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ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

This is Alex Tetteh-Lartey with Arts and Africa. Today we 
have great pleasure in welcoming to the studio two young actors from 
the Soyinka Black Tqeatre in Soweto, South Africa. They are Hamilton 
Silwane and John Le~aba. And they are currently touring Britain 
with their two-man play "Egoli". Egoli which translated means 
"City of Gold" is a hard hitting portrayal of·· the plight of two 
migrant workers in South Africa today. It was banned when it first 
came out in South Africa but has been playing to packed houses here 
in Britain. 

Now with me, in the studio, are the two actors. Now I 
begin with you John. Tell me something about this Soyinka Theatre. 

JOHN .ABA 

We belong to a group called the Creative Youth Association 
which is an umbrella body. It' is based in Soweto. In this group 
we deal with different aspects of art. We have the creative writing 
department which is creative writing and poetry and we have the theatre 
department then the music department. Then we have the theatre 
department called the Soyinka Black Theatre named .after the well-
known Nigerian playwright, - Wole Soyinka. This name, Soyinka, also 
means something like 'the people are afraid of us' you know. It's 
an encouraging way of resistance actually, to really give a lot of 
resistance spirit to who·ever takes part in the group, you know, that 
"Look, you are yourself, you are so powerful that .people are afraid 
of you" and we also wanted to give credit to the playwright, Wole 
Soyinka. Our naming the group after him wasn't from an opportunistic 
point of view but it was more to really make some of our legends 
live in the people's minds. So we are really trying our best to 
let certain names live in people's minds which is so important and 
which really led us to name the group after Wole Soyinka. 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

I see. Now what is this play about? Can you glve us the gist 
of the theme? I'll come to you Hamilton. 
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HAMILTON SILWANE 

The play is based on two mine workers. These mine workers 
have met before in prison, having been imprisoned for different 
crimes, one a political crime and the other one for rape and murder. 
In prison they were chained together with manacles around their necks . 
Then they escape, free themselves from the chains and then they end 
up working in the mines. But then when theyare in the mines, they 
find out that the stress and depression that they suf'fered in prison 
is not yet overcome. They look at the similarities of their life 
styles in the mine compound and in prison, noting that the difference 
is just that you volunteer to be a prisoner in situations like being 
a migrant worker, staying in the compound, and in prison it's 
enforcement. But the treatment and the experiences are exactly 
the same and the play tries to highlight this point and voice the 
aspirations and to awaken the stereotype consciousness of the public 
when looking at these two different situations so as to make them 
aware that, mentally, we all are suppressed and imprisoned. So we 
must free ourselves. 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Well Hamilton and John, perhaps you could act for us the 
scene where the prisoners have escaped from prison with hoops around 
their necks and chains around their hands and they're trying to cut 
them. 

TAPE 

EXTRACT - "EGOLI". 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Wel l thank you very much John and Hamilton. That was an 
extremely moving scene and for the benefit of listeners you were 
removing your collars and trying to cut the chains with a stone. 
Now to end the programme we'll ask John and Hamilton to sing us 
another song from the play "Egoli" . Until this time next week thls 
is Alex Tetteh-Lartey saying goodbye. 

TAPE 

EXTRACT - "EGOLI". 


