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Hello and welcome from Alex Tetteh-Lartey. We begin and end 
today ' s "Arts and Africa'' in Zimbabwe - with the music of Thomas Mapfumo. 

MUSIC 

The Chimurenga Singles - Chipatapata 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

"Chipatapata" is one of the songs that made Mapfumo a thorn in 
the flesh of the Smith r egime in the last years before independence 
with a lyric that goes: 

"If the Lord knew better 
He could take poverty and throw it away 
Then give the wealth to t he people." 

MUSIC 
The Chimurenga Singles - Chipatapata 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Dambudzo Marechera's Zimbabwean novel "The House of Hunger" 
was written in those colonial days. After independence it was 
fi l med for television by a British company and that film proved a 
turning point for a young man who was all set for a life in commerce 
or finance . Claude Maredza was given the chance to play the lead and 
this was the first s t ep in what he'd like to be a career in films . 
Southern Africa has provided the backdrop for many a box office 
success but soon film makers from abroad are going to be meeting a 
home- grown chal lenge. Claude Maredza's been telling Jayne Roscoe 
about his first four years in films . 

CLAUDE MAREDZA 

I was actually introduced to film in 1982 when I was chosen to be 
the main actor in the film "The House of Hunger" and thereafter I 
just thought that, maybe, Zimbabweans needed their own films, so I 
wrote a story, a documentary , concerning some insects found in my home 
area, the former Tribal Trust Lands now the Communal Lands . That 
documentary project proposal was readily accepted by the government 
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film unit and I made a film on that and thereafter my interest grew, 
I have participated in a • number 6f film projects and handled some myself. 

JAYNE ROSCOE 

Having started on the one side of the camera, as it were, for the 
film, do you see yourself now staying behind the camera. or do you 
see yourself going on, being in films again? 

CLAUDE MAREDZA 

I actually find that both sides are very interesting. I have 
written a script for feature film concerning the war of liberation 
in South Africa. I am trying to raise funds for this feature script 
and in it I want to be both behind and in front of the camera because 
I find that I might actually treat the subject better as an actor 
as well, not just as a director or in the production side only . 

JAYNE ROSCOE 

What sort of training did you have to undertake? 

CLAUDE MAREDZA 

Unfortunately I have never really been trained at all. I have 
had to train myself by script -writing and directing. I have an 
accountancy background and my degree is in accountancy so I help 
myself there with the budgeting and the monitoring of finances during 
any project I do. 

JAYNE ROSCOE 

Is there any one particular film-maker whose work you admire or who 
you set as a model for your own work? 

CLAUDE MAREDZA 

Yes, I have watched some Sembene Ousmane films. He is a 
West African, film-maker linked to the French because of the colonial 
history of his country, Senegal, and I find that very African -
although a lot of t he technical work is actually done in France -
but I find the subjects he deals with very akin to Africa as a whole 
and I admire his work of art. 

JAYNE ROSCOE 

What are the special techniques that he does? Or is it just the 
issues that he tackles? 

CLAUDE MAREDZA 

It is the issues and the techniques as well . The music, it is 
African music that he uses, very much finds itself interwoven with 
the subjects that he tackles. And also the locations he choses are 
quite akin to the subject he is tackling. 

JAYNE ROSCOE 

So how do you use those in your own films? 
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CLAUDE MAREDZA 

So far I have been rnvolved in documentaries but as much as I can 
I use for my music choirs by local people like women's choirs. Just 
at the moment I am trying to do a film on women's developmental 
projects. Instead of using copyright music I am going to have to 
use their own songs, their singing. 

JAYNE ROSCOE 

The documentaries that you have made, are they issues that 
concern you or have they been work that has been commissioned by 
other agencies? 

CLAUDE MAREDZA 

Commissioned yes, but created by me. I think of a documentary, I 
write a project proposal, I look around for various possible 
commissioners or doner agencies who can then put up the money. And 
if they like what I am proposing they then give me the money and I 
go out and put the script on celluloid. 

JAYNE ROSCOE 

Can you give me an idea of one of your recent documentaries? 

CLAUDE MAREDZA 

Yes, at the moment I am making a film on diarrhoea, control of 
diarrhoeal diseases - it is dehydration in a child - and then I 
went on to research to find out that they have, in fact, what 
they call now, oral rehydration therapy and I found that it was 
a very good subject for a documentary so I told my idea to UNICEF 
and they liked it a l0t and I am in the process of editing the film now. 

JAYNE ROSCOE 

Now what about getting money . You say you go to the various aid 
agencies . Is it a problem getting money? 

CLAUDE MAREDZA 

Yes, it is a problem so you just have to keep going and going until 
one of these days you get lucky. 

JAYNE ROSCOE 

As I understand it, the documentaries that you have made have 
been mainly educative. 

CLAUDE MAREDZA 

That's right. 

JAYNE ROSCOE 

Would you ever consider doing something slightly controversial or 
political? 
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CLAUDE MAREDZA 

Yes, yes, yes, I am going to do a documentary on women ' s development 
projects and there wil l be quite a lot of controversial stuff in 
there. The women themselves talk about doner agencies coming to 
them to dictate projects seen through the eyes of the doner agencies 
rather than the women ' s projects themselves see it. The women 
don ' t like this and they are going to say this on film . Also , they 
talk about one of the major problems which is universal but is 
only now being introduced in Zimbabwe - feminism , and how sexism 
impedes their progress as women who are trying to weave themselves 
through the development process in Zimbabwe and that is a very 
controversial issue. 

JAYNE ROSCOE 

From what I have read in the papers, Claude, Zimbabwe is becoming 
increasingly popular with international film- makers - great epic 
films are being made here. How do you feel about that? 

CLAUDE MAREDZA 

I fee l kind of bitter on the one hand and okay about it on the 
other. A lot of these film companies have been coming here for the 
good weather and cheap labour I haven ' t participated at all in the 
three films that have already been shot here namely ' Jake Speed ' , 
'King Solomon ' s Mines ' and the sequal to ' King Solomon's Mines' called 
' Quartermaine ' for that reason , although I was offered parts to 
play of production or acting. On the other hand , the good thing 
about it is that it means that we could , maybe, get experience in 
film- making working with big companies. But then I think we shoul d 
lay a better base of dealing with these international film making 
companies so that we benefit properly from their coming here by 
gaining that experienc e and so on. But what I say at the moment is 
that it is just a lot of exploitation. 

JAYNE ROSCOE 

What is the latest on Attenborough and his film ' Biko'? Is that 
still going to be filmed here? 

CLAUDE MAREDZA 

Yes, he had his whole crew here, pre-production people I suppose, 
just to have a look at the Zimbabwean kinds of settings and so on. 
I had the chance to speak to the casting director and I would really 
like to work on 'Biko ' because it is a progressive film. It talks 
about a South African fighter and it is very much related to the 
Zimbabwean struggle as well . They saw my films, the one I acted in 
and the one I produced and directed, and they seemed to be going 
to employ me both in acting and in production as well. I am really 
looking forward to that. 

JAYNE ROSCOE 

How do you think Attenborough will treat the subject? 
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CLAUDE MAREDZA 

I hope he has got that political insight to treat that subject 
in the way we in Southern Africa want it, besides talking about the 
protagonist himself, Biko, who would have wanted that to be, and 
that is to show the exact situation as it is - the suffering of the 
black masses there. We just hope that he has the understanding to be 
able to treat that subject as it should be treated and as we would 
like it to be treated i.e., painting the real picture as it happens. 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Claude Maredza tabking to Jayne Roscoe. 

And that mention of a film being made about Steve Biko by the 
British film director Richard Attenborough made us curious to find 
out more about what, up to now, has been a rumour . So Florence Akst's 
been doing some research for us. Florence what have you found out 
about this film "Biko"? 

FLORENCE AKST 

The first thing, I think is that it is unlikely to be called 
"Biko" . It is much more likely to be called "Asking for Trouble" 
which is the name of a book about Biko that was written by his fellow 
South African, Donald Woods, the white South African newspaper 
editor who fled from South Africa and is now living here in Britain. 
I've found another book of his called 'Black and White' in which 
Donald Woods is writing about South African sport but I can 
understand something of the impact of meeting Biko from what he 
writes here . 

QUOTES FROM: 'Black and White' on death of his ' close friend', Biko. 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Now how did Attenborough get the idea about making a film on Biko? 

FLORENCE AKST 

Donald Woods put the idea to him: he said, do you know the story 
of Steve Biko? I've written it and here is my book and, in fact, 
he actually approached Richard Attenborough when Attenborough had 
just been awarded the Martin Luther King Peace Prize in 1983 for 
his film on Gandhi. 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Is that the reason why he has been thought the appropriate person 
to make the film, or has he other qualifications? 

FLORENCE AKST 

Well I think that it is he who thinks he is the appropriate person and 
no doubt it was this film about Mahatma Gandhi and his campaigns of 
passive resistance against the British Colonial force in India that 
made Donald Woods interested in trying to procure him as the film 
director . 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Now apart from his quality as a film-maker, do you think he is 
the right man to take up this subject? I hate to ask because it may 

T' 



sound prejudiced . 

FLORENCE AKST 
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Well what I would say in his favour is that he ' s shown something 
of a liberal conscience in ''Gandhi", on the other hand most of his 
films have been very large scale. "Gandhi" showed you huge crowd 
scenes, the vast political canvas of India, whether the Steve Biko 
film is going to be that scale I don't know. 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

And when is this film due to be released? 

FLORENCE AKST 

Well, they are still casting it - in fact at this very moment 
the casting is still going on, so they ' re not expecting it to be 
screened until the end of next year, 1987. 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Thank you Florence . And we'll be looking for more news as the 
film gets under way. And now, Thomas Mapfumo and Blacks Unlimited 
are going to round off today's "Arts and Africa", so from 
Alex Tetteh- Lartey , until we meet again next week, it's goodbye. 

MUSIC 

The Chimurenga Singles - Butsu Mutandarika . 
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