in the article 
lllready quoted: 

"Whilst the Charter proclaims democratic 
changes of a far-reaching nature, it is by no means 
a blueprint for a socialist state but a programme 
for the unification of various classes and group
ings amongst the people on a democratic basis. 
Under socialism the workers hold state power. 
They and the peasants own the means of produc
tion, the land, the factories, and the mills. All 
production is for use and not for profit. The 
Charter does not contemplate such profound 
economic and political changes. Its declaration, 
"The People Shall Govern!" visualises the 
transfer of power not to any single social class 
but to all the people of this country, be they 
workers, peasants, professional men or 
petty-bourgeoisie. 
"It is true that in demanding the nationalisation 
of the banks, the gold mines and the land, the 
Charter strikes a fatal blow at the financial and 
gold-mining monopolies and farming interests 
that have for centuries plundered the country and 
condemned its people to servitude. But such a 
step is imperative because the realisation of the 
Charter is inconceivable, in fact impossible, 
unless and until these monopolies are smashed 
and the national wealth of the country turned over 
to the people. To destroy these monopolies means 
the termination of the exploitation of vast sec
tions of the populace by mining kings and land 
barons and there will be a general rise in the liv
ing standards of the people. It is precisely because 
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the Charter offers immense opportunities for an 
overall improvement in the material conditi.ons 
of all classes and groups that it attracts such wide 
support.~ 

Ideologit:aJ Struggle 
Imperialism maintains itself in power today not 
only through force but also by ideological 
manipulation, utilising in that respect the low 
level of ideological awareness of our toiling 
people. The real aim of imperialism in the 
ideological field is to mislead our people, to 
cause a split in our ranks, to attempt to diffuse 
our people's revolutionary zeal to an impotent 
quest for reforms. Not unusually, quasi
leaders are groomed like horses, miseducated 
and let loose to carry out these plans. . 

In view of this reality it would be ridiculous 
to ignore the fact that those who oppose the 
Freedom Charter become toys in the hands of 
imperialism, and everything must be done to 
enlighten our people, to equip them.with tools 
to understand the line of march and thereby 
consolidate our democratic ranks. The im
perialists, quite obviously, hate our Fre~om 
Charter, and would Jove to see the South 
African people opt for a less revolutionary 
document, some kind of reforms or even, for 
that matter, one document that looks super
revolutionary in form but which is reactionary 
in essence. 

In view of this ideological offensive against 
our national democratic movement, and its at
tempts to discredit the FreedorJi Charter, it 
becomes imperative to ask the question: are 
there ideological tr.ends in the national libera
tion movement? The answer is: Yes. Those of 

• us who have experienced factionalism during 
the long years of our struggle against oppres
sion have also found that the oppressors always 
try to foment splits in. the natio~ tibtiration 
movement on 1deolog1cal and other grounds 
- using as their main instrument racial pre
judice, chauvinism, tribalism, anti
communism or ultra-left rhetoric. The ques
tion of ideological struggle is therefore pot an 
abstract one, nor of purely academic interest. 
It is inseparably linked with the national libera
tion struggle, and is in keeping with the day
to-day historical demands of our revolution. 
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ANC Position Must Be Defmed 
Even in South Africa, where national oppress 
sion seems to <iictate _to all oppressed people 
the inevitable need to uriite and agree on what 
to fight for, there are always remarkably dif
ferent ideological trends. And Qur movement 
owes its present shape and position to the bit
ter struggle it has fought over the years ( even 
within itself) for ideological clarity against nar
row national opportunism, liberalism, ultra
left Trotskyist childishness, and so on. It 
sounds incredible, but our real life and actual 
history· has meant exactly this ideological 
struggle. 

Chief Luthuli once said, in a special 
Presidential message at the end of 1955: 

"Faced as we are with the battle for freedom 
• it seems a wise stand to SllY that the African 
National Congress ~hould not dissipate its 
energies by indulging in internal ideological 
feuds - a fight on 'isms.' It.is not practical 
and logical, however, to expect Congress 
to be colourless ideologically. She must in 
some way define or re-define her stand ... " 

This is exactly how it should be! 
A struggle against a trend, therefore, which 

our entire · movement recognises as an 
ideological trend contrary to the in_terests of 
genuine liberation, may imply superseding 
considerations of unity at all costs. And the 
history of our revolution has shown that the 
struggle for unity cannot be conducted at all 
costs, even at the cost of losing sight of the 
sacred goals we are striving for, at the cost of 
diver;ting from genuine emancipation. We take 
our orientation in this political sea, nqt by the 
ships sailing with us on the sea, but by a pro
ven guide, a 'Northern Star,' an ideological 
lighthouse built oh an historic foundation and 
developed in the strategic political outloo_k of 
the whole world revolutionary process. Uni-· 
ty, yes, but for the struggle again$t the colonial 
system of .White supremacy, not for the 
establishment of ideological peace with oppor-· 
tunism. either 'left' or 'right-' wing . . 
· So, there is·nopoint in theconv~nors of the 
National Forum shouting themselves hoarse 
with cries of 'unity' or raising their hands tired 
with the banner of ' unity' without a historical 
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understanding of where we come from as well 
as an ideological understanding of where we 
are going to, while at the same time they 
shamelessly heap scorn and contempt on the 
Freedom Charter, a document drawn up by the· 
people as an embodiment of their aspirations 
for freedom and democracy. 
Theory of Revolution 
The strength of our ideological creed must 
therefore not only be in its unifying force, but 
also in its ability to withstand the test of fac
tionalism and ideological opposition. Today 
when we look back at the political history of 
the _ANC and its allies, it becomes quite ob
vious that our movement could not have 
preserved (let alone developed) itself as the 
vanguard organisation in the South African 
revolution had it not upheld the principle of 
ideological clarity and fonned a single front 
in the political, economic and ideological 
struggle against settler colonialism and im
perialism. The leading place of our movement 
derives also from our vigilant attention to the 
ideological aspect of the revolutionary move
ment of the oppressed masses. 

. We anticipate a flood of accusations for these 
words; the shouts will arise that we want to 
convert mere free<J.om-loving people of South 
African into true believers' in the Freedom 
Charter and persecute 'heretics' for deviations 
from our 'religion' and so forth. There is not 
a grain of truth in these accusations. Without 
revolutionary theory there can be no revolu
tionary movement. This means that if we do 
not have a theory of revolution, we equally do 
not have the right to differ with the PAC the 
Gang of Eight, and so on; furthermore it ~ans 
we do not have a right to exist 11s an ideological 
trend as well. To defend such a theory, which 
to the best of our knowledge we consider to 
be true, against unfounded attacks and attempts . 
to corrupt it is not to imply that we are an 
enemy of aH criticism. We are defending uni
ty against the disnipters of unity, we are defen
ding the theory of revolution that has been 
historically proven. 
The Struggle Against Opportunism 
It is this political and ideological cohesion of 
our democratic movement which makes us 

stand as the leaders of all others, a position' 
which is inconceivable without an irrecon
cilable struggle against political opportunism. 
This democratic movement that is developing 
in South Africa, inspired by the Freedom 
Charter, will retain and further develop its 
militant unity by also opposing opportunist 
ideological trends and correcting political 
mistakes at the .level of the theory of our 
revolution and at that of practical politics, 
whether these are committed with good or ill 
intentions (it is often said that the road to hell 
is paved with good intentions). 

'Socialism' is undoubtedly the most 
fashionable slogan at the present period, for 
even our liberal 'friends,' and narrow na
tionalists, understand that it is the position one 
adopts to socialism, generally speaking, that 
differentiates a progressive from a reactionary 
in all countries. But it is very important for our 
theoretically-grounde<J. organisers to give to 
our people a concrete understanding of the 
course our revolution will follow, that is, the 
stages it will necessarily pass through. It is such 
an understanding, based on the theory of the 
South African revolution, that will make it 
clear that the political situation in South Africa 
does not by any means make the question of 
the socialist revolution the immediate task of 
the struggle. It will make clear, instead, that 
our immediate aim is to win the objectives of 
the national revolution expresse<J. in the 
Freedom Charter, more particularly to achieve 
the national emancipation of the Black.people 
and to destroy the political and economic 
power of the racist ruling class. 

Anti-Communist Hysteria 
There must be some strange mechanism in the 
thinking of the imperialists which makes them 
believe that once they have described 
something as 'Communist' then all members 
of the human race will want to run away from 
it. The racists of South Africa have always 
thoughtlikethis. When, in 1956, the Pretoria 
government arrested 156 of our leaders and 
charged them with high treason, arguing that 
the Freedom Charter was a document inspired 
by Moscow, they hoped they would scare the 
masses of our people from the Freedom 
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Charter. The masses, being oppressed by im
perialism and racism, never moved in the 
hoped-for direction; on the contrary, they are 
irresistibly attract~ by the Freedom Charter 
and almost everything that our enemies hate. 
In the end, the Treason Trial failed to diagnose 
Communism in the Freedom Charter. 

Opportunism in South Africa has equally 
tried to call the Freedom Charter a 
'Communist' document inspired by Moscow. 
It was the Liberal Party in the fifties, typical 
of opportunism, which joined the racist 
government in opposing the Freedom Charter, 
and saw behind it a Communist plot. This par
ty's anti-Communism found its extreme expo• 
nent in Jordan Ngubane, a journalist who final· 
lv broke with the ANC in late 1955 and became 
~ leading member of the Liberal Party. The 
Freedom Charter's ultimate aim, claimed 
Ngubane, was: 

"to condition the African people for the purpose 
of accepting communism via the back door, 11 (At, 
African Explains Apartheid, New York, 1963, 
p.99). 

"Condition" is the key word here. 
He further charged that the Communists sup

ported a deliberately vague document in order 
to accustom Africans to the idea of nationalisa
ti.on. In a strange revelation of how liberalism 
and narrow nationalism finds itself embracing 
Pretoria's hatred of Communism, Ngubane 
further wrote in his book (p.179) that: 

"the African's and Afrikaner's hatred of Com• 
munism on this plane is so intense that an align
ment between the two is no longer as remote an 
eventuality as events might suggest.'' 

Similarly, the PAC factionalists proclaimeo 
that the Freedom Charter was a Communist 
document, in this way virtually joining the 
Pretoria government iri proclaiming the moral 
justification for the Suppression of Com
munism Act of 1950. And, as we all know, iu 
tcnns of tbis South African legislation and 
judicial interpretation, a Communist is 
anybody who opposes apartheid, whether this 
is done in the fonn of a sennon from the church 
pulpit, a funeral oration at the graveside or 
sheer anti-apartheid campaigning in the 
cultural field. 
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It Is Apartheid That Robs Our People 
By diverting the attention of the oppressed 
masses from apartheid to their manufactured 
version of Communism, giving it a distorted 
meaning to suit their intentions, the racists and 
their ideological allies equally play the game 
of the imperialists; except that they never score 
goals in the hearts and minds of our people. 
Our people know that it is not Communism but 
apartheid that deprives them of their most 
elementary human rights; that it is not Com
munism but apartheid that robs them of their 
right to take part in the administration of their 
own country; that it is not Communism but 
apartheid that deprives them of a fair share of 
the wealth they produce; that it is not Com
munism but apartheid that deprives them of the 
right to live together with their families 
wherever they might choose, and live as human 
beings. 

The Communist bogey has never deterred 
our peopJe from upholding the principles of 
the Freedom Charter and the democratic 
movement led by the ANC and its allies. Con
temporary events show irrefutably that, slowly 
but surely, our politically conscious people are 
marching with the banner of the Freedom 
Charter held high above their heads - holding 
high the banner of people's democracy. Such 
a people's movement is invincible! Such a peo
ple cannot be deceived! Such a people cannot 
be stopped in their tracks by some ' inspired 
by Moscow' scare gimmicks. 

Why on earth do our enemies and opponents 
imagine that they are the only ones who know 
what Communism really is? Why do they think 
they are the only ones who store Marxist
Leninist literature on the bookshelves? Why 
do they imagine that the people of South Africa 
do not know what the SACP is and what it 
stands for? Do our enemies and the oppor
tunists aljke imagine that the members of the 
ANC do not understand the basis of the alliance 
with the SACP? 
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