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The Social Consequences of the AIDS Epidemic 

RESPONDING TO THE CHALLENGE THAT AIDS PRESENTS, 

the Council is developing a research program 
centered on the epidemic's projected social conse
quences. The program will seek to inform society's 
coping strategies and, if possible, to forestall negative 
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A challenge for the 
social sciences 

by Yasmine Ergas* 

effects while encouraging the positive innovations to 
which health crises sometimes give rise. While the 
precise outlines of the Council's future activities in 
this area are not yet decided, the importance of 
turning the attention of the social sciences to the 
social effects of the disease is becoming more evident 
every day.1 This article attempts to set a framework 
for studying the social consequences of the epidemic 
by highlighting the kinds of problems on which 
research and theoretical work must focus. It does not 
presume to prescribe the content of appropriate 
research or social theory. 

All forms of HIV infection raise pressing policy 
issues, ranging from the promotion of public health 
to the protection of civil liberties, from the provision 
of medical and social services to the coordination of 
internationally-san~tioned measures. Furthermore, 

1 Before examining some of these effects in greater detail, a 
caveat is in order. "AIDS"-"Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome" -has come to denote, both in casual conversation 
and, to a significant degree, in scientific discussion, HIV 
infection in general. As medical researchers have shown, 
infection with HIV proceeds on a continuum, although 
progression from one state to the next is not automatic. Many 
individuals, in the United States and elsewhere, are and may 
remain at the first stage of this infection. It is now expected, 
however, that a significantly large proportion of those infected 
will develop Aids Related Complex (ARC) and that many others 
will go on to suffer from AIDS. 

For contents of this issue, 
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they all possess the potential to provoke significant 
social and cultural change. It is with this broad range 
of issues-and with the implications of different 
stages and manifestations of infection and illness
that we need to be and, indeed, are concerned. 

The social consequences of AIDS: 
an overview 

Historically, epidemics have both shaped and been 
shaped by the structures of social, economic, and 
poiitical life. Their course has been affected by 
behavioral patterns, popular beliefs, health care 
services, and governmental responses. And their 
demographic, economic, legislative, and cultural 
effects have often outlived the diseases which created 
them. Smallpox, cholera, tuberculosis, polio, and the 
bubonic plague are, in a sense, with us still even 
though, in the Western world, the numbers of the 
stricken have been drastically reduced. 

The legacies of disease inform the knowledge on 
which a significant amount of medical science, as well 
as many constitutive features of contemporary 
societies, now rests. From the immunizations rou
tinely performed to the power of public health 
authorities, from common understandings of "purity 
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and danger," to shared assumptions regarding health 
and illness, from the ethics of the healing professions 
and the organization of medical care to the regula
tion of immigration, the great epidemics of the past 
structure our experiences of the present.2 

In this legacy, the accumulation of scientific 
knowledge plays a special role. Such knowledge as 
has been possessed has generally been mobilized to 
cope with disease. _In turn, this knowledge has been 
profoundly affected by the issues which diseases have 
placed on the scientific agenda. 

From both a societal and a scientific perspective, 
AIDS promises to be no different. Exacting a 
significant toll in terms of human lives, threatening a 
virtual decimation of populations which engage in 
"high risk behaviors," the current epidemic is already 
meting out tragedy and engendering social change. 
It is also prompting new public and private policies 
and generating scientific breakthroughs. Until now, 
the mobilization of science seems to have especially 
involved biomedical and epidemiological researchers, 
while the potential contributions of the social 
sciences-and the significance for them of confront
ing the questions the current epidemic raises
appear to have received relatively scanty and 
generally fragmentary attention.3 

Yet the social implications of AIDS-its epidemio
logical dependence on particular patterns of social 
behavior and its potential impact on the organization 
of social life-have been recognized as being of par
amount importance. The transmission of AIDS takes 
place through specific behavioral routes. Infection 
spreads as a result of sexual, parenteral, and perinatal 
contact. Acknowledging that "neither vaccines nor sat
isfactory drug therapies for HIV or AIDS are likely to 
be available in the near future," the National Acad
emy of Sciences and the Institute of Medicine have 
urged that a series of social measures be taken to curb 
the spread of the epidemic and to deal with its effects. 
Referring explicitly to the potential contributions of 
the social sciences, the National Academy and the In
stitute of Medicine report stressed: 

Social science research can help develop effective education 
programs ... (that) contribute to the design of policies that 
reduce the public's fear of AIDS and that help eliminate 
discriminatory practices toward AIDS patients. And it can 

2 The phrase "purity and danger" is borrowed from Douglas 
(1966). On epidemics, their "social construction," and their 
historical effects, see Brandt (1987); Carmichael (1986); McNeill 
(1976); and Rosenberg (1962). 

3 For an important review of the potential contribution of the 
social sciences to coping with the epidemic, see Nelkin (1987) . 
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shape the establishment of health care and social services for 
AIDS patients.4 

This is but an initial suggestion of the ways in 
which the social sciences can contribute to the 
development of coping strategies. As the Academy 
report suggests, the task before the social sciences is 
urgent and exacting. It requires marshalling exper
tise that is presently scattered across a multiplicity of 
disciplines; it requires developing a dialogue capable 
of extending beyond the borders of the social 
sciences to engage policy makers, epidemiologists, 
and biomedical researchers; and it requires assess
ing the changes which the current epidemic has 
already set in motion and those which it is likely to 
produce. 

The effects of AIDS determine the context within 
which the efforts of the social sciences must be 
situated and provide important data on which to base 
further research. 

Viewed in an int_ernational perspective, AIDS 
threatens entire societies. In some parts of Africa, for 
instance, where the disease affects both sexes in 
approximately equal numbers, the effects of AIDS 
are already widespread. But even in countries where 
the epidemic has been characterized by a "Western" 
epidemiological pattern -largely confined to male 
homosexuals, intravenous drug abusers, and their 
sexual partners and children - the consequences of 
AIDS are significant. 

In the United States, these effects are beginning to 
be discernible in the cultural and behavioral patterns 
of specific social groups and in the institutions that 
bind society together. Culturally, AIDS has called 
renewed attention to sex and sexuality, awakened 
fears of contagion and epidemic disasters, and 
inspired a new literature of disease.5 Institutionally, 
AIDS has become a factor influencing international 
as well as domestic policy and politics. 

Both culturally and institutionally, the epidemic 
has highlighted existing fault lines in American 
society while provoking new tensions and prompting 
new choices. It has, for instance, reinforced the 

4 Institute of Medicine (1986a), page 27. 
5 The networks and press still provide almost daily coverage of 

the AIDS epidemic, often stressing the implications of the 
disease for sexual practices and mores. Such coverage has the 
collateral effect of giving both sex and sexuality greater salience 
in public discourse. For examples and analyses of this coverage, 
see Singer et al. (1987); Leishman (1987); and "AIDS: What You 
Need to Know, What You Should Do and What the Government 
Hasn't Done" (1987). An example of the literature of disease is 
Larry Kramer's play, The Normal Heart, produced in New York 
City in the 1985 season. 
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stigma and discrimination experienced by those 
groups among whom the disease has been especially 
virulent: male homosexuals and intravenous drug 
abusers.6 And since inner city minorities are 
disproportionately represented among AIDS suffer
ers, the epidemic has also given renewed salience to 
the racial cleavages which divide American society, 
for AIDS occurs nearly three times as frequently 
among black and Hispanic men as it does among 
white men, and 73 per cent of the women and 79 
percent of the children with AIDS are black or 
Hispanic.7 

While AIDS is posing an especially serious threat 
to populations which have historically been severely 
disadvantaged, it has also raised questions which 
both polarize and reorder societal priorities and 
beliefs. Should sex education be provided in schools? 
Should sexuality that deviates from the canonical 
model of heterosexual matrimonial monogamy be 
publicly acknowledged and perhaps implicitly con
doned? Proponents of differing views form opposing 
camps, while new alliances are forged between 
traditional "liberals"-like Representative Waxman
and equally traditional "conservatives" -like Surgeon
General C. Everett Koop. 

As debates touching upon themes such as these 
unfold, catalyzing widespread public attention, AIDS 
alters the features of everyday life-and death-for 
those populations which are most dramatically 
affected. In New York and San Francisco, among the 
minorities which live in the inner cities, but also in 
the art world and the design industry, AIDS is a daily 
experience-of loss, fear, stigmatization, destitution, 

6 On the psychological and social stresses associated with AIDS, 
with particular reference to homosexual men, see Emmons 
et al. (1986); Joseph et al. (1984; 1987; n .d.); Kessler (1986); 
and Kessler et al. (1986). Furthermore, in reference to the 
impact of AIDS on sexual behavior among male homosexuals, 
see "Declining Rates of Rectal and Pharngeal Gonorrhea among 
Males-New York City" (1984); "Self-Reported Behavioral 
Changes among Homosexuals and Bisexual Men-San Fran• 
cisco" (1986); and Kotarba & Lang (1986). 

7 As of last fall, 60 per cent of reported AIDS cases in the 
United States were white, 25 per cent were black, and 14 per cent 
were Hispanic. It has been suggested that the particular 
vulnerability of blacks to AIDS may be linked to the prevalence 
of intravenous drug abuse in this population. While blacks 
comprise 13 per cent of the American population, they account 
for nearly 40 per cent of the intravenous drug users (see 
Institute of Medicine (1986a, pages 72, 60). However, it should 
be noted that even among intravenous drug abusers, blacks and 
Hispanics seem to suffer from HIV infection in disproportionate 
numbers. Thus, according to one study, 42 per cent of black and 
Hispanic intravenous drug abusers, but only 14 per cent of white 
ones, were infected with HIV. See Rogers & Williams ( 1987). 
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and discrimination; and, too rarely, solidarity and 
community support.8 

At the same time, AIDS has appeared on the 
agenda of the major institutions of American society, 
affecting the ways in which services are provided and 
governance is ensured. AIDS has become an issue for 
private enterprise as well as for national and local 
government, for the health system and the insurance 
industry, for the educational system and the courts, 
for the armed forces and the foreign service. 

Within each institutional arena, the epidemic elicits 
policy responses, often provoking changes which 
have extensive ramifications. These policies some
times take the findings of the social sciences into 
account. More often, they evolve in a piecemeal 
manner and, because data regarding their character
istics and effects are not systematically gathered, they 
yield little information which may be of use in future 
decision making. 

Foremost on the public agenda is the issue of 
effective education. Health officials, private enter
prises, and agencies of the federal government are 
engaged in a myriad of activities designed to 
promote awareness and behavioral change while 
forestalling panic. These initiatives are rarely moni
tored for their ability to achieve their aims, yet the 
belief that information-or education-suffices to 
affect behavior is seriously open to question. Re
search on the effects of fear, like that on risk taking, 
beliefs about health, and the factors that lead from 
knowledge to awareness and action, must be gar
nered. If it is imperative that neither the public nor 
policy makers succumb to illusions regarding the 
import of information, it is equally important to 
understand which campaigns have succeeded, and 
when, how, why, and which are likely to do so in the 
future. 

At the same time as the question of education is 
being broached, public health officials and hospital 
administrators are developing strategies designed to 
meet the multiple demands AIDS places on medical 
facilities. AIDS generates pressures for beds, trained 
professional staff, and adequately prepared volun
teer personnel.9 Public health officials and adminis
trators must decide whether AIDS sufferers should 
be placed in "dedicated" wards or integrated with 

8 Through April 4, 1986, of all AIDS cases reported to the 
Centers for Disease Control, 33.5 per cent were from New York 
and 22.9 per cent were from California. See data provided in 
Institute of Medicine (1986b), page 2. 

9 See Fox (1986). On these issues, see Institute of Medicine 
(1986a), pages 150-157. 
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other patients. They must also deal with the growing 
demand AIDS produces for mental health services, 
and with the type of counseling this epidemic 
requires, for AIDS entails coping with both loss and 
danger-a situation which can create complex anxi
ety and depression reactions that are particularly 
difficult to treat. 

Public health officials, hospital administrators, and 
the society as a whole must confront the economic 
burden that AIDS imposes. Estimates of the average 
lifetime costs of the care required by an AIDS 
sufferer, from diagnosis to death, range from 
$27,600 to $150,000 (in 1986 dollars). 10 The U.S. 
Public Health Service has estimated that in 1991 the 
total costs of care for the anticipated 174,000 AIDS 
sufferers will range between $8 billion and $16 
billion. I I The direct costs of this disease are partially 
financed by insurance companies. But AIDS suffer
ers are frequently required to pay for a significant 
portion of their care and they often cannot do so. 
AIDS generally impairs the ability to maintain 
employment, thus imposing severe financial hard
ship on the ill and a general loss of productivity on 
the economy. And since, for many, the loss of 
employment spells the loss of health insurance, 
Medicaid and local government revenues must cover 
the unreimbursed costs of medical care for AIDS 
sufferers.12 The epidemic has therefore contributed 
both to stimulating the search for new solutions to 
the financing of health care and to renewed debates 
over the adequacy of present arrangements. 

These debates have led in two directions: on the 
one hand, insurers have pressed for the right to test 
insurance applicants for HIV seropositivity; on the 

10 Variations in estimates reflect differences in the methodolo
gies employed as well as in the medical sites examined. The costs 
of care also appear to vary in relation to the particular 
symptomatology of the AIDS case (patients with pneumocystis 
carini appear to incur higher costs than those with Kaposzi's 
sarcoma) and to the social characteristics of the patient. On the 
costs of health care for AIDS sufferers, see Institute of Medicine 
(1986a), pages 155-175; Scitovsky & Cline (1986); and Thomas & 
Fox, unpublished paper. 

11 Institute of Medicine ( 1986a), page 159. 
12 Scitovsky et al. have estimated that private insurance covers 

from 13 per cent to 65 per cent of the costs of AIDS care. It 
should be noted, moreover, that insurance coverage frequently 
terminates with job loss. Studies have shown that AIDS sufferers 
can often work less than half the work year. They consequently 
often lose their jobs and their medical coverage. It appears that, 
in some hospitals, the uncompensated costs of AIDS patients 
have been four times greater than those of other patients. 
Medicaid reimbursement is estimated to be as much as 60 per 
cent below the actual treatment costs for an AIDS patient. See 
[nstitute of Medicine (1986a), pages 164-165, 168. 
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other, cnucs of the current system have called 
attention to the responsibility of public institutions 
for ensuring adequate health care for the entire 
population.13 The discussions which have developed 
on the issue of health care financing may foreshadow 
changes which would dovetail with other transforma
tive processes that AIDS appears to have already set 
in motion. 

When the AIDS epidemic began, historians have 
noted, the health policy was in a state of flux, shifting 
attention from infectious diseases to chronic degen
erative diseases; from the promise of science to its 
unrealized potential; from comprehensive service 
provisions to cost control. 14 At a minimum, AIDS has 
redirected attention to infectious diseases, and, 
therefore, to the public health measures which such 
diseases require. It is prompting a critical re
examination of existing legislative and administrative 
measures, such as those regarding communicable 
and sexually-transmitted diseases. 15 At a more 
general level, AIDS is stimulating a far-reaching 
discussion over the relationship between public 
health and individual liberties, with significant 
implications for the relationship between the state 
(understood in its broadest sense) and civil society. 16 

The exercise of compulsory public health powers for 
the good of the community involves a potentially 
massive infringement of individual liberty, auton
omy, and privacy. Yet public health jurisprudence 
has been a relatively neglected area of the law. 
Addressing the classic question for public health 
jurisprudence-to what extent may the state require 
its citizens to submit to restraint or loss of rights in 
order to interrupt the spread of disease?-many 
have expressed the fear that AIDS may occasion new, 
and coercive, measures for the "policing of society." 
Others have emphasized the attention which public 

13 See Fox (1986); Hammond & Shapiro (1986), pages 
143-167; and Oppenheimer & Padgug (1986). 

14 The term "health polity" is used in the sense defined in Fox 
(1986), page 7, to mean "the ways a community ... conceives of 
and organizes its response to health and illness." The description 
of the transformations the health polity is undergoing is also 
derived from this article by Fox. See also Starr (l 982). 

15 On legislation regarding public health and its applications 
with respect to AIDS, see Kuller & Kingsley (1986); Gostin 
(1986); and Musto (1986). 

16 Out of a rapidly developing literature on the issue of the 
relationship between civil liberties and public health as these 
pertain to the AIDS epidemic, see Reiman et al. ( 1985); Levine et 
al. (1986); Bayer et al. (1986); and Bayer (1986). On the effects of 
quarantine, see Musto (1986). As an example of the social 
mobilization which can be generated by public health regula
tions, see Walkowitz (1980). 
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health officials and legislatures have thus far given to 
individual rights.17 

Concomitantly, the ways in which the demand for 
services for AIDS sufferers are being addressed, and 
the importance attributed to solidary organizations 
and to the mobilization of voluntary groups are 
placing the necessity for complementing and sustain
ing such service-providing groups on the public 
agenda. Already, the establishment and consolida
tion of advocacy organizations concerned with the 
ways in which the epidemic is being confronted have 
added to the panoply of pre-existing interests, social 
movement organizations, and voluntary associations 
a new set of actors whose influence may well 
continue to be felt even after the epidemic is 
halted.18 But the organizations that have developed 
thus far may not correspond to the needs of all 
populations. The inner city minorities among whom 
the epidemic is attaining particular virulence, for 
instance, may be underserviced by organizations 
whose original impetus came from within other 
communities. Social scientists concerned with the 
organization of American politics, the role of social 
movements, and the importance of the voluntary 
sector in the provision of social services can offer 
useful suggestions on the ways in which the AIDS 
organizations can be supported. 

Policy issues are also raised as existing differentia
tions in the distribution of civil liberties and social 
rights become accentuated. Branches of the federal 
government, for instance, have initiated systematic 
screening of their personnel. In 1985, the Depart
ment of Defense began testing all applicants for 
entry into the military services. Screening was then 
extended to all active duty personnel. Screening has 

17 In this context, scholars and activists have drawn attention to 
the ways in which public health measures relating to venereal 
disease have been used to control prostitution. "Quarantine," 
writes Musto, "is a response not only to the actual mode of 
transmission, but also to a popular demand to establish a 
boundary between the kind of person so diseased and the 
respectable people who hope to remain healthy." Musto (1986), 
page 108. Also see Gostin (1986), especially pages 87-88, and 
Brandt (1987). 

18 An impressive number of organizations has arisen in the 
wake of the AIDS epidemic. Among them are the American 
Foundation for AIDS Research (AMF AR), the Gay Men's Health 
Crisis of New York, and the National AIDS Network. On the 
ways in which voluntary associations can outlive their original 
purposes and yet consolidate their organization by developing 
new goals, see Sills (1957). On the far-reaching impact of social 
movements associated with health, see Nissenbaum (l 980); the 
essays in Levitt & Numbers (1985); and Rosenberg (1962); 
especially pages 213- 225. 
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led to a reduction in the population of possible 
recruits. Nationally, seropositivity among applicants 
averages 1.6 per 1,000, but the military services are 
finding that up to 20 per 1,000 recruit applicants 
from high incidence areas are seropositive.19 Screen
ing may also affect posting decisions, for the military 
services stationed overseas have been perceived as 
transmitters of the disease. Thus, allegations that the 
American armed forces have spread AIDS to the 
local population have entered into discussions regard
ing the renewal of the American bases in the 
Philippines and have provoked angry polemics in 
Japan. Concern with considerations linked to inter
national relations has also led the Foreign Service to 
screen its personnel. In December 1986, the State 
Department announced that a test for HIV seroposit
ivity would be required of all its employees and their 
dependents over the age of 18 who are stationed 
overseas. Seropositive employees-or employees with 
seropositive dependents-would be restricted to 
certain posts so as to prevent potential damage to 
foreign relations. And, as has already begun to 
happen with the armed forces, testing in the Foreign 
Service may have repercussions on recruitment pools 
as well as on the character of the relations that 
develop between seronegative and seropositive indi
viduals. 

The current epidemic calls, then, for critical 
choices and has the potential for provoking signifi
cant changes. From the military to the schools, from 
prisons to hospitals, from civil rights and the 
enforcement of laws to the employment relationship, 
from sexual mores and even the understanding of 
sexuality to the ability of people to travel freely both 
across and within national boundaries-AIDS has 
exerted or may soon exert a powerful influence. It 
can also promote innovation, as society comes to 
grips with the challenge this dreadful disease poses. 
It has led to the formation of new organizational 
structures and to new solidarities. It may yet lead to 
new definitions of rights and obligations, to new 
understandings of death and dying, and to new 
rituals for coping with disease.20 It has led, and will 
in all likelihood continue to lead, to new scientific 
research and discoveries. 21 Ultimately its effects will 

19 See Institute of Medicine ( 1986a), page 68. 
20 On this point, see Musto (1986), page 115. 
21 See Osborn (1986), pages 779-782; and Gallo (1987), pages 

47-56. On the impact of the AIDS epidemic on historical 
understandings of disease, see Rosenberg (1986). The AIDS 
epidemic has also given new impetus to research regarding both 
sexual behavior and IV drug abuse. 
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reflect society's ability to marshall the knowledge at 
its disposal and to generate new types and sources of 
knowledge in order to limit the spread and the 
damage of disease. 

The task before the social sciences is complex. It 
requires understanding to what extent and how this 
epidemic will (1) affect the structures of everyday 
life, (2) reorder social groupings, (3) harden bound
aries, (4) redefine gender and sex roles, (5) affect life 
cycles and family cycles, and (6) exert an impact on 
basic social institutions, from the health care system 
to the labor market. Without succumbing to the 
illusory appeal of social engineering, and aware of 
the unintended consequences of social action, one is 
prompted to ask: What can be done to curtail this 
epidemic and to cope with its effects? The Council's 
program will seek to provide answers to this 
question. D 
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A World With No Color Line 

BLACK LIFE IN THIS COUNTRY has always been 
characterized by an existence on the periphery. Black 
Americans were denied the most fundamental 
human r ights; indeed, the Supreme Court's 1857 
Dred Scott decision proclaimed that blacks possessed 
"no rights which whites were bound to respect." The 
result has been a pattern of systematic underdevelop
ment. Although the most oppressive aspects of black 
subjugation have been eliminated, the legacy re
mains. The legacy is evident in the persistent racial 
inequities in educational achievement, family struc
ture, occupational attainment, patterns of unemploy
ment, income levels, residential segregation, and the 
distribution of wealth. Continuing discrimination, 
together with accumulated disadvantages, sustains 
black deprivation. 

After a wide-ranging study of the urban rebellions 
during the 1960s, the Kerner Commission concluded 
that "our nation is moving toward two societies, one 
black, one white-separate and unequal."1 Our 
findings support this conclusion to a large extent. 
Detailed examination of empirical data shows that 
for the majority of black Americans life continues to 
be experienced as "separate and unequal." 

The basic findings from this study of race 
differences in social and economic status are summa
rized below. These findings reveal areas of consider
able gain as well as areas of considerable loss. Black 
Americans continue to be substantially disadvan
taged relative to whites in this country. 

Since 1940, death rates have fallen for both races. 
The declines have been slightly greater for blacks, 
but there is still a major racial discrepancy in 

* Reynolds Farley is a research scientist at the Population 
Studies Center, University of Michigan, and a member of the 
Council's Committee for Research on the 1980 Census. Walter R. 
Allen is a professor of sociology at the Center for Afro-American 
and African Studies, University of Michigan. This article is 
adapted from the last chapter of their book, The Color Line and the 
Quality of Life in America (New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 
1987). © Russell Sage Foundation 1987. This book is one of a 
series of census monographs sponsored by the Council's 
Committee for Research on the 1980 Census, chaired by Charles 
F. Westoff, Princeton University. See page 58, below, for a fuller 
description of the book. 

1 U .S. National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders. 
Report of the National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders. New 
York: Bantam Books, 1968, page 1. 
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mortality since whites live about six years longer than 
blacks. Racial differences in mortality are much 
smaller among women than among men; early in the 
next century, the life span of black women may equal 
that of white women. However, at current rates such 
a convergence will not occur among men until well 
after 2050, if at all. 

Birth rates rose rapidly among both races between 
1940 and the late 1950s. Since that time, births have 
fallen at a similar rate for both races. Nevertheless, 
the fertility level of blacks remains about 30 per cent 
higher than that of whites. 

The races are becoming increasingly distinct as 
regards the timing of childbearing and the marital 
status of mothers. White women become mothers at 
later ages, while black women concentrate their 
childbearing in their teens and early 20s. The shift 
toward a higher proportion of births "out of 
wedlock" is evident among both races but is much 
more pronounced among blacks. About 60 per cent 
of black children compared with 12 per cent of white 
children are delivered to unmarried women. 

On all indicators of marital and family status, we 
find that both races are moving away from a 
traditional pattern of early marriage, fertility within 
marriage, and the rearing of children by both 
parents. The shifts have been much greater among 
blacks, and racial differences in the proportion of 
young women who are married, the proportion of 
adult women who are wives, and the proportion of 
children living with both parents have grown larger. 
A minority of black children now live with a father. 

In terms of school enrollment and years of 
schooling completed, racial differences have nar
rowed substantially since 1940. The racial gap in 
attainment has certainly not been eliminated but a 
continuation of recent trends offers hope that young 
blacks will soon complete as many years of schooling 
as whites. In the 1970s, racial differences on 
standardized tests of academic achievement nar
rowed slightly, but black youth continue to score 
lower on these tests than white youth. 

Our study recounts dramatic changes in the spatial 
distribution of blacks. During the 1940s, 1950s, and 
1960s there was a substantial flow of black migrants 
from the South to the North and West. The migrants 
tended to have had fewer years of schooling than 
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native-born blacks; as a result, they held less 
prestigious jobs and had lower earnings. 

In the 1970s, we find evidence of a modest stream 
of black migrants from the North into the South. 
They tended to be better educated and thus held 
better jobs and earned more than native-born blacks 
in either the North or the South. Indeed, these black 
migrants to the South compared favorably with the 
native white population of the South. 

In the 1970s-for the first time-there was a 
substantial migration of blacks from central cities 
into the suburban ring. In many urban areas the 
black population is declining in the central city, but 
growing rapidly in the suburbs. However, levels of 
black-white residential segregation declined little in 
the 1970s. Despite black economic advances, more 
liberal white attitudes, and federal fair housing laws, 
blacks and whites remain segregated. 

Residential segregation continues to affect racial 
patterns in schools. In many small and medium-sized 
metropolitan areas, public schools have been racially 
integrated. But in the large metropolitan areas
where the majority of blacks live-little progress has 
been made toward integrating elementary and 
secondary schools. In many large cities black and 
white students are as segregrated now as they were 
before the Brown v. Board of Education ruling. 

With regard to the labor force participation of 
men, rates are down for both races but the decline 
has been much greater among blacks. For the first 
time in the nation's history a substantial percentage 
of adult black men are neither working nor looking 
for a job. In 1985, 13 per cent of black men aged 35 
to 44 were not participating in the labor force; for 
white men, the figure was 5 per cent.2 

Labor force participation rates have risen for both 
black and white women, but more rapidly among 
whites in recent times. In the past the proportion of 
women employed was greater for black women than 
for whites. This has changed and white women have 
"caught up" with black women with regard to labor 
force participation. Black women, however, have 
persistently higher unemployment rates. 

Since the mid-1950s, black male unemployment 
rates have been double those of white men, and there 
is no evidence suggesting convergence on this impor
tant indicator of status. Both economic expansion and 
civil rights laws have failed to lower the two-to-one 
ratio. In terms of employment, there is no evidence of 
any improvement in the status of black men. 

2 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Employment and Earnings, 
33:(1), January 1986, table 4. 
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If we look at the occupations of employed men, we 
find a very clear and seemingly uninterrupted trend 
toward a racial convergence. Black men are clearly 
moving into the more attractive and higher-paying 
occupations once reserved for whites. Despite the 
obvious and substantial progress, however, racial 
differences in the occupational distribution of men 
remain large. When the occupations of employed 
women are considered, we find that as recently as 
1960 black women were concentrated in domestic 
service. There has been a major upgrading of the 
jobs held by black women, and their occupational 
distributions are also converging with those of white 
women. In 1980, black males and females each had 
occupational distributions that were similar to those 
achieved by whites in 1950, a full generation earlier. 

The salaries of employed black men have risen 
more rapidly than those of white men, although 
blacks continue to earn less than whites. Models that 
seek to measure racial discrimination in pay rates 
suggest that there has been a substantial decline since 
1940. Nevertheless, black men in 1985 could expect 
to earn about 16 per cent per hour less than 
ostensibly similar white men, a difference some 
would accept as a rough estimate of the cost of racial 
discrimination in pay rates. Black women, on the 
other hand, have attained earnings parity with white 
women. It may be disadvantageous to be a woman in 
today's labor market, but black women are not at any 
more of a disadvantage than white women. 

Since the turn of this century, commentators have 
pointed to the economic success of black West Indian 
migrants in the United States and taken this as 
evidence of an absence of racial discrimination. They 
believe that the achievements of the West Indians 
demonstrate what blacks may accomplish. Our 
analysis of this topic reveals that foreign-born blacks 
in 1980 were just one step ahead of native-born 
blacks on measures of educational attainment, 
occupational achievement, and earnings. In particu
lar, the economic characteristics and achievements of 
foreign-born blacks resemble those of native-born 
blacks much more than they resemble those of 
whites. Most claims concerning the achievements of 
West Indian blacks in the United States are greatly 
exaggerated. 

A research agenda for the future 

The comprehensive study of racial stratification 
requires the development of more sophisticated 
models. Such models need to incorporate a focus on 
societal-level factors (for example, economic rela-
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tions, social history), middle-range or institutional
level factors (for example, labor force participation, 
family structure), and individual-level factors (for 
example, attitudes, behavioral patterns). The com
plex of variables and relationships implicated in 
racial stratification must be systematically outlined. 
Ideally, any empirical investigation of these relation
ships should employ a multimethod approach, 
collecting data from government statistics, social 
surveys, and field studies. 

In recommending the systematic study of racial 
stratification, we also suggest an agenda for research. 
This list is not as ambitious as the 100-year research 
plan for the study of black life and culture outlined 
by W. E. B. DuBois during his years at Atlanta 
University (1897-1910).3 The research topics we 
suggest are neither exhaustive nor detailed . They 
indicate avenues for inquiry into the connections 
between race and economics in American life . 

Macrolevel research issues 

Racial division of labor in the changing U.S. economy. 
There is need for systematic, empirical study of 
transitions in the economic base of the United States 
as related to patterns of racial stratification. Specifi
cally, the nation's economy has shifted from a focus 
on labor-intensive, agricultural activities to capital
intensive, service-financial activities. We need re
search that details the changing patterns of black 
partiGipation in the American economy and the 
implications of these changes. 

North-South economic relations and racial stratification 
in America. The world's industrialized, developed 
northern hemisphere has tended to dominate recent 
economic relationships with the preindustrial, devel
oping southern hemisphere. Coincidentally or not, 
the North-South split roughly corresponds to a 
white-nonwhite distinction. Research should investi
gate the contribution that the United States makes to 
the operation of the international system of racial 
stratification. What implications does this stratifica
tion system hold for domestic racial issues? 

The ideology of racial stratification. Around the end of 
the 19th century in the United States, and earlier in 
Europe, a systematic doctrine justifying racial strati
fication crystallized and was institutionalized. The 
process by which these ideologies were articulated, 
propagated, and accepted into the society's mores 
should be investigated. 

3 W. E. B. DuBois. The Autobiography of W.E.B. DuBois. New 
York: International Publishers, 1968, pages 205-35. 

42 

The racial hierarchy theories espoused by the 
Social Darwinists nine decades ago no longer have 
scholarly defenders, but their legacy persists. Our 
society continues to accept stereotypes that stress 
black limitations in ability and skills. As DuBois 
observed, blacks in the United States view them
selves, in some degree, through the stereotypes that 
whites believe.4 Quite likely, many young blacks still 
receive, and accept, the messages from the schools 
and from the media which say that they may aspire to 
become musicians or athletes, but that they should 
not hope to become mathematicians or physicians. 

Middle-range research issues 

Racial stratification and health in the United States. 
The system of health care is changing rapidly; 
therefore, it is important to examine how the 
delivery of medical services will be influenced by 
racial stratification. For instance, how will the 
persistent racial gap in morbidity and mortality be 
affected by the current cost containment movement 
in health care or by the increasing privatization of 
health care delivery? 

Racial stratification and education. Educational attain
ment is one of the primary determinants of economic 
and occupational mobility in America. Research that 
examines the relationship of racial stratification to 
educational options, experiences, and outcomes is 
required. A vitally important question asks whether 
educational opportunities, the quality of schooling, 
and returns for investments in schooling are compa
rable for blacks and whites. More systematic racial 
comparisons of educational progress are required. 

Race and family organization in America. The organi
zation of black family life has changed dramatically 
over the past 25 years, and a continuation of current 
trends will lead to even larger racial cliff erences in 
family structure. Research is needed to clarify the 
sources and implications of changes in black family 
structure. For example, how is the trend toward 
female-headed households related to trends in black 
male unemployment, female employment, and black 
marginality in the labor market? Do changes in black 
family organization presage similar changes for 
whites and other race/ethnic groups? 

Occupational mobility and race in America. We 
described two important, but contradictory, trends in 
the working lives of blacks. A group of highly 
educated blacks has found unprecedented opportu-

4 W. E. B. DuBois. The Souls of Black Folk. New York: Fawcett 
World Library, 1961 [1903), page 17. 
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nities for occupational mobility, but at the same time 
a sizable proportion of the black population is mired 
in crisis-level unemployment. Research needs to be 
conducted into the pattern of employment opportu
nities available to blacks. What are the implications of 
chronic exclusion from the labor force for the work 
attitudes of young blacks (many of whom have never 
been gainfully employed) as they enter adulthood? 
What combination of factors explains the chronic 
unemployment of black males since World War II 
and the faster expansion of white female employ
ment relative to that of black females? 

The "black underclass" and American society. The 
"black underclass" resembles the rural, Southern 
peasantry-white and black-of the late I 9th century 
and early 20th century. Research is needed to 
describe the characteristics of this population. How 
are they connected to the larger society? What 
proportion are able to break the vicious cycle of 
poverty? How do they do so? Is the "black 
underclass" only the most visible segment of a larger 
multiracial "underclass" in America? 

Racial segregation of residence in America. Residential 
segregation has persisted stubbornly in this country. 
Research should focus on the complex of attitudes 
and economic relationships through which this racial 
isolation is maintained. It is important to assess the 
difference that racial segregation makes in opportu
nities for schooling, interracial contact, employment, 
and quality of life issues. 

Black community institutions. Research is required to 
determine the organization and operation of indige
nous institutions in the black community. To what 
extent are these institutions engaged in "self-help" 
activities? How was the place of these institutions in 
black community life redefined because of desegre
gation? What has been the effect of the changing role 
of black community institutions on community 
cohesion? Are low-income, urban black communities 
in fact disorganized-that is, lacking in institutional 
organization? 

Microlevel issues 

Racial and economic attitudes in America. Racial 
attitudes in this society have changed considerably 
but, given the persistent economic deprivation of 
blacks, it is impossible to separate racial attitudes 
from economic attitudes. It becomes critical, there
fore, to examine attitudes in the United States 
concerning affirmative action, social welfare policies, 
and the distribution of wealth. What strategies, if 
any, are considered appropriate approaches to the 
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redress of historic patterns of discrimination? Is 
there a national consensus on what represents 
reasonable or tolerable levels of deprivation? To 
what extent are economically deprived people consid
ered to be responsible for their own status? 

Black self-concept, motivation, and cultural values. Life 
as a discriminated minority affects the self-concept, 
motivation, attitudes, and cultural values of black 
Americans. Yet for all of the theorizing about these 
issues, systematic studies of black self-esteem, achieve
ment, motivation, attitudes, and values are limited. 
More research along these lines is indicated if we are 
to clarify the human response to oppression and 
discrimination. 

Race and social policy in America 

Confronted with these research findings, the 
perceptive policy analyst questions their meaning for 
social policy. William Wilson has succinctly summa
rized the two major competing ideological perspec
tives from the area of race and social policy in 
American scholarship: 

Liberals have traditionally emphasized how the plight of 
disadvantaged groups can be related to the problems of the 
broader society, including problems of discrimination and 
social class subordination. . . . Conservatives, in contrast, have 
traditionally stressed the importance of different group values 
and competitive resources in accounting for the experiences of 
the disadvantaged.5 

He then goes on to relate these different ideological 
positions to predictable differences in the social 
policy recommendations advanced by the competing 
groups. 

The different schools of thought result in pro
foundly different proposals for the resolution of 
economic and social inequities by race in the society. 
Writing from the "conservative" position, Charles 
Murray recommends: 

The proposed program . .. consists of scrapping the entire 
federal welfare and income-support structure for working
aged persons, including AFDC, Medicaid, Food Stamps, 
Unemployment Insurance, Workman's Compensation, subsi
dized housing, disability insurance and the rest. It would leave 
the working-aged person with no recourse whatsoever except 
the job market, family members, friends and public or private 
locally funded services.6 

5 William Julius Wilson. "Cycles of Deprivation and the 
Underclass Debate." Social Service Review, 59:541-559, December 
1985. 

6 Charles Murray. UJsing Ground: American Social Policy: 
1950-1980. New York: Basic Books, 1984, pages 227-228. 
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Writing from the opposing "liberal" view, Robert Hill 
concludes: 

Our study has indicated that the popular generalization 
"government programs have not worked for most poor blacks" 
needs to be significantly modified. . . . Most government 
programs for the poor have only reached a fraction of those 
who needed them. But the record shows that those low-income 
blacks who were reached did benefit from most of them .... 
A major priority should be given to providing meaningful 
employment opportunities to female-headed families before 
they go on welfare or are in dire economic straits. Secondly, all 
government policies . . . should be periodically evaluated and 
modified to ensure that they are complementing and 
reinforcing family strengths. 7 

This dialogue leads us to acknowledge the conflict
ing interpretations, policy prescriptions, and posi
tions for which our findings potentially provide 
support. On the one hand, those who are so inclined 
might look into these findings and see evidence of 
black failing. As the argument goes, black Americans 
have not achieved economic parity despite constitu
tional guarantees banning discrimination and greater 
access to opportunities in education, the labor 
market, and housing because of countercultural
that is, "culture of poverty" -values, which are 
self-limiting. For reasons of laziness or pride, black 
men refuse to accept the jobs that are available, and 
black women are content to rely on AFDC to support 
themselves and their illegitimate children. The very 
fabric of the black community has come apart, and 
black life has become socially disorganized. This line 
of argument concludes by suggesting that until black 
Americans adopt the values of the majority regard
ing hard work, deferred gratification, frugality, and 
self-respect, they will continue to lag behind. Black 
Americans have the same chance as other immigrant 
groups to prosper; why must they rely on special 
government favors? To succeed, black Americans 
need only take advantage of the many opportunities 
which our great country offers. 

This argument effectively summarizes the conclu
sions that many endorse. A contrasting view points to 
the absence of empirical support for the notion that 
blacks are lacking in the core values of American 
culture. Further, this argument goes, the legacy of 
this restrictive system persists today under the guise 
of de facto residential segregation and racial discrim-

7 Robert B. Hill. "The Economic Status of Black Americans." 
In James D. Williams, editor, The State of Black America: 1981. 
Washington , D.C.: National Urban League, 1981. 
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ination in education and employment, with the result 
that black efforts at self-improvement and commu
nity development continue to be systematically 
undermined. The fact that black Americans were 
able to manage any progress whatsoever in the face 
of such awesome odds is testament to their determi
nation. It is likely that elements of the black 
American experience, culture, and character com
bine with racial discrimination and stratification to 
effectively account for persistent racial inequalities in 
American society. However, to suggest that black 
Americans bear major responsibility for their own 
plight is to ignore history and denies the reality of 
race discrimination. 

Charles S. Johnson, writing about the bloody racial 
riot in Chicago in 1919, observed: 

It is important for our white citizens always to remember that 
the Negroes alone of all our immigrants came to America 
against their will by the special compelling invitation of the 
whites; that the institution of slavery was introduced, ex
panded, and maintained in the United States by the white 
people and for their own benefit; and that they likewise 
created the conditions that followed emancipation. Our Negro 
problem, therefore, is not of the Negro's making. No group in 
our population is less responsible for its existence. But every 
group is responsible for its continuance.8 

History shows that when opportunities for black 
advancement became available, black people moved 
swiftly to take advantage, often at great personal risk 
and sacrifice. The historical record also reveals this 
society's discomfort with sustained black progress, 
particularly when this progress results in any 
diminution in the economic status of whites. Thus, 
the pattern has traditionally been one where "win
dows of opportunity" were promptly closed just as 
the gains began to produce significant reductions in 
black-white economic disparities. 

The challenge that confronts this country involves 
the task of arriving at conditions that allow blacks 
and whites to live equitably. Clearly we are closer to 
such equality now than we were 30 years ago, yet vast 
differences persist in the quality of life experienced 
by Americans due to racial and economic stratifica
tion. In a society dedicated to the norm of equality, 
significant deprivation in the midst of prosperity 
represents a constant potential for explosion, since a 
failed promise is like a time bomb ticking. 0 

8 Charles S. Johnson. The Negro in Chicago: A Study of Race 
Relations and a Race Riot. University of Chicago Press, 1922, page 
XXlll. 
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New MacArthur Foundation Fellows in 
International Peace and Security 

THE COUNCIL'S PROGRAM IN INTERNATIONAL PEACE 
AND SECURITY STUDIES, established with funds pro
vided by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation, seeks to focus scholarly attention upon 
the factors which influence nations' use of violence or 
its alternatives in confronting threats to their 
security. It seeks both to add to scholarship and to 

contribute, through innovative research, to the 
prospects for peace and the ~volutio~ ~f . an 
international system in which the nghts of md1v1du
als and nations can prosper. The Council's program 
began with the establishment of dissertation and 
postdoctoral fellowships for training and research 
and has since grown to include a series of research 
planning conferences. These activities seek to foster 
research that challenges established assumptions 
about international peace and security. 

The Committee on International Peace and Secu
rity Studies-Catherine M. Kelleher, University of 
Maryland, chair; McGeorge B_undy, Ne': Y~rk 
University; Richard A. Falk, Princeton Umvers1ty; 
John Lewis Gaddis, Ohio University; John Kenneth 
Galbraith, Harvard University; David Holloway, 
Stanford University; Richard R. Nelson, Columbia 
University; Uwe Nerlich, Science and Politics_ Fou_n
dation (Ebenhausen); Michel Oksenberg, Umversity 
of Michigan; Robert O'Neill, University of Oxford; 
Judith V. Reppy, Cornell University; Gene Sharp, 
The Albert Einstein Institution (Cambridge, Massa
chusetts); Jeremiah D. Sullivan, University of Illinois; 
and Herbert F. York, University of California, San 
Diego-voted at its meeting on May 18-19, 1987 to 
award a total of $630,000 to eight advanced graduate 
students and six postdoctoral researchers for training 
and research. Descriptions of the projects are given 
below. The committee was assisted by a screening 
committee-Barton J. Bernstein, Stanford Univer
sity; Stephen P. Cohen, University of Illinois; Karen 
Dawisha, University of Maryland; Michael W. Doyle, 
The Johns Hopkins University; Lynn Rachele Eden, 
Carnegie Mellon University; George A. Lopez, 
University of Notre Dame; William P. Snyder, Texas 
A&M University; Stephen W. Van Evera, Harvard 
University; and Raimo Vayrynen, University of 
Helsinki. Richard H. Moss, Richard C. Rockwell, 
Susan McLaughlin, and Marci Nottonson served as 
staff for this program. 

The next application deadline for the Council's 
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MacArthur Foundation Fellowships in International 
Peace and Security is October 1, 1988. For further 
information and application materials, contact the 
Program in International Peace and Security Studies 
at the Council. 

Dissertation awards 

CARY F. FRASER [Guyana], Ph.D. candidate in history, 
Graduate Institute of International Studies (Ge
neva). Mr. Fraser will study theories of social 
change. His research, on U.S. policy toward Third 
World nationalist movements, will focus on social 
reform movements in the anglophone Caribbean 
and will also examine the Cuban revolution's 
impact on the U.S. political system. 

YuFAN HAO [China], Ph.D. candidate in international 
relations, The Johns Hopkins University. Mr. Hao 
will study American bureaucratic politics and 
examine the various domestic political forces that 
influenced the normalization of U .S.-Chinese 
relations and the signing of the Taiwan Relations 
Act in the late 1970s. 

ELISA D. HARRIS [United States], Ph.D. candidate in 
international relations, University of Oxford. Ms. 
Harris will train in biochemistry and microbiology. 
Her research will examine several attempts to 

control chemical and biological weapons and will 
attempt to identify the technical and political 
preconditions essential to the achievement of 
multilateral agreements on the possession and use 
of such weapons. 

ILJA KuNES [Czech emigre], Ph.D. candidate in 
political science, Institute of Politi~al . Studi~s 
(Paris). Mr. Kunes will study strategic issues m 
East-West relations and the political and philo
sophical origins of the "Greens" movement in vyest 
Germany. His research will explore the relation
ship between political change and disarmament in 
Central Europe, comparing the "Greens" with 
dissent movements in Eastern Europe. 

DAVID M. RowE [United States], Ph.D. candidate in 
political science, Duke University . Mr. Rowe will 
train in economics, and his research will investigate 
the extent to which economic sanctions create 
domestic political pressures that cause sanctioned 
governments to change their policies. 
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CELESTE A. WALLANDER [United States], Ph.D. 
candidate in political science, Yale University. Ms. 
Wallander will study Soviet history, politics, and 
foreign policy. Her research will seek to identify 
the political goals and constraints that figure in 
Soviet decision-makers' decisions about where and 
when to use force. 

MoRro WATANABE [Japan], Ph.D. candidate in 
political science, University of Wisconsin. Mr. 
Watanabe will study literary theory; his research 
will examine the ways in which audiovisual media 
were used to reinforce public perceptions of 
threat, fear, and insecurity by means of a 
comparative study of Japanese and U.S. films 
produced during the World War II period. 

SHuGUANG ZHANG [China], Ph.D. candidate in his
tory, Ohio University. Mr. Zhang will study 
deterrence theory and U.S. scholarship on China; 
his research will analyze U.S. strategic doctrine and 
practice in the Asian Pacific region, focusing in 
particular on the role of Taiwan in U.S. strategy. 

Postdoctoral awards 

SCOTT ATRAN [United States], anthropologist, Scien
tific Council of the Ethnobiology Laboratory, 
French National Museum of Natural History. Mr. 
Atran will study Middle Eastern politics and 
international relations. He will conduct research 
on the socioeconomic roots of the various local 
political groups that play a central role in the 
conduct of war in the Middle East but whose 
behavior is hard to control, predict, or understand, 
with the goal of providing a conceptual framework 
for attempts to comprehend these groups and the 
implications of their local conflicts for regional and 
global security. 

ANDRES M. FONTANA [Argentina], political scientist, 
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Center for the Study of State and Society (Buenos 
Aires). Mr. Fontana will study international and 
civil-military relations. His research will assess the 
prospects for the survival of civilian government in 
Brazil and Argentina and the potential for military 
cooperation to enhance mutual security. 

D1ANA M. LIVERMAN [United Kingdom], geographer, 
University of Wisconsin. Ms. Liverman will study 
economic and political development and the 
Spanish language. Her research will address the 
peace and security implications of environmental 
trends in developing countries, with a focus on 
Mexico. 

THOMAS E. SCHEETZ [United States], economist, The 
World Bank. Mr. Scheetz will study defense 
economics and the institutional history of the 
military in Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, 
and Peru. He will conduct comparative research 
on defense spending in these nations, with the goal 
of developing models of the opportunity costs of 
defense expenditures in these nations. 

WILLIAM 0. WALKER [United States], historian, Ohio 
Wesleyan University. Mr. Walker will receive 
training in Southeast Asian studies and interna
tional relations. He will do comparative research 
on U.S. narcotics control policy in Southeast Asia 
and Latin America, drawing upon his previous 
work on Latin America, and will examine the 
extent to which narcotics control has been inte
grated into U.S. national security considerations. 

DAVID C. WRIGHT [United States], physicist, Univer
sity of Pennsylvania. Mr. Wright will study interna
tional relations, history, and military planning. His 
research will examine the role of scientific input in 
the nuclear arms debate, exploring development 
and deployment decisions which have assessed the 
validity of scientific and technical arguments. D 
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Grants Received by the Council in 1986-87 

Bank of Japan 
Project LINK (Committee on Economic 

Stability and Growth) $15,000 
Exxon Education Foundation 

General support of the Council $20,000 
Ford Foundation 

Awards and research planning by 
foreign area research committees $1 ,057 ,406t 

Program support (Committee for 
Public Policy Research on 
Contemporary Hispanic Issues) $269,000 

Program support (Committee on 
States and Social Structures) $100,000 

Third annual sUlilffier workshop on 
Soviet and East European 
economics (Joint Committee on 
Soviet Studies) $57,507 

Workshop on female health care and 
mortality in South Asia (Joint 
Committee on South Asia) $49,360 

Stipends for minority research 
assistants (Committee on Foreign 
Policy Studies) $40,150 

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
Predoctoral fellowships awarded by 

foreign area research committees $692,000t 
Japan Foundation 

Regional seminars (Joint Committee 
on Japanese Studies) $19,000 

Japan-United States Friendship 
Commission 

Advanced research grants (Joint 
Committee on Japanese Studies) $143,658 

Korea Research Foundation 
Survey of Korean studies in the 

United States (Joint Committee on 
Korean Studies) $20,000 

Henry Luce Foundation 
Program support, for three years 

(Joint Committee on Southeast Asia) $300,000 
Conference on Christianity in 

Southeast Asia (Joint Committee on 
Southeast Asia) $30,000 

* Does not include "in-kind" grants; that is, support of travel, 
hotel, conference, and similar expenses received by Council 
committees in the form of direct payments by other organiza
tions. 

t Represents this year's allocation of revenue from a multiple-
year grant. 
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A summary of grants received during 
the year ending June 30, 1987* 

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation 

Fellowships and program support 
(Committee on International Peace 
and Security Studies) 

Mansfield Center for Pacific Affairs 
Conference on industrializing elites in 

Southeast Asia (Joint Committee on 
Southeast Asia) 

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
Planning for a U .S.-Soviet program 

on book preservation (Joint 
Committees on Soviet Studies) 

National Endowment for the Humanities 
Grants awarded by foreign area 

research committees 
Indochina studies program (Joint 

Committee on Southeast Asia) 
National Science Foundation 

Program support and a conference on 
longitudinal analysis (Committee on 
the Survey of Income and Program 
Participation) 

Christopher Reynolds Foundation 
Support for specialists to attend 

conference on Vietnamese diacritics 
(Joint Committee on Southeast Asia) 

Rockefeller Foundation 
International Fellowship Program for 

the Development of Soviet Studies, 
for five years (Joint Committee on 
Soviet Studies) 

Spencer Foundation 
Program support, for three years 

(Committee on New York City) 
United Nations 

Project LINK (Committee on Economic 
Stability and Growth) 

U.S. Department of State 
Fellowships and grants, for three 

years (Joint Committee on Soviet 
Studies) 

Wenner-Gren Foundation for 
Anthropological Research 

$1 ,777,560t 

$10,000 

$9,000 

$960,000t 

$180,000t 

$119,000 

$6,000 

$874,453 

$60,000 

$70,000 

$780,000 

Conference on agricultural terminology 
(Joint Committee on South Asia) $5,000 

Total $7,664,194 

47 



Current Activities at the Council 
The preservation of books 

The Council is involved in two activities related to 
the preservation of books, pamphlets, drawings, and 
maps. (Millions of books and other printed materials 
in libraries throughout the United States and the 
world are in various stages of disintegration because 
of the acidic content of most paper produced since 
the mid-19th century.) 

The first of these activities is the Council's 
participation on the National Advisory Council on 
Preservation. David L. Sills, the Council's Executive 
Associate, serves as its representative on the National 
Council, which is advisory to the Commission on 
Preservation and Access, an agency established with 
the encouragement and support of the Council on 
Library Resources. 

Among its other activities, the Commission is 
assisting in the distribution of a quite wonderful 
documentary film-Slow Fires: On the Preservation of 
the Human Record. Readers interested in renting or 
purchasing this film, or in learning more about the 
Commission's program, should write to the Commis
sion, c/o Council on Library Resources, 1785 Massa
chusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. 
The film will be shown on most Public Broadcasting 
System television stations on Friday, December 11, at 
10 p.m. 

The second activity in which the Council is 
involved is a program sponsored by the joint 
committees on Eastern Europe and Soviet Studies. 
The preservation of published and unpublished 
bibliographical materials from the Soviet Union is a 
particularly vexing problem, especially as nearly all 
Soviet-period sources are printed on paper with a 
very high acidic content. Consequently, the knowl
edge generated by Soviet society during the past 70 
years is quite literally turning to dust. The problem is 
a global one as the process of disintegration is 
occurring in all libraries regardless of geographic 
location: every copy of a book published in Moscow 
in 1926 can be expected to self-destruct at approxi
mately the same time. Unless steps are taken to 
preserve at least one copy, the world scholarly 
community will find itself significantly poorer in just 
a few years. Therefore, the two joint committees and 
their Subcommittee on Bibliography, Information 
Retrieval, and Documentation, are working with 
various Slavic collections in this country to assist in 
preservation efforts. The committees and IREX are 
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exploring various possibilities for joint U .S.-Soviet 
preservation activities as well. 

The cognition and measurement of pain 

The recall of symptoms is an important ingredient 
in various health status surveys. Among all symp
toms, pain may be one of the most widely experi
enced. It may also be one of the most elusive to 
study. It has numerous dimensions including, for 
example, intensity, location, and quality (e.g., burn
ing, aching). It may be sensory, affective, or 
cognitive. It may be measured subjectively (e.g., by 
asking someone to report his or her experience of it); 
objectively (e.g., through a pressure algometer); or 
by its operant manifestations (e.g., observing the gait 
of patients or the manner in which a patient arises 
from a chair). Pain. is especially difficult to measure 
because an important part of it appears not to be 
associated with damaged tissue. 

On April 9-11, 1987, the Committee on Cognition 
and Survey Research sponsored a workshop on the 
cognition and measurement of pain in Reston, 
Virginia. The workshop brought together a variety 
of disciplinary perspectives so that each tradition 
could interrogate the other's understanding of and 
measurement of pain and so that efforts currently 
under consideration by the National Center for 
Health Statistics for a national survey of chronic pain 
might be enriched. The perspectives represented at 
the workshop ranged from clinically-based studies of 
populations undergoing acute pain (e.g., those 
undergoing chemotherapy) to national surveys of the 
incidence of pain (e.g., the Nuprin Pain Survey). An 
article based on this meeting, "Towards an Epidemi
ology of Chronic Pain," is currently under prepara
tion by Stephen E. Fienberg and Robert W. Pearson. 
The article seeks to draw on our knowledge of 
cognitive aspects of survey research and on an 
understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of 
different survey designs to inform current proposals 
for a national prospective survey of chronic pain. 

The participants at the workshop included: 

Stephen E. Fienberg 

Dallas Anderson 
Lawrence Bradley 

C. Richard Chapman 
Kathleen Danchik 

Carnegie Mellon University, 
chair 

National Institutes of Health 
Bowman Gray School of 

Medicine, Duke U niversity 
University of Washington 
National Center for Health 

Statistics 
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Robyn M. Dawes 
Vicki Dorf 

Thomas Drury 

Eric Eich 
Jared Jobe 

Harold Mersky 

Robert W. Pearson 
Marian Osterweis 
Dennis Turk 
Nancy Mathiowetz 

Judith M. Tanur 

Dewey Ziegler 

David Mingay 

Thomas F. Rudy 

Carnegie Mellon University 
U.S. Social Security 

Administration 
National Center for Health 

Statistics 
University of British Columbia 
National Center for Health 

Statistics 
London Psychiatric Hospital 

(London, Ontario) 
Social Science Research Council 
Institute of Medicine 
University of Pittsburgh 
National Center for Health 

Services Research 
State University of New York, 

Stony Brook 
University of Kansas Medical 

Center 
National Center for Health 

Statistics 
University of Pittsburgh 

Computers and contemporary society 

The Council has sought during the past year to 
facilitate the development of a social science under
standing of the social and psychological aspects of 
computing in contemporary Western society. Almost 
daily accounts of computers in the media hail or 
condemn this technology and its effects on human 
interaction and self perception; only recently has a 
relatively small number of social scientists sought 
empirically and systematically to inform these discus
sions. The Council's program has sought to assist the 
development of scholarship on computers by provid
ing a forum in which scholars may exchange and 
critique this recent and ongoing work. 

During the past year, the Council's program 
sought to nurture the development of the small 
community of those who seek to (1) use computers as 
a window through which to observe fundamental 
issues in the social sciences (e.g., learning motivation, 
the social context of communication) and (2) use 
concepts and theories in the social sciences to 
understand the role, function, and consequences of 
computers for individuals, organizations, and social 
and economic processes. The scholars the Council 
sought to bring together are those who join an 
interest in its practical consequences to an interest in 
the more fundamental social and behavioral theories 
and concepts that the study of computers helps 
illuminate. The program placed an emphasis on 
bringing together those who were conducting empir
ical research on these questions, as contrasted to a 
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much larger group of those who were planning 
research or were reviewing other's research. 

The program supported a conference on social 
science research in computing on June 21-26, 1987, 
at Nags Head Conference Center (Nags Head, North 
Carolina). Special attention was directed to the 
themes of learning and communication. 

The participants included: 

Sara Kiesler 

Paul Attewell 

Joel Cooper 
Brigitte Jordan 
Bibb Latane 
Charles Kadushin 

John L. King 
Rob Kling 
Mark R. Lepper 
Tom Malone 

Paula Newberg 

Roy Pea 
Robert W. Pearson 
James B. Rule 

Lee Sproull 
Lucy A. Suchman 

Carnegie Mellon University, 
chair 

State University of New York, 
Stony Brook 

Princeton University 
Michigan State University 
University of North Carolina 
The Graduate Center, City 

University of New York 
University of California, Irvine 
University of California, Irvine 
Stanford University 
Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology 
The John & Mary R. Markle 

Foundation 
New York University 
Social Science Research Council 
State University of New York, 

Stony Brook 
Carnegie Mellon University 
Xerox Palo Alto Research 

Center (Palo Alto, California) 

The role of the interviewer in 
survey measurement 

On June 7-9, 1987, the Committee on Cognition 
and Survey Research convened a workshop on the 
role of the interviewer in survey measurement. The 
goal of the workshop was to present in a single forum 
different perspectives on the effects of the inter
viewer, the clinician, and the speaker on the 
respondent's interpretation of questions, the formu
lation of answers, and the delivery of responses. 
Participants at this meeting represented two major 
approaches: (1) adherents of the standardization of 
interview "stimuli" as the preferred procedure for 
improving the quality of survey data and (2) the 
"interviews as discourse" tradition, which questions 
the suppression of conversational norms and rules in 
the interview (e.g., asking and receiving clarification 
of the meaning of a question, answering questions 
with one's own categories rather than those provided 
by the questioner). The workshop sought to identify 
research that could be profitably undertaken to unite 
these perspectives for the purpose of improving the 
quality of data on which a considerable body of 
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research rests. In the coming year, the committee 
hopes to assist participants at the workshop prepare 
research proposals to answer the questions that 
arose. 

The participants included: 

Robert M. Groves 
Robert Krauss 
Herbert H. Clark 
Elliott Mishler 
Paul Biemer 
Floyd Fowler 
Nancy Fultz 
Raymond Gibbs 

Sam Glucksberg 
Robert L. Kahn 
Jon A. Krosnick 
Elizabeth F. Loftus 
David Mingay 

Livia Polanyi 

Nora Schaeffer 
Lucy A. Suchman 

Judith M. Tanur 

University of Michigan, chair 
Columbia University 
Stanford University 
Harvard Medical School 
New Mexico State University 
University of Massachusetts 
University of Michigan 
University of California, Santa 

Cruz 
Princeton University 
University of Michigan 
Ohio State University 
University of Washington 
National Center for Health 

Statistics 
Bolt, Beranek, and Newman 

Labs (Cambridge, 
Massachusetts) 

University of Wisconsin 
Xerox Palo Alto Research 

Center (Palo Alto, California) 
State University of New York, 

Stony Brook 

Summer seminar on contemporary Soviet 
culture and society: literature and film 
in the 1980s 

The Joint Committee on Soviet Studies sponsored 
a second seminar on Soviet literature and society at 
Yale University on July 5-1 7, 198 7. The seminar was 
initiated by the Subcommittee on Soviet Literature 
and Popular Culture, chaired by Jeffrey Brooks, 
University of Minnesota. Katerina Clark, Yale Uni
versity, and Maurice Friedberg, University of Illinois, 
served as the seminar's codirectors. Primary funding 
was provided by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 

The seminar brought together 13 junior faculty 
and two doctoral candidates to participate in a series 
of intensive sessions devoted to recent developments 
in Soviet literature and film under the new Soviet 
policy of glasnost' (openness) . Each participant deliv
ered a paper based on one of the readings or films 
on a common reading list. Among the major areas 
discussed were nationalism and patriotism, reevaluat
ing the past, social ethics and social malaise, 
technological progress, and the individual and the 
collective. 

Ms. Clark and Mr. Friedberg were joined on the 
faculty by Nancy Condee, Wheaton College (Norton, 
Massachusetts); Vera Dunham, Columbia University; 
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and Vladimir Padunov, Institute for Current World 
Affairs (Hanover, New Hampshire). Lev lvanov
Anninsky, a well known Soviet critic and editor of the 
literary journal, Druzhba narodov, joined the seminar 
as guest faculty. Frantisek Galan, Georgia Institute of 
Technology, served as guest lecturer. 

The participants in the seminar were: 

Carol Avins 
Adele Barker 
Yitzhak Brudny 
Maria Carlson 
Emil Draitser 

Betty Forman 
Vida Johnson 
Natasha Kolchevska 
Ilya Levin 

Sigrid McLaughlin 

Ronald Meyer 

Joseph Mozur 
Nadya Peterson 
Carol Ueland 
Tomas Venclova 

Northwestern University 
University of Arizona 
Princeton University 
University of Kansas 
Hunter College, City University 

of New York 
Harvard University 
Tufts University 
University of New Mexico 
Voice of America (Washington, 

D.C.) 
University of California, Santa 

Cruz 
Ardis Press (Ann Arbor, 

Michigan) 
University of South Alabama 
Goucher College 
Columbia University 
Yale University 

Kristin Antelman served as staff. 

Summer workshop on Soviet and East 
European economics 

The Joint Committee on Soviet Studies sponsored 
its Third Annual Summer Workshop on Soviet and 
East European Economics in Washington, D.C. on 
July 12-23, 1987. The program was conducted in 
cooperation with the Russian Area Studies Program 
of Georgetown University. Primary funding was 
provided by the Ford Foundation. 

The workshop brought together 21 doctoral 
candidates and junior faculty members to participate 
in a series of intensive seminars intended to foster 
and sustain high quality research on the economies 
of the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. A great 
deal of attention was paid during the workshop to 
the nexus of politics and economics. Presentations 
focused upon such issues as the politics of economic 
reform in China, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and the 
Soviet Union; banking reform; price reform; the 
internal organization of the industrial enterprise; the 
innovation decision; investment strategies; and worker 
participation in management. Regional investment 
patterns, resource allocation in comparative perspec
tive, foreign trade and international economic 
relations, and multiobjective programming practices 
were also discussed. 
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A number of guest lecturers addressed the group. 
Joseph Berliner, Harvard University; John Hardt, 
Library of Congress; Peter Hauslohner, Yale Univer
sity; Richard Kauzlarich, Office of Policy Planning of 
the U.S. Department of State; and Andrew Marshall, 
Office of the U. S. Secretary of Defense, discussed 
their research and perspectives with workshop 
participants. In addition, Oleg Bykov, Institute of the 
World Economy and International Relations (Mos
cow); Nikolai Petrakov, Central Economic-Mathemat
ical Institute (Moscow); and Rair Simonian, Institute 
of the World Economy and International Relations 
(Moscow), shared their views on the continuing 
economic reform process in the Soviet Union. The 
participation of Professors Bykov, Petrakov, and 
Simionian was sponsored by the International Re
search & Exchanges Board (IREX). 

Herbert S. Levine, University of Pennsylvania, 
directed the workshop. He was joined on the faculty 
by Josef Brada, University of Arizona; Richard 
Ericson, Columbia University; Murray Feshbach, 
Georgetown University; and Ed A. Hewett, The 
Brookings Institution (Washington, D.C.). 

The participants at the workshop were: 

Michael Alexeev 
David Bartlett 

Judy Batt 
Daniel Berkowitz 
Cynthia Buckley 
Stuart Brown 
Deborah Kaple 
Heidi Kroll 
Elliot Lieberman 
Ronald Liebowitz 
Judith McKinney 

Mieke Meurs 
Janet Mitchell 

Michael Murphy 
Mark Reiman 
Libor Roucek 
Randi Ryterman-Taccardi 
Mark Schaffer 
Michael Spagat 
Robert Whitesell 
Leyla Woods 

George Mason University 
University of California, San 

Diego 
University of Leicester 
Columbia University 
University of Michigan 
Georgetown University 
Princeton University 
University of Texas 
The Johns Hopkins University 
Middlebury College 
Hobart and William Smith 

Colleges 
University of Massachusetts 
University of Southern 

California 
Northwestern University 
University of Washington 
University of Sydney 
University of Maryland 
London School of Economics 
Harvard University 
Williams College 
U.S. Department of Commerce 

Jeanine Braithwaite, Duke University; Carolyn 
Duff, Economic Research Service, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture; Bozena Leven, The Ford Founda
tion; Xiao Lian, Institute of Soviet and East 
European Studies, Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences; Kimberly Cox Neuhauser, Center for 
Strategic and International Studies (Washington, 
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D.C.); and Zhang Yu Yan, Institute of World 
Economics and Politics, Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, observed the workshop proceedings. Blair 
A. Ruble and Regina Smyth served as staff. 

Visit by Chinese scholars of South Asia 

On April 13, 1987 the Council was visited by a 
seven-member delegation of specialists on South 
Asian studies from the People's Republic of China. 
Led by Sun Peijun, professor and director, Institute 
of South Asian Studies, Chinese Academy of the 
Social Sciences, the delegation met with Toby Alice 
Volkman, staff associate of the Joint Committee on 
South Asia, to discuss the Council's role in South 
Asian studies, the substance and organization of 
South Asian studies in China, and areas of shared 
concern. Part of a long-term Ford Foundation effort 
designed to aid in developing expertise and in 
building area studies programs in China, the 
delegation also attended the annual conference of 
the Association for Asian Studies in Boston and 
visited universities, farms, foundations, and govern
ment agencies. 

The delegation included: 

Sun Peijun (delegation leader), professor and director, Institute 
of South Asian Studies, Chinese Academy of the Social 
Sciences (Beijing) 

Huang Xingchuan, professor and research fellow, Institute of 
South Asian Studies, Chinese Academy of the Social Sciences 

Yang Ruilin, professor and research fellow, Institute of South 
Asian Studies, Chinese Academy of the Social Sciences 

Liang Jiejun, associate research fellow, Institute of Contempo
rary International Relations (Beijing) 

Zhao Suisheng, assistant professor and research fellow, Institute 
of South Asian Studies, Beijing University; visiting scholar, 
University of California, San Diego 

Zhu Changli, associate research fellow, Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies, Yunnan Academy of the Social Sciences 

Fang Qian, program officer, Institute of South Asian Studies, 
Chinese Academy of the Social Sciences; visiting scholar, 
Stanford University (secretary and interpreter) 

Sidney Greenblatt, National Committee on U.S.-China Relations 
(escort) 

Research workshop on international peace and 
security studies 

The Council's Program in International Peace and 
Security Studies held a research workshop to 
encourage critical thinking about peace and security 
and to stimulate the re-examinaion of accepted 
assumptions through research undertaken from a 
variety of disciplinary perspectives. The workshop 
was held at the Center for Advanced Study in the 

51 



Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, California, from July 
26 to August 7, 1987, supported with funds from the 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. It 
was organized by Richard H. Moss and Richard C. 
Rockwell, staff of the Council's Program in Interna
tional Peace and Security, and is part of a larger 
program at the Council which seeks to place peace 
and security issues on the mainstream research 
agenda of the entire social scientific community. 

The workshop provided an opportunity for a 
diverse group of established researchers from the 
social and behavioral sciences to begin to address 
issues related to international peace and security. 
Participants were encouraged to explore the applica
tion of research approaches which have been found 
useful in working on other issues. Towards this aim, 
the workshop was designed to give participants a 
sense of the character and complexity of interna
tional security issues and to provide them with 
resources for self-directed study. Participants were 
encouraged to develop proposals and ideas for 
further research, not to produce finished research 
projects or reports. In advance of the workshop, 
participants were asked to read a diverse set of 
books, articles, and other materials intended to 
familiarize them with a range of security topics and 
with the ways that current research addresses these 
issues. 

The workshop began with brief statements by the 
participants regarding the specific topics on which 
they hoped to work during the workshop. An 
expanded discussion of several of these topics 
followed, largely built around linkages that the 
participants had discovered among several of the 
research projects they were contemplating. One such 
discussion focused on defense spending, particularly 
on the processes which lead to allocations of funds 
among and within the branches of the U.S. military 
as well as the broader question of how the overall 
level of defense spending is determined in the 
United States. This led to an extended discussion of 
how one would assess whether such expenditures 
increase security, and whether it is the security of the 
state, of civil society, or of individuals that is being 
increased by particular expenditures. The question 
was then raised as to whether the placement of 
United States troops and/or weapons in other 
countries both increases the security of these coun-
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~ries and decreases the security of potential adversar
ies. 

The wide variety of research topics taken up 
during the second week included: 

• the impact of changes in governance in Third 
World countries on international security 

• the influence of domestic political, economic, 
and social factors on the level and mix of military 
expenditures within a society 

• a formal analysis of the rules of evidence and of 
methodological practices in security studies 

• the possibility of developing a security account
ing index or system 

• the relationships between domestic politics and 
perceptions of threat to national security 

• several theoretical and practical issues related to 
the verification of arms control agreements 

• the security implications of interactions between 
natural (environmental) and social phenome~ 

• the effect of the structure and genderedness of 
the language of security studies on the range of 
issues addressed in this field 

• the impact of private and often secret knowledge 
held within a narrow circle of experts in security 
studies on the outcome of public debates about 
security policy. 

The participants included: 

Benjamin Bennett, German literature, University of Virginia 
Richard A. Berk, sociology, University of California, Los Angeles 
Margaret M. Bray, economics, University of Cambridge 
Lewis F. Carter, sociology, Washington State University 
Carol E. Cohn, discourse analysis, Center for Psychological 
Studies in the Nuclear Age 
Kathy E. Ferguson, political science, University of Hawaii 
Richard E. Feinberg, economics, Overseas Development Council 
Michael H. Freedman, mathematics, University of California, 
San Diego 
Jack A. Goldstone, sociology, Northwestern University 
Eric S. Maskin, economics, Harvard University 
Hassan Minor, Jr., organizational studies, The Partnership, Inc. 
Charles E. Nathanson, sociology, University of California, San 
Diego 
Roger G. Noll, economics, Stanford University 
Nancy M. O'Fallon, physics, University of Chicago 
Walter W. Powell, sociology, Yale University 
Sally K. Ride, physics, National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration 
Donald B. Rubin, statistics, Harvard University 
David C. Unger, history, New York Times 
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Council Personnel 
Pendleton Herring receives highest award of 
the American Political Science Association 

At the annual meeting of the American Political 
Science Association, on September 3, 1987, in 
Chicago, Pendleton Herring-president of the Coun
cil from 1948 through 1968-received the James 
Madison Award. This is the highest award of the 
Association, given every three years to an American 
political scientist who has ~ade ~ distinguis_hed 
scholarly contribution to political science. Previous 
winners of the award were Robert A. Dahl (1978), 
Gabriel Almond (1981), and Herbert A. Simon 
(1984). The citation described Mr. Herring as not 
only a political scientist, an administrator, and a 
research entrepreneur, but as a poet as well. 
"Distinguished Americans of the eighteenth ce~
tury," it was noted, "including the ?ne _fo~ ~horn this 
prize is named, would be at home m his s1ttmg room 
in Princeton and in the adjacent garden." 

The next day, Mr. Herring delivered the Madison 
Lecture, which he entitled "The Ultimate Asset." It 
will be published in the fall 1987 issue of PS, the 
professional journal of the American Political Science 
Association. 

Prior to joining the Council as president in 1948, 
Mr. Herring had been an executive associate at the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York and had served 
as director of the United Nations Atomic Energy 
Commission Group. Prior to that, he had taught in 
the Department of Government at Harvard Univer
sity from 1928 to 1946, and had served as the 
secretary of the School of Public Administration 
during its first nine years. He had also been a 
director of the Council since 1946 and a member of 
its Committee on Problems and Policy (P&P) since 
1942. In fact, he contributed an article to the first 
issue of Items (March 194 7), "The Social Sciences in 
Modern Society." In 1979, Mr. Herring received the 
Charles E. Merriam Award of the American Political 
Science Association. 

New directors and officers 

The Council's board of directors, at its meeting on 
June 9, 1987, elected five new directors to replace 
directors whose terms had expired. Elected for three
year terms as member-directors were Emily Ma~tin, 
The Johns Hopkins University, from the Am~ncan 
Anthropological Association, and Burton H. Smger, 
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Yale University, from the American Statistical Asso
ciation. Newly-elected to three-year terms as directors
at-large were Claude Ake, University of Port Har
court, Alan S. Blinder, Princeton University, and Ralf 
Dahrendorf, St. Antony's College (Oxford). 

The following officers were re-elected for 1987-88: 
Hugh T. Patrick, Columbia University, chair of the 
board of directors; Richard A. Berk, University of 
California, Los Angeles, vice-chair; Suzanne D. 
Berger, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, sec
retary; Howard Gardner, Harvard University, trea
surer; and Ronald J. Peleck, Social Science Research 
Council, assistant treasurer. Gardner Lindzey, Cen
ter for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences 
(Stanford, California), was elected chair of the 
Executive Committee and Susanne Haeber Rudolph, 
University of Chicago, was elected chair of the 
Committee on Problems and Policy. 

Staff appointment 
Rachel Ovryn Rivera joined the Council as a staff 

associate on August 24, 1987; her primary responsi
bility will be to serve as staff for the Committee for 
Public Policy Research on Contemporary Hispanic 
Issues. 

Ms. Ovryn Rivera received a B.A. in psychology 
from York College, City University of New York, in 
1979. She received a Ph.D. in sociology from the 
Graduate Center, City University of New York, in 
1986; the title of her dissertation was "A Question of 
Conscience: The Emergence and Development of 
the Sanctuary Movement in the United States." 

She has taught at both Queens College and City 
College, City University of New York, and has served 
as a lecturer in the Department of Psychiatry, Down
state Medical School. She has received a National In
stitute of Mental Health predoctoral fellowship , a 
Woodrow Wilson Charlotte Newcombe Fellowship, a 
Danforth- Compton Fellowship from the Institute for 
the Study of World Politics, and a grant from the 
Ferry Foundation for dissertation research in Central 
America, Mexico, and the United States. In 1986 she 
was a Visiting Scholar in the Chicano Studies Pro
gram, University of California, Berkeley. 

The Committee for Public Policy Research on 
Contemporary Hispanic Issues is cosponsored with 
the Inter-University Program for Latino Research 
(IUP); Harriett Romo, University of Texas, serves as 
staff from the IUP. The program is funded by a 
grant from the Ford Foundation. 
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The Nationalization of the Social Sciences, edited by 
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Represi6n, exilio, y democracia: La cultura uruguaya 
[Repression, Exile, and Democracy: T he Culture 
of Uruguay], edited by Saul Sosnowski (page 63) 

Social Legislation in the Contemporary Middle East, edited 
by Laurence 0. Michalak and Jeswald W. Selacuse 
(page 63) 

State, Oil, and Agriculture in Nigeria, edited by Michael 
J. Watts (page 64) 

Southeast Asia in the 9th to 14th Centuries, edited by 
David G. Marr and A. C. Milner ( page 65) 

The State, Religion, and Ethnic Politics: Afghanistan, 
Iran, and Pakistan, edited by Ali Banuazizi and 
Myron Weiner (page 65) 

The African Bourgeoisie: Capitalist Development 
in Nigeria, Kenya, and the Ivory Coast, edited by 
Paul M. Lubeck. Papers from a 1980 conference in 
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Dakar, Senegal, sponsored by the Joint Committee 
on African Studies, the Council for Economic and 
Social Research in Africa, and the Environment and 
National Development in Africa Program. Boulder, 
Colorado: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1987. Cloth, 
$30.00. 

Since the onset of the transition to national 
independence in Africa after World War II, both 
theorists and policy makers have debated the 
capacity and potential of indigenous African classes 
for extending and deepening capitalist economic 
development. For most social scientists, the critical 
debate has focused on the degree of autonomy 
possible for indigenous accumulators under the 
external structural constraints imposed by the capi
talist world economy and the state system. In or~er 
to advance the debate over whether the determining 
factors affecting the nature of capitalist development 
in African states are primarily internal or external, 
this volume assesses the role of indigenous accumu
lating classes and the state in the transition to 
capitalism in three of Black Africa's most developed 
states: Nigeria, Kenya, and the Ivory Coast. 

The book argues that although each of these three 
states possesses a distinct history, each represents a 
more generalized process of capitalist development. 
Nigeria, for example, reflects the experience of 
resource-rich, agriculturally diverse and highly pop
ulated states that aspire to exercise regional hege
mony. Kenya is a smaller, agricultural exporting state 
that has evolved from white-settler agriculture to 
African control of the rich and productive agricul
tural sector. The Ivory Coast, the final case, typifies 
francophone states that have maintained close 
economic ties with France and remained within the 
franc monetary zone. 

The argument for focusing analysis on the 
indigenous bourgeoisie rests in part upon the role 
that the capitalist classes play in the social division of 
labor and in the process of capitalist accumulation. In 
addition, they play a crucial role either within the 
state apparatus or in formulating state policy. Finally, 
at a theoretical level, it is important to understand 
the way in which the capitalist classes contribute to 
explanations for either dynamic and accumulating or 
stagnating and dependent forms of African capital
ism. 

In the first essay, Paul Lubeck focuses on the 
issues, theory, and method for analyzing the role of 
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the African bourgeoisie. In the second, Gavin 
Kitching examines the major theoretical positions in 
this debate. The remaining papers are arranged 
thematically. Watts, Groff, and Swainson focus on 
aspects of the historical development of capitalist 
classes in Nigeria, the Ivory Coast, and Kenya, 
respectively. Oculi and Nyong'o consider the agrar
ian origins of African capitalist classes, and Bierst
eker and Campbell examine the role of the state, in 
Nigeria and the Ivory Coast, respectively. In the final 
section, Forrest, Langdon, and Lubeck consider the 
transition to industrial capitalism in Nigeria, Kenya, 
and in Africa more generally. 

The contributors and their papers are: 

Thomas J. Biersteker, University of Southern California, 
"Indigenization and the Nigerian Bourgeoisie: Dependent 
Development in an African Context" 

Bonnie Campbell, University of Quebec, "The State and 
Capitalist Development in the Ivory Coast" 

Tom Forrest, University of Oxford, "State Capital, Capitalist 
Development, and Class Formation in Nigeria" 

David H. Groff, Reed College, "When the Knees Began Wearing 
the Hat: Commercial Agriculture and Social Transformadon 
in Assikasso, the Ivory Coast, 1880-1940" 

Gavin Kitching, Polytechnic of North London, "The Role of a 
National Bourgeoisie in the Current Phase of Capitalist 
Development: Some Reflections" 

Steven Langdon, International Development Research Center 
(Ottawa), "Industry and Capitalism in Kenya: Contributions to 
a Debate" 

Paul M. Lubeck, University of California, Santa Cruz, "The 
African Bourgeoisie: Debates, Methods, and Units of Analy
sis"; "The Future of the African Bourgeoisie" 

Peter Anyang' Nyong'o, Economic Commission for Africa, "The 
Development of Agrarian Capitalist Classes in the Ivory Coast, 
1945-1975" 

Okello Oculi, Ahmadu Bello University, "Green Capitalism in 
Nigeria" 

Nicola Swainson, University of Sussex, "Indigenous Capitalism in 
Postcolonial Kenya" 

Michael J. Watts, University of California, Berkeley, "Peasantry, 
Merchant Capital, and the Colonial State: Class in Northern 
Nigeria, 1900-1945" 

African Population and Capitalism: Historical 
Perspectives, edited by Dennis D. Cordell and Joel 
W. Gregory. Papers from a May 1985 conference in 
Montreal sponsored by the Joint Committee on 
African Studies. Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 
1987. Cloth, $38.50. 

The essays contained in this collection add histori
cal depth to understandings of demographics and 
demographic change in Africa, addressing popula
tion issues from the period of the Atlantic slave trade 
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through the 1970s. This book is the result of a 
three-year multidisciplinary international effort spon
sored by the Joint Committee on African Studies. 
Although the authors come from different schools of 
thought, as well as from eight different disciplines, 
their essays share a dynamic approach to demo
graphic change, and all of the authors anchor their 
analyses in the material base of social and economic 
transformation. Demographic phenomena-fertility, 
mortality, and migration-are studied as both inde
pendent and dependent variables. 

Two broad conclusions emerge from the 1 7 
chapters that make up the book. First, contact with 
Europeans dramatically restructured the logic and 
the dynamics of African demography; in this context, 
some Africans resisted, others collaborated, and all 
invented new responses to the labor demands of 
slavery and colonialism. Second, the demographic 
implications and responses differed markedly in 
different populations and in different time periods, 
resulting in the wide range of fertility, marriage, 
mortality, and migration patterns characteristic of 
Africa today. 

An introductory chapter written by the editors 
along with Victor Piche of the University of Montreal 
describes the theoretical framework. The remainder 
of the book is divided into five parts. The first 
focuses on the demographic characteristics and 
effects of slavery, with one chapter providing an 
overview and comparison of the local and regional 
impacts of slave exports. Two other chapters are case 
studies of the Western Sudan in the late 19th century 
and of Kasar Kano (Northern Nigeria) to the British 
colonial conquest. 

The contributors and their papers are: 
Charles Becker, National Center for Scientific Research (Paris), 

Mamadou Diouf, University of Dakar, and Mohamed Mbodj, 
University of Dakar, "L'evolution demographique regionale 
du Senegal et du bassin arachidier (Sine-Saloum) au vingtieme 
siecle, 1904-1976" 

Dennis D. Cordell, Southern Methodist University, "Extracting 
People from Precapitalist Production: French Equatorial 
Africa from the 1890s to 1930s" 

Marc H. Dawson, Union College, "Health, Nutrition, and 
Population in Central Kenya, 1890-1945" 

Myron Echenberg, McGill University," 'Faire du negre': Military 
Aspects of Population Planning in French West Africa, 
1920-1940" 

Raymond Gervais, University of Paris VII , "Creating Hunger: 
Labor and Agricultural Policies in Southern Mosi, 1919-1940" 

Joel W. Gregory, University of Montreal, and Elias Mandala, 
University of Rochester, "Dimensions of Conflict: Emigrant 
Labor from Colonial Malawi and Zambia, 1900-1945" 

Linda Heywood, Howard University, and John K. Thornton, 
University of Virginia, "Demography, Production, and Labor: 
Central Angola, 1890-1950" 
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Bogumil Jewsiewicki, Laval University, "Toward a Historical 
Sociology of Population in Zaire: Proposals for the Analysis of 
the Demographic Regime" 

Martin A. Klein, University of Toronto, "The Demography of 
Slavery in Western Soudan: The Late Nineteenth Century'' 

Abdullahi Mahadi and J. E. Inikori, Ahmadu Bello University, 
"Population and Capitalist Development in Precolonial West 
Africa: Kasar Kano in the Nineteenth Century" 

Patrick Manning, Northeastern University, "Local Versus Re
gional Impact of Slave Exports on Africa" 

Lututala Mumpasi, University of Kinshasa, "Les origines des 
migrations modernes dan J'ouest du Zaire" 

Jay O'Brien, Lawrence University, "Differential High Fertility 
and Demographic Transitions: Peripheral Capitalism in 
Sudan" 

Thomas M. Painter, Social Science Research Council, "Making 
Migrants: Zarma Peasants in Niger, 1900-1920" 

Michael P. Proctor, University of the Witwatersrand, "Capital, 
State, and the African Population of Johannesburg, 1921- 1980" 

Meredith Turshen, Rutgers University, "Population Growth and 
the Deterioration of Health: Mainland Tanzania, 1920-1960" 

Another Harmony: New Essays on the Folklore of 
India, edited by Stuart H. Blackburn and A. K. 
Ramanujan. Papers from a 1980 conference spon
sored by the Joint Committee on South Asia. 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1986. xii + 
387 pages. Cloth, $42.50. 

In scholarship and popular thought, India has 
usually been identified with its classical traditions and 
culture. But, as the editors of this volume point out, 
"there is another harmony, sometimes in counter
point and sometimes autonomous, found in India's 
folk traditions." It is this other harmony that is 
explored in the essays in this book, which analyze a 
variety of genres (myths, songs, epics, games, tales, 
legends) in several languages (Telugu, Hindi, Tulu, 
Tamil, and Kannada). Although each stands by itself, 
collectively the essays approach Indian folklore from 
two perspectives: its position within a complex 
civilization, and its internal patterning in relation to 
the immediate social and performance contexts. The 
relations between orality and literacy, text and 
performance, and narrative form and ideology are 
analyzed in a multiplicity of folk traditions. 

The papers were presented at a conference held in 
Berkeley, California, in 1980, sponsored by the Joint 
Committee on South Asia and supported by grants 
from the National Endowment for the Humanities 
and the Center for South and Southeast Asian 
Studies at the University of California, Berkeley. Six 
months later, revised papers were discussed at a 
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conference in Mysore, India, arranged by the 
Central Institute of Indian Languages. The papers in 
this volume are the outcome of those two confer
ences and panels held at meetings of the American 
Folklore Society and the Association for Asian 
Studies. 

In addition to the editors' introduction and a select 
bibliography of Indian folklore, the papers in the 
volume include: 

A. K. Ramanujan, University of Chicago, "Two Realms of 
Kannada Folklore" 

Brenda E. F. Beck, University of British Columbia, "Social Dyads 
in Indic Folktales" 

David D. Shulman, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, "Battle 
as Metaphor in Tamil Folk and Classical Traditions" 

Velcheru Narayana Rao, University of Wisconsin, "Epics and 
Ideologies: Six Telugu Folk Epics" 

Stuart H . Blackburn, San Francisco University High School, 
"Performance Markers in an Indian Story-Type" 

Susan S. Wadley, Syracuse University, "The Katha of Sakat: Two 
Tellings" 

George L. Hart, University of California, Berkeley, "The 
Manikkuravan Story: From Ritual to Entertainment" 

Peter J. Claus, California State University, Hayward, "Playing 
Cenne: The Meanings of a Folk Game" 

Margaret T. Egnor, Hobart and William Smith Colleges, 
"Internal Iconicity in Paraiyar 'Crying Songs' " 

Changing Boundaries of the Political: Essays on the 
Evolving Balance Between the State and Society, 
Public and Private in Europe, edited by Charles S. 
Maier. Publication sponsored by the Joint Committee 
on Western Europe. New York: Cambridge Univer
sity Press, 1987. ix + 417 pages. Cloth, $49.50; 
paper, $14.95. 

Among the most striking transformations that 
Western nations have undergone in the last two 
decades has been the redefinition of what is political. 
Whether in the realm of family and welfare policies, 
budgetary commitments and economic intervention, 
or international relations, the political agenda has 
shifted drastically, incorporating issues once thought 
private, and restricting intervention into spheres 
once deemed public. In this volume, a group of 
European and American economists, historians, 
political scientists, and sociologists probe the ways in 
which the boundaries of the political have changed 
since the 1960s in the countries of Western Europe. 
Setting the contemporary situation against its longer
term historical background, the contributors exam
ine the early establishment of the political sphere, the 
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relationship between religious impulses and political 
militance, and changing concepts of public and 
private time under liberal and postliberal regimes. 
They also treat the shifting balance between tradi
tional political parties and new social movements; 
examine changing priorities for family policy, public 
health, and the progress of research; assess to what 
degree the modern nation-state has given up or 
reclaimed its sovereign power in the international 
arena; and discuss the extent to which fiscal choices 
lead to the expansion or contraction of state activity. 
The volume as a whole attempts to go beyond the 
usual disciplinary approaches, in order to ask 
innovative questions about historical and contempo
rary developments in Western politics during the last 
generation. 

The contributors to the volume are: 

Laura Balbo 

Suzanne D. Berger 

Gerald D. Feldman 

John H. Goldthorpe 
Ellen Immergut 

Miles Kahler 

Charles S. Maier 
Claus Offe 
Massimo Paci 
Jan Pen 
Alessandro Pizzorno 

Paul Starr 

University of Milan and 
Member of the Chamber of 
Deputies of the Italian 
Parliament 

Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology 

University of California, 
Berkeley 

Nuffield College (Oxford) 
Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology 
University of California, San 

Diego 
Harvard University 
University of Bielefeld 
University of Ancona 
University of Groningen 
Harvard University and the 

European University Institute 
(Florence) 

Princeton University 

Child Abuse and Neglect: Biosocial Dimensions, 
edited by Richard J. Gelles and Jane B. Lancaster . 
Based upon a 1984 conference sponsored by the 
Committee on Biosocial Perspectives on Parent 
Behavior and Offspring Development. Hawthorne, 
New York: Aldine de Gruyter, 1987. Cloth, $42.95; 
paper, $21.95. 

This volume is the third in a series sponsored by 
the Council's Committee on Biosocial Perspectives on 
Parent Behavior and Offspring Development. The 
committee, formed in 1980, is a multidisciplinary 
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group (including biological, behavioral, and social 
scientists). The committee seeks to promote an 
exchange of concepts, methods, and data across 
disciplines on a variety of substantive issues on which 
the group shares intellectual and policy concerns. 
The goals of the committee's program are: to 
develop conceptualizations of social phenomena 
relying on biosocial science, to explore the interface 
between biological and social phenomena, and to 
advance our understanding of human social behav
ior. The first volume of the series, School-Age 
Pregnancy and Parenthood: Biosocial Dimensions, edited 
by J. Lancaster and B. Hamburg (Aldine, 1986) 
focuses on a particular segment of the life span and 
the challenges, problems, and opportunities inherent 
in parenthood during such an early phase of the 
reproductive years. The second volume, Parenting 
Across the Life Span: Biosocial Dimensions, edited by J. 
Lancaster, J. Altmann, A. S. Rossi, and L. R. Sherrod 
(Aldine, 1987) sweeps across the life span, examining 
parenthood as a commitment involving the entire life 
course. Of particular concern is the impact of 
modern changes on the timing, distribution, and 
intensity of the commitment to parenthood for both 
parent and child behavior and experience. The 
current volume draws on a biosocial perspective to 
examine what has become a major concern of 
modern society, both for scientific inquiry and social 
policy formulation: child maltreatment. 

The contributors to the volume are: 

J. Lawrence Aber 
Karen G. Braunwald 
Larry D. Byrd 
Vicki Carlson 
John P. Capitano 

Dante Cicchetti 

Martin Daly 
Byron Egeland 
James Garbarino 
Richard J. Gelles 
Sarah Blaffer Hrdy 
Deborah Jacobvitz 
Sheila Ryan Johansson 

Jill E. Corbin 

Jane B. Lancaster 
Carolyn Moore Newberger 

Kathleen Papatola 
Martin Reite 

Euclid 0. Smith 
Margo Wilson 

Barnard College 
Harvard University 
Emory University 
Harvard University 
University of Massachusetts, 

Boston 
Mt. Hope Family Center 

(Rochester, New York) 
McMaster University 
University of Minnesota 
Erikson Institute (Chicago) 
University of Rhode Island 
University of California, Davis 
University of Minnesota 
University of California, 

Berkeley 
Case Western Reserve 

University 
University of New Mexico 
Judge Baker Guidance Center 

(Boston) 
University of Minnesota 
University of Colorado School 

of Medicine 
Emory University 
McMaster University 
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The Color Line and the Quality of Life in America, 
by Reynolds Farley and Walter R. Allen. A publica
tion in the series "The Population of the United 
States in the 1980s" sponsored by the Council's 
Committee for Research on the 1980 Census. New 
York: Russell Sage Foundation, 1987. xxiv + 493 
pages. Cloth, $37.50. 

This is the third in a series of volumes aimed at 
converting the vast statistical yield of the 1980 census 
into authoritative analyses of major changes and 
trends in American life. The series was planned, 
commissioned, and monitored by the Committee for 
Research on the 1980 Census, chaired by Charles F. 
Westoff, Princeton University. 1 The committee is 
cosponsored with the Russell Sage Foundation and 
the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, with the collabora
tion of the U.S. Bureau of the Census. 

Twenty years ago, racial conflict in Watts ignited a 
national conflagration-over 50 cities burned in what 
might have been the opening sallies of a prolonged, 
violent struggle between blacks and whites. Despite 
the Miami riots of 1980, that dismaying scenario did 
not materialize. But the undeniable reality of an 
aggrieved black minority presents a palpable, persis
tent contradiction to the ideal of an egalitarian 
society. 

Is the United States indetd a nation divided by the 
"color line," as W. E. B. Dubois stated? Specifically, 
what can the latest census data tell us about the 
impact of race on the lives of Americans today? 
Clearly and meticulously, Reynolds Farley and 
Walter Allen compare demographic, social, and 
economic characteristics of blacks and whites to 
discover how and to what extent racial identity 
influences opportunities and outcomes in our society. 

This landmark analysis of the comparative status 
of blacks and whites encompasses such dimensions as 

1 1 The other members of the committee are John S. Adams, 
University of Minnesota; Anthony Downs, The Brookings 
Institution (Washington, D.C.); Leobardo Felipe Estrada, Univer
sity of California, Los Angeles; Reynolds Farley, University of 
Michigan; Victor R. Fuchs, National Bureau of Economic 
Research (Stanford, California); Bernard R. Gifford, University 
of California, Berkeley; Paul C. Glick, Arizona State University; 
Sidney Goldstein, Brown University; Charles V. Hamilton, 
Columbia University; Tamara K. Hareven, Clark University; 
Nathan Keyfitz, Harvard University; Cora B. Marrett, University 
of Wisconsin; Robert K. Merton, Columbia University; Isabel V. 
Sawhill, The Urban Institute (Washington, 0.C.); William H. 
Sewell, University of Wisconsin; Michael S. Teitelbaum, Alfred P. 
Sloan Foundation (New York); James R. Wetzel, U.S. Bureau of 
the Census; and Raymond E. Wolfinger, University of California, 
Berkeley. David L. Sills serves as staff. 
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fertility, mortality, and migration; family structure 
and educational attainment; employment and earn
ings. The authors also refine their description of 
black/white differences to reflect the internal diver
sity of the black population, com paring native-born 
and foreign-born blacks. Above all, Farley and Allen 
are sensitive to the powerful nexus between eco
nomic status and racial identity in the United States. 
In this book, they have produced a vital new 
assessment of the social reality of race for black and 
white Americans. 

Reynolds Farley is a research scientist at the 
Population Studies Center of the University of 
Michigan. Walter R. Allen is professor of sociology at 
the Center for Afro-American and African Studies, 
University of Michigan. 

An adapted version of the summary chapter of The 
Color Line and the Quality of Life in America may be 
found on pages 40-44, above. 

Conceptualizing the Household: Issues for Theory 
and Policy in Africa, edited by Jane I. Guyer and 
Pauline E. Peters. A publication of the Joint 
Committee on African Studies. Special issue of 
Development and Change, 18(2), April 1987. Available 
from Sage Publications Ltd., 28 Banner St., London 
ECl SOE, United Kingdom. Paper, £6.50 ($9.75) plus 
70p postage for individual orders, £13.00 ($19.50) 
plus 70p postage for institutional orders. 

This issue of Development and Change contains 
papers from the Workshop on Conceptualizing the 
Household: Issues of Theory, Method, and Applica
tion, held at Harvard University in November 1984, 
supported by a grant-in-aid from the Rockefeller 
Foundation, and sponsored by the Joint Committee 
on African Studies' Project on African Agriculture: 
Crisis and Transformation [see Items, 41(1/2): 15-16, 
June 1987). 

Papers in this special issue include: 

Jane I. Guyer, Boston University, and Pauline E. Peters, Harvard 
University, "Introduction" 

William G. Martin, University of Illinois, and Mark Beittel, State 
University of New York, Binghamton, "The Hidden Abode of 
Reproduction: Conceptualizing Households in Southern Af
rica" 

Colin Murray, University of Liverpool, "Class, Gender and the 
Household: The Development Cycle in Southern Africa" 

Lynne Brydon, University of Liverpool, "Women in the Family: 
Cultural Change in Avatime, Ghana, 1900-80" 

Jean-Marc Gastellu, Office de la Recherche Scientifique et 
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Technique Outre-Mer (Paris), "Matrilineages, Economic Groups 
and Differentiation in West Africa: A Note" 

Eleanor R. Fapohunda, University of Lagos, "The Nuclear 
Household Model in Nigerian Public and Private Sector Policy: 
Colonial Legacy and Sociopolitical Implications" 

Della E. McMillan, University of Kentucky, "Monitoring the 
Evolution of Household Economic Systems over Time in 
Farming Systems Research" 

G. H . R. Chipande, Chancellor College, Malawi, "Innovation 
Adoption Among Female-Headed Houses: The Case of 
Malawi" 

Democratizing Japan: The Allied Occupation, ed
ited by Robert E. Ward and Sakamoto Yoshikazu. 
Papers from a conference sponsored by the Joint 
Committee on Japanese Studies. Honolulu: Univer
sity of Hawaii Press, 1987. xv + 456 pages. Cloth, 
$29.95. 

Articles on Japan today, implicitly or explicitly, 
comment in some way on the United States' role in 
shaping that country after the devastation of World 
War II. Most writing in the United States emphasizes 
the American contributions. Democratizing Japan: The 
Allied Occupation, a product of a binational project of 
Japanese and American scholars, examines the 
American role and influence in Japan's postwar 
political structure. The focus is on the political 
institutions; articles focus primarily on the formula
tion of the new constitution and the major institu
tional and procedural reforms. 

The value of this book resides in the interweaving 
of Japanese and American scholarship and view
points on a number of aspects of the Occupation. In 
this way, the articles provide both a useful historical 
description and texts on contemporary Japanese and 
American ideals. On balan1:e, the contributors agree 
that the Occupation was in many ways successful, but 
they differ widely-and in this book along national 
lines-as to the degree to which it realized its full 
potential in some critical respects. The principal issue 
that divides them is what has become known as the 
"reverse course" -the period in 1949-50 when 
Occupation authorities are alleged to have aban
doned or severely modified their earlier efforts to 
implement democratic reforms and to have substi
tuted more conservative, repressive, discriminatory, 
and democratically-retrogressive policies and pro
grams. 

The contributors and their papers are Amakawa 
Akira, Yokohama National University, "The Making 
of the Postwar Local Government System"; Hans H. 
Baerwald, University of California, Los Angeles, 
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"Early SCAP Policy and the Rehabilitation of the 
Diet"; Theodore H . McNelly, University of Mary
land, " 'Induced Revolution': The Policy and Process 
of Constitutional Reform in Occupied Japan"; Ota 
Masahide, University of the Ryukyus, "The U.S. 
Occupation of Okinawa and Postwar Reforms in 
Japan Proper"; Otake Hideo, Tohoku University, 
"The Zaikai under the Occupation: The Formation 
and Transformation of Managerial Councils"; T. J. 
Pempel, Cornell University, "The Tar Baby Target: 
'Reform' of the Japanese Bureaucracy"; Susan J. 
Pharr, Harvard University, "The Politics of Women's 
Rights"; Sakamoto Yoshikazu, Tokyo University, 
"The International Context of the Occupation of 
Japan"; Kurt Steiner, Stanford University, "Th{ 
Occupation and the Reform of the Japanese Civil 
Code"; Takemae Eiji, Tokyo Keizai University, 
"Early Postwar Reformist Parties"; Tanaka Hider 
Tokyo University, "The Conflict between Two Legc11 
Traditions in Making the Constitution of Japan"; 
Uchida Kenz5, Hosei University, 'Japan's Postwar 
Conservative Parties"; and Robert E. Ward, Stanford 
University, "Presurrender Planning: Treatment of 
the Emperor and Constitutional Changes." 

The bibliographical project and the subsequent 
conference on the impact of the Occupation which 
preceded this publication were sponsored jointly by 
the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science and 
the Joint Committee on Japanese Studies, with 
support from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. 

Directory of Europeanist Anthropologists in North 
America, compiled by Susan Carol Rogers, David D. 
Gilmore, and Melissa Clegg. A publication supported 
by the Joint Committee on Western Europe. Wash
ington, D. C.: American Anthropological Association, 
1987. vi + 106 pages. Paper, $6.00. 

In the past decade or two, interest in European 
studies has increased dramatically among North 
American anthropologists. This undoubtedly reflects 
new or renewed attraction within the discipline to the 
study of complex societies, relatively nonexotic 
cultures, and applied policy issues facing the postin
dustrial world. Simultaneously, a growing interest in 
anthropology has appeared among scholars in those 
sister disciplines which have older and larger niches 
in European studies. Social history is one obvious, 
though not unique, example. 

This directory contains a comprehensive listing of 
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individuals holding or working toward a graduate 
degree in anthropology, based in Canada or the 
United States, who have an active research interest in 
Europe. The directory is divided into four sections. 
The main section lists individuals, including informa
tion about: doctoral university, date of conferral of 
Ph.D., current address, geographical or country 
specialty(ies), site(s) of field research, and topical 
specialties. The second section contains a selected 
bibliography, with up to four publications by each 
individua~ listed in section one. This bibliography 
provides somewhat more detail about individual 
research interests than could be specified in the main 
section, and is also intended as a starting point for 
bibliographies incorporating anthropological mate
rial on specific geographical or topical areas. The 
third section contains a series of maps showing the 
approximate location of the research sites of the 
anthropologists listed in section one. The final 
section includes indexes, sorting the anthropologists 
listed by country focus, European regional focus, and 
topical specialties. These indexes may be used to 
identify individuals (with reference to section one) or 
literature (with reference to section two) dealing with 
particular geographical or topical areas. Also in
cluded is an index of non-European areas in which 
these Europeanist anthropologists have worked, in 
order to identify the kinds of cross-area expertise 
being brought to bear on the field . 

Dollars and Dreams: The Changing American 
Income Distribution, by Frank Levy. A publication 
in the series "The Population of the United States in 
the 1980s" sponsored by the Council's Committee for 
Research on the 1980 Census. New York: Russell 
Sage Foundation, 1987. ix + 259 pages. Cloth, 
$27.50. 

This is the fourth in a series of volumes aimed at 
converting the vast statistical yield of the 1980 census 
into authoritative analyses of major changes and 
trends in American life. The series was planned, 
commissioned, and monitored by the Committee for 
Research on the 1980 Census, chaired by Charles F. 
Westoff, Princeton University. 1 The committee is 

1 The other members of the committee are John S. Adams, 
University of Minnesota; Anthony Downs, The Brookings 
Institution (Washington, D.C.); Leobardo Felipe Estrada, Univer
sity of California, Los Angeles; Reynolds Farley, University of 
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sponsored with the Russell Sage Foundation and the 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, with the collaboration of 
the U.S. Bureau of the Census. 

At the end of World War II, average family 
income in the United States was $14,000 (in today's 
dollars). For nearly three decades, family incomes 
grew steadily, doubling by 1973. Then, with the first 
OPEC oil price increase, wages suddenly stopped 
growing and productivity faltered. The current 
average family income is actually no higher than it 
was 14 years ago. And during this period of 
stagnation, some troubling contentions about the 
American economy have gained widespread cur
rency-that income inequalities are becoming more 
extreme, for example; that the middle class is 
vanishing and a permanent underclass is forming; 
that the rise of the service sector poses a threat to 
long-term economic stability. 

What is the truth of these contentions, and how 
does America's postwar economic history help 
explain today's economic anxieties? In this timely 
and authoritative study, Frank Levy probes census 
and other national data to put the current economic 
situation into focus. He ties together, vividly and 
convincingly, such recent social and economic trends 
as the baby bust, deficits in Washington, single
parent households, income growth among the 
elderly, the rise of the suburbs, and the fall of the 
steel industry. The resulting picture shows that while 
income inequality per se has changed relatively little 
since 194 7, we face a new inequality of prospects, an 
increasingly unequal distribution of the chance to 
purchase the middle-class dream. 

For scholars, journalists, policy makers, and gen
eral readers, Dollars and Dreams provides a lively and 
indispensable perspective on current American eco
nomic life, its roots in the recent past, and its 
implications for the future. 

Frank Levy, an economist, is professor of public 
affairs at the University of Maryland. 

Michigan; Victor R. Fuchs, National Bureau of Economic 
Research (Stanford, California); Bernard R. Gifford, University 
of California, Berkeley; Paul C. Glick, Arizona State University; 
Sidney Goldstein, Brown University; Charles V. Hamilton, 
Columbia University; Tamara K. Hareven, Clark University; 
Nathan Keyfitz, Harvard University; Cora B. Marrett, University 
of Wisconsin; Robert K. Merton, Columbia University; Isabel V. 
Sawhill, The Urban Institute (Washington, D.C.); William H. 
Sewell, University of Wisconsin; Michael S. Teitelbaum, Alfred P. 
Sloan Foundation (New York); James R. Wetzel, U.S. Bureau of 
the Census; and Raymond E. Wolfinger, University of California, 
Berkeley. David L. Sills serves as staff. 
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Food, States, and Peasants: Analyses of the Agrar
ian Question in the Middle East, edited by Alan 
Richards. Papers from a conference held in Rome in 
1984 sponsored by the Joint Committee on the Near 
and Middle East. Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 
1986. xvii + 282 pages. Paper, $27.00. 

One of the most serious problems facing the 
Middle East and North Africa is the region's growing 
inability to feed its expanding population. Rapidly 
escalating demand has made the area highly depen
dent on food imports; policy initiatives intended to 
increase domestic production have met with mixed 
success at best. The contributors to the present 
volume examine the historical origins of state policies 
toward agriculture, recent policy changes and their 
effects on domestic supply, and the social and 
political implications of these shifts. Focusing in 
particular on the region's largest agricultural econo
mies, contributors analyze Turkey's strong perfor
mance as well as Egypt's weak response to its 
agricultural problems. Pricing, investment strategies, 
irrigation policies, and the impact of large-scale labor 
migration on agricultural sectors are discussed. The 
interplay between politics and economics runs as a 
unifying theme throughout the book. 

The contributors to the volume are: 

A. Tosun Aricanli 
Richard H. Adams, Jr. 

Harold Alderman 

Haluk Kasnakoglu 

Roger Owen 
Samir Radwan 

Alan Richards 

David Seddon 
Kutlu Some! 

Suday Uner 

Harvard University 
International Food Policy 

Research Institute 
(Washington, D.C.) 

International Food Policy 
Research Institute 
(Washington, D.C.) 

Middle East Technical 
• University (Ankara) 

St. Antony's College (Oxford) 
International Labor 

Organization (Geneva) 
University of California, Santa 

Cruz 
University of East Anglia 
International Center for 

Agricultural Research in Dry 
Areas (Aleppo) 

Hacettepe University 

The Nationalization of the Social Sciences, edited by 
Samuel Z. Klausner and Victor M. Lidz. Philadel
phia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1986. xiv + 
296 pages. Cloth, $34.95. 
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This volume is simultaneously three quite different 
books. It first of all contains the initial publication of 
a 71-page report prepared by the Harvard sociologist 
Talcott Parsons (1902-79) at the request of the 
Council's Committee on Federal Government and 
Research (1945-1949). Second, it is a historical 
account of the events that led both to the commission
ing of this report and to its rejection by the Council 
when it was submitted in 1948. Third, it contains a 
series of essays by contemporary social scientists on 
the relationship between the social sciences and the 
federal government. It thus represents the first 
publication of an important paper by a major 
American sociologist, an episode in the history of the 
social sciences, and an examination of one of the 
major contemporary policy issues facing the social 
sciences. 

The volume is edited by Samuel Z. Klausner and 
Victor M. Lidz, both sociologists at the University of 
Pennsylvania. The paragraphs that follow are adapted 
from the "Introduction" by the editors. 

The manuscript "Social Science: A Basic National 
Resource" was buried in 1948. Members of a Social 
Science Research Council committee, who had 
commissioned Talcott Parsons to write it, were 
stunned when they received it. The draft manuscript 
was not responsive to what they understood to be the 
mandate they had given the author. They had 
expected a document that could persuade lay 
political leaders to favor government support of the 
social sciences and Parsons's manuscript seemed 
ill-suited to that end. Aggravated by their rejection 
and busy with other items on his professional 
agenda, Parsons never prepared it for publication. 
The issue which prompted the paper was now moot. 
During the inordinate delay in preparing the report, 
the congressional attitude toward social science had 
crystallized. Social science would not, initially, be part 
of the National Science Foundation. 

The committee was correct in judging that the 
report was not appropriate for circulation to political 
leaders. Parsons's report had been written for 
scientists, and philosophically sophisticated ones, at 
that. The members of the committee failed to 
appreciate that they had received a major statement 
on social theory, its relation to empirical social 
research, and the potential contributions of social 
science to the formation of national domestic and 
foreign policy. 

We call this book The Nationalization of the Social 
Sciences in recognition that Parsons's document also 
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appealed for a stronger bond between polity and 
academy in America. Natural and social scientists, 
newly fulfilled by their part in a world war, would 
not retreat to monastic contemplation. 

As we shall see, the social science community was 
not united regarding the nature of the state-acad
emy relation. Parsons conceived of social research 
supported by a new science agency, offering opera
tional advice for governmental programs. His Chi
cago colleagues would have social scientists diffused 
throughout government, influencing high policy 
from nearly every quarter. They assumed that, in 
either case, the political independence of scholarship 
could be maintained without serious difficulty. 

Scientists, by and large, had been employed by 
universities, supported by endowments, state alloca
tions, federal land grant funds, student fees and, 
here and there, a grant from a private foundation. 
This situation would change as the government 
assumed a major responsibility for funding the 
growth of knowledge. The Congress, envisioning 
mostly technical knowledge, was convinced that 
science had proved crucial to victory and would be 
critical in America's new role as a world power. A 
period of major government investment in the 
natural and social sciences followed. 

This book evaluates the relation between politics 
and scholarship in the social sciences three decades 
later. We have little to say about social science 
contributions to the polity. They have been treated in 
recent reports by the National Science Foundation 
and the National Academy of Sciences. We will ask 
about the significance of the relation for the social 
sciences and for the universities. After this review, 
social scientists may want to revise some terms of the 
relationship. 

This is a book of three cities. We call its major 
sections New York, Cambridge, and Washington 
after the loci of the events they describe. The 
opening chapter deals with the debates in New York 
at the Social Science Research Council which gave 
rise to the Parsons report and with the SSRC's 
reaction to events in the Congress. The text of 
Parsons's hitherto unpublished paper follows. The 
manuscript, as found in Parsons's papers and in the 
files of the Social Science Research Council, was 
considered by Parsons to be an early draft. We have 
polished the draft, checking and completing his 
citations and reworking some opaque and some 
cryptic sentences. We have tried to be true to 
Parsons's intentions as embodied in the draft, 
although we cannot know what revisions he might 
have made had his initial effort not received such a 
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discouraging reception. The manuscript is followed 
by a vignette from John W. Riley [currently a 
consulting sociologist in Washington, D.C.], eyewit
ness to the events in New York and a personal friend 
of the Parsonses, who was invited to revise Parsons's 
document and eventually produced one of his own 
for the Ford Foundation. 

We then turn to Cambridge to review a fertile 
event in American social science, the building of the 
interdisciplinary social relations department at 
Harvard University. Parsons and his distinguished 
colleagues constructed a special intellectual milieu 
which is reflected in his manuscript. Bernard Barber 
[currently professor of sociology, Columbia Univer
sity] was Parsons's student, as were Benton and 
Miriam Johnson [currently professor and associate 
professor of sociology, University of Oregon], during 
those exciting times of the setting up of the 
department. Barber reviews some of the origins of 
Parsons's thought. The Johnsons recall the interdis
ciplinary culture of the social relations group, the 
milieu in which the general theory of action took 
shape. Victor Lidz then traces the methodological 
background of Talcott Parsons's work, pointing to 
the influence of Harvard's scientists and philoso
phers of science, and citing the evidence for 
Parsons's commitment to empirical social research. 

The third section returns to developments on the 
national scene after the submission of the report. 
Dael Wolfle [currently professor emeritus of public 
affairs, University of Washington] is the only 
contributor to have been both in the SSRC circle and 
active on the Washington scene at that time. As 
long-time executive secretary of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, he 
witnessed the struggle around government-science 
relations. Gene Lyons [currently professor of govern
ment, Dartmouth College] is the outside observer 
and analyst of these relations. Henry W. Riecken 
[currently a consultant at the Council on Library 
Resources (Washington, D.C.)], who had studied 
sociology at Harvard, rose to be the man in charge of 
social science at the National Science Foundation. He 
describes the strategies for promoting social science 
in an environment dominated by natural scientists. 
Kenneth Prewitt [currently vice president for pro
gram, The Rockefeller Foundation], writing from 
the vantage point of the then president of the 
Council, enlarges the scope of inquiry. He extends it 
to the many agencies of government that seek out 
social scientists to evaluate programs mandated by 
Congress in health, justice, transportation, labor, and 
so forth. Alex lnkeles [currently professor of 
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sociology, Stanford University], an acute observer of 
funding relations between government and social 
science throughout this period, assesses the effects of 
government support on the social sciences as 
balanced against the many local sources of influence 
and support. Dean Gerstein is the study director of 
the Committee on Basic Research in the Behavioral 
and Social Sciences, located in the National Research 
Council. He reviews the 1982 report of the commit
tee, written before he joined its staff, which assesses 
the relation of social science and government and, 
quite remarkably, repeats some of the arguments 
and recommendations Parsons made some 35 years 
earlier. The book closes with an editorial on the 
nationalization of the social sciences and judges some 
of its effects on science and on the universities. The 
editors suggest some new policies for universities and 
for the social science community. 

Represion, exilio, y democracia: La cultura 
uruguaya [Repression, Exile, and Democracy: The 
Culture of Uruguay], edited by Saul Sosnowski. 
Papers from a 1986 workshop sponsored by the 
University of Maryland and the Joint Committee on 
Latin American Studies. College Park: University of 
Maryland and Montevideo: Ediciones de la Banda 
Oriental. 363 pages. Paper, no price indicated. 

In a conference held at the University Maryland in 
March 1986, Uruguayan intellectuals and other 
scholars met to analyze the effect of repression under 
the Uruguayan military regime on various kinds of 
cultural activity and the prospects for cultural 
renewal under the current democratization. 

The resulting volume, Represi6n, exilio, y democracia: 
La cultura uruguaya, explores the interplay of 
creativity and repression in artistic works produced 
by exiles, political prisoners, and persons in inxelio
artists who remained within the country but drew 
heavily on fantasy to escape strict official censorship. 

In addition to an introduction by the editor, the 
book includes five sections. The first, "Contexts," 
analyzes the political and historical features of the 
Uruguayan military regime, particularly the role of 
the political parties in the current redemocratization, 
the political and societal myths that have shaped 
Uruguayan history, and the lessons to be drawn from 
the collapse of Uruguayan democracy. Other sections 
examine "Culture and Power," "Literature and 
Repression," and "The Shores of Exile". The volume 
concludes with comparative studies of Argentine, 
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Brazilian, and Chilean cultural production under 
recent military regimes. 

The contributors to the volume are: 

Hugo Achugar 
Alvaro Barros-Lemez 
Amanda Berenguer 
Lisa Block de Behar 

Hiber Conteris 
Juan Corradi 
Joan Dassin 
Jose Pedro Diaz 

Eduardo Galeano 
Edy Kaufman 

Leo Masliah 
Carina Perelli 

Teresa Porzecanski 

Juan Rial 

Mauricio Rosencof 
Jorge Ruffinelli 
Saul Sosnowski 
Bernardo Subercaseaux 
Martin Weinstein 
Ruben Yanez 

Northwestern University 
Montevideo 
Montevideo 
Universidad de la Republica 

(Montevideo) 
Montevideo 
New York University 
Social Science Research Council 
Universidad de la Republica 

(Montevideo) 
Montevideo 
The Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem 
Brecha (Montevideo) 
Universidad de la Reptiblica 

(Montevideo) 
Escuela Universitaria de 

Servicio Social (Montevideo) 
Centro de lnformaci6n y 

Estudios de! Uruguay 
(Montevideo) 

Montevideo 
Universidad Veracruzana 
University of Maryland 
CENECA (Santiago) 
William Patterson College 
El Galp6n (Montevideo) 

Social Legislation in the Contemporary Middle 
East, edited by Laurence 0. Michalak and Jeswald 
W. Salacuse. Publication sponsored by the Subcom
mittee on Law and Social Structure in the Middle 
East of the Joint Committee on the Near and Middle 
East. Berkeley: Institute of International Studies, 
University of California, 1986. xii + 381 pages. 
Paper, $15.50. 

For at least four millennia, the peoples of the 
Middle East have had a special preoccupation with 
the law. Relations within and among the region's 
diverse groups have found expression in equally 
diverse laws, which were committed to writing earlier 
and more fully than in any other part of the world. 
Yet despite the importance of laws in the region, its 
significance in Middle Eastern society is not well 
understood. This volume represents an attempt to 
formulate a plan of action to foster new insights into 
the ways in which law relates to the processes of social 
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differentiation, change, modernization, and develop
ment in the Middle East. 

The authors and their papers are: 

Nermin Abadan-Unat, Ankara University, "Turkish Migration to 
Europe and the Middle East: Its Impact on Social Structure 
and Social Legislation" 

Hamid Algar, University of California, Berkeley, "Social Justice 
in the Ideology and Legislation of the Islamic Revolution of 
Iran" 

Ali E. Hillal Dessouki, Cairo University, "Technology Transfer 
and Social Structure in the Arab World" 

Raymond A. Hinnebusch, College of St. Catherine, "Syria Under 
the Ba'ath: Social Ideology, Policy, and Practice" 

Suad Joseph, University of California, Davis, "Ruling Elites and 
the Young: A Comparison of Iraq and Lebanon" 

Laurence 0. Michalak, University of California, Berkeley, and 
Jeswald W. Salacuse, Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, 
Tufts University, "Social Legislation in the Contemporary 
Middle East: Tools for Development, Tools for Domination" 

Jeswald W. Salacuse, Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, 
Tufts University, "Foreign Investment and Legislative Exemp
tions in Egypt: Needed Stimulus or New Capitulations?" 

James Socknat, The World Bank, Stace Birks, and Ismail 
Serageldin, "International Labor Migration in the Middle East 
and North Africa: Current and Prospective Dimensions, 
1975-85" 

Jean-Claude Vatin, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique 
(Paris), and Centre d'Etudes et de Documentation Econom
ique, Juridique et Sociale (Cairo), "The State Apparatus and 
Social Legislation in the Maghreb" 

Mira Zussman, San Jose State University and University of 
California, Berkeley, "Pendulum Swings in Land Laws and 
Rural Development Policies in T unisia: History and Conse
quences" 

State, Oil, and Agriculture in Nigeria, edited by 
Michael J. Watts. Papers from a workshop on 
agricultural change in Nigeria sponsored by the Joint 
Committee on African Studies and the Institute of 
International Studies, University of California, Berke
ley. Berkeley: Institute of International Studies, 
University of California, 1987. 327 pages. Paper, 
$16.95. 

The essays in this collection address issues of 
agricultural performance and transformation in 
Nigeria since the 1973 oil boom. They are placed in 
the context of a major theoretical debate concerning 
the persistence and deepening of poverty in Africa. 
One pole in that debate, the "primordial" argument, 
asserts that essentially weak African states, decentral
ized peasant economies, and the preservation of 
precapitalist commodity exchange produce a fragile 
and chaotic system incapable of mobilizing surpluses 
for sustained accumulation. A powerful state, with-
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out a bourgeois impulse, and an uncaptured peas
antry, linked to international forces incapable or 
unwilling to revolutionize primoridial African pro
duction relations, simply reproduce historical back
wardness. The other pole of the debate, which might 
be described as "public sector deconstructionist," 
argues that the state is simultaneously an avenue for 
personal accumulation and a systematic blockage of 
disciplined national growth. 

The essays in this volume argue that the prolifera
tion of oil rents generated not so much particular 
changes as general ones, and that as a result, 
oil-based accumulation illuminates with particular 
clarity processes and changes present not only in 
Nigeria prior to the petroleum era, but also endemic 
to many other nonoil (or nonmineral) exporting 
African states. 

The focus on agriculture, moreover, affords an 
opportunity for examining several basic issues. One 
concerns the nature of the agrarian crisis-its 
character, extent, and effects on particular classes, 
regions, and localities . A second major issue concerns 
accumulation and the role of the state. Included here 
are questions of macroeconomic performance, the 
contradictory nature of Nigerian oil-based accumula
tion as grasped through an examination of its effects, 
and the nature of the state formed and constructed 
in the process of petrolic accumulation. 

Two lines of inquiry organize the contributions to 
this volume. The first focuses on oil-based accumula
tion and its impact on agriculture both directly (for 
example, labor migration from the rural areas) and 
indirectly (that is, through state mediation and public 
investment). The second concerns the agrarian 
question. One aspect of the agrarian question is 
empirical and quantitative; several of the authors 
contribute directly to the debate over agricultural 
performance (output of food and export crops, for 
example) during the oil boom. Another part, 
however, pertains to the changing social relations of 
production in the countryside associated with various 
forms of state intervention, patterns of inequality, 
and forms of popular struggle and resistance. 

The contributors and their papers are: 

Bjorn Beckman, Ahmadu Bello University, "Public Investment 
and Agrarian Transformation in Northern Nigeria" 

Sara S. Berry, Boston University, "Oil and the Disappearing 
Peasantry: Accumulation, Differentiation, and Underdevelop
ment in Western Nigeria" 

Paul Clough and Gavin Williams, University of Oxford, 
"Decoding Berg: The World Bank in Rural Northern 
Nigeria." 

Louise Lennihan, Hunter College, City University of New York, 
"Agricultural Wage Labor in Northern Nigeria" 

VOLUME 41 , NUMBERS 3/4 



Paul Lubeck, University of California, Santa Cruz, "Islamic 
Protest and Oil-Based Capitalism: Agriculture, Rural Link
ages, and Urban Popular Movements in Northern Nigeria" 

Richard Palmer-Jones, University of Oxford, "Irrigation and the 
Politics of Agricultural Development in Nigeria" 

Alan Richards, University of California, Santa Cruz, "Oil Booms 
and Agricultural Development: Nigeria in Comparative 
Perspective" 

Paul J . Ross, University of Minnesota, "Land as a Right to 
Membership: Land Tenure Dynamics in a Peripheral Area of 
the Kano Close-Settled Zone" 

Robert Shenton, University of Toronto, "Nigerian Agriculture in 
Historical Perspective: Development and Crisis, 1900-60" 

Michael J. Watts, University of California, Berkeley, "Agriculture 
and Oil-Based Accumulation: Stagnation or Transformation?" 

Southeast Asia in the 9th to 14th Centuries, edited 
by David G. Marr and A. C. Milner (with an 
introduction by Wang Gungwu). Papers from a 
conference sponsored by the Joint Committee on 
Southeast Asia and the Research School of Pacific 
Studies, The Australian National University. Sin
gapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies; 
Canberra: The Australian National University, 1986. 
xviii + 416 pages. Cloth and paper. No price 
indicated. 

Southeast Asia in the 9th to the 14th centuries was 
a lively place. The region experienced extensive 
trade, bitter wars, the rise and fall of kingdoms, the 
mo:vement of ethnic groups, the construction of 
impressive monuments, and profound debate about 
religious issues. Yet our understanding of this 
complex period rests on fragmentary written sources 
and often puzzling archeological materials. Of 
necessity, the writing of such history must draw upon 
the skills not only of historians, but also of 
anthropologists, archeologists, linguists, and art 
historians. 

A conference convened in May 1984 at the 
Australian National University, jointly sponsored by 
the Research School of Pacific Studies and the Joint 
Committee on Southeast Asia, provided an arena for 
debating recent research, evaluating the state of the 
field, and engaging in interdisciplinary and cross
regional discourse. This volume is based on papers 
presented at that conference. 

The papers and their authors are: 

Hermann Kulke, University of Heidelberg 
"The Early and the Imperial Kingdom in Southeast Asian 
History" 

Janice Stargardt, University of Cambridge 
"Hydraulic Works and South East Asian Polities" 
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J . G. de Casparis, University of Leiden 
"Some Notes on Relations between Central and Local 
Government in Ancient Java" 

Jan Wisseman-Christie, University of Hull 
"Negara, Mandala, and Despotic State: Images of Early Java" 

Michael Vickery, University of Adelaide 
"Some Remarks on Early State Formation in Cambodia" 

John K. Whitmore, University of Michigan 
"'Elephants Can Actually Swim': Contemporary Chinese 
Views of Late Ly Dai Viet" 

Keith Taylor, National University of Singapore 
"Authority and Legitimacy in 11th Century Vietnam" 

E. S. Unger, The Australian National University 
"From Myth to History: Imagined Polities in 14th Century 
Vietnam" 

Pierre-Yves Manguin, Ecole Franc;aise d'Extreme Orient 
"Shipshape Societies: Boat Symbolism and Political Systems in 
Insular Southeast Asia" 

C. C. Macknight, The Australian National University 
"Changing Perspectives in Island Southeast Asia" 

Srisakra Vallibhotama, Silpakorn University 
"Political and Cultural Continuities and Dvaravati Sites" 

Helmut Loofs-Wissowa, The Australian National University 
"The True and the Corbel Arch in Mainland Southeast Asian 
Monumental Architecture" 

John S. Guy, Victoria and Albert Museum (London) 
"Vietnamese Ceramics and Cultural Identity: Evidence from 
the Ly and Tran Dynasties" 

Tran Quoc Vuong, Hanoi University 
"Traditions, Acculturation, Renovation: The Evolutional Pat
tern of Vietnamese Culture" 

Pamela Gutman, Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, 
Canberra 
"Symbolism of Kingship in Arakan" 

Ian Mabbett, Monash University 
"Buddhism in Champa" 

James J. Fox, The Australian National University 
"The Ordering of Generations: Change and Continuity in Old 
Javanese Kinship" 

Claude Jacques, Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes 
"Sources on Economic Activities in Khmer and Cham Lands" 

Peter Worsley, University of Sydney 
"Narrative Bas-Reliefs at Candi Surawana" 

0. W. Wolters, Cornell University 
"Possibilities for a Reading of the 1293-1357 Period m the 
Vietnamese Annals" 

The State, Religion, and Ethnic Politics: Afghani
stan, Iran, and Pakistan, edited by Ali Banuazizi and 
Myron Weiner. Publication resulting from a Novem
ber 1982 conference sponsored by the joint commit
tees on the Near and Middle East and South Asia. 
Syracuse University Press, 1986. xi + 390 pages. 
Cloth, $35.00. 

In no region of the world have changes in religion 
and ethnic identity had a greater impact on political 
life than in the three countries that are the subject of 
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this volume. The book examines the changing 
relationship of the state, religion, and ethnicity in 
three contiguous, non-Arab Muslim countries in 
Southwest Asia. Each country has experienced a 
major political upheaval in the last two decades: the 
1979 revolution in Iran, the 1979 Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan, and the 1971 partition of Pakistan. 

In Iran, the Pahlavi regime sought for more than 
half a century to build its foundations and its claim to 
legitimacy mainly upon a pre-Islamic, Persian heri
tage. That endeavor collapsed in a religiously
inspired popular revolution. In Afghanistan, a 
Soviet-dominated Afghan state replaced a weak 
secular, tribal-based regime and has been promoting 
a Marxist political ideology as a means of creating 
greater loyalty to the state. In Pakistan, one ethnic 
group, the Bengalis, successfully tore the Pakistan 
state in two. 

A central theme of the book is the importance of 
ethnolinguistic and religious identities, and the 
corresponding weakness of nationalism as the basis 
of civil society in all three countries. To what extent 
the present ruling elites-the military in Pakistan, the 
People's Democratic Party in Afghanistan, and the 
clerical establishment in Iran-will succeed in their 
efforts to create strong states in societies where 
political institutions do not cut across diverse 
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religious, ethnic, and class divisions is a major 
question raised by this volume. 

This collection of essays by anthropologists, histo
rians, political scientists, and Islamicists is one of the 
first attempts to look at the issues of the state, 
religion, and ethnic politics from a comparative and 
historical perspective. 

The contributors to the volume are: 

Shahrough Akhavi 
Ali Banuazizi 
Leonard Binder 

Robert L. Canfield 
Stephen P. Cohen 
John L. Esposito 
Selig S. Harrison 

Patricia J. Higgins 
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1980 Census Monograph Series 
A 1980 Census monograph series called "The 

Population of the United States in the 1980s" has 
been commissioned by the Council's Committee for 
Research on the 1980 Census, chaired by Charles F. 
Westoff, Princeton University. 

This series represents an important episode in so
cial science research and revives a long tradition of 
independent census analysis. First in 1930, and then 
again in 1950 and 1960, teams of social scientists 
worked with the U.S. Bureau of the Census to inves
tigate significant social, economic, and demographic 
developments revealed by the decennial censuses. 
These census projects produced three landmark se
ries of studies, providing a firm foundation and set
ting a high standard for the present undertaking. 

There is, in fact, more than a theoretical continuity 
between the earlier census projects and the present 
one. Like the previous efforts, this new census 
project has benefited from close cooperation between 
the Census Bureau and a distinguished, interdiscipli
nary group of scholars. Like the 1950 and 1960 re-

Published 

WILLIAM ALONSO, Harvard University, and PAUL STARR, 
Princeton University 
The Politics of Numbers ( 198 7) 

SuZANNE M. BIANCHI, U.S. Bureau of the Census, and 
DAPHNE SPAIN, University of Virginia 
American Women in Transition (1987) 

REYNOLDS FARLEY AND WALTER R. ALLEN, University of 
Michigan 
The Color Line and the Quality of Life in America (1987) 

FRANK LEVY, University of Maryland 
Dollars and Dreams: The Changing American Income Distribution 
(1987) 

To be Published in Early 1988 

JoHN S. ADAMS, University of Minnesota 
Housing America in the 1980's 

MICHAEL J. WHITE, Princeton University 
American Neighborhoods and Residential Differentiation 

JAMES A. SWEET AND LARRY L. BUMPASS, University of Wisconsin 
American Families and Households 

In Press; To be Published in Mid-1988 

FRANK D. BEAN, University of Texas, and MARTA TIENDA, 
University of Chicago 
"The Hispanic Population" 

DECEMBER 1987 

search projects, research on the 1980 census was ini
tiated by the Council and the Russell Sage Foundation. 
In deciding once again to promote a coordinated pro
gram of census analysis, Russell Sage and the Council 
were mindful not only of the severe budgetary re
strictions imposed on the Census Bureau's own pub
lishing and dissemination activities in the 1980s, but 
also of the extraordinary changes that have occurred 
in so many dimensions of American life over the past 
two decades. 

The studies constituting "The Population of the 
United States in the 1980s" were planned, commis
sioned, and monitored by the Committee for Re
search on the 1980 Census, a committee sponsored by 
the Council, the Russell Sage Foundation, and the 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, with the collaboration of 
the U.S. Bureau of the Census. It was the committee's 
task to select the main topics for research, obtain highly 
qualified specialists to carry out that research, and 
provide the structure necessary to facilitate coordina
tion among researchers and with the Census Bureau. 

WILLIAM H. FREY, University of Michigan, and ALDEN SPEARE, 
JR., Brown U niversity 
"Regional and Metropolitan Growth" 

STANLEY LIEBERSON, University of California, Berkeley, and 
MARY C. WATERS, Harvard University 
"Ethnic and Racial Groups" 

LARRY LONG, U.S. Bureau of the Census 
"Geographical Mobility and Migration" 

In Preparation 

CALVIN L. BEALE, U .S. Department of Agriculture, and GLENN 
V. FuGUITT, University of Wisconsin 
"Rural and Small Town America" 

GLEN G. CAIN, University of Wisconsin 
"Work in the American Economy" 

DONALD J. HERNANDEZ, U.S. Bureau of the Census, and 
DAvrn E. MYERS, Decision Resources, Inc. (Washington, 
D.C.) 
"Children" 

MARK R. RosENZWEIG AND GUILLERMINA JASSO, University of 
Minnesota 
"Immigration" 

JACOB S. SIEGEL, Georgetown University 
"Aging" 

C. MATTHEW SNIPP, University of Maryland 
"Native Americans" 

PETER S. XENOS, East-West Center (Honolulu), HERBERT 
BARRINGER, University of Hawaii, ROBERT W. GARDNER, 
East-West Center (Honolulu), and MICHAEL LEVIN, U.S. 
Bureau of the Census 
"The Asian and Pacific Island Population" 
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