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Welcome to 11Arts and Africa". This is Alex Tetteh- Lartey 
introducing people of the Nile. 

SIGNATURE TUNE 

This week I bring you words of song - those of a whole 
singing people, the million Dinka in the Southern Sudan. 
Many men are at work collec~ing ·the material of indigenous 
cultures of various African people, but few can have made 
such exciting finds as a Sudanese diplomat, 
Francis Mading Deng. And he has recently published in the 
Oxford Library of African Literature, a book of these finds, 
11tThc Dinka and Their Sengs". It is from these that we 
have selected a few for your enjoyment. But first, let the 
Dinka welcome us themselves - with a Dance of Welcome, in 
which you will hear that the voice plays quite a part. 

DANCE OF WELCOME 

And who wouldn ' t feel welcome after that! 

The Dinka literally sing about everything, but above all, 
they sing about their oxen, to their oxen, and they make 
up long sagas in which the ox is one, if not the main 
character. Here is a splendid salute by one owner to his 
ox. 

ROGER GARTLAND 

'HOW GROW THE HORNS' 
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GARTLAND 

That was Roger Gartland who also reads this next song 
showing how closely an owner identifies with his ox. 

ro KUR, HELP' 

TETTEH-LARTEY 

But things are changing - have been changing for a long 
time, and there is fear that the world of beautiful oxen 
may vanish as the modern world moves in. Even so, the Dinka 
have a song for it - almost a song against Education and 
Progress. 

ANNE JAMESON 

tTHE EDUCATED ARE SPOILING THE COUNTRYt 

TETTEH-LARTEY 

GARTLAND 

There must be a lot of people in Africa who feel like that. 
But letts go on to the wandering Dinka who goes up to 
savour big city life in Khartoum and Omdurman. He has a 
common misfortune - he lands in gaol and laments the 
fact thus: 

'THE ARAB LAUGHED' 

TETTEH-LARTEY 

GARTLAND 

New times brought a new crisis and eventually there was 
war between north and south, but we won't sing you the 
fighting songs ef those too recent days. Some Dinka 
chose exile and wandered about Africa, but didn't care 
for other parts of·their continent much, nor its manners. 
Here is one of them singing of his experiences in the Congo. 

'GENTLEMEN BEG' 

TETTEH-LARTEY 

I donrt know whether he means Zaire or the country still 
called the Congo, and I don't think we'll inquire too 
closely. But, remembering that what we are listening to 
is translations into English, let's listen to a Dinka man 
actually singing one of these songs in his own language. 

DINKA SONG · 
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TETTEH-LARTEY 

JAMESON 

We've been in a bit of an all male world so far, and I 
think the women should also have their turn - for they sing 
as much as the men - or perhaps being women, even a bit 
more. Here is one lamenting the fact that she has been 
divorced - apparently because she had grown a little deaf 
and often did· not answer yes when her husband called. 
The song is given by Anne Jameson. 

'DIVORCE' 

TETTEH-LARTEY 

GARTLAND 

A sad little song. But it is not only women who are 
deserted by men, but also, men who are deserted by women. 
And here is a man singing about &n absconding wife he still 
loves. Roger Gartland again. 

'WHAT SHALL I DO WITH TOMORROW?' 

TETTEH-LARTEY 

JAMESON 

An equally sad little song. I hope I don't find myself 
i n such a state. Now hear a rebellious daughter, who is 
determined not to get married to the man of her father's 
choice - if she can help it. She was particularly incensed 
about being a second wifee Anne Jameson again. 

'WHhT MISFORTUNE' 

TETTEH- LARTEY 

JAMESON 

The author says that actually the girl finally married the 
man her father wanted her to - after singing about it all 
round the country. A tolerant lot, these Dinka husbands. 
Women are, of course, the greater tellers of cautionary 
tales. and the singers of them too. Here is the story of 
a boy who ignored the advice of his elders, tried to bring 
a goat home after dark, and waE killed by a lion. 

'ADIM' 

TETTEH-LARTEY 

JAMESON 

Alas, poor Adim. Thank heavens we don't all learn our 
lessons that way. But we can't leave you with an impression 
given earlier, that the Dinka are against learning and 
education. They also have songs celebrating progress in 
education. 

'HOUSE OF KNOWLEDGE' 
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TETTEH-LARTEY 

And there we must leave the wonderful, if changing, world 
of the Dinkas, except for this Love Dance we chose for our 
exit. · 

Meanwhile, this is Alex Tetteh-Lartey saying cheerio until 
next week when I hope you will join us again for another 
session of "Arts and Africa". 

DINKA LOVE DANCE 
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