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ASSOCIATION OF WISCONSIN AFRICAN STUDIES ALUMNI 

Dear Alumni: 

On October 31, 1986, the Association of Wisconsin African Studies Alumni (AW ASA) 
commenced with the celebration of the 25th year of African Studies at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison during the Madison ASA Annual Meeting. We can always depend upon Jan 
Vansina to inspire us, for he acted not only as coordinator in the first opening session of our 
meeting but assisted further in identifying the structural "categories"! Even more, a Provisional 
Steering Committee was elected, and consisted of E. J. Alagoa, Paul Beckett, Victoria Coifman, 
Elizabeth Eldredge, John Harbeson, Sebagenzi Wa Lulenga, Adell Patton and Kings Phiri. This 
committee was given the responsibility of writing the Constitution and procedures for the 
nomination process of the membership to the Steering Committee. The Association is especially 
grateful to John Harbeson, who drafted our Constitution, and to Elizabeth Eldredge and Victoria 
Coifman for constantly raising issues in need of clarification. While other members also 
contributed, Paul Beckett served as our first Convenor in Madison and next at both the Denver 
ASA 1987 and Chicago ASA 1988. In between those meetings, Paul served as the principal 
liaison for the Provisional Steering Committee and the membership. The Association, therefore, 
expresses a special thanks to Paul for his selfless devotion to our cause and diligence in 
overseeing that the organization developed into a viable entity. 

The newly elected members of the Steering Committee for 1988-1990 are: E. J. Alagoa, 
Iris Berger , Steven Moyo, Catherine Newbury, Philip Noss, Adell Patton, and Kings Phiri . Adell 
was elected Chairperson by the Steering Committee at the 1988 Chicago ASA. 

The Steering Committee agreed upon the following agenda as the focus of the 
organization for 1988-90: 

1. Information relevant to the Association will appear in the Wisconsin African 
Studies News and Notes, rendering a separate newsletter unnecessary. 

2. The "Book Famine" in Africa is the focus for specific activity (West Africa, 
November 1985, No. 3558). We are urging members to contribute books of their 
own and review copies upon completion to African university libraries, and 
forward off prints to colleagues in Africa. these ideas fit in generally with those 
of the ASA. We wish to investigate ways in which the Association can participate 
with other organizations that are seeking to send books to African libraries. (We 
currently are in touch with the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science (AAAS) and would welcome suggestions from members of the 
Association.) 

3. African university libraries and archives generally could use assistance in 
maintaining and purchasing photocopying equipment. Iris Berger and Catherine 
Newbury, who are also ASA Board Members, agreed to look into this issue. 

4. The Association is committed to publishing a Directory of the members which 
will be made available to members of the Association sometime in Spring 1989. 
News about the alumni will continue in News and Notes. 

5. The Steering Committee would like suggestions from all the membership about 
what we should do as an organization, and especially encourages African members 
to let us know how this group can fit their particular needs. All suggestions 
should be forwarded to Adell Patton. 

6. The Tom Shick Memorial Fund. Contributions may be forwarded to: Tom 
Shick Memorial Fund, University of Wisconsin Foundation, 150 E. Gilman St., 
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P.O. Box 8860 Madison, WI 53708-8860. Income from the fund will be used for 
student scholarship. 

The financial status of the Association looks good. With more than 130 members (occasional 
memberships are still coming in), the membership fees received totaled $870.00 as of 
September 4. This fund is in the Associations's name a the the UW Credit Union. membership 
list is being maintained by the African Studies Program office. Finally, the Steering 
Committee will not request dues from the membership in 1988- 89. As Sandra Barnes would 
say: "How neat!!" 

AW ASA works best when it works together! 

Best wishes and thanks. 

Adell Patton Jr. 
Chairperson, 
Steering Committee 
Association of Wisconsin 
African Studies Alumni 

Department of History 
Howard University 
Washington, D. C. 20059 

P. S. The addresses of the Steering Committee Members are listed below: 

E.J. Alagoa 
School of Humanities 
University of Port Harcourt 
P.M.B. 5323 
Port Harcourt, Nigeria 

Iris Berger 
History Department 
SUNY - Buffalo 
1400 Washington, Ave. 
Albany, NY 12222 

Steven Moyo 
University of Zambia 
P.O. Box 30900 
Lusaka, Zambia 

Catharine Newbury 
Department of Political Science 
Hamilton Hall 070A 
CB#3265 
University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill, NC 25799 

Philip Noss 
C/O Alliance Biblique de Cameroun 
BP 1133 
Yaounde, Cameroun 

Kings Phiri 
History Department 
Chancellor College 
P.O. Box 280 
Zomba, Malawi 
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ALUMNI NEWS 

Joshua Forrest, Political Science 1987. writes that he is continuing as a Kukin Scholar at the 
Harvard Academy for International and Area Studies through the 1988-89 academic year. He is 
working on a comparative analysis of post-colonial politics in Guinea-Bissau ( a revised version 
of his dissertation) as well as co-authoring a Westview Press country study of Guinea-Bissau. 

Ismail Abdalla, History 1981, sent the following news items: The Sudan Studies Association held 
its 7th Annual Meeting at the College of William and Mary. Ismail served as Host and Program 
Director. The University of Florida Center for African Studies last summer organized a summer 
institute for teaching about Africa in the context of World history in High School. The institute 
was funded by NEH. Hunt Davis, History-1969, was the Director of the Institute and both he 
and Ismail Abdalla were participants. 

Elizabeth Schmidt, History I 987, was married to Siba Nzatioula Grovogui, Political Science, 
1988, on April 2, 1988, in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Bob J. Walter, Geography-! 968, Professor of Geography at Ohio University, is now back 
teaching full-time after a three year leave of absence while working in the Agency for 
International Development (AID). While there, he served in the Bureau of Science and 
Technology, Office of Rural Development and both managed a worldwide project and developed 
a new one on fragile lands for Latin America and the Caribbean. He traveled to much of Latin 
America while at AID but also to Somalia, Kenya, Zimbabwe, and Lesotho. He now is 
conducting research in conjunction with three Kenyan colleagues on problems in natural resource 
management, specifically on water management, terracing, and social organization. 

David Newbury, History-1979, has received NEH and SSRC funding for research in Rwanda, 
where he is now. Catharine Newbury, Political Science- I 975, and their daughter will join him 
there soon. 

Nicholas Pweddon, African Languages and Literature-1977, writes that he is now working as 
Secretary to the Committee on the translation of the Bible into Bachama, and also serves as part­
time chairman of the Christian Pilgrims' Welfare Board, appointed by the Government of 
Gongola State of Nigeria. This assignment has recently taken to Israel, Rome, Lourdes, and 
Egypt. 

Joseph Mbele, African Languages and Literature- I 986, has been appointed Chief Editor of 
Utafiti, the Journal of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences of the University of Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, for the 1988-1991 triennium. He invites scholarly articles in all areas of African 
studies. Send such contributions and all enquiries to: 
Chief Editor, Utafiti, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, P. 0. Box 35051, Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania. Mbele will travel to Kenya in early January to do research on the Swahili epic of 
Liongo, having been awarded research grants from two British foundations for the purpose. 

Robert Cancel, African languages and Literature-198 I, is teaching this year at the University of 
Zambia, Lusaka, on a Fulbright grant. Bob is responsible for all lectures in an oral traditions 
course and is team-teaching a course in African literature. He will have the third term (April­
June) for research, so will move with his family to Northern Province to live in various villages 
and towns for ten weeks. While in Lusaka, his sons are attending the International School, and 
his wife Donna is doing volunteer work in the school's library. 

Steven Moyo, African Languages and Literature- I 978, is now head of the Zambian National 
Broadcasting System. 
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Gebre Tesfagiorgis, Educational Administration-1978, has just completed his Law degree at the 
UW-Madison Law School. 

Sonja Fagerberg, African Languages and Literature-1982, is living with her husband, Alpha 
Diallo and 2 year old son, Yacine in Dakar, Senegal. She is working on a variety of projects 
related to language training and preparation of training materials, such as literacy materials in 
Pulaar, a dictionary and other publishing and writing projects. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF ALUMNI 

Joseph C. Miller, Way of Death: Merchant Capitalism and the Angolan Slave Trade, 1730-1830. 
University of Wisconsin Press, Fall 1988. 

John W. Harbeson, The Ethiopian Transformation: The Quest for a Post-Imperial State. 
Westview Press, Fall 1988. 

Michael Schatzberg, The Dialectics of Oppression in Zaire. Indiana University Press, Fall 1988. 

Edmond J. Keller, Revolutionary Ethiopia From Empire to Peoples' Republic. Indiana 
University Press. Available January 1989. 

William Minter, (ed.) Operation Timber: Pages from the Savimbi Dossier. World Press, 1988. 

M. Catharine Newbury, The Cohesion of Oppression. Columbia University Press, Summer 1988. 

Allen Isaacman, History-1970, is co-editor, with Louise White, of the Heinemann African Social 
History Series. They invite the submission of proposals for the series. Write to the Editors at: 
University of Minnesota, Department of History, 614 Social Sciences, 267 19th Avenue South, 
Minneapolis, MN 55455. 

Please send in items for the Spring issue of the Alumni 
Newsletter. While the Editor tries to find news by the 
"gleaning method," it always is a hit and miss operation. 
So, please let us hear from you. Send any items you wish 
to have included to African Studies Program, 1454 Van 
Hise Hall, 1220 Linden Dr., Madison, WI 53706 



AFRICAN STUDIES PROGRAM 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON 
1454 Van Hise Hall 
1220 Linden Drive 
Madison, Wisconsin 53706 
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