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DENNIS BRUTUS wrote these poems in Algiers while attending the 
first Pan-African Cultural Festival. His comments on the poems can 
be found at the back of the volume. The African and Afro-Ameri
can Research Institute is extremely pleased to offer this booklet in 
Brutus' own hand as the second in its series of Occasional Publica· 
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publications in order to defray the expenses .incurred in reprinting 
them. 
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MNskJIJlld6~.P 
..And 1u,,u s/iall I Mt fi1e ? 

19 



2/ 



22 23 



~e~f~""'!ft'km~iw 
~ ~_jrtlu ciiti( _twl kJJ 4 

srttU~~~aSt,,u;,w-~ 
~~e~fo }!~, IHI~ 

IJ,d-~~~tllfd~d-
'l,t-~~//l"t~~~ 

;;~ ~ ~ 71Nd,uf tlllt,f ,id 

tx~. I JJtblJt,, a tM/41.Jtf ,t/,Jr_ ty
lth~ :-~ tUcd ~ ~~ 
~UtU skuidM /4~, sM au 
dd,u nt,t fa a ~~,IA/ #ua: 
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DENNIS BRUTUS was born in 1924 in Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, 
of South African parents. Educated at Fort Hare College and the 
University of Witwatersrand, he taught for fourteen years in South 
African high schools and participated in many anti-Apartheid 
campaigns, particularly those concerned with sports. The South 
African Government eventually banned him from attending political 
and social meetings and made it illegal for any of his writings to be 
published in South Africa. In 1963 he was arrested for attending a 
meeting. When released on bail, he Red to Swaziland and from 
there tried to make his way lo Germany to meet with the Olympic 
executive committee, but the Portuguese Secret Police at the Mozam
bique border handed him back to the South African Security Police. 
Realizing that no one would know of his capture, he made a desper
ate attempt to escape, only to be shot in the back on a Johannesburg 
street. On recovery he was sentenced to eighteen months hard labor. 
When he ii.rushed his term in prison, he was permitted to leave 
South Africa with his wife and seven children on an "exit permit," 
a document which makes it illegal for him to return. He has lived 
in London ever since. 

Besides being the author of two highly praised books of poetry, 
Sirens, Knuckles, Boots (1963) and letters to Martha and Other 
Poems from a South Af rica11 Pl'hon ( 1968), Dennis Brutus is Presi
dent of SANROC (South African Non-Racial Olympic Commit
tee), the organization that led the movement to exclude South 
Africa from the Olympic Games because of that nation ·s discrimina
tory sports policies. He is also Director of the World Campaign 
for the Release of South African Political Prisoners. 
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