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Preface 

The principal problem in compiling a bibliography concerning the black middle 
class in South Africa is the size of the group under study . Trapped within a 
system of racial discrimination encompassing all aspects of their lives, 
blacks have few means available to raise themselves to positions of material 
security - the hallmark of middle class status. The achievements of those 
blacks who have attained such security are dwarfed by the problems of the many 
who have not, and, because of the political nature of South Africa, likely 
never will. The literature concerning South African blacks therefore focuses 
on the many who reflect the problems inherent in South Africa ' s racial society 
rather than the few who represent its contradictions . Thus, any study of the 
South African black middle class must begin with a survey of materials con
cerning the African population and the obstacles to the development of a black 
middle class. 

This bibliography has been prepared and organized with these problems in mind. 
Beginning with the most general studies of the black population - demograhic 
and economic studies - the bibliography shifts towards more specific catego
ries - urban development, the homelands and social characteristics - and fi
nally focuses on case studies of African elites. 

While many of general works shed some light on the nature of the African mid
dle class, they also provide a perspective for judging this group relative to 
the rest of the African population. It is immediately apparent that the mid
d!e class represents a small economic group located exclusively in the urban 
areas. Socially, the elite is well educated and aspires to identify with 
"western" or white values. On closer examination, however, it is more diffi
cult to discern clear patterns of social behaviour among this elite other than 
through individual case studies . And these studies shed only indirect light 
on the political attitudes of the middle class. Thus, in order to reach a 
full understanding of the political attitudes of the black middle class, it is 
necessary to extrapolate certain conclusions from the data which may not be 
explicit in the studies. 

Research was conducted at the Library of Congress and at the Yale University 
Library which house the two most extensive collections of materials on South 
Africa in the United States. The Yale Africa Collection is specifically fo
cussed on southern Africa and includes some materials collected by interested 
scholars. In addition to consulting the bibliographic guides available at 
both libraries, several computer data bank services including Sociological Ab
stracts, Social Science Abstracts, Lockheed Dialog and PAIS International were 
also consulted. 

Each section of the bibliography is preceded by a brief evaluation of the rel
evant sources. Attention has been focussed on those materials which appeared · 
to be of the greatest value . Most citations are annotated unless their titles 
were fully self-explanatory or the materials were unavailable for review. 
Likewise, call numbers are included for almost all entries except those which 
were not located. In some cases, information concerning the obtainability of 
a source which was unavailable locally is provided. 
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN BLACK MIDDLE CLASS 

1. DEMOGRAPHIC STUDIES 

The sources listed in this section will provide the reader with a clear pic
ture of the demographic trends within the black population . Ross, Simkins and 
van der Merwe document the inexorable migration of blacks into the urban areas 
over the past seventy years. The only modification in this trend has been the 
deflection of blacks away from the urban townships and into the homelands and 
so-called border areas . Hart reinforces this analysis by showing that even 
those blacks employed as domestic servants increasingly are being moved out of 
all white-designated areas . 

The South African government publications listed below provide an equally 
clear picture of trends in African employment and income . That segment of the 
African population enjoying "middle class" economic status appears to be ex
tremely small and, in fact, to compromise an elite among Africans. 

Hart, T. "Patterns of Black Residence in the White Residential Areas of 
Johannesburg." South African Geographic Journal, September, 1976, pp. 
141-150. [Gl.S6] 

Black residence in these areas is linked to domestic service and has been 
steadily decreasing in recent years due to the rising cost of white living 
standards . Many whites can no longer afford to hire full-time domestic 
servants and are instead opting for occasional domestic help. Excellent 
charts and maps showing residential trends over last ten years. 

Ross, L. E. 11Spatial Organization of the South African Population, 1904-1970. " 
South African Geographic Journal, September 1975, pp. 73~87. [Gl .S6] 

Presentation of census figures shows that black migration to urban areas 
within the Republic is declining. The author links this deGrease to the 
simultaneous increase in black migration to homeland urban areas located 
near the industrial areas of the Republic . 

Simkins, C.E.W . The Distribution of the African Population of South Africa by 
Age, Sex and Region-type, 1960,1970, 1980. Cape Town: University of Cape 
Town Press,1981 . [HB3663 . 4.A3.S56] 
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South Africa . Bureau of Statistics. Population Census, 6 September 1960 , 
[Yale call number Nam20.A960+B] 

Volumes cover topics regarding the geographic distribution of the 
population, religious affiliation, educational level, occupations, and 
income. Could provide some useful data for comparison with later surveys. 

South Africa. Department of Labor. Manpower Survey: Sector of Groups. 
Pretoria: Annual . 

Data on labor force classified by race, occupation and industrial sector . 

3 

South Africa. Department of Statistics . Occupations. Pretoria: periodical. 
[Can obtain from Government Printer, Private Bag X85, Pretoria 0001] 

Data on occupations by population group, income, industry and employer. 

van der Merwe, I. J. "Differe_ntial Urbanization in South Africa. 11 Geography, 
November 1973, pp. 335-339. [G73.Al5] 

Graphical presentation of data concerning rural and urban population growth 
by race from 1904 to 1970. 



2 . ECONOMIC POSITION 

Statistics regarding African economic status and development are relatively 
abundant. The best available data may be found in the series of studies pro
duced by the University of South Africa's Bureau for Market Research. These 
studies are updated periodically and cover all of the major urban centers in 
South Africa. They provide a detailed picture of African household incomes 
and expenditures and are listed below under the following authors: de Coning, 
Feldmann-Laschin, Nel, and Steenkamp. 

The literature concerning African entrepreneurship is divided over the nature 
and reality of African development. Government publications such as Bantu 
herald successful Africans while critics such as Gillian Hart doubt that real 
African development is possible under apartheid. The most useful sources were 
the case studies of particular African entrepreneurs in Port Elizabeth (by 
Davies) and in Soweto (by Reyburn) . In addition, the publications of the Na
tional African Federated Chambers of Commerce appeared extremely useful for 
judging the activities and attitudes o~ African businessmen. The Guide to As
sociations, Industrial Councils,. etc. edited by C. I. de Kock could be used to 
locate similar African organizations . 

Analyses of the African labor force tend to focus heavily on the mining sector 
and to ignore the small groups of skilled and semi-skilled workers as well as 
African professionals. Although not dealing specifically with skilled or uns
killed workers, the studies by Coldwell, Hendrie, Orpen and Phillips (Port 
Elizabeth) contained some data concerning industrial workers. The only sourc-
es 11Ai ab J I !il:2 s m Cd dealing with ai--•••• black managers and 
supervisors were Orpen and McKay. The latter study was excellent and up-to
date, going some way to compensate for the dearth of materials. The other 
sources listed below are general studies which contain some information about 
skilled and semi-skilled workers but are not exclusively concerned with them. 

a. Relative Standard of Living of South African Blacks 

de Coning, C. 
Pretoria: 

Income and Expenditure Patterns of Urban Bantu Households. 
University of South Africa, 1961.-[Hc517 . S7.S48 No. 3] 

Exclusively graphic presentation of data regarding Pretoria. 

Feldmann-Laschin, G.R. Income and Expenditure Patterns of Urban Bantu 
Households. Pretoria: University of South Africa, 1967 . [HC517.S7 . S48 
No. 1 7] 

ComP.arison of Port Elizabeth and Uitenhage. Extensive figures regarding 
population, household structures, ethnic groups, education, occupations, 
income and expenditures. 
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Granelli, Roger . Urban Black Housing: A Review of Existing Conditions in the 
Cape Peninsula with Some Guidelines for Change-:- Cape Town : University of 
Cape Town Press~7~[HD7374.4.C33G7] 

Broad review of housing conditions including everything from compounds to 
suburban tract housing. 

Lucas, G.H.G. 11 shopping Facilities for Africans in White Areas." South 
African Journal of Economics, June 1974, pp. 177-189 . [HB9.E452] 

African consumers consistently prefer to shop at stores in white areas 
rather than at those in African areas because they can get better 
merchandise at lower prices . 

McGrath, M. Racial Income Distribution in South Africa. Durban: University 
of Natal, 1977. 

Nel, P . A. Income and Expenditure Patterns of Non-White Urban Households. 
Pretoria: University of South Africa, 1971. [HCS17 .S7.S48 No . 27] 

Mostly charts, little text . Expenditure patterns analysed by consumer age, 
sex, education and occupation. Covers the African urban areas of Pretoria, 
Johannesburg, Durban, Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Krugersdorp and Tembisa . 

Nel, P.A. The Minimum and Humane Living Levels of Blacks in Black Homelands, 
White Rural and Border=-Areas, February 1974 . Pretoria,University of South 
Africa, 1974-. -[HC517.S7.S48 No. 42) 

Potgieter, J . F. Household Subsistence Levels in the Major Urban Centers of 
the Republic of South Africa . University ofPort Elizabeth, 1978. 
[HD7064.4.P7] --

A Regional Comparison of the Income and Expediture Patterns of Urban Non-White 
Households in SouthAfrua. Pretoria: University of South Africa, 
periodical.-[Can be obtained from Bureau of Market Research, University of 
South Africa, P.O. Box 392, Pretoria 0001) 

Includes information on single and multiple households. Analysis by age, 
level of education, occupation and income . 

s·chlemmer, Lawrence. Poverty, Family Patterns, and Material Aspirations Among 
Africans in a Border Industry Township . Durban: Institute for Social 
Research,1974. [HD7064.S6.S34) 

Survey of Phalaborwa, a community in which most Africans are well-paid 
employees of the Palabora Mining Company. Author finds that there is 
little economic reliance on home rural areas and that most Africans in the 
survey send cash home to their extended families in the rural areas. 
Analysis of expenditures revealed material aspirations typical of western 
societies. 

Seres, T . J . "Contrasting Spending Patterns. White and Non- White families of 
the United States and South Africa Compared." South Africa International, 
Vol. 2, No. 4, pp. 209-217. [DT751.S43] 



Simkins, Charles. Income Distribution Among Settled Urban African Households 
in South Africa, 1"970 and 1975 . Pietermaritzburg: University of Natal, 
197~~C905.Z9.IS16]-

Strictly economic analysis of major South African urban centers. Author 
finds that relative inequality among the African elite in Cape Town and 
Pretoria has increased . 

Steenkamp, J . J .A. Income and Expenditure Patterns of Single Urban Bantu 
Households. Pretoria: University of South Africa, 1973. [HC517.S7.S48 
No . 35] 

Analysis of six urban areas. 
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Steenkemp, J . J.A. A Comparison of the Income and Expenditure Patterns of 
Multiple Urban Black, Coloredand Indian Households. Pretoria: University 
of South Africa, 1974. [HC517 . S7S48] 

Steenkamp, J.J.A. Income and Expenditure Patterns of Urban Black Households 
in Port Elizabeth . Pretoria: University of South Africa, 1975. [Can 
obtain from Bureau for Market Research, University of South Africa, P.O. 
Box 392, Pretoria 0001] 

b . African Development and Entrepreneurship 

African Business and Chamber of Commerce Review. Johannesburg: Keeble-Prins, 
Ltd. [Yale Call Number HC905 +A37] 

Official journal of the National African Federated Chambers of Commerce 
(NAFCOC), a national organization for black businessmen. Includes articles 
on NAFCOC policies, personalities and the general economic condition of the 
black businessman. 

"Black Petty-Bourgeoisie: An Introduction . " Social Review, September 1978, 
pp. 7-13 . [HN801.A57] 

Claims that there are numerous connections between African entrepreneurs 
and the Black Consciousness Movement. In particular, mentions the Black 
Bank, Nafcoc; Blackchain and S.M. Motsuenyane. 

The Black Who's Who of Southern Africa Today . Johannesburg: African Business 
-Publications Ltd.-, 1979. [DT729.BS3_] __ 

.Bureau for Economic Research. Statistical Survey of Black Development, 1979 . 
Pretoria, 1979. [HC517.S7Al8] 

Statistical survey of black economic development in both the Republic and 
the homelands. 

Crawford, Gordon P. The South African Commercial Dictionary. Johannesburg, 
Crawford PublisherS:-1957. 



Davies, William J. Urban Bantu Retail Activities, Consumer Behaviour and 
Shopping Patterns: A Study of Port Elizabeth. University of Port 
Elizabeth, 1972 . [~C517 . S73C64-] -

Detailed study of African retail sector. 
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de Kock, C.I. A Guide to Associations, Industrial Councils, Trade Unions and 
Cooperatives-in the Republic of South Africa, 1979. Pretoria: University 
of South Africa,---r§80. [Z716s':"S6D44] 

Apparently comprehensive list of organizations affiliated in some manner 
with the industrial sector. The organizations are classified by industry, 
i.e., shoes, beverages, etc . Provides detailed information concerning the 
organizations, including address, phone number, name of secretary, number 
of members, publications, and statistics . In order to use this source 
effectively you must have a particular organization in mind - it cannot be 
browsed. 

"From Delivery Man to Owner." Bantu, May 1971, pp. 30-31. [DT763 . B26] 

Hampton, J.D . "The role of the colored and Bantu in the economic pattern of 
the Cape Pr-evince." South African Journal of Economics, 1962, pp. 253-268 . 
[HB9.E452] 

Hart, Gillian P. African Entrepreneurship. Grahamstown: Rhodes University, 
1972. [HC517.S7 . H32] 

General discussion of entrepreneurship in Africa including a separate 
section on South Africa. Concludes that African entrepreneurs in South 
Africa are unrepresentative of the population as a whole and that they come 
from relatively priviliged backgrounds. Also believes that the obstacles 
to African entrepreneurship in the urban areas of the Republic are not 
outweighed by the advantages in the homeland urban areas. 

Jackson, D. "What Bugs the Black Businessman." Management, March 1977. 
[HD28.M32] 

Jacobs, Gloria. "Selling the Black Middle Class . " Southern Africa, March, 
1980, pp. 2-3. 

Leistner, G.M.E. "The Road Ahead for Black Business." African Business, June 
1979. 

Mogotsi , Simon Tseko Tampi. 
Freedom Foundation, 1977. 

Black Urban Entrepreneurship. 
[HF3901.Z5.H64] 

South African 

The author argues that economic integration is inevitable . He describes 
some efforts to promote African entrepreneurship, such as business 
management programs at the University of South Africa and at some of the 
black universities . 

Mokoatle, B. and Prekel, H. "Stimulating Black Entrepreneurship through 
Training: A Case Study in Development . 11 South African Journal of Business 
Management, Vol. 10, No. 1, pp. 23-28. [HD28.S63] 



Motsuenyane, S.M. The Economic Implications of Separate Development. Cape 
Town: University of Cape Town, 1978. [HC517.S7M65 ] 

National African Federated Chambers of Commerce . Minutes of the Annual 
Meeting. 

Copies of the minutes from 1973, 1974 and 1977 available through Yale 
African Collection. Detailed reports on regional and local chambers of 
commerce throughout the country . 

National African Federated Chambers of Commerce. National Executive Report. 
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Reports from 1972-73 and 1973-74 available through Yale African Collection. 
Description of plans to recruit new members, promote the African Bank in 
the homelands and to initiate a "Buy at Home" campaign. 

Reyburn, Lawrence. African Traders: Their Position and Problems in 
Johannesburg• s •South-West Townships. Johannesburg_:_South African 
Institute on Race Relations, 1966. [DT763.S66] 

Survey of Soweto traders. Describes the extent of trade, the educational 
level of most traders, and identifies four organizations used by traders 
(African Chamber of Commerce, Johannesburg and District Traders 
Association, Bantoe Winkelierse Helpemekaar Vereeniging, and the Ikaheng 
Finance Corporation). Author believes that the main source of trader 
antagonism towards authorities is the African perception of overtaxation 
and inadequate police protection. 

Reynde r s, H. J .J. "Black Industrial Entrepreneurship. 11 South African Journal 
of Economics, September, 1977, pp. 229-242 . [H89 . E452) 

There are good opportunities for black industrial development in the 
homelands rather than in the townships where there are serious obstacles 
such as lack of capital or training. 

The Urban Bantu Market. Johannesburg: National Development and Management 
-Foundation of South Africa, 1969. [HC517.S7.U73] 

Group of essays by businessmen, including some Africans, regarding business 
opportunities in the urban African consumer market and the obstacles to 
African exploitation of that market. 

c. Skilled and Semi-Skilled African Labor 

Breytenbach, Willie (ed.) Job Advancement in South Africa. Johannesburg: 
South Africa Foundation,1980. [HD8801.J63_) __ 

Coldwell, D. A.L. "Role Conflict, Job Satisfaction and Situational Anxiety 
Amongst Black Industrial Workers. 11 Psychologia Africana, 1979, pp. 81-101. 

Cunni ngham, Anna M. Records ·of the Trade Union Council of South Africa. 



Graaf, Janet . Residential and Migrant African Workers in Cape Town. Cape 
Town: Saldru, 1977 . [HD8801.Z8 . C35] 

Hendrie, Delia . Employment and Earnings Statistics for the South African 
Manufacturing Sector, 197a:?9. Cape Town : Saldr~l981 . 

Graphic presentation of data on workers classified by race, income and 
specific manufacturing sector. 

Horrell, Muriel . South Africa's Workers. Johannesburg: South African 
Institute of Race Relations, 1969 . [HD6870 .S6.H67] 

An Inventory of Wage Determinations and Bantu Labor Relations Ac t Orders 
Current inSouthAfrica as of 31 December 1974. Johannesburg: South 
African Institute of RaceRelations, 197S.--rttDS091 .Z9 . S644] 

Leistner, Gerhard Max Erich . "Patterns of Urban Bantu Labor: 
of a Sample Survey in the Metropolitan Area of Pretoria . " 
Journal of Economics, 1964, pp. 254-277 . [HB9 . E452) 

Some Findings 
South African 
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Leistner, Gerhard Max Erich . Black Worker of South Africa . Pretoria: Africa 
Institute, 1975. [DT1.Al43 No . 26] 

Mostly concerned with industrial workers and migrants but includes a 
section on professionals . 

Luckhardt, Ken and Wall, Brenda . Organize or Starve! The History of the 
South African Congress of Trade Unions . London: Lawrence and Wishart, 
1980 . [HD8801 .AS . S6314-] 

Complete and up-to-date history of SACTU and its leaders . 

MacKay, M. Aspects of Upward Occupational Movements of Blacks. Johannesburg: 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, 1980. [HD8801.A86] 

Part I: Problems Experienced by Both Upwardly Mobile Individuals and 
1 

Management. Concludes that theblack workforce is extremely heterogenous 
and therefore suffers from a variety of problems . Part II: Experiences of 
a Group of Upwardly Mobile Black Managers. This sectionof the study -
focusseson a small group of successful black managers. Finds that these 
blacks deeply distrusted white motives due to misunderstandings and to an 
increasing conflict between their roles as blacks and as managers. The 
study provides a summary of the answers black managers gave to a series of 
questions concerning job satisf~ction, motivation, stress, et c . 

National Development and Management Foundation of South Africa. The Effective 
Utilization of Labor, with Particular Reference to Non-White Labor. 
Braamfontein-, 1~ [HC517 . S7.N37] 

Orpen, C. "The Job Expectations of Black Factory Workers in South Africa . " 
South African Journal of Science, 1974. 



Orpen, C. "Expectancy Beliefs, Instrumentality and Job Reward Valences of 
Black and White Workers in South Africa . '' British Journal of Social and 
Clinical Psychology, November 1976, pp. 365-368. [BF1.B723-] 
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Study of the motivations of black and white clerks showing that blacks had 
weaker expectations and valued security over advancement . 

Orpen, C. "Role Ambiguity, Tenure and Job Satisfaction Among Black 
Supervisors in South Africa . " Journal of Social Psychology, 1977. 

Pearce, G.B. "Black Participation in Building the South African Economy . 11 

South Africa International, July 1973, pp. 23-31. (DT751.S43] 

Description of some government sponsored programs to train black managers . 

Phillips, B. D. Secondary Industry in the Port Elizabeth/Uitenhage Region: An 
Employment Study . Port Elizabeth: Institute for Planning Research, 1969-. 
(HC517 .S72P6758] 

Detailed study of black labor force by industrial sector. 

Schlemmer, Lawrence. Employment Opportunity and Race in South Africa. 
University of Denver, 1973. [HT1501.S7 Vo~4, No .3] 

Good charts showing racial composition of occupations, relationship between 
education and occupation. 

Schlemmer, Lawrence . A Study of Employee Morale Among Africans in a Rural 
Non-Farm Employment- Situation. Durban: University of Natal, 1974.-
[HD8799.S73 . S34] 

A survey of African employees at a rural high school showing that they are 
primarily interested in improving their material conditions. Occupational 
level unclear. 

Thomas, W.H. The Condition of the Black Worker. New York: African-American 
Institute, 1975. (HD4903:S.s6.C~ 



3. URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

The works listed under 11 General Studies of South African Black Urbanization" 
are really too general and lack specificity in data and focus . They may serve 
as introductory material, but are fairly impressionistic and do not furnish 
any sort of meaningful research data. The only exceptions were Marais and van 
der Kooy, who cover a broad range of topics with some precision, and van der 
Merwe and Stadler who deal almost exclusively with statistical information. 

The literature dealing with African urbanization in the townships was dominat
ed by studies of Soweto. The study by Pauline Morris was the most useful, in
corporating many of the findings produced in the other studies. Other materi
als concerned m_unicipal administration of townships in general with the one 
exception of Nolutshungu's study of Langa and Guguletu near Cape Town. 

Despite a clear trend of increasing urbanization in the homelands, there is 
still little available information on this topic. The most interesting study 
is by Du Plessis who conducted interviews in three towns in three different 
homelands and discovered some dissatisfaction among the African "elite . " 

a. General Studies of South African Black Urbanization 

Baldwin, Alan. The Section Ten People: A Study of the Urban Africans in 
South Africa.London: Africa Publications Trust-;-7:"975. [HD991.Z63B34] 

Brief description of African life in urban areas. Includes a section on 
"attitudes. 11 

Davies, R.J. Of Cities and Societies . Cape Town: University of Cape Town 
Press, 1976-. (GF125.038] 

Dewar, D. "Some Issues of Urbanization in South Africa. 11 Proceedings, 
Businessman's Conference on the Quality of Life in Urban Communities. 
Johannesburg: Urban Foundation, 1976. - --- -

Duncan, Sheena. The Plight of the Urban African. Johannesburg: South 
African Institute of RaceRelations, 1970. [DT751.T6 No. 23] 

Durand, J.J.F. Swartman, Stad en Toekoms. Capetown: Tafelberg-Uitgewers 
Beperk, 1970. 

The Blackman, the city and the future. 
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Hellman, Ellen. Impact of City Life on Africans. Johannesburg: South 
African Institute on Race Relations":'" 1966 . [HN800.S6H395] 

Subjective essay praising the modernizing influences of the city . 

Lange, J.H. (ed . ) Urban Blacks in Urban Space . Pretoria: University of 
South Africa, 19~ 

12 

Leistner, G. M. E. Economic and Social Forces Affecting the Urbanization of the 
Bantu Population of South Africa . Pretoria: African Institute of South-
Africa, 1972 . [DT764.B2.L45) 

The author found that many African professionals adopt an urban orientation 
but reject many new western-oriented values as well as their old 
traditional life styles . 

Marais, G. and van der Kooy, R. (eds.) South Africa's Urban Blacks: Problems 
and Challenges. Pretoria: University of South Africa, 1979. 
[DT763.6.S69] 

Looked very good. Essays concerning the following aspects of the black 
urbanization process: church membership, education, consumer behaviour, 
economic constraints and politicalization . One essay concerning the 
characteristics of and constraints upon the African entrepreneur. 

Phillips, Ray Edmund. Bantu in the City . New York : AMS Press, 1977 . 
[DT763.6 . P49) 

Survey of African urban communities on the Witwatersrand. Covers the 
following topics: economic activities, home life, health, education, 
crime, religion, leisure, inter-racial relations . 

Shingler, John Phillip . Women of East London, 1900-1979 . 

Thinkers Forum. The Urbanized Black. Pretoria: Daan Retief Publishers, 
1981. [DT763 . 6 . U7] 

Series of essays, including some by government officials, concerning the 
condition of the urban black. Two essays by Africans: one by Gibson 
Thula, Gatsha Buthelezi's assistant, and another by Z.Z . Mashau, a member 
of the Attridgeville Community Council. Mashau considers himself a 
moderate and states that Africans must have greater rights and 
opportunities in the city, including political rights. 

van der Merwe, P . J. and Stadler, J.J. "Urban Blacks." Focus on Key Economic 
Issues, No. 19 . Johannesburg: Hercabank, 1977. [HC517.S7F6]-

Mostly charts, very little text. Covers: growth of population, ethnic 
composition, educational level, occu·pations, income, regional differences, 
expenditures, housing, costs of education. 
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van der Reis, Alice Patricia . The Activities and Interests of Urban Black Men 
and Women. Pretoria: University of South Africa, 1974. -[HC517 .S7S48] 

Survey to determine the particular interests of urban blacks and whether 
these interests have any relationship to each other or to specific 
residential areas. 

b . Urban Townships 

"Can Soweto Rule Itself?" Hit, September 1977, pp. 25-27. 

Frankel, Philip. "Municipal Transformation in Soweto : Race, Politics and 
Maladministration in Black Johannesburg . 11 African Studies Review, 
September 1979, pp . 49-63. [DT1.A2293] 

Examines the failure of the West Rand Bantu Administration Board as a 
reflection of the lack of legitimacy accorded the prevailing urban 
political system by blacks. 

Geber, Beryl A. Soweto's Children. London: Academic Press, 1980. 
[LA1544.S64G42] 

Sociological study to determine influence of township environment on youth. 
Focuses on factors which may "predispose" youth to rebellion. Looks good. 

Institute of Administrators of Non-European Affairs . 
Proceedings of the Biennial Meeting of Officials . 
[DT763. 6. I57-] 

Record of the 
Pretoria, 1966. 

Discussion of living conditions, labor supply and administrative problems 
in the urban areas . 

Market Research Africa . An African Day. Johannesburg, 1968. [DT944 . J66S68] 

Survey conducted among 500 Soweto housewives concerning almost every aspect 
of their daily lives. 

Morris, Pauline . Soweto: A Review of Existing Conditions and Some Guidelines 
for Change . Johannesburg: UrbanFoundation, 1980. [DT944.J66.S684) 

Extremely concise and comprehensive analysis of urban development in 
Soweto . Although it does not deal exclusively with the role of the middle 
class, it contains valuable information concerning geographic location, 
tribal relations, educational level and occupation of the Soweto elite. 
Finds that they are less tribally-oriented than rest of population and that 
their neighborhoods are the most heterogenous in Soweto. Excellent charts, 
maps and graphs. 

Nolutshungu, T. "Inside Langa and Guguletu. " South African Outlook, August 
1976, pp. 118-121 . 



Quadrant International, South Africa . Quotso: Quadrant Omnibus to Soweto . 
First Report December 1973. (HN800.S63.S656] 

In-depth survey of living conditions in Soweto . Sponsoretl by some large 
South African companies interested in gaining "better insight into Bantu 
living conditions . " Covers the following topics: population size and 
structure, employment; occupation, attitudes, economic situation, health, 
eating habits, shopping habits, recreation, education, expectations, and 
worries. Although this issue was intended as the first of an annual 
series, subsequent issues were unavailable . 
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Rayburn, Lawrence (ed.) . The Urban African in Local Government: A Study of 
the Advisory Board Systemand its Operation. Johannesburg: South African 
Institute of Race Relation~1960. [DT763 . S66 . 9] 

Historical review of relevant legislation and the operation of the Advisory 
Board system. Also includes a discussion of the Urban Bantu Authorities 
Bill. 

Simposiurn oor Bantoesake-Administrasierade. Verslag van Simposium oor 
Bantoesake-Administrasierade Stellenbosch 20 en 215eptember 197~ 
Universiteit van Stellenbosch, 1974. [DT763.~S57] 

Report from a symposium on Bantu Administration . 

· 11 soweto: Dormitory to Ci t y?" Financial Mail, 25 July 1980, p. 391. 
[HG46.S6] 

Describes the plans of Louis Rive, government administrator for Soweto, to 
transform the township into a model for other black urban areas . His plans 
focus on linking the black business community to the established white 
metropolitan centers of South Africa. 

c. Urbanization in the Homelands 

Best, A.C.G. and Young, B. S. "Capitals of the Homelands . " Journal for 
Geography, Volume 3, pp. 1043-55. [Gl . T93] 

Du Plessis, I.K. Die Evaluering van Leefbaarheidsaspekte van Orie Dorpe in 
die Bantoetuislande. Pretoria_:_Institute vir Sosiologiese ~mografiese 
en Kriminologiese Navorsing, 1974. [HN801.S46D86] 

Inhabitants of three towns in the homelands questioned about their standard 
of livi ng. Study found that the upper economic stratum was not content 
with its situation . 

Page, D. The Urbanization of the Bantu Homelands of the Transvaal. Pretoria: 
van Schaik, 1966. - - - - - -



Smit, P. "Urbanization in Africa: Lessons for Urbanization in the 
Homelands.'' South African Geographic Journal, April 1979, pp . 3-28 . 
[Gl.56] 

15 

Good charts and maps describing the movement of blacks from urban centers 
in the white areas to urban centers in the homelands. The author makes the 
point that the most populous urban centers in the homelands are those 
closest to the white industrial areas . 

Smit, P. and Booysen, J . J. Urbanization in the Homelands - a New Dimension in 
the Urbanization Process of the Black Population of South-Africa? 
Pretoria : Institute for Plural Societies, 1977 . - [HT148 . S6.S47] 

Charts showing the growth of the African population i n homeland urban 
centers . Authors believe that this will create a consumer market in the 
homelands favorable to the black entrepreneur. 



4. HOMELANDS 

Although the government portrays the homelands as the answer to African middle 
class aspirations, there is little consensus among unofficial observers over 
the veracity of this claim. There is no doubt that the government is pouring 
some money into the economic development of the homelands, as evidenced in the 
publications of the various development corporations (Corporat ion for Economic 
Development, Transkei Development Corporation, Bantu Investment Corporati on) . 
However, reports by Africans such as Mbata and t1otsuenyane raise some ques
tions as to whether black or white businessmen are the main beneficiaries of 
such programs . The study of Venda by the Bureau for Market Research (Income 
and Expenditure Patterns of Black Households in Venda) , sheds some light on 
the economic realities ofhomeland development"-:- ---

The two studies which indicate that urban Africans are eager to locate in the 
homelands (Mayer and "Observations about the Linking of . .. 11

) are somewhat 
dated and may need revision in light of the subsequent poor economic perform
ance of the homelands. It is probable that at the time of publication (1965, 
1972), urban blacks were extremely hopeful regarding the homelands but that 
such hopes may have now turned into frustration. 

Bantu Investment Corporation of South Africa. Reports and Accounts. 
Pretoria, annual beginning 1959/1960. "[Yale Call Number Ngm97.B5+B22B] 

"A Big Year for the BIC. 11 Bantu , May 1974, pp . 18-19 . [DT763 . B26) 

In 1973, the Bantu Industrial Corporation (BIC) granted a number of loans 
to African individuals and companies for the establishment or purchase of 
businessnes situated in the homelands. 

Butier, Jeffrey, et al . The Black Homelands of South Africa . Los Angeles and 
Berkeley: University of California Press,19~[JQ1999.B63B87] 

Cochrane, C.B. "Certain Aspects of Personnel Development and the Organizing 
of Training in the Homelands in South Africa. 11 Delivered at 
Pietermaritzburg 19 August 1976 at the annual meeting of lecturers of South 
African Universities . [Available through Yale African Collection] 

Corporation for Economic Development. The Role of the Corporations in the 
Republic of South Africa . Periodicar:-

Despite the title, this publication reviews economic activities in the 
homelands in detail . 

De Clercq, J.L .W. The Prospects for Community Development in a Rural 
Township. University of Zululand, 1980 . 
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Development Transkei . Transkei Development Corporation, periodical. 

Describes activities of the TDC and its special projects . 

"Education in Bophutatswana. 11 Bantu, May 1973, pp. 22-25. [DT763.B26] 

11 Gazankulu: Investment Creates Opportunities . " Bantu, September 1973, pp . 
16-17. [DT763 .B26] 

Description of growing white investment. 

Hammond-Tooke, W.D . 
Local Government. 

Command or Consensus: The Development of Transkeian 
Cape Town: David Philip, 1975 . (JS7565.T7 .H3] 

Description of Transkeian social and political structure. 
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Income and Expenditure Patterns of Black Households i~ Venda, 1977. Pretoria: 
University of South Africa, 1977-.--

Includes data on income, level of education, occupation, tribal 
affiliation, distribution of family members "temporarily" absent and the 
unemployed. 

Kotze, D.A. Traditionalism in African Local Government. Stellenbosch, 1968. 
(JS7639.2.K68) 

Maasdorp, Gavin G. Economic Development Strategy in the African Homelands: 
the Role of Agriculture and Industry . Johannesburg: South African 
Instituteof Race Relations, 1974. [HC517.S7.M33) 

Mayer, Philip. Urban Africans and the Bantustans . Johannesburg, South 
African Institute of Race Relations, 1972. [DT763.5.M373] 

Concludes that urban Africans eagerly welcome new opportunities in the 
homelands and that homeland citizenship will relieve them of their "pariah" 
status in white urban areas . 

Mbata, J . C.M. Report on a Visit to the Transkei, Natal and Zululand during 
May 1965. Johannesburg:SouthAfrican Institute of Race Relations, 1965. 
[DT763.S.M4] 

Observance of continuing discrimination against African businessmen in 
homelands. 

Meij, L.R. The Study of the Human Factors Involved in the Economic 
Developme~of the BantiJHoiiieiands. Pretoria: Institute for Manpower 
Research, 1970.-[DT764.B2.H49) 

Completely theoretical discussion of the human factors involved in 
economics. 
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Motsuenyane, S.M . "The Growing South African Market: Its Potential and the 
Development of Homeland Economies." South Africa International, January 
1977, pp . 160-169. [DT751.S43J 

Speech by chairman of the National African Federated Chambers of Commerce. 
Believes that African businessmen are missing opportunities in the African 
consumer market, both in the Republic and in the homelands, due to a lack 
of training and capital. 

"Observations about the Linking of Bantus in white urban areas with their 
respective territorial authorities." Journal of Racial Affairs, 1965, pp . 
211-217, [DT763.T93] 

Optimistic forecast of urban black allegiance to homelands. ''The problem 
is to convince such people that they have been living in the wrong place 
all the time. 11 

Patrick, D.H. Economic Conditions in the Republic of the Transkei . 
Johannesburg: Barclays Bank, 1978.[HC517.S72T686]-

Progress . Pretoria: Bureau for National and International Communication, 
periodical. 

Government promotion of homelands . Available through Yale African 
Collection. 

Rogers, Barbara . Divide and Rule: South Africa's Bantustans. London: 
International Defense and Aid Fund, 1980 . [DT763.6.R63] 

Skeptical analysis of homelands and their acceptance by blacks. 

Rogerson, C.M. "Industrialization of the Bantu Homelands . " Geography, July 
1974, pp . 260-264. [G73 .AlS] 

South Africa. Department of Statistics . 
Bantoetuislande, 1969/70 tot 1973/74. 

Statistics for the homelands. 

Nasionale Rekeninge van die 
Pretoria, 1976. lHC517.S73I512] 

Southall, Roger. South Africa's Transkei . New York: Monthly Review Press, 
1982. 

Transkei Development Corporation. Information for Potential Investors in the 
Transkei. Pretoria: 1976. 

Detailed description of Butterworth and Umtata. Geared toward white 
businessmen. 

TDC News. Umtata, periodical . 

Published by Transkei Development Corporation. Describes African economic 
activities in Transkei. 



5. SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Social studies of black South Africans are limited and have been carried out 
by a small handful of academics whose names are conspicuous in the following 
list. Brandel-Syrier, Edelstein, Mayer, Schlemmer and Schmidt have conducted 
the most extensive research as well as some of the detailed, in-depth studies 
of elites found at the end of the bibliography. 

Most literature dealing with African religious affiliations focuses on the Af
rican independent churches rather than on the mission churches to which the 
African elite predominantly belongs. Nevertheless, some of the findings con
cerning these independent churches have important implications for any analy
sis of African urbanization. For example, both Pauw and Schutte found that 
many urban Africans continue to practice ancestor worship within Christian 
churches, suggesting that the urbanization process itself may not profoundly 
affect African cultural patterns. In addition, exclusivity among members of 
independent churches, noted by Kiernan and West, has important consequences 
for African social or political unity. And Kiernan •s interesting discovery 
that most Zionists are self-employed indicates that this group may be moving 
into a midd~ class status. Although many of these religious practices are 
not specifically characteristic of African elites, they do reflect important 
African adaptations to processes of westernization and urbanization . 

Literature concerning African education is divided over the benefits and dan
gers of such programs. Opinion surveys of African high school students by 
Beck, Edelstein and Unterhalter found that students valued their educations 
and had very optimistic expectations for their futures. However, most other 
studies were skeptical about the real benefits of such education and suggested 
that it is raising black expectations which society cannot fulfill. 

Most of the studies listed below which dealt with social and cultural identi
fication were based on extensive surveys within specific black communities. 
Notable among this group are those by Mayer, Schlemmer and Schmidt. Other 
works which focussed on specific aspects of African cultural activities in
cluded the All Media and Products Study (Market Research Africa), Urban Black 
Attitudes to Shops and Shopping (van der Reis) and "Aspects of Housing Alloca
tion in Soweto" (Mashile). 

a. Religious Affiliation 

Brandel-Syrier, Mia . Black Women in Search of God. London : Lutterworth 
Press, 1962 . 

Churchill, Rona. White ~an's God. London: Hodder, 1962. 
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DeGruchy, John W. The Church in our Cities. Braamfontein: South African 
Council of Churches, 1970. [BV637.D4] 
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Hope, Marjorie. The South African Churches in a Revolutionary Situation. New 
York: Orbis Books, 1981 . [BR1450.H6] 

Janosik, Robert J. "Religion and Political Involvement: A Study of Black 
African Sects, 11 in Paul Hare (ed.), South Africa: Sociological Analyses. 
Cape Town: oxford University Press, 1979. [HN801.A8 S67] 

Examines link between religion and politics in Zulu independent churches . 
Finds that sects most likely to be politically involved recruit their 
members on an open basis, are bureaucratically organized, concerned with 
several important issues at the outset and are not committed to ideological 
purity. 

Kiernan, J.P. "Where Zionists Draw the Line: A Study of Religious 
Exclusiveness in an African Township.'' African Studies, 1974, pp. 79-90. 
(DT751.A4] 

Examines the proposition that Zionist cults emphasize exclusiveness from 
whites . Finds that they are more concerned with excluding other Africans. 
This attitude is carried into the workplace and most Zionists are either 
self-employed or semi-skilled workers, free from supervision or the 
necessity to interact closely wfth other Africans. 

Pauw, B.W. "Ancestor Beliefs and Rituals Among Urban Africans. 11 African 
Studies, 1974, pp . 99-111. [DT751.A4] 

Ancestor beliefs have survived and have been adapted to the urban setting 
while rituals have faded. There is some continuity of kinship ties evident 
in the survival of ancestor beliefs. 

Schutte, A.G. "Dual Religious Orientation in an Urban African Church. 11 

African Studies, 1974, pp. 113-120. [DT751.A4) 

Study of a Dutch Reformed Church in Meadowlands (Soweto). Identification 
with ancestor belief in the private sphere, Christian beliefs in the public 
sphere. Concepts of Christ and ancestors integrated within concept of the 
11spirit. 11 

Schutte, A. G. and Moloantoa, E. "Thapelo Ya Sephiri: A Study of Secret 
Prayer Groups in Soweto. 11 African Studies, 1972, pp. 245-260. [DT751.A4] 

Careful description of practices and beliefs of these groups. Finds that 
they create a strong, exclusive community and give members a sense of 
elitism. 
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West, M. E. "Independence and Unity: Problems of Cooperation between African 
Independent Church Leaders in Soweto . " African Studies, 1974, pp. 121-129 . 
[DT751 . A4] 

Considerable formal and informal cooperation exists between church leaders. 
At the same time, there is considerable competition within church elites 
due to the lack of opportunities for Africans in South African society at 
large . 

West, M.E. "African Churches in Soweto," in Clive Kile ff (ed.), Urban !1an in 
Southern Africa, Gwelo: Mambo Press, 1975. [HT148.S6 U7) 

These churches function as voluntary associations in the contemporary 
African urban environment . 

b . Education 

Adam, Rogila . "Dialectic of Higher Education for the Colonized: The Case of 
Non-White Universities in South Africa," in Heribert Adam (ed . ), South 
Africa: Sociological Perspectives, London: Oxford University Press:-1971. 

Bantu Education Journal. Pretoria. [LC2808 . S7.B28] 

Started publication in 1960. Informative government publication praising 
the successes of Bantu Education and often featuring stories about specific 
schools, students and teachers. Articles written in either English or 
Afrikaans. 

Beck, John Harry. A Study of the Career Aspirations of Five Different Groups 
of High School Students in Natal, South Africa. Michigan: University 
Microfilms, 1981. [Thisis a Ph.d dissertation available from University 
Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan] 

Comparison of Black, Indian, Afrikaner and English-speaking students. 
Discovered that Africans were very optimistic about their job prospects, 
favored working in the manufacturing sector and specifically rejected the 
possibility of working in the mines. 

Burchell, D.E . 11African Higher Education and the Establishment of the South 
African Native College, Fort Hare . '' South African Historical Journal, 
November 1976, pp . 60-83. [DT751.S95_] __ 

Daniel, J. "A History of NUSAS in Action. 11 

1974, pp. 3-9. 
South African Outlook, January 

Davis, R. Hunt. Bantu Education and the Education of Africans in South 
Africa. Athens: Ohio University Center for International Studies, 1972. 
[DT1.P33] 



de Wet, H.C. "Training Center for Tswana." 
[DT763.B26] 

Bantu, January 1974, pp . 12-15. 
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Describes a teachers' training college for Tswana. 

Edelstein, Melville Leonard. What Do Young Africans Think? Johannesburg: 
South African Institute of Race Relations, 1972. [DT764.B2.E33] 

Survey of attitudes among graduating African high school students in 
Soweto. Concludes that they identify with their own tribes as against 
others but that they did not favor the tribal separation of residential 
areas in Soweto . 

"Education and Social Control in South Africa." African Affairs, April 1979, 
pp. 228-239 . [DT1.R62] 

Bantu Education cultivates African wants while suppressing any expectation 
of their fulfillment . This contradiction produces frustration and, 
ultimately, rebellion rather than the emergence of any viable middle class. 

Fouche, B. Reading and Libraries in the Socio-Cultural Life of an Urban Black 
Community. Pretoria: University of South Africa, 19~ ---

Gude, Rupert. "Medical Education for Africans in South Africa." Lancet, 3 
September 1977, pp. 498-99. 

Ireland, Ralph R. "Education for What? A Comparison of the Education of 
Black South Africans and Black Americans." Journal of Negro Education, 
Summer 1972, pp. 227-240. [LC2701.J6] 

Kgware, W.M. Education for Africans . Johannesburg: South Africa Institute 
of Race Relations, 1969. [DT751.T6 No. 21] 

Discussion of Bantu Education with focus on problems created by the large 
number of drop outs. 

Kgware, W.M. "Education of the Africans in South Africa." South Africa 
International Quarterly, October 1974, pp . 75-86 . [DT751.S43] 

More concise discussion of same problems addressed in 1969 publication. 

Meyer, L .E. 11A Report on South Africa's Black Universities." Issue, 
Quarterly Journal of Opinion, Fall 1974, pp. 12-17. [DT1 . I7-S]--

Brief description of African universities and discussion of the 
opportunities provided there for black advancement . 

Small, Adam. Academic Freedom, White Power and Black People , Natal: 
University of Natal, 1976. [LC212.3.S6S57-] -



Unterhalter, B. "A Content Analysis of the Essays of Black and White South 
African High School Students . " Race, January 1973 . [HT1501.R25] 

c . Social and Cultural Identification 
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The Activities and Interests of Urban Blacks in Johannesburg, Durban and East 
--London. Pretoria: University of South Africa . [Can be obtained from- 

Bureau of Market Research, University of South Africa, P . O. Box 392, 
Pretoria 0001] 

Data on respondents classified by age, educational level, income, 
occupation, ethnic origin, church membership and geographical l ocation. 

Dubb, A. "African Attitudes in Town: the Search for Precision." African 
Studies, 1973, pp. 85-97. [DT751 .A4] 

Study of the attitudes of urban Africans towards members of other tribes 
and towards urban/rural identification . Graphic presentation of results, 
but too much discussion of methodology . 

Hellman, Ellen . 
South Africa: 
1971 . 

"Social Change Among Urban Africans," in Heribert Adam (ed.), 
Sociological Perspectives, London : Oxford University Press, 

Hlophe, Stephen S. "Crisis of Urban Living Under Apartheid Conditions: 
Socio-Economic Analysis of Soweto . " Journal of Southern African Affairs, 
July 1977, pp . 343-353 . [DT727 . J67] 

The author concludes that conspicuous consumption is evident among many 
urban Africans attempting to compensate for the emotional impact of serious 
social disruption. 

Market Research Africa . All Media and Products Study . Johannesburg, annual. 
[Can be obtained from Market Research Africa,~ Box 10483, Johannesburg 
2000] 

Nine volume study. Volume 4 contains detailed information concerning black 
media preferences - readership, cinema attendance, radio and TV viewing -
by age, educational level, language, income, geographical location. Volume 
7 reviews Radio Bantu listenership by age, income, etc . 

Mashile, G.G. and Pirie, G.H. "Aspects of Housing Allocation in Soweto." 
South African Geographic Journal, September 1977, pp. 139- 149. [Gl.S6] 

Despite official policies separating African language groups, there is 
still considerable mixing of linguistic groups in housing allocations in 
Soweto . Good charts and maps showing the locations of language-designated 
townships and the percentage of the designated language group in residence . 
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Mayer, Philip . "Class, Status and Ethnicity as Perceived by Johannesburg 
Africans," in Paul Hare (ed.), South Africa: Sociological Anal yses, Cape 
Town: Oxford University Press, 1979 . [HN801 . A8 . S67] 

Survey of attitudes in Soweto shows that class and status are more 
important social identifiers than tribe. 

Melamed, L. 
Setting." 

"Relationship Between Actions and Attitudes in a South African 
South African Journal of Psychology, 1970, pp . 19-23 . [BF1 .S58] 

Minnaar, G. G. The Influence of Westernization on the Personality of a Group 
of Zulu Men .Pretoria: South African HumanSciences Research Counc~ 
l.97~ 

Oosthuisen, Gerhardus . A Socio-Religious Survey of Chatswort h. Durban : 
University of Durban-Westville, 1979 . [BL2463-:067] 

Poortinga, Y.H. and Spries, E. "An Attempt to Compare Risk-Taking in Two 
Culturally Different Groups (African and European Truck Drivers) . " 
Psychologia Africana, December 1972, pp . 186-199 . [Yale Call Number 
Nfh2l+N25J 

Raum, O. F. "Change in Culture and Social Structure Among the South African 
Xhosa. 11 Socio logus, 196 5 . 

Reader, Desmond Harold. Zulu Tribe in Transition: the Makhanya of Southern 
Natal. Manchester University Press, 1966. [DT878 . Z9R4] 

Rip, Colin M. ''Modernization or Westernization." The South African Journal 
of Sociology, September 1977, pp. 47-53 . [H!11.S9] 

Modernization is likely to develop in the direction of western value-norm 
orientations . 

Schlemmer, L. "City or Rural ' Homeland: 1 A Study of Patterns of 
Identification Among Africans in South Africa 1 s Divided Society. 11 Social 
Forces, December 1972, pp . 154-164. [HNSl.SSJ 

Survey of Africans in Durban reveals close ties with home rural areas , even 
among long time urban residents, due to insecurity and frustration with 
urban life. Protest is a reaction to urban discrimination, not simply a 
reluctance to assimilate. 

Schlemmer, L. "Political Adaptation and Reaction Among Urban Africans in 
South Africa . Social Dynamics, June 1976, pp . 3-18. [Hl.S623] 

Schmidt, Jacobus Johannes . 
Gemeenskap. Pretoria: 

Beroepsprestige onder die Bantoe in 1 n Stedelike 
Raad vir Geestewetenskaplike Navorsing," 1973. 

Professional prestige among blacks in an urban community . 



Schmidt, Jacobus Johannes. Lewenstyl en Statusdifferensiasie ender die Pedi 
en Changaan binne die Munisipale Gehled van Pretoria: 'n Verkenning." 
Pretoria: Raad vir Geesteswetenskaplike Navorsing, 1975 . 
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Lifestyle and status differentiation among the Pedi and Changaan [Shangaan] 
in the municipal district of Pretoria . 

Schmidt, Jacobus Johannes . Determining Westernization/Traditionalism Among 
Blacks: A I1ethodological Contribution. Pretoria: Institute for Social , 
Demographic and Criminal Research, 1976 . [DT763.6S37] 

Description of some techniques used to test levels of westernization. 
Included are some results of tests on Pedi and Changaan [Shangaan] in 
Witbank and Bloemfontein . 

Schmidt, Jacobus Johannes. Dualisme in die Stratifikasiepatrone ender 
Stedelike Swartmense. Pretoria, 1976-. -

Dualism in the pattern of stratification among urban blacks. 

Thompson, John Craig. 
Blacks . Pretoria : 

The Measurement of Modernization Among South African 
CSIR, 1977. (HN801 .A8T56) 

Establishes criteria to judge "modernization" among Africans. 

"Urban Blacks Want Equality, Not Revolution . 11 

February, 1980 . 
South Africa Foundation News, 

van der Merwe, H.W., et al (eds . ) . 
Cape Town: David Phillip, 1978. 

African Perspectives on South Africa. 
[DT763.A37) 

Compilation of African writings on numerous subjects including politics, 
economics and religion. Heavy emphasis on homeland leaders but also 
contributions from black consciousness advocates and some trade union 
leaders. 

van der Reis, Alice Patricia. Urban Black Attitudes to Shops and Shopping, 
1978. Pretoria: University~outh Africa, 1978-. [HC517 . S73C6193] 

Detailed study of black consumer preferences, by product, according to age , 
sex, income and location. 

Wilsworth, Mercia Joan. Strategies for Survival: Transcending the Culture of 
Poyerty in a Black South African Township. Grahamstown : Rhodes 
University,-1980 . --



6. STUDIES OF PARTICULAR ELITES 

Most of the following studies are scholarly and extremely well researched. 
Interestingly, few were conducted in the largest urban areas near Johannesburg 
and thus provide a counterbalance to the overwhelming predominance of material 
concerning the urbanization of that area . Both Schlemmer (in Orkin and Welz) 
and Lever provide excellent summaries and analyses of elite studies by a range 
of authors . 

The African elite of Durban was examined in three separate studies, attracting 
more attention than any other elite under study . These works present a con
tinuum of elite attitudes, beginning in 1965 with Kuper and followed in 1974 
by Cheater and again in 1975 by Schlemmer . A comparison of their findings 
could provide some idea of changing attitudes and generational differences . 
In addition, Brandel-Syrier's two studies form a chronological analysis of her 
11 Reeftown Elite . " 

Brandel-Syrier, Mia. Reeftown Elite . New York: Africana Publishers, 1971. 
[HN80O.S64 . S653] 

Studies the mobility and social position of this elite located on the 
Witwatersrand. Finds that the elite is moving away from its traditional 
leading role in the community and is abandoning most political 
responsibilities. 

Brandel-Syrier, Mia. "Coming Through : " The Search for a New Cultural 
Identity . Transvaal: McGraw Hill, 1978. [DT763T.B73-] -

Excellent update of her 1971 study. Finds an ever increasing alienation 
among this elite which feels little identification with traditional Afri can 
culture but cannot break down the racial barriers which separat e it from 
white, westernized society . 

Brett, E.A. African Attitudes: Study of Social, Racial and Political 
Attitudes of Some Middle ClassAfricans . Johannesburg_:_South African 
Institute of Race Relation's7963. [DT763 .S66 No. 14] 

Discovered a preference for uncompromising political action, strong 
allegiance to ANC and PAC at this time . Author commented on the growth of 
"aggressive political militancy" among ·these Africans . 
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Brett, E.A. "African Attitudes to South African Society: Reaction of some 
Middle-Class Africans to their Position in South Africa . " Race, 1964, pp . 
52-62. (HT1501.R25] 

Results of detailed interviews. Blacks want education, blame the 
government for racial exclusivity. Author concludes that programs 
promoting black development foster extreme frustration and alienation. 

11Browne Committee: Planning a Black Middle Class.n Financial Mail, 6 June 
1980, pp. 1084-88. [HG46 . S6] 

Cheater, A. P . 11A Marginal Elite? African Registered Nurses in Durban, South 
Africa. 11 African Studies, 1974, pp. 143-158. [DT751.A4] 

These women comprise the female African elite and are able to 11pull up" the 
status of their households even if their husbands do not qualify as members 
of the elite. They find certain difficulties in getting along with their 
domestic servants who, as African women, resent the position of these 
women. 

Kuper, Leo. An African Bourgeoisie. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1965 . 

Excellent although somewhat dated study. Found that the elite was, at that 
time, ambivalent about the role of racialism and non-racialism in political 
ideologies. Found that class distinctions and tribal divisions among 
Africans were overriden by racial unity. Presentation of survey results in 
appendix. 

Lever, Henry. South African Society. Johannesburg: Jonathon Ball , 1978 . 
[HN801.A8t48) 

One interesting chapter on African attitudes and opinions . Compares the 
findings of studies by Kuper, Brandel-Syrier, Edelstein, Brett and others 
and concludes that rising economic status will only raise expectations, not 
satisfy them. 

Mkele, Nimrod. "Emergent African Middle Class, 11 in Paul Hare, South Africa: 
Sociological Analyses. Cape Town: Oxford University Press, 1979. 
(HN801.A8 .S67] 

Brief discussion of the historical development of social stratification 
among Africans in South Africa. Author concludes that following WWII this 
process greatly accelerated due to industrialization and urbanization. 

Nyquist, Thomas E. 
Africa. Ohio: 

Toward a Theory of the African Upper Stratum in South 
Ohio University PresS:-1972. [DT1.P33 No. 15]- ---

Study of Grahamstown. Author finds that the black elite, frustrated in the 
wider context of South African society, is intensely competitive over the 
limited number of prestige symbols available to Africans . Lacking any 
meaningful power, their role as leaders is extremely difficult . 



Orkin, F.M. and Welz, S.E. (eds). Society in Southern Africa 1975-1978. 
Johannesburg: Johannesburg Association for Sociology in Southern Africa, 
1979. [HN8OO.A7S633] 

Includes interesting article by Lawrence Schlemmer, 11Black Attitudes: 
Reaction and Adaptation11 [different from his 1975 book with same title]. 
Author compares results of several surveys by Edelstein, Brett and others 
with his own findings and concludes that the predominant African response 
to social conditions has been demoralization and coercive compliance. 
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Pauw, Berthold A. The Second Generation: A Study of the Family Among 
Urbanized Bantu in East London. New York: Oxford University Press, 1973 . 
[HN8OO . S63.E26] 

A study of Africans born and raised in East London. Finds that rural ties 
are still strong because the home rural areas are nearby. Links economic 
status with particular religious affiliations. 

Schlemmer, L. Black Attitudes: Reaction and Adaptation. Durban: University 
of Natal, 1975. [DT763.6 .S34] 

Thorough description of black attitudes towards whites. Found that elite 
held an ambivalent attitude, cautious but hopeful. 


