
· Arts and Africa 
II]If}~ 

I 

I 
I 

I 

. I 

ALEX ~ETTEH-LARTEY -

AR'I'S AND AFRICA 

298pP 

Hello, this is Alex Tetteh-Lartey with another edition of 'Arts and Africa'. 
As we know Nigeria has just gone through extremely complex and lengthy 
elections to determine her future civilian, government. But while the 
electoral process was going on, the people of Anambra State had things 
to distract and enlighten them,. ABC The Anambra Broadcasting Corporation 
put on a three day festival of music called "Rainbow '79 11 , which brought 
together a wide range of talents and styles. Well, Liz Blunt of the 
African Service, as in Anambra at the time, and she spoke to the Hea.d of 
ABC's Outside Broadcasts, Pete Edochie, to find out what the festival 
was all about. 

PETE EDOCHTE 

Well it intended to induce cultural awareness. There · :has been a lot of 
conscious effort on the part of the ordinary people to imbibe Western 
culture, but we're concerned with reviving our culture so that we can 
at least give a definition to our way of life. 

LIZ BLUNT 

What's it involved this year? 

EDOCHIE 

Culture again - we had something of this nature last year, but it was not 
on such a scale. This is a much larger scale; we had to bring some 
performers from other states of the Federation. We said in the brochure 
which we circulated that the idea is to awaken the conscious~ess of people 
to their existing culture which is suppressed by influences which are not 
in the interests of our people. 

LIZ BLUfil 

Is this Ibo culture or Anambra culture . How would you describe it? 

EOOCHIE 

It is Anambra culture - but in broader terms it's Nigerian culture. 
Nj~erian because our culture is bascially the same from State to State 
wlth only slight variations that do not really count. So I would say 
that the emphasis is on .An.ambra culture. 
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BLUNT 

What has ABC been presenting this year in the festival 
plays or art? 

J2_QOCHig 

concerts, 

vle are presenting classical music for our people who spent so many 
years abroad. 

BLUNT 
- 7f 

European .classical? 

EDOCHIE 

European really, as it•s the home of classical music, but the emphasis 
is more on the cultural music of our own people, But to cater for a 
much wider spectrum of the audience, we also have the popular music 
section which is sprea.d over three nights. To start, we have the 
classical pieces by some Reverend Fathers who were trained in Italy. 
He feature some solo performers who were trained in England and 
America. On the second night we had cultural musj_c, and those who 
supplied the music were people who were drawn_ from various parts of 
the State and outside the State. And on the third night we nre 
having p~pular music. So the entire festival is spread over three 
nights in three catergories, classical, contemporary, folk and pop. 

BLUNT 

ABC is there to make radio programmes. 11fuat's it doing putting on this 
sort of event? 

RDOCHIE 
....:. - .:. 

ks you should know, as a broadcaster with a long standing reputation, 
Broadcasting House exists to inform, educate and entertain. Well, 
this is one aspect of the information we are trying to put across. 
Like I said earlj_er on to awaken people to the relevance of a living 
culture but which has been suppressed by outside influences. This 
is part of a gigantic programme - it is intended to make the radio 
relevant to as many people as possible. Not necessarily the 
enlightened people, or those who can claim to be enlightened, but 

every other person j_n society no matter what stratum of the society 
he or she may belong to. 

BLUNT 

Is Anambra the only broadcasting corporation doing this, or are 
all Nigerian r Fidio statj_ons patronising the arts in the same way? 

EDOCHIF. 

I don't want to sound very vain here, but Anambra Broadcasting 
Corporation is the only one that is experimenting with this. The 
other radio stations do not, as yet, have the idea. They are 
probably likely to take the idea from us in the near future, but 
for now we are doing it all alone. 
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BLUNT -
What about audience response - have you had good audiences? 

EDOCHIE 

It's been incredible. We have not been able to cope with the audience; 
we probably under-estimated the response. The elections have created 
a lot of tension, and we thought everyone would be talking elections. 
But from the look of things people want some little entertainment now 
and again just of diffuse the tension of the elections. We have had 
to cope with more people than we anticipated, which is a singular 
success, even though people have been inconvenienced in the process. 

BLUNT 

I was at your concert last night and we've recorded some music -
perhaps you could tell us something about that programme - it started 
off with a troupe of girls, dancing, dressed in orange what were they 
doing? 

EDOCHIE 

They are the Egwube dancers from Umwoji. As a matter of fact the music 
came from the ~nambra local government area - Anambra State, which is 
where I come from. As time went on some modifications were introduced. 
Origi.nally it starred chang1ings - kids who were born, they die they 
come again - and normally they do this dance at the dead of night. It 
grew from Egwube to I!.:gwu torch, when civilisation caught up with us. 
People from the enlightened section of the society, when going back to 
the rural areas were coming with torchlights and were sneaking out at 
r1ight to steal on these gi.rls. So it converted to Egwu torch. 

BLUNT 

What sort of torches - battery? 

EDOCHIE 

Yes. You must have observed that it featured mainly 11maidens", well 
it 's their dance; a maiden dance in fact. 

pLUNT 

There was a man with them. 

EDOCHIE -
He is responsible for putting them together. He's done a lot fof work 
organising the girls. Incidentally, he :happens to be regarded as a 
custodian of culture. He has not permitted his appreciation of culture 
to be adulterated by a few influences he has clashed with i11 his career. 
So he decided to get girls into a group revive this piece of music 
and set it in motion so that others can copy it, improve on i-c, 
modify it and use it always, so that his name can be immortalised 
before he dies. 

MUSIC EGWUBE D.4.N'CERS FROM UN1TO.Jr 
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ALEX TETTEH- LARTi:Y 

'l'he Egwube dancers from Umwoji with the ~gu torch dance. But who 
els<? was performing? 

~lfil 
We had some women who came all the way from Imo State. These women 
sing every-day philosophy, marital experience intended to advise 
the you.Yl.g girls who wish to marry. They weave their experiences into 
song. Sometimes they satirize their experiences, and that's when 
they draw a lot of applause from the audience. 

BLUNT ·---
Some of them were quite elderly women? 

EDOCHIE 

Most of them are, that's why they can sing about their marital 
experiences. 

BLUNT 

What musical instruments were they playing? 

EDOCHIE 

Basically native instruments - wooden instruments, a wooden 
pot which when you bang it produces a sound like the fiddle bass. 

BLUNT -
'I'here was another woman's group - 11The Pauline Sisters 11? 

fi:DOCHIE ~---~ 
The Pauline 3isters are based in Enugu, they again satirize society 
but there is more sophistication in their performance. They 
are women who are married, and leading their ordinary lives, but 
decided to get together and form a cultural group. Most of the 
songs they sing are traditional songs. All they did was to 
dramatise the songs that they can be best appreciated. 

BLUN'l' 

3ome of them were quite comic songs. 

EDOCHIE 

They are very comic. Mostly they satire the men folk, and we are 
guilty of all they say! But it doesn't really matter \'le enjoy arery 

_aspect of it! 

MUSIC - THE PAULINE SISTERS. 

I 
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BLUNT 

Why were there so few men - there didn't seem to be many men groups 
last night, all the singers and dancers seemed to be women? 

EDOCHT:E: 

Well you have. mens groups, but as you know, most of the men who 
perform on cultural occasions are usually minstrels and they don't 
exceed two or three. So they come on stage, one sings the lead, 
and the other two supply the chorus •• 

BLUNT 

There was one troupe of men - a group of musicians with a lead 
s ing_ers • Who were they? 

EDOCHIE .. 
He j_s a VC!"-J young and extraordinary talented person. He's a 
philiosopher, he sings his personal experiences, philosophy most of 
the time. He tri(;;S to awaken people to what life is all about - the 
ups and downs, so that you learn to take whatever destiny sends 
you. In fact, that's the major philosophy in his recordings. He's 
had a very traumatic upbringing, and has had to fend for himself. 
But after all his experiences he decided to try an<i translate them 
into song so that he can provide some form of consolation to those 
who've gone through tribulations. Most of those who were playing 
the instruments for him are relations of his, so you could call it a 
11family11 group. 

How do you see this years' festival - has it been a success? 

EDOCHIE 

I t's been a tremendous success. Like I said vie probably under 
-estimated the response a: the Enugu population. But when we organise 
another festival I hope that we will have had an Arts Theatre in 
Enugu, because now that people are getting more aware of what is 
original to them, we would have even more people if we organised 
a f esti.val in the near future. 

BLIDIT 
·-- ial 

Each year you've done more,where do you go from here? 

EDOCHIJ: 

Now that we ~ve gone over to Ibo State, Cross River State, and 
Bendel State, we will probably go further afield for the next 
festival - we may get down to Lagos, Western States, to the 
Northern States, so that certain aspects of our culture which we 
have not spotlighted in this festival will be focused in the 
forthcoming festivals. 

ALli:X TETTEH-LARTEY 
-- - ~7m7 - ,..,i: 

Pete Edochie talking to Liz Blunt, about Anambra Broadcasting 
Corporation's Music Festi val, 11R.ainbow '7911 • And that's all from 
'Arts and Africa', for this week. Don't forget to join us again 
at the same time next week. Until then this is Alex Tetteh-lartey 
saying goodbye. 


