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ALAN PATON 
It looks as though Mr 

S. E.D . Brown , the editor of 
that nause a ting paper the 
South African Observer, has 
at last come uns tuck. He 

.can 't grumb'le, for he has 
had a g ood run . As an exam
ple of pathological a t hl eti 
cism he _c ~n't be beaten. Not 
even Missis sippi has ever 
produced his peer. 

Mr Br own held tho viev.' 
that there was a perennial 
s trhggle b~tween the fo~ces 
of good and evi l . Thi s view 
has been held by much clearer 
and better mi nds than his, 

. and it is no t the point a t 
issue. The point a t i ssue 
is Mr Brown's idea of evil, 
which indicates a mind mor
bidly obsessed , for Mr Brown ' s 
idea bears little r elation 
to the t hought of the great
est and deepest th1nker s of 
t he humari r a ce. 

Mr Brown is not concerned 
with the evils of cruelty, 
injustice, me rcilessness, 
arrogance . To him racial 
mixture an d r a cial mixing is 
the greatest evil. Criticism 
of laws t o prevent raci a l 
mixing is to him a far grea-

ter evil than the _cruelty 
of th,4; l aw which forbids it. 
Indeed any criticism of ·the 
status quo is vicious, and 
should a t all costs be pu
nished, no natter how v iciods 
t he puni shment . 

Mr Br own ' s gr eat weapon 
in the war which he de clared 
on raci a l mixing and the 
disturbing of the s tatus quo 
was chr~actor-assassination, 
parading, as it often does, 
as l oyalty to South Af r icia , 
devotion to law and order , 
and love of Christian" civi 
lisation . He tried t o t op
ple others into the slime, 
Liberals, Progressives, chur
chmen , race relationers, and 
the r e st of this s i ckly brood . 
:Iis nemesis was that ho top
pled none of them 9 it was 
not they wh o fell i nto the 
slime . It is a j us t irony 
thAt t hi s sh~uld be so, just 
a s it i s a mark of an Infi 
nite Compassion t hat the 
polecat is r evolted by the 
smells of other creatures . 

Mr Brown was do:ing fin e , 
en j eyi ng t he support of some 
of the most virulent Natio
nalist rearitionaries . Yet 
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his success went to hi s head, 
as it had done thirty y ear s 
earli e r t o the head of Adolph 
Hitl er, Hitl e r committed the 
unbelievable folly of turning 
on Russia, and Mr Brown the 
unbelievable folly of turning 
on Dr Donges, Mr Anton Ru-
pe rt, Dr H.J. van Eck, a nd Dr 
Thom, Pri ncipal of the Unive r
sity of Stellenbosch. If he 
h a d been given tioe, he might 
in his obsession have turned 
on Mr Vorster hims e lf. But 
before he fell he was awarded 
the shining accolade of the 
Afrikaanse Studentebond, than 
which one can go no higher 
or lowe r. 

It was then that the stu
dents of Stellenbosch, cl a d 
in the snow-white a rmour of 
the v e ry pure, came out in 
r evolt, and denounced Mr 
Brown as a d anger to Afrika
nerdom. It happens so s e ldom 
tha t Stellenbosch denounces 
anything or a nybody on the 
right tha t many one-time b e 
lieve rs in libe rty, the ir 
s en ses dulled by years of 
capti vity , f e lt new hopes 
stirring in t he ir breas ts, 
and t a ppe d message to one 
another in the ir dungeons , 
"Youth is a ll right, die j eug 
is O.K." . Alas , my view is 
otherwise, a nd the cowardly 
p art of my self wishes it 
n eed not be, so tha t for once 
I could give praise to those 
whose views I have condemned 
so often, 

But I am not able to do 
so . The students of St e l
l enbosch have t u r ned on Mr 
Brown, not because he has 
done anything mean or wrong, 
but b e c au se he h as threa t en
ed t he unity of Afrikaner
dom. when h e attacked othe r s 
in,,his unbridled and bitter 
way , and in a manner which 
exceeded the bounds of de
cent and responsib le criti
cism, the students of Stel
lenbosch h a d nothing to say. 
The y ha ve no views on cha 
r acter- assass ina tion as such, 
only on cha r a cte r-assa ssina
tion of t he ir own peopl e . 
Not in them t he spirit of 
Volta ire who said, " I dis
agr ee with what you say, 
but I will figh t to the 
death for your right to say 
it." 

The r e is only one comfort 
to be drawn from this unedi
fying chapt e r, a nd that i s 
the character-assassina tion 
of Mr Br own . Or rather it 
was a suicide, for he did 
it h i mse lf. And of a ll such 
jobs h e has done , this one 
i s most to b e pr a i sed . 

Al a n Paton 



ting others to blow up a 
railway bridge at Middel
burg and the municipal offi
ces at Middelburg . 

A St ate wi tnes s said that 
he went from Steynsburg to 
Middelburg with Mr Silwana 
to attend a meet ing of the 
organisation . 

He said tha t a t thi s mee
ting Mr Silwana handed over 
seven cartridges and R7.75 
to Mr Phiti . 

He sai d Mr Phiti was des
cribed as the leader of the 
Middelbur g group . He said 
the cartridges and the money 
handed over to Mr Phiti were 
the contribution from the 
Steynsburg cell. 

The witness said tha t the 
blowing up of the r a i lway 
bridge a t Middelburg and the 
municipal offices at Mi dde l
burg were discussed at the 
meeting. 

The court found t hat the 
three accused had plotted 
to blow up a r ailway bridge 
near Midde lburg, the munici
pal offices in the location, 
and the loca l power station . 

The court a l so found that 
bombs and dynamite had been 
produced ~t a meeting held 
in Mr Phiti's house and that 
al l present had agreed t o 
the acts of sabotage. 

(14) 

**-l<·**** 

Fif~een Mi ddelburg men 
and two from Steynsburg were 
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found guilty in the Port 
Elizabeth Regional Court 
recently of being members 
of the bannsd Pan-Afr icanist 
Congress or Poqo and further 
ing its activities. 

Fi fteen of the men were 
sen t enced to four years' i m
prisonment; Mr Siphio Sep
tembe r was sentenced-to six 
ye~rs' impri sonment; and Mr 
Di nisile Jaxa to three years' 
i mprisonment. 

The men were found gui lty 
of attending meetings a t t he 
houses of Messrs Phiti and 
Henge in Middelburg during 
Febr uary and March . ( See 
above . ) 

The magistrate said he 
had tr8ated the evidence of 
the five State witnesses 
with caution, as three wer e 
accomplices. 

They had proved t o be r e
li able and trut hful, and he 
accepted their evidence which 
was corroborated in detail. 

The witnesses had admit
t ed bei ng members of Poqo . 

"In 1966 I do not think 
that any man is likely to 
clai m membership of Poqo," 
said the magistrat e . 

"These men do - it t akes 
a f airly stout heart to make 
such an admiss i on ." 

The magistrate r ejected 
the defence evi dence tha t 
none of t he men had atten 
ded the meetings . (15) 

* * * * * * 
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Senten c es t otalling 63 

years' i mprisonment wer e im
posed in the Regional Court, 
Goodwood recently on 17 con
victs found guilty on Poqo 
·charges. 

Mr Mart i n Masilo, who was 
ccnvicted on charges of be -

··1onging to an un l awful organi 
sation , Poqo or the Pan-Afri
c anist Congress, and of par
ticipat ing in activities to 
further its interests whi le 
i n jail at Robben Island and 
Bellville, was sentenced to 
a total of six years ' i mpri
sonment, three years on each 
count. 

Thre e othe r men were con 
victed on both counts· and 
each sentenced to three years 
for each count. The cou~t 
orde red tha t in the case of 
two of them , Messrs Justice 
Malsui and Simoh Kandi, part 

·· of the sent·ences should r un 
concurrently so that only 
five y ears of the term was 
·served . 

Part of the sentence of 
Mr Mland eli Tshomane was 
ordered t o run concurrently 
so that he serves only _four 
of the six years i mposed on 
him. 

The 13 who wer e convicted 
only on the charge of belon
ging to an un l awful organi
s a tion wer e each s entenced 
to three years' i mpri son 
ment. 

They 
Dladla, 

are: Messr s D6ugl a s 
Kleinbooi Mwali , 

·· Albert Mhlongo , Jame s Mata
beza , Boy Olifant, Bennet 
Sosibo, Isaac Mkhi zi , Di ck 
Faro Kumalo, Wilson Vena, 
Robert Mbokazi, Kai fas Ngo
bo, Zitule le Net i and Ben 
Nt l ant zana . 

In the case of the last 
six mentioned, the cour t 
orde~ed t hat one third of 
t he sentence should be sus 
pended for three years on 
t he condi ti on that during 
thi s time t hey are not con 
victed of contravening the 
Suppr essi on_ 
Act. . 

of Communism 

Thirteen other men and 
Mr Alfred Makabana, who es 
caped duri ng th'e trial and 
has not beeti recaptured, 
wer e found not guil ty and 
were acquitted . 

They are: Messrs Alfred 
Ph ontoma , Stanley I'llbambi, 
Carnleko Mzuzo, Fanyana Ce le , 
Tami Temba , Fanyana Sikakane , 
Livingstone Gumuza, Siphiwo 
Zuma, Johnny Vvso, Amos Ma
tinyani, Alson Mbata, Alfred 
Cele , and Joseph Ncwanga . 

The court found that al
.legations of homosexuality 
on t he part of St a t e w4tnes 
ses had rende r ed evidence 
unsatisfactory in certain 
cases and , in others, the r e 
was insuffici ent evidence 
t o allow a c onviction. 

* * * * * * * (16) 

Mr Zepth Mothopeng , a 


