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This is Alex Tetteh-Lartey saying welcome to today 7 s edition 
of "Arts and Africa". 

MU~IC - MUSIQUE DAHOMEENNES 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Music from the Republic of Benino Thatis what the Mahi people 
play at their funerals. A traditional sound and one that goes back as 
far as the human memory can goo But music is a living art and develops 
and changes as the experience of the music ·makers may changeo By the 
last century at Abomey in Benin this is the sound that the King and 
his court would hear in the royal palaceo 

MUSIC - MUSIQUE DAHOMEENNES 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

This performance was actually recorded in the palace that once 
belonged to King Behanzin, the last king of Abomey, who was sent into 
exile by the French colonial government. Travellers of all sorts and 
especially the colonisers have introduced new musical ideas wherever 
they've been on the continent. New instruments like trumpets, guitars 
and so on have given new colour to old ideas, but to my. ears at least, 
the spirit of African music remains as strong as evero 

MUSIC - UoCoAoS~ JAZZ BAND DE SEDHIOU 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

That was music from Senegalo You may even recognise the 
distinctive sound of the U.CoAoSo Jazz Band playing the music of the old 
town of Sed.hiou in the Casamance Region down in the far south of Senegalo 
The French influence is loud and clear but -it certainly isn1 t French musico 

One of the earliest visitors to Africa to leave an accurate 
written account of his travels was Ibn Battatu, an Arab who went on a 
series of protracted journeys, first in East Africa ·and then in West Africao 
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ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

He wrote in Arabic which was then translated into European languages and 
it was from him that the people in Europe first heard of the City of 
Timbuctoo, the capital of the powerful Empire of Mali, Timbuctoo with 
its university and library. And all this happened 600 years ago. As 
far as I've been able to find out Ibn Battatuis manuscripts have long 
since disappeared. All we have are translations into European languages 
but there is a tremendous interest and value in early manuscripts and 
books printed about contacts between Africa and the Middle East and Africa 
and Europeo Recently there was an exhibition of part of the collection 
held by the University of Birmingham here in England. One of the 
librarians, Tom French, took Mark Ralph-Bowman round the exhibition 
pointing out some of the rarest of the books. 

TOM FRENCH 

Our oldest books are two seventeenth century items. One is quite 
a small book, it is called "The Golden Coast or a Description of Guinea". 
It 9s dated 1665 and I think some indication of treway people felt in 
those days can be obtained from the title pageo It has rather a splendid 
list of sub-titles, I'll read it out: "The Golden Coast or a Description 
of Guinea in its Air and Situation, in the Commodities imported thither 
and exported thence, in their way of Traffic, their Laws and Customs, in 
its People, Religion, War and Peace, in its Ports and Havens, in four 
rich Voyages to that Coast". And then I think the telling phrase is this: 
"Together with the Relation of such Persons as got Wonderful Estates by 
their Trade thither"o 

MARK RALPH-BOWMAN 

Yes, and I think that also ties up with the Ogilby Atlas doesn't it? 
Isn't there something on the title page there about treasures or something? 

TOM FRENCH 

There is indeed. The Ogilby Atlas is a splendid book. It 9 s about 
ten times the size of the little book we were just looking at. It's dated 
1670. It has a magnificent title page which is almost as long as the 
rest of the book, and opposite is this splendid frontispiece showing 
a rather fanciful conception of an African king surrounded by all sorts 
of admirers and persons, some people who look like gods from European 
mythology, wild animals, crocodiles and so on and over him is a large 
canopy emblazoned "Africa". The title page says: "Africa, being an 
accurate description of the Regions of Egypt, Barbary, Libya and 
'Biladurgorid111 a I 9ve no idea where that is, and it continues in this 
way for quite a length and mentions: "their Governments and Policy, 
variety of Trade and Barter and also their wonderful Plants, Beasts, 
Birds and Serpents", and this was published in 16700 
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ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Most of the cocoa imported into Britain from West Africa is 
processed in Birmingham. This long standing connection between England's 
second largest city and West Africa is one reason why the collection is 
housed in Birminghamo There was a great deal of support amongst the 
Birmingham cocoa merchants for the abolition of the slave trade and this 
is echoed in the exhibition. William Wilberforce, who spearheaded the 
movement to abolish slavery, is not forgotteno 

TOM FRENCH 

Yes, the book by Wilberforce is called, "A Letter on the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade addressed to the Freeholders and other Inhabitants 
of Yorkshire". It's dated 1807 and is one of his many important works 
which was so instrumental in causing the abolition of the slave trade in 
awakening the conscience of the people of this countryo Another splendid 
item is called "A Tribute for the Negro" and as you can see it has this 
beautifully embossed cover showing a picture of an African freed from his 
shackles with the caption: "Am I not a man and a brother?" 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

But you mustn't run away with the idea that the University of 
Birmingham collection is made up of nothing but curious old volumes. 
There's a surprising range of 20th century publications as Mark Ralph-Bowman 
discovered. 

MARK RALPH-BOWMAN 

Now to turn from these older books perhaps, you 9ve got quite a 
big holding of modern literature, the Onitsha chap-books and that sort 
of thing, haven't you? But perhaps more interesting to a lot of people 
than those, maybe the small pamphlets and publications from other parts 
of Africa. There's some from Kenya, I believe, some modern pamphlets, 
or stories, or what are they? 

TOM FRENCH 

Yes, we have a variety of publications of this nat-ure which we 
endeavour to collect as systematically as we can, principally from Nigeria 
but also, as you mentioned, from Kenya and from Ghanao They tend to be 
of the chap-book variety, 'market literature' is the term often applied 
in Nigeria o There is genuine interi.::st in these, both as expressions of a 
popular literary consciousness and also as evidence of some of the social 
problems that people write about and discuss, quite often in the form of 
short dramas and novelettes set in contemporary African society, and the 
different conflicts between traditional ideals and pressures of 
Europeanisation and so fortho The one from Ghana is a splendid little 
pamphlet. It's quite an old one - as usual these things aren't dated but 
it must be 1950 1 s 1960 1 s. It's just a little booklet "The Love Letter 
Writer" it's called by Uncle Wamek and as with many of the Nigerian 
chap-books it sets out sample letters for a young man to win the favours 
of a young girl or vice-versa with sample letters and advice on how to 
proceed. The Kenyan examples are something rather differento They're 
more r ecent, 1970's, little novelettes, romances with an African background 
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TOM FRENCH 

they have rather attractive coloured covers, boldly drawn figures of 
stewardessess and doctors and teachers in various interesting romantic 
situations and I'm sure they are very popular in their own country. 

MARK RALPH-BOWMAN 

And in one case I noticed that particular secretary rather scantily 
clad, one would have thought, for office life? 

TOM FRENCH 

Yes, yes, "Love and Learn" this one is called and there seems to be 
some very extraordinary goings on in this particular school, but I 1m 
sure it's all good clean fun! 

MARK RALPH-BOWMAN 

Oh, it's a school? 

TOM FRENCH 

I think it 9 s a school, it might be a university, yes . 

MARK RALPH-BOWMAN 

It's interesting to find these modern pamphlets in a r are book 
collection. What would you say if somebody said "these books shouldn't 
be here, they should be somewhere else" what case could you make for 
putting them in a rare book collection? 

TOM FRENCH 

I think one can make out quite a strong case for this. A lot of 
this material is impossible to replace now. The material from Nigeria -
much of it dates from the '60's and early '70's although later examples 
are now coming through and we have a regular arrangement with a Nigerian 
bookseller to send us examples of these. But there's a gr eat deal of 
interest in these pamphlets, not only in Birmingham but in Britain and 
indeed in other countries. For example , a colleague of mine at the 
British Museum Library is compiling a Union Catalogue of these items and 
some of ours in Birmingham are clearly unique and not held anywhere else 
in Great Britain. This type of literature has been the subject, of course: 
of a couple of learned studies by Dr. Ogbeachina who ' s written works on 
Nigerian market liter ature and analysed them. 

MARK RALPH-BOWMAN 

In the current climate of opinion amongst some people that African 
treasures ought to be in Africa, how do you feel about having these rare 
African books tucked away in an English university library? 
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TOM FRENCH 

Well, of course, they are freely available to visiting scholars and 
unlike African treasures they, for the most part, were printed in this 
country or in other European countries. They have, therefore, never 
really left their home and they are extremely valuable, of course, as 
source materials for anyone studying the early history of European 
involvement with Africa. The market literature pamphlets are purchased 
from Nigerian booksellers and I would have thought our investment in them 
was in some small way perhaps a contribution to the economy of that country 
in that we have a regular order with a Nigerian bookseller to purchase 
such material as he is able to send us. 

ALEX TETTEH-LARTEY 

Tom French, a librarian at the University of Birminghamp talking to 
Mark Ralph-Bowman. And to finish the programme here is the UCAS Jazz Band 
playing more music from the Casamance. I'll be back with you at the same 
time next week. Till then from Arts and Africa this is Alex Tetteh-Lartey 
saying goodbye. 
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