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ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Hello, this is Alex Tetteh-Lartey welcoming you to 'Arts and Africa'. 
Traditional, unadulterated village music from the heart of Tanzania 
and later we'll be paying a small tribute to the prizewinning performers 
of it. But the main part of today's programme gives us another chance 
to hear the remarkable talents of a South African artist, who's work 
springs from the tradition of her people but which is entirely 
20th century in its content and intention. 

Gcina Mhlope sings one of her own praise poems. 
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That's the singing voice of Gcina Mhlope. But Gcina is also an actress. 
She's a member of the Market Theatre Company of Johannesburg that's 
recently been performing its show "Born in the RSA" to enthusiastic 
audiences at the Edinburgh Festival here in Britain, before going to 
the United States. The Market Theatre is renowned for its collective, 
ensemble performances but when she was in London Gcina came in to our 
studios to demonstrate a talent that she developed quite individually 
out of her own experience. It would take a longer time than we have 
available to tell the extraordinary story of her childhood. Suffice it 
to say that it involved being given away as a baby, being brought up 
in Durban by her grandmother, and then being kidnapped by thugs acting 
on behalf of her natural mother back to the hardships of rural Transkei. 
But through all the traumas Gcina maintained the reactions and the 
imagination of a happy little child. In the one-woman show that she's 
performed in various parts of South Africa and in Lesotho she recreates 
the game she used to play in her Transkei garden where she is a 
schoolteacher and the flowers are the class of children. Beneath the 
humour though there's a good deal of pain. 
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Gcina Mhlope performs part of a monologue from her one-woman show 
'Have You Seen Zandile' in which she relives her childhood experiences. 
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The startling qualities of her voice are demonstrated to even greater 
effect, perhaps, in her songs. They're essentially traditional Xhosa 
praise songs but they're strongly related to conditions in present-day 
South Africa. Here's one of them. 

Gcina Mhlope sings one of her own praise poems in Xhosa in praise of 
a fine female dancer. 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Gcina Mhlope from South Africa with one of her praise songs. And praise 
is due to the group of musicians that you heard at the beginning of the 
programme. They were this year's first prizewinners in Tanzania's 
national cultural competition, which is run first on a local and regional 
basis and eventually reaches its climax with the final stages in 
Dar es Salaam, when village groups get the opportunity to display their 
talents on the national stage. The competition is organised by 
The Ministry of Culture. Godwin Kaduna is Director of Arts and Music 
in the ministry and he has no doubts about the value of the competition. 

GODWIN KADUNA 

This particular competition is fully sponsored by the government. 
First to revive actual activities and to preserve our culture for our 
future generations but also it is proving to be one very popular means 
of entertainment which keeps people away from other unwanted activities. 
We must remember our history, there was a period when we were tending 
to move away from our own culture, you could say from our own aesthetics. 
Moving towards aesthetics that we didn 1 t quite understand, we have been 
imitating quite a lot. Anytime you want to study any culture in any 
society I think the easiest way to do so is to go through their literature 
and through their arts and it is in this way that we are intending 
to preserve the arts, create some literature. In the future people will 
be able to understand themselves much more. 
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And the first prizewinners this year were from a village called Nzali 
in Dodoma Region in central Tanzania. They perform in the language 
and on the instruments of the Wagogo people who are the main ethnic 
group of Dodoma. As our tribute to their victory let's end with a good 
long extract from their performance. Till next week at the same time 
this is Alex Tetteh-Lartey saying goodbye. 


