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ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

The sights and sounds of Africa in ''Arts and Africa" and this is 
Alex Tetteh- Lartey to welcome you to today ' s programme. The sights will 
be of your choosing - that's if you're taking part in the Commonwealth 
Photography Award - and the sounds come from this voice. 

MUSIC 

" POE" by Pierre Akendengue. 

ALEX TETTEH- LARTEY 

Poe, the bird whose song induces the rain to fall. And the singer -
Pierre Akendengue - who we'll be hearing about later in the programme. 

Photography is one of the newest forms of art. It has the obvious 
functions of r ecording and communicating visual information, but the 
imagination of a creative photographer can evoke a response from the 
viewer that's as powerful as a painting or a piece of sculpture . It's 
this quality of work that I imagine the organizers of the Commonwealth 
Photography Award are seeking from participants who are asked to submit 
six photographs that illustrate from their own surroundings the theme: 
Life in the Commonwealth. Africa is one of the award's five regions and 
the Chairman of the panel of judges of African entries is Mohamed Amin. 
It isn't many months since Mohamed Amin was here in the "Arts and Africa" 
studio telling us about his career as a photographer soon after winning 
his British television BAFTA award. He ' s playing an important role in 
the Commonwealth Award, for as Chairman of the African panel he'll 
become one of the judges of the panel selecting the final award. So 
producer Florence Akst has been telephoning him in Nairobi, where he ' s 
based, to find out about the importance of this new award to the world of 
photography and to ask for more information for would-be participants. 
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MOHAMED AMIN 

Generally in Africa most photographers don't take the same kind of 
trouble that they should, particularly for the local newspapers. Quite 
a lot of material that is used in the newspapers is the fairly straight
forward arrivals and departures of various leaders. I think in a situation 
like entering for a major Commonwealth Award, people will actually go 
out and look for interesting subjects: they will look for the right time 
of the day to photograph their subject whether it's people or a landscape 
or the events that they are photographing. This theme, which is "Life 
in the Commonwealth; offers a lot of opportunity for the photographers 
to go out and spend more time than they normally would to get the right 
kind of composition and lighting for their pictures. 

FLORENCE AKST 

You've been speaking basically, I think, about your fellow 
professional photographers but this is open to amateurs too, isn't it? 
What will the judges be looking for? 

MOHAMED AMIN 

Yes it will be quite challenging for the professionals but will 
equally be challenging for the amateurs. In fact there are quite a 
lot of very good amateur photographers. I can see that there will be 
some interesting entries from amateurs, in fact from some young, up
coming photographers. 

FLORENCE AKST 

So the ideas are going to be as important as the treatment? 

MOHAMED AMIN 

Absolutely. I think the ideas and the choice of subjects will be 
as important as the creative ability to photograph. 

FLORENCE AKST 

So a youngster with a cheap camera can still take part? 

MOHAMED AMIN 

Oh, indeed yes. I'm not absolutely sure at this point on the guideline 
to the judges but there will be a sympathetic consideration given to 
youngsters. 

FLORENCE AKST 

Good, I'm delighted to hear it. But none of these people, whether 
they're professional, amateur, young or old have much time left, have they? 

MOHAMED AMIN 

Well the idea of the competition is that they should start taking 
pictures on March 10th which is Commonwealth Day, and that is still a 
couple of weeks away. It does give them a fair amount of time to think 
and actually decide on what subjects they want to photograph. 
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FLORENCE AKST 

Well thank you very much for joining us Mohamed Amin and we're all 
looking forward to the final results. 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Mohamed Amin in Nairobi talking to Florence Akst. And I don't need 
to underline the fact that there's no time to lose if you want to take 
part. The first thing to do is to get hold of an application form. 
They're available at British Council offices or from the Standard 
Chartered Bank which is donating the awards. The photographs should be 
handed in or posted to local Standard Chartered Banks by 1st April, or 
to the Standard Chartered Bank, Zimbabwe Ltd., 

P.O. Box 373, 
Harare Zimbabwe. 

by 30th of April . 

The voice of Pierre Akendengue is well known in French- speaking 
Africa but not so familiar elsewhere. The broadcaster Jean-Victor Nkolo, 
from Cameroon , is an admirer of Akendengue's unique style of music and so 
just the person to come along to the studio to tell me more about this 
distinctive voice. 

MUSIC 

"OKONGO" by Pierre Akendengue. 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Jean-Victor, Pierre Akendengue is somebody whose music we have used 
from time to time on this programme and I must confess I like is music 
very much indeed but I know very little about him. How well-known is 
he? 

JEAN- VICTOR NKOLO 

He ' s a very well-known in French-speaking Africa and in France. 
He ' s very well known in Africa although there is no publicity about 
Akendengue and for some years his music was banned in his country, in 
Gabon. They didn't play his music on the radio and his records were 
very expensive. But everything that happened to him was as if he was 
some kind of intellectual in poltical exile in France. His music is 
very, very powerful because there is a very strong nationalistic message 
in his music and he is very, very well-known in the French-speaking 
world. 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

But then why was his music banned if it's so nationalistic as you 
say? 

JEAN-VICTOR NKOLO 

Because the message in Akende·ngue' s music is very political. You 
see, he uses certain words and the meaning of what he says is very, 
very direct. You don't have to be very intelligent to understand what 
he says. He criticises heads of state and he criticises African countries, 
he speaks about colonialisation and neo-colonialisrn and he says things 
which I think some heads of state, precisely the Head of State of Gabon, 
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JEAN-VICTOR NKOLO 

President Bongo, didn't like at the time. The thing is that he does not 
sing only about politics, mostly he speaks about African life, the village, 
the birds, the animals, the human beings, the history, the slavery and 
all these things. 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Well what language does he sing this in? 

JEAN-VICTOR NKOLO 

He sings in Myene. Myene is one of the border languages and he can 
be understood in Gabon, in some areas in Cameroon and in Equitorial 
Guinea. He also speaks in French because I think that he wants his 
message to be understood in Africa and in the countries which have been 
involved in African history since the colonialisation and even during 
slavery. So he tries always to explain what his music means on his LP's, 
he puts in French the meaning of his Myene songs so he tries to reach 
audiences both in Europe and in Africa. 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Can you give us an example. 

JEAN- VICTOR NKOLO 

. Yes, here is an example. The song is called "Chaka" and it's about 
the Zulu king. He speaks about the relationship between the old and 
new African leaders and history and that relationship is very powerful 
in this song. It speaks about what the old kings and leaders used to 
do and what the new ones are doing. He likes "Chaka" very much becaus.e 
he feels that Chaka tried to get Africa together and Africa unity is one 
of the strongest things in Pierre Akendengue's music. 

MUSIC 

"CHAKA" by Pierre Akendengue. 

JEAN-VICTOR NKOLO 

That was "Chaka". He also likes Kwame Nkrumah very much. He speaks 
about Amil Cabral and other leaders like that. I mean, the African 
history is as important in his music you can just listen to his songs and 
try to read African history through his music. 

ALEX TETTEH- LARTEY 

He sounded very much to me like Fela Anikulapo Kuti in that rhythm, 
the rhythm of that Chaka song. 

JEAN-VICTOR NKOLO 

Exactly. Although Pierre Akendengue neve r tries to provide dance 
music he has been very successful in Africa. You know, the trend in 
Africa now is to have everyone trying to record dance music very 
successful which can be done from Abidjan to Nairobi and from Cairo to 
Johannesburg. But Akendengue has his own style, he is in a class of 
his own and still he is very successful. If we can now listen to one 
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JEAN-VICTOR NKOLO 

of his last records, the record is called "Ekuru" and it is about birds 
because a bird is a very, very important animal in his music for its 
Af~ican imagery. For Akendengue the bird means a very, very powerful 
component of African life because a bird is small , the bird can sing for 
the king, for the head of state but for the poor the bird is also a 
symbol. 

MUSIC 

"EKURU" by Pierre Akendengue. 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

There's a tendency in Francophone Africa for literary figures to 
be more French than African . Would you say the same thing of Pierre? 

JEAN-VICTOR NKOLO 

Not really. Pierre has had a great influence in French music, actually. 
It is very unusual but Pierre has created a group of friends, and people 
like Jacques Higelin, a French rock star, were involved in that group . 
It was called ' Saravah'. But he has taken a lot from the French and 
Ruropean influence but he has also given a lot. The thing is that Pierre 
Akendengue is always African in his music. He might add a lot of things 
but he is still Pierre Akendengue and I think, out of the French-speaking 
world, we can have a lot of good musicians but in French-speaking Africa 
P~erre Akendengue is certainly one of the best. 

ALEX TETTEH- LARTEY 

And Jean-Victor Nkolo ' s choice for our closing music is Pierre 
Akendengue's fable set in the animal kingdom, Kengele. 

So goodbye for this week from Alex Tetteh- Lartey and, Pierre Akendengue , 
over to you. 

MUSIC 

"KENGELE" by Pierre Akendengue. 


