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This week we have a report on a conference on livestock 

development held in Nigeria, and a lecturer in English 

at the University of Ghana, Legon, talks about the 
Ghanaian Popular Novel and the University's approach 

to the teaching of Afiican literature. 

In mid-June, at Ahmadu Bello University, Nigeria, a 
three-day international conference on Livesto~~ 
Development was held on the campus. The Conference 
was attended by delegates from Kenya, Mexico and the 

United States and from within Nigeria by representatives 

of the Federal and State governments and from research 

institutes and universities interested in livestock. 
Robin Story attended the conference and sent us this 

report. 

The convenor of the conference was Dr Glen H. Beck 
who is Provost for Agriculture and Veterinary Med fuine 

at the A.hrladu Bello University. He said, in his 
introduction, that the livestock industry in Nigeria 

had hardly begun to develop compared with the vast 
potential that existed. Certainly, there were problems, 

but with sufficient research these could be answered 

and the future development could theD be planned 
sensibly. The present situation of livestock in West 
Africa was summarised by Warren C. Putman. Along the 

fringes of the S~hara grazing land was deteriorating 

alarmingly and coupled with this was the menacing 

advance of the desert. If a meat market were to 
develop, the11 communications between the livestock 

producing areas in the north and the markets of the 
towns ar-d cities of t he south must be improved. 
Dr Putman suggested that integrated development areas 
linking the savannah with the coastal markets should 
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be delineated to guide the planners. In the countries 
of West Africa that he had visited Dr Putman had asked 
the same question: "What is the most difficult problem 
in developing a modern livestock industry? 11 The 
answer he got was nearly always the same - the people. 
Cattle in West Africa were bound up with people - the 
nomadic pasturalists who own them and to whom cattle 
are a way of life. All through the rest of the 
Conference such social problems appeared and were 
always just underneath the surface. 

Two ·open discussions followed. The first examined 
the marketing of animals and animal products like meat, 
milk, sktn, hides and so on. The second looked at the 

system of mixed farming i~e. incorporating cattle into 
the farming system for work, dung, milk and meat. 
Malam Al Khali Bida, Permanent Secretary of the North 
West State Ministry of Natural Resources criticised 
this concept as being too narrow. Because of disease, 
particularly Trypanosomiasis, the area in which cattle 

could be used was severely limited. In addition, 
economic factors, particularly the shortage of credit, 
hampered expansion. Malam Al Khali proposed that the 
concept should be broadened to include other livestock 
and to switch the emphasis from using cattle for work 
to using other animals for their dung. 

On the second day the emphasis changed to livestock 
feeding. After Dr Martin Gonzalez of the Animal 
Research Institute, Mexico,had described what had been 

achieved in his country with rangeland management, 
speakers from Nigeria reported the results of their 
research. Vegetation was being mapped so that future 
reserves and grazing areas might be wisely selected. 
Iwprovement to pastures was being undertaken by both 
the Ahmadu Bello University in the North and the 
Universit~es of Ife and of Ibadan in the South, and 
good progress was being maintained in all these areas. 
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be mostly concerned with cattle, other livestock were 
discussed by a panel of experts - pigs , poultry and 
goats, in particular, could contribute much more than 
they do if they were better fed and cared for. Members 
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of the panel made practical suggestions how this 

might be done by farmers in Nigeria. 

The Veterinarians, who had listened patiently, for 
two days, had their say on the last day of the 
Conference which was devoted entirely to animal 
diseases. A most lucid sunmary of the present 
situation in Nigeria was given by Dr Ahmad Orhan, 
Chief Veterinary Officer of the North Central State. 

For Nigeria, Dr Orhan listed animal discnses in order 
of importance and mentioned the progress that had 
been made in curing and preventing each of them. Then, 
Dr Musagoni, Director of the Federal Department of 
Veterinary Research showed how his department was 
helping in the diRgnosis of disease and in curing them 
by the manufacture of vaccine ne of many types for 
West African countries. Of livestock diseases of 
economic importance the one that topped the list was 
Trypanosomiasis. Dr K.J.R. McLennan, who had spent 
over twenty years in Nigeria working on this problem, 
dedcribed the disease and the fight being waged 
against its vector the tsetse fly. A great deal of 
success had been achieved but total eradication would 

have to be carried out before cattle could live 
permanently in good g~azing areas in the wet season. 
From the East African Veterinary Research Organisation 
in Kenya came Dr R.S. W~ndsor. He spoke about research 
into another cattle disease - contagious bovine pleuro
pneumonia. Results so far were most promising and a 
safe vaccine, which would be tried in West Africa soon, 
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.. !Throughout the C:onference several topics were given 
repeated mention. The first was the need to have 

------,-.. ----· .. ••w•,,·~r~~, accurate statistics. For example, speakers gave quite 

different estimates of the livestock population in 
Nigeria until delegates smiled each time a new figure 
was suggested. Hand in hand with this· w·as the need 
for a central reference library to collect data on 
v1hat had been done 2-lready. Sound and painstaking 
research was needed too, in rangeland and pasture 
improvement, into the social and economic problems that 
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changes eould bring, into animal diseases, particularly 
into preventive measures so that diseases could be 
eradicated in time. This, in turn, meant much closer 
international co- operation than existed at present to 
prevent the spread of disease from one country to 
another by trade cattle. Above everything, of course, 
hung the need for more money to finance research and 
to set up development schemes for livestock improvement. 

Robin Story reporting from Ahmadu Bello on the 
Int~rnational Conference on Livestock Development held 
there last June. 

From Nigeria we now go ~cross to Ghana. At the 
University of Ghana, Legan Ime Ikiddeh is a lecturer 
in English there. He has a special interest in the 
Ghanaian Novel. Last Decemcer, at the Ife Conference 
on Literature,which we reported on then, he presented 
a paper entitled "Wooan is Poison" and subtitled 
"The Character of Popular Fiction in Ghana". Well, 
at Legan, Alastair Niven spoke to Ime Ikiddeh and he 
asked him first about his own specia l interests. 

Well, the kind of literature I was looking a t is the 
literature that is be ing produced locally in Ghana 
here, and I think that this literature is v ery 
important although other people may not thin.~ so, and 
when I say it is important I am not thinking of it 
purely in literary t €rms but I'm thinking of its 
functional quality as well. 

ALASTAIR NIVEN:What exactly do you mean by popular fiction? 

I ME IKIDDEH: 
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Whoo I talk about popular fiction I am primarily 
thinking of fiction that is r ead popularly - if that 
neans anything. I think with this also goe s the fact 
that this is literature t hat is produc e~ r a ther 
cheaply and this helps in making it read popularly as 
many people can buy it and r ead it and the writers 
don't take too much time writing it bec~use it is very 
largely a comnercial venture a t t he same time as it 
is a literary exercise. 
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ALASTAIR NIVEN:You do consider it a respectable branch of learning 

IME IKIDDEH: 

to be pursued at research levsl in a university? 

Well~ I think it is respectable, but I wouldn't say 
that it could be pursued at the .mi versi ty at this 
time, mainly because there isn't very much one could 
do rGs earch on. 

ALASTAIR NIVEN:You arc, in fact, a lecturer in the English Department. 

IME IKIDDEH: 

Do you consider the work you're do ing as part of a 
literature programrae or as an offshoot of sociological 

research? 

r · 

I regard it as being part of a literature programme. 
As you may know, I am teaching a course on the African 
Novel and I t hink this is what led me into this 
research. MJ students are ~e~uired to read popular 
fiction in Ghana and perhaps in Nigeria or some other 
West African cou~try as part of the course on the 

Afri0an Novel. 

ALASTAIR NIVEN:Now you've said that you've introduced a course on 
African Literature as an optional part of the Honours 
Course in the English Department in Legan. Has this, 
in fact, been a successful move? 

IME IKI:DDEH: Oh, I think it has been very successful, first judging 
by the number of people in the Depart1Jent of English 
who opt to do this course. I would say there has 
been great enthusiasm. This is a special paper and 
all our students ere expected to take one cours e or 
the other and during the last two years when I've 
taught this course I've discovered that the majority 
of students have wanted to do it so I would say, on 
that basis, it has been quite successful. 

ALASTAIR NIVElI:Does this course en Af~ican Literautre in the Enelish 
Department involve any tradition2.l African writings 
- the oral Jiterature, for · instance? Is there, in 
fact, any inter-relation with vErnaculer literature? 
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Unfortunately, this course does not involve traditional 
literature. Much as I would like it to, it is rather 
difficult at this stage to have a large enough 
collection of what we would call traditional literature 
- enough to make up a course. But from time to time, 
as we talk about the African novel, it is the modern 
African novel, we have mRde allusions to traditional 
African literature. I □ean if we talk about 
Tutuola, for example, we have talked at the same 
time about the folk tale. And when we read 
and see the way he makes use of Ghanaian customs and 
other aspects of Ghanaian culture we have examined 
these aspects • 

. / ,TJASTAIR NIVEN:Do you envisage a time in the fairly immediate future 
when African literature will be a degree subject in 
its own right? 

IME IKIDDEH: 

' 

I don't en,isage this, unfortunately, in the University 
of Ghana. I think we still have a long way to go • 
This is not because people wouldn't like it to become 
a university degree subject but I think that we have 
not expanded enough to include a subject like this. 
In the first place, we would probably want a Professor 
of African Literature or someone who is perhaps more 
expert that I am, than what other people are. Now I 
run teaching this within thr context of the Englis 
Department and I don't exactly think that this is 

'J;'.;~•f,./ right. I think that African Literature should have 
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its own depart□ent, or if not ita own department 
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separntely, it should belong a□ong other African 
subjects. I know that this is done in the Institute 
of African Studies in Legon but even there the course 
is mainly for postgraduate students and they attend a 
few seminars a. week. I don't think, myself, that this 
is adequate. 

ALASTAIR NIVEN:Now, Mr Ikiddeh, you have published an anthology of 
African narrative prose called "Drumbe2ts" and have 
recently written a revealing study of the East African 
novelist Ja□es Neugi for the magazine African Literature 
To- day. wWhat are you, at the ruoment, working on? 
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Well, I want to make an anthology of West African 
poetry. I know tha t there are several going, but I 
have my own idea s about the kind of anthology I want 
to see, and I think that I am going to spend the 
Summer partly doing this . 

ALASTAIR NIVEN:Will it be directed towards any particular kind of 
reader - a university student, for example? 

IME IKIDDEH: 

NARRATOR -
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No. I think rather I am thinking of young readers. 
It will be for general reading at the same time , but 
I think that there is a very terrible lack of a good 
anthology of African poetry in schools, nnd the 
West African Examinations Council has been facing 
difficulty over this during the l ast few y ears. The 
Penguin collection is very good but it wns not meant 

' 
for school use and teachers have had difficulty 

tenching this as there's no annotation and not much 
help at all. 

Ime Ikidd oh. He was talking to Alastair Niven 
about his work and the University of Ghana's approach 
to the tea ching of literature. 
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