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Hello, this is AJ.ex Tetteh-Lartey with Arts and Africa. Today 
we have a full report on the 32nd Frankfurt Book Fair in West Germany 
which ended last week. This year the Fair concentrated on publishing in 
Africa. As we heard from David Sweetman last week, in his report 
direct from the Fair, the African authors and publishers had protested 
about the presence of White South African publishers and had boycotted 
the Fair for a day. David Sweetman is back with us and is here to 
report. David •••• 

DAVID SWF.ETMAN 

The South African publishers have been coming to the Fnankfurt 
Book Fair for mnny years but until now only a handful of black African 
publishers have attended. The Fair is 2normous - eight huge halls like 
aircraft hangers filled with row aft~r row of booths in which the many 
hundreds of publishers display their most recent books, not to sell them 
to the public but to exchange ' rights', as they call ~ontracts, amongst 
themselves. The Africnn publishers had been invited for the first time 
nnd their expenses paid for by the West German government. They were 
allocated a hall of their own which also housed a major exhibition of· 
books by African publishers or by other publishers for Africa. But on 
the first day of the Fair, black authors and publishers left this hall, 
no. 7, and occupied tho South African stands in hall 5. But it is 
important to remeflber that this was not some dry political manoeuvre -
it ho.d n cul tura.l dimension as witness the impass-ioned p9etry :..~eadil}g 
by Jo.mes Matthews the South African a11thor who had been allowed out of 
South Africo for the first time. 

~.....§.. MA'I'THEWS 

POETRY EXTRJl~CT 

DAVID SWEETMAN 

Jumes Matthews, the South hfrican poet mixing poetry and polemic 
at the opening of the book fair. On the second day, the day of the 
African boycott, I spoke to Peter Wiedhaas, Director of the rrankfurt 
Book Fair and asked him if the African reo.ction had surprised him. 
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PETER WIEDHAAS 

Of course not. If you make such an event for black .A:frl.ca, then 
you must account for such reactions. Of course, I would have liked it to 
go other ways but I fully accept this. 

DAVID SWZETMAN 

What do you think will now happen, will you be trying to 
exclude South Africa? 

PETER WIEDHAAS 

I can't exclude South Africa. The Book Fair has a certain 
postion of monopoly in the field of Book Fairs and if we were to 
exclude South Africa or any other country or publisher 9 they could 
come within the same time by law and enter the Book Fair again. 

DAVID S\'v'EETfvlAN 

There is no country 9 you are saying, that is excluded from the 
Frankfurt Book Fair? 

PETER WIEDHAAS 

Not at all, no country. 

DAVID SWEETI'{AN 

Taiwan? 

PETER WIEDHMS 

Taiwan is invited, they can come, but they didn't show up until 
now. 

DAVID SWEETMAN 

What you:.!re so.ying is that Tawan can come as long as it does 
not try to call itself by _the name it chooses. Is that right? 

PETER WIEDHA.AS 

By the name of the Republic of Chinn. 
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DAVID SvJEETMAN 

Would it not be possible to argue that the claims of the South 
f.frican government to be the Republic of South Africn a~e equally 
inval id? 

P-.-,r.,,- •\Y'• r:,l,:.,K WIEDH!.AS 

Well that could be a question. I don't know, I haven't 
thought about that . What we did wo.s to support the other .::iide of 
the informat.ion so we invited the A.N.C. and SWAPO and they came. 

DAVID SWEETMAN 

The following day the fair resumed but the South African 
writers were determind to bring home to the visiting public the reasons 
fort.heir protest. Here is South African poet, Sipho Sepamla reading to 
one of the large o.udiences that gathered in hall 7. 

SIPHO SEP.A.MLA 

POETRY EXTRACT. 

Ti\.PE 

MUSIC EXTRACT BY THE NATIONAL BALLET OF SENEGAL. 

DAVID SWEETI1AN 

Not all the fair was literary. On the first evening there was 
an Jtfricnn party attended by former Weet German Chancellor, Willi Brandt, 
with music and dancing by the National Ballet of Senegal. 

TAPE -
MUSIC EXTRACT BY THE NhTIONAL BALLET OF SENEGAL. 

DAVID SWEETMftN 

The National Ballet of Senegal. Well important as it was, the 
anti-apartheid protest wa.s only one element in so large a gathering. 
The original intention of introducing ~irican publishers to each other 
and their non-African colleagues went ahead. I spoke to Vernon Wilson 
the Managing Director of Fourah Bay College Boohshop at the University 
of Sierra Leone. Vernon we..s in chc.rge of the stand representing o.11 his 
countries publishing - most, understandably, involved in educational 
publishing. I asked Vernon Wilson if there was any scope for genernl 
publishing, novels and so on, in Sierrn Leone. 

VERNON WILSON 

I feel so but the point is that we lnck the expertise at the 
moment. 
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DAVID SWEETMIJ\T 

What do you think needs to be done to develop the book trade in 
Sierra Leone? 

VERNON WILSON 

We need n dj_stribution centre, an advanced printing press and a 
publishing house. I feel the government could help in that respect. 

DAVID SWEETMAN 

Is this the first time you've been to Frankfurt for the Book 
Fair? 

VERNON WILSON 

Yes, this is my first time. 

DAVID SWEETM.AI\J 

What are your impressions? 

VERNON WILSON 

Well it's huge, it's mammoth and it lacks the persC'nal touch 
because people n:,e very busy. 

DAVID SWEETMAN 

Yes. Have you made many contacts here? 

VERNON WILSO!J 

Yes, I have. I have met o. few publishers, printers and book 
representatives from various countries. 

DAVID SWEETMA.l\J 

Who.t do you think the importance of this £air will be f0r the 
African participants? 

VERNON WILSON 

I think the essence of the Book Fo.ir, this year, is to enable 
African publishers, writers, distributors to meet and understand one 
another nnd to see what publications there a.re in another country. 
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DAVID SWEETM!ili 

Have you, for example, seen something on one of the African 
ste.nds that you think would be good for Sierra Leone, that you would 
like to hnve? 

VERNON WILSON 

Yes, I have seen a few. In fact, I wns discussing, with the 
representative from Ghana, certain books that would.be useful for. 
students in Sierrn Leone. 

DAVID SWEETMAN 

So do you think you might come back to Frankfurt next year even 
when it's not especially an African year. Do you think it might still 
have something to offer to you as a place for meeting other Africans at 
lenst? 

VERNON WILSON 

I thiri..k so. I am fortunate to have the principal of the 
University of Fourah Bny College with us, Dr. Eldred-Jones and in 01.1r 
discussinn last night, I told him that our interests must be to set up 
a well-established publishing house so that we will be able to print and 
co-author our books. 

DAVID SWl~ETMAN 

But even if African publishers like Vernon Wilson do improve 
their publishing skills and wish to return to Frankfurt next year, they 
are going to find themselves faced with this new area of conflict - the· 
insistence thnt white South ~fricans must be excluded, something that the 
West Germans sny is impossible. I asked one of the leading protestors, 
Somali novelist, Nurridin Farah who.t would heppen next. 

NURRIDIN FARAH 

Before I answer that question I would like to say what I said 
to my German friends 0.110. the statements that we made. We sc:d.d to the 
Germans: "You live in a dirty house 9 we do not want to share your 
dirty house with you any more. You ho.ve twelve months to clean it, 
please take your brooms and clean it and th~n we will come and share it 
with you", point one . Point two. How is this going to work? It 
will work because what we are going to do the moment we leave here is 
to continue putting pressure on the governments in Africa, on all the 
members of the OAU and all the members and friends of Afric~ so thnt 
no person who is a friend of Africo. wil1 po.rticipate here next year if 
South Africa is represented here. 

Tl.PE· -
MUSIC EXTRACT BY THE NATIONAL BALLE'.!.~ OF SENEGAL. 
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ALEX TETTEH-Lf.RTEY 

That wns a report on the 32nd Frnnkfurt Book Fair by David 
Sweetman. David vr.i.11 be back next week with a look e.t some of the 
success stories from the fair - a report that shows how valuable it was 
for African publishers to meet together at this vast international 
meeting place. For this week we leave you with more music from 
Frankfurt by the National Ballet of Senegal • .And this is Alex 
Tetteh-Lartey saying goodbye. 


