
co tac~t 
Vol. 9 No. 6 

FOR UNIT~D NON-RACIAL ACTION 

October, 1966 
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COMMUNIST PARTY TRIALS 

Messrs David Ernst, Row
ley Arenstein and Joseph Fin
kelstetn were foWld guilty 
on one count of furthering 
the aims of Communism and 
were discharged on the re
maining two counts of being 
members of the Communist· Par
ty and of engaging in its 
activities. 

Mr Arenstein was jailed 
for four years, Mr Ernst for 
two-and-a-half ~ears and Mr 
Finkelstein given 18 months, 
15 months of which were sus
pended. 

An application for leave 
to appea l is to be made for 
Mr Arenstein. 

They appeared in the Rand 
Supreme Court r ecently on 
thre e charges under the Sup
pres sion of Conmunism Act. 

Messrs Er nst and Finkel
::J t ei n ha d pl eaded g uilty to 
ono count unde~ t he Suppr es-
sion of Communi sm Act. The 

count referred to the per
formance of acts calculated 
to further the achievements 
of any of the objects of 
C omni uni sm. · · 

Mr Jeffrey Rudin, a 180-
day detainee and the first 
State witness in the trial, 
said that for four days and 
nights after his arrest he 
was forced to stay awake 
while members of the Secu
rity Police interrogated him. 

Mr Rudin said that v1hile 
Mr Fischer was underground, 
he (Rudin) acted as his emis
sary and as Mr Fischer's di
rect and only contact with 
the Communist Party. Poli
tically , he wa s ve r y close 
to MT Fischer. 

He s a id he made c state
ment eventually because he 
r eali sed that ther e was no 
point in do-1yi ng t i1e party's 
ac t i vi -c i es . "As f ar a s I 
co~l d 6ee , t he Spec i a~ 
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Branch had all the evidence 
required. They asked me ques
tions which showed me they 
knew what was going on." 

However, questioned fur
ther, he agreed that he had 
supplied the Security Police 
with a mass of evidence. 

In his evidence-in-chief, 
Mr Rudin, who was warned as 
an accomplice, said that he 
met the three accus~d at the 
University of Natal, where 
they were studying. 

On the instructions of a 
Mrs Schermbrucker, he went 
to an open field in Johannes
burg last year and met Mr 
Fischer. He took Mr Fischer 
to a house in Knox Street, 
Bramley, where Mr Fischer 
went into hiding.· Later Mr 
Fischer told him to get in 
touch with Mr Arenstein, 
which he did through Mr 
Ernst. 

It was agreed that the 
first stage of the communist 
plan must be put into action. 
This included votes for all, 
the redistribution of land 
and the expropriation of in
dustry. 

Mr Rudin, described by 
the prosecutor as a 'former 
lieutenant of Mr Fischer', 
said he acted as a courier 
between .Mr Fischer and Natal. 
To his knowledge, Messrs 
Ernst and Arenstein were not 
members of the Communist 
Party. 

Another State wi tness, Mr 
,~,4elville Fletcher, a 180-day 
~eta i nee, said that Messrs 

, , E.rnst and Arenstein made no 
1 secret of the fact that they 

w~re Marxists. Both men sup
ported China in its ideologi
cal dispute with Russia. The 
dispute had aggravated a 
spl~t among Marxists in Dur
ban. 

Mr Fletcher told the jud
ge that Mr Arenstein was in
terested in political deve
lopments in the Transkei. 
Mr Arenstein had been in con
t act with people in the Trans
kei. These people had been 
his clients. On occasion 
they visited him in Durban. 

Mr Fletcher said that Mr 
Arenstein had been violent
ly opposed to Umkonto We Siz
we, ' mili tant wing of the 
African National Congress'. 

Secret Agent, Q082, Det.
Sgt John Brookes, gave evi
dence of his association 
with .Mr Ernst. 

:t said that Mr Ernst 
toola.1pim to a folk song club 
whi~ ~e (Ernst) tried to 
ge,etognised by the Stu
den r •Repre sentative Coun-
ci -e"0 .Natal Un:i,versity. 

' flrookes was told by an 
alle. ed""Marxist that v7hen he 
becCn~ a student at Natal 
University he should 'look 
for good material' and get 
to know people with the right 
ideas. 
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Mr Brookes said that he 
planned to become a student 
at Natal University . He dis
cussed his plans v.ri th Mr Ern
st in Durban in January,1966. 

Mr Ernst advised him to 
keep out of politics during his 
first year at University. 
But with his marxist train
ing, Mr Ernst said that he 
could start 'working on peo
ple'. He made it clear that 
'the movement' was represen
ted on NUSAS (National Union 
of South African Students). 

Mr Ernst had a poor opi
nion of communists in Johan
nesburg. He said that Gerald 
Ludi had not known much about 
Marxismj but was accepted by 
the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party simply be
cause he was a nice fellow . 

Mr Ernst had told him that 
'the movement ' had made phe
nomenal progress in the Trans
kei and was making life dif 
ficult for Chief Matanzima, 
head of the Transkei Govern
ment . 

Mr James Dunn, anothe r 
secret agent, worked for the 
Security Police under the 
pretence of being a crayfish 
trader in the Transkei, it 
was disclosed ·i n court. 

Mr Dunn said that during 
a meeting in Durban, he had 
told Mr Ar enstein t hat he 
was being persecuted and had 
been threatened with arrest 
because of his crayfish tra-

ding activities. He had ask
ed Mr Arenstein to help him . 
Mr Arenstein had promised to 
do so. 

Mr Dunn said that when he 
returned to the Transkei he 
conveyed Mr Arenstein's re
gards t o Chief Sabata and Mr 
Jackson Nkosiyane, who were 
leaders of the Transkeian 

,J 
Democratic Party . 

He visited Durban again 
i n August, 1965, conveying 
messages from Chief Sabata 
and Mr Nkosiyane to Mr Aren
stein. 

Mr Dunn said that Mr Aren 
stein told him that he (Mr 
Dunn) should do all in his 
power to stay in the Trans
kei as he could be a great 
help to him and the Democr a
tic Party. Mr Arenstein 
said that the Communist Party 
was wel l organised in the 
Transkei. 

Mr Dunn said that during 
one of their meetings, Mr 
Arenstein had advised hin to 
go to Eastern Pondoland and 
get in touch with Chief Botha 
Sigcau . Mr Arenstein said 
the chief was a Government 
supporter and Mr Dunn could 
get his blessing for a cray
fis h venture. 

He went to see the chief 
but he was not available . 

At the close of the State 
case, Mr Ernst pleaded guil
ty t o one count and it was 
announced that Nir Arensteini 
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who had previous ly conduc 
t ed hi s own case , would be 
defended by Mr D. Kuny . 

Mr Arens t e i n then gave 
evi dence . He did not take 
t he oat h , bu t gave an af
firmation . 

He said he had practi
sed as an attorney in Dur
b an since 1 947 . He h ad 
b een a r r es t e d on July 6 
t h i s y ear. He s a i d his 
practice was ' not i n a g ood 
conditi on at t he moment' . 

Mr Ar enstein sai d he 
was □arried with t wo child 
r en . He joined the old 
Communist Party of South 
Africa in Septemb er,1 938 , 
and was a membe r until the 
organisation was banned 
in 1 950 . 

Mr Ar enstein said tha t 
in 1960 he h eard t h3t a 
new or gani sati on , t he 
South Afric an Communi st 
Part y, h ad come into exi s 
t ence . He had never b een 
a memb e r of this party . 

In 1952 he was chairmm1 
of t he Congress of Demo
cra t s , but the fol l owing 
y ear was b a nned f or these 
e.ct i v i ties . 

Mr Ar enst e i n said he re 
garded himself as part of 
the National Liberati on 
Mov ement which c onsisted 
of organisations and peopl e 
wh o wer e fighting f or a 
d emocratic society in South 
Africa. He said t h is move -

men t was not an organisati on . 
Re f e rring to h is activities 

bef ore 1950, Mr Ar enstein sai d 
he had b een opposed to a 
schools boycott and the r esis 
tance campaign . He had felt 
that t here uas no need to 
adopt unlavrful me t hods . 

In 1960 he and other ' lia
talGpeople' had opposed a 
Congress Al liance scheme t o 
h a v e 1 0,000 people sent to 
jail as part of a mass diso
bedi&nce campaign . The scheme 
h ad never materi a lised . 

Mr Arenstein said he had 
been ver y muct opposed to 
sabotage . He told Mr Justice 
Cillie tha t when acts of sa
botage we r e performed i n 1961 
he had tried everythi ng in 
his power to persuade people 
t hat sabotage was wr ong . As 
a result of his at ti tude , he 
i ncurred the wrath of people 
and was ' sent t o coventry '. 
Many pe ople r efused t o t a l k 
t o h i m and a tt empted t o iso
l a t e him . 

During the trial , Mr Al
b e rt Dhl omo, a 180- day det a i
nee, was sentenced for r e 
fus i ng t o t ake the oath and 
g ive evi denc e for the State 
against the t hree accus ed . 

He said he would b e a 
trait or t o h i s peopl e if h e 
gave evidence for . the State. 

Mr H. J . Li ebenb e r g , S ,C ., 
appear ed for the State . Mr 
F . Zwarenst e in, S. C., with 
him Mr D. Kuny a nd Mr H. 
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Two Port Elizabeth m·e,n··, · 
Messrs James Ngqondela-·and 
Philimon Sulumba, who appea
red in the Humansdorp Regio
nal Court recent ly on char
ges under the Suppression of 
Com!iluriism feet, were senten
ced to five years and four 
years in jail respectively . 

They were found guilty of 
activities involving the Af 
rican Nationd Congress (ANC) . 

Both ' of the convicted men 
refused pro deo ' defence . 

Both men are prisoners on 
Robben Island, whe~e they 
have been servi ng sentences 
for political crimes,. 

I I 

Mr James Ngqonde~a was 
convicted on three qounts un
der the Suppression,of Com
munism Let on September 8 . 

Be wa~ sentenced to five 
years' imprison~ent for so
liciting and contribut i ng 
funds to the·barined ANCifor 
a llowing meetings of the or
ganisation to be •held in his 
hcue, and for car ryi ng on 
the activities of t he orga
nisation . 

Mr Ngqondela appeared in 
Lpril, 1964, ~ith t en others, 
and was convicted of being a 
member of the ANC and sen
tenced to t wo years 1 impri-

sonment . Seven of the ac
cused were acquitted . 

Mr Gilbert Yonke, who had 
been in custody with . Mr Ngqo
ndela since the preceding 
July , was a lso c~nvicted, a s 
were Messrs Charles Matshaba, 
Kolisiie Wi llem and Daniel 
Stewpa - all of whom have 
been cppvicted tin further 
counts this year . 

Mr Yonke was sentenced to 
four-arid - a-half years' impri
sonment, Messrs Matshaba , Wil 
lem and°· ste"mpa to five years 
each , 

Mr Philimon Sulumba was 
sentenced to four year s' im
prisonment on September 15 , 
for soliciting and contribu
ting to funds of the banned 
ANC, and for holdi ng meetings 
of the organisation . 

He pr eviously appeared in 
Graaff- R~inet, in July, 1964, 
with 73 others , and was con
victed_ of bei ng a member of 
the AN C. 

Others who appeared i n 
the same trial we re convic
t ed of further counts at Hu
mansdorp this year . 

They were Messrs Holiday 
Jint a, fi.aron Mahon tsa, and 
James Hedashe - each serrt_en
ced to four- and- a -half years ' 
imprisonment. 

There are ~el i eved 'to be 
another eleven trials fdrth
com{ng t his year involving 
about 80 accused . 

(2) 
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The State recently paid 
for the defence of a politi
cal prisoner in the Johannes
burg lower courts for the 
first tiine. 

Mrs F .N. Kentridge was ap
pointed to defend Mrs Susan 
Motsepe by the Bar Council 
at the request of the Chief 
Magistrate . 

Mrs Motsepe, a 66-year-old 
housewife, was sentenced to 
twelve months' imprisonment 
suspended for three years for 
belonging to the Federation 
of South African Women . 

The magistrate found that 
it was unlawful for Mrs Mot
sepe, who was a member of the 
African National Congress be-

._fore it was banned, to con
tinue to belong to the Fede
ration. of South African Wo
men after a Government notice 
in December, 1962. 

The notice barred people 
who had been members of the 
ANC from belonging to certain 
other organisation~, one of 

. which was the Federation. 
Mrs Kentridge said that 

Mrs Motsepe had openly re
mained a member of the Fede
ration for the last four 
years because she had not 
known of the Government no
tice. 

The police, she said, had 
regularly a ttended t he Fede 
ration's meetings over this 
period and had never drawn 
Mrs Motsepe's a ttention to 

the notice. 
The magistrate said that 

he was taking Mrs Motsepe's 
age into account in suspen
ding her sentence. 

(3) 

PJ'.N-AFRICANIST CONGRESS 
TRIALS 

~The constitution of the 
banned Pan- Africnnist Con
gress demonstrated clearly 
that the organisation envi
saged the overthrow of 
White domination in South 
Africa by force and violence, 
a Durban Regional Court 
magistrate said recently. 

He sentenced Mr Mandleni 
Mbele to six years' impri
sonment after he had been 
found guilty of five counts 
of contravening the Suppres
sion of Communism Act . 

The first count, which 
related to Mr Mbel e being 
an office-bearer or member 
of an unlawful organisation, 
~as taken separately, but 
the other four, relating to 
his furthering and carrying 
on the a ims of an unla~ful 
organisation,: were treated 
as one for the purpose of 
sentence. 

Mr Mbele was sentenced 
to three years' imprisonment 
on each count. 

The magistrate said the 
charges against Mr Mbele 
were so serious that the 
court was not prepared to 
consider the imposition of 

( cont • on p • 9 ) 
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Longview by 

ALAN PATON 
Recently there appeared 

three excellent articles on 
the wages of the ~oor by our 
National Chairman. This is 
a question to which Liberals 
have devoted some time, but 
not enough. The United Sta
tes has t aught the world the 
bitter lesson that the pro
mise of civil rights and of 
political statusr if not ac
companied by on advance in 
other fields, notably the 
e.conomic, can actually bring 
violence and death. 

It is my belief that not 
only the peace of the Un ited 
St~tes, not only the peace 
of South Africa, but also 
the peace of the world itself, 
depends on the elimination of 
poverty. The problem of po-. 
verty is given a further and 
dangerous dimension by the 
fact that white people are 
with some exceptions much 
better off than black people, 
and that white nations are 
without exception much bet
ter off than black nations. 

So to poverty is added 
colour difference, and to 

the~ is added the heritage 
of slav5ry and the colonia
list period, deep resent
ments and hates that are sud
denly uglily bared in towns 
and cities that thought they 
were doing fine. 

The policy of our Govern
ment is to prevent these 
explosions by a policy ·of 
r ac i a l separation, which may 
one day, we are now told, be
come a policy of total terri
torial separation of races, 
and by intimidating and re
stricting and punishing 
those who resist the policy 
with vigour. 

Now there is a new school 
of thought, largely English
speaking, that argues that 
it is political realism to 
accept this policy as come 
to stay, and to work with it 
and to liberalise it as much 
as possible (which means, I 
assume, to try to remove its 
cruelties). 

I do not belong to this 
school for reasons which I 
have set out before. Sepa
rate development wi~l in my 
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opinion one day collapse in 
ruins, and I ask myself,what 
happens then? Of one thing 
I am certain, that if the 
present shocking disparity 
between white and black wa
ges st i~l obtains , the pros
pects will be grim. We shall 
have to pass through the same 
agonising experience through 
which the United States is 
now passing, but with only a 
portion of her hope of nain
taining some measure of law 
and order for a period long 
enough to make change possi
ble. 

My thes i s is simply this, 
and I offer it to men of al l 
politic al beliefs. 7/hatever 
policy finally triumphs, it 
wil l not triumph because of 
its own virtue; it will 
triumph only if the shock
ing disparities of white and 
black living have been wi ped 
out, or are well on the ~ay 
to being wi ped out. 

I am not a materialist of 
fering a materialist solution. 
It is my belie f that the deep 
r esentments and hat es that 
bare themselves so u g lily in 
American towns and cities 
exist here too, and t hat one 
of the ways to cure them is 
to give men and women a chan
ce to live decent mat e ri a l 
lives, a chance to forget 
past indignities and depri-

vations, a chance to forget 
that there was once a time 
when most of the black peo
ple of South Africa earned 
only one - quarter of what 
whi te people earned, when mos t 
of them lived below what is 
called the poverty datum line, 
which is a line on which peo
ple live simply because t hey 
don't die. 

We 'd better be starting on 
this job soon, Mr Vorster, be 
cause if you don't, none of 
your schemes will come to any
thing. It's no use boasting 
of our Christian civilisation 
when the average white income 
is four times the average 
black i ncome . That ' s what 
the world sees, not the beau
tiful pictures i n Panor ama . 

There are big pr ob l ems in 
front of you, Mr Vorst er, 
what with United Nations , 
and South West Africa a n d 
Rhodesia . And you may find 
some kind of solution for 
them, and you may find oil 
in the Karroo, but if you 
don ' t find some kind of so
lution of the problem of 
black poverty, you won't 
have f ound anything at all . 
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He said he wished to point 
out that although the PAC 
was banned in 1960, Mr Mbele 
was still carrying on · the 
activities of the organisa
tion, both inside and out
side the borders of the Re
public. 

The magistrate said that 
the court was shocked to 
r ead a circula r issued by 
the PAC in January l ast year 
addressed t o 'Dear Son of 
the Soil' and bearing the 
PAC war cry 'Izwe Lethu 1 • 

The circular began with 
an alleged quotation by Din
gaan , King of the Zulus, 
which, translat ed , read : 
'Drink this cup, Nzobo, be
cause tomorrow you wil l 
drink the White Man's blood'. 

The circular ended: 'For
ward ever, backward never. 
One man , one gun .' (4) 

Mr Nimrod Dlamini, who 
incited labourers to join 
the militant Poqo organisa
tion, and then embark upon 
a programue of public vio
lence, including the killing 
of White overseers at a com
pound, the attacking of po
lice and the cutting of t e 
lephone wires, was sentenced 
in the Durban Regional Court 
recently to a total of three
.and-a-half years' imprison
ment, but will serve only 
two-and-a-half years. 

The State had alleged 
that, be tween November,1965 
and .March this ye ar, Mr Dla
mini incited labourers at 
the Jimbela conpound, Unzin
to, to commit public violen-
ce. 

The State also a lleged 
that he incit ed the labour
ers to buy weapons and to 
kill Whites . 

ae incited them furthe r 
to burn their passbooks and 
to join 'our organisation', 
Poqo, the militan t wing of 
the Pan-Africanist Congress . 

On this charge Mr Dl ami
ni was sentenced to t wo- and 
a-half years. On these
cond count of inciting oth
ers to join Poqo , he was 
sentenced to one year, the 
two sentences to run con-
currently . ( 5) 

.Sixteen men from Bariaan
spoort Prison are appearing 
i n the Pretoria Regional 
Court charged with belong
ing to the Pan- Africanist 
Congress or alternatively 

. furthering the ains of the 
PAC directly or indiiectly. 

The men are: Mes~rs Hen
drik Bahole, Sam Malgas, 
Timothy Gumede, Dennis Mal
uka, Solomon Sesenye, Gal
lat Mbata,. Lefu Molefe , 
Bennett Molete, George Mat
seko, Benjamin Nzamo, Al
fred Banny, Teub,. 1Ianga, 
Michael Daniso, Leno_se 
Mugoma, Stanley Mbetha, 

and Eliot Dube. 



- 10 -
They all pleaded not guil

ty to all the charges. 
A long-term prisoner, 

witness 'A' from the Baviaans
poort Prison, told the court 
that he was imprison2d on Rob
ben Island in 1962. 

'A' said that on Robben Is
land he met members of the PAC 
and members of the ANC. 

At a meeting held by the 
PAC in cell 12 on the island, 
'A' said he saw four of the 
accused. 

Mr Bahole was chairman 
of the meeting. 

At another meeting, Mr 
Bahole discussed with various 
men ho~ South Africa could 
be 'taken from the Whites'. 

Mr Bahole told the men 
tha t the country would be 
'taken from the Whites' by 
fighting and bl oodshed. 

A witness 'B' said the 
PAC plan was to repla ce the 
Whites with a purely 'Black 
Socialist State'. 

The PAC recognised no 
minority rights, he added. 

If the PAC succeeded in 
its aims the Blacks would 
be the legislators in South 
Africa and the country's 
industries would be nationa 
lised, he said. 

The PAC wanted to unite 
all the Blacks in the four 
provinces of the Republic 
and induce them to revolt. 
Military installations were 
to be attack_ed and I small, 

young and old whites' would 
_be murdered in order to 
break dorm morale among 
White South Africans, he 
said. 

The PLC told Africans they 
must be prepared to sacrifice 
and suffer in order to achi
eve their aims, he said. 

S,ongs were sung at c er-
t ain PAC meetings. Among 
these songs was one which 
included words to the effect 
'We are not afraid of Dr 
Verwoerd. We will hit him 
here in Africa'. 

1 B' said the PAC and the 
ANC differed in that the 
ANC was in favour of foreign 
troops coming to South Afri
ca and the PAC was against 
it. 

'B' said the first people 
he spoke to when he arrived 
on Robben Island were Mr 
Bahole and Mr Dube. Mr Ba
hole was working in the 
jail's kitchens and it was 
possible for him to smuggle 
letters between Robert So
bukwe and other members of 
the PAC on the island . 

Among the methods used 
for smuggling letters was 
to place the letters between 
sandwiches delivered to So
bukwe for his meals . 

Mr Sobukwe was able to. 
issue orders to members of 
the PAC even while he was 
imprisoned on Robben Island, 
'B' said . 



- 11 -

ITi tne ss ' C', a former sec 
r e tary of t he PAC i n Baviaans
poort Pri son , sai d PAC member s 
i mprisoned in Bavi aanspoort had 
plans to atta ck and kill the war
der s . The pri soners then inter,ded 
to break i n to the prison ar~ 
moury, ar m themselves and in-
vade Pr e t ori a . 

This would be the s i gn for 
a r evolution , starting i n 
Pret oria, he said . 

A wi tness ' D', who i s ser
ving a prevention of crime 
sent ence a t Baviaanspoort Pri
son , told the court he had 
been present at various PAC 
meet i ngs held in the prison . 

At one of these meetings , 
Mr Benjamin Nzumo , one of 
t he PAC pri soner s , said t hat 
when he was dischar ged from 
the prison a t the end of his 
sent ence he would arrange for 
guns to be hidden a t a spot 
near the prison wher e priso
ners worked during the day . 

The plan was for the pri
soner s to uncover the weapons 
when they -began work in the 
morning and use them to kill 
the warders . 

The tria l i s proceeding. 
Mr A. I. Labuschagne prosecu-
t ed . ( 6) 

Two men from Langa, Cape 
Town, Messrs Moshekile Beleni 
and Mpolose Mangqangwana , 
appeared at the Cape Town 
Crimina l Sessions on three 

charges under the Suppr es
sion of Communism Act . 

The State alleged that 
·the men conspir ed wi th 107 
0ther men to overthrow the 
Government by acts of vio
lence, including guerilla 
warfare and sabotage, and 
that they incited nine of 
the men to train for gue
ri"ila w·arfare and sabo
tage. 

The tffo men were a l so 
cha r ged with t aking 'part 
in Poqo activities and 
having been office - bearers 
of Poqo . 

Summarisi ng the eviden
ce, Mr van Schal kwyk, for 
the Sta te, said the first 
wi t ness, ' A', would t es 
tify tha t he joined the 
PAC in 1962 . Two years 
l ater he was sent to Ba
sutoland on PAC business . 

Here, ' A' would say, 
he stayed a t Thakalikoala, 
a hotel in Maseru, with 
a number of r esi dent trai
n ees of the PAC. 

At the hotel they heard 
lectures by the'Cresiden
ti a l Council' on the a ims 
and ideology of the PAC 
and the principles of gue
rilla warfare. 

' A' would also hand in 
a 'disciplinary code' of 
the PAC , Nir van Scha lkwyk 
said . 

'B' would describe how 
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he rose in the PAC to become 
chief organiser for the Wes
tern Cape~ ·He would say par
ties were held in Langa to 
raise funds for the PAC . 

1 C' would say he was given 
tickets and money to go to 
Lesotho, where he stayed a t 
the 'guerrilla hot el'. There, 
he would say, he was taught 
to make pang as. 

' D' would say he was taught 
~o make home-made bombs and 
bull ets. 

1 1 1 would say the accused 
men told him to go to Leso
tho vi a Port Elizabeth. Af
ter three weeks he was told 
to return to Cape Town. 

Mr van Scha lkwyk said 'I' 
would describe a meeting of 
the 'presidential council ' 
where plans were discussed 
to derail the Blue Train in 
the Hex River Mountains . 

1 He will s&y he was in
structed to take responsi
bility for this and use :Mr 
Mangqangwana as an agent in 
Cape Town~ He was told to 
ask whether Mr Mangqangwana 
had acquired the rail span
ners f9r the operation', Mr 
van Schal kwyk said. 

'Mr Mangqangwana s aid he 
had found these spanner s and 
had sent someone to watch 
the Blue Train ·to ascert a in 
the time when it would reach 
th~ p~int where it would be 
derailed.' 

-Wi tness 'K' would say he 
went to a railway tunnel in 

the Hex Rive r mount ains and 
inspected it for possible 
sabotage . sites, Mr van Schalk
wyk continued . 

' He was sent twice to Na
rnaqualand to look for hide
outs for guerrilla fighters. 
On a third occasion he went 
to mountains near Paarl for 
a similar purpose . 

'He also went to get span
ner s to be used on the bolts 
on the r E!.ilway · lines . He was 
with Mr Mangqangwana: when he 
hid these spanners. He poin
t ed out the place where they 
were hidden to the police, 
who found them there .' 

1M' would say he worked 
on the rail ways, where he 
assisted in the obtaining of 
r ail spanners, Mr van Schalk
wyk said. 

The first witness, ' A', 
said he was taught road work 
and exe~cises at the 'guer
rilla hotel' in Lesotho. 

They were taueht five 
principles of guerrilla war
fare, but he could remember 
only four - superior discip
line, mobility, obeying the 
lea der, and concealment. 

The aims of the PAC were 
to overthrow the South Afri
can Government by me·an·s of 
guerrilla warfare and insti
tute a socia l democracy, ' A' 
said.· 

A former 'chief organiser' 
of Foqo said that about 70 
members of Poqo had driven 
from Langa to Gordon's Bay 



in five buses to elect a 
Langa regional committee, 

The man, witness ' B' ,also 
said a network of executive 
Poqo committees and cells 
was set up a t Langa, Stellen
bosch, Paarl and Eerste Ri
ver. 

Earlier a police photo
grapher, Sgt. B.H. Gelden
hµys, told the court of a 
journey to the main Cape 
Town-Johannesburg r a ilway 
line where , in the Hex River 
Pass, a spot was pointed out 
to him by an African who said 
the r ai l could have been loo
sened, . Sgt. Geldenhuys pho
tographed four places on the 
line. 

Answering the Judge, Sgt . 
Geldenhuys said thatj in so 
f ar as he could observe , a 
loose outside rail at one 
point might cause the engine 
to topple. 

Witness 1 C' said that in 
late 1965 Mr Mangqangwana, 
one of the accused, asked 
him. to go to Lesotho. 

1 1 asked him what I was 
going to do there and he 
told me that I was to deli
ver a message &bout acer
tain man in hospital. 

1 1 agreed to go but I was 
nervous. Mr Mangqangwana 
said I had bett~r hurry to 
catch the train leaving 
Cape Town at 6 p.m. 1 

The witness sa~d that at 

13 

Cape Town station Mr . Mang
qangwana met him and handed 
him a rail ticket to Elliot, 
R24 in cash , and a piece of 
paper on TThich there were 
certain writings . 

He then travelled by va
rious means to Lady Grey. 
Following instructions, he 
boarded a bus there with 
the intention of travelling 
to Quthing in Lesotho. But 
at Herschel he turned back 
as he had no permit nor 
passport to cross the bor
der. 

The witness then told of 
four Poqo meetings held a t 
Langa in 1964 and 1965 i n 
houses, and alongside a foot
ball field. At these meet
ings the Poqo salute was 
given . 

' At one meeting, we were 
told to make pangas. 1 

He said he had first 
heard of members being sent 
to Lesotho for military trai
ning in July, 1963, when he 
at tended a meeting in a 
house in Langa. 

Mr Beleni , one of the 
accused, told another man 
at the meeting that he was 
to go to Lesotho as the or
ganisation was determined 
that all task force leaders 
had to go to Lesot ho 'to 
be tra ined as soldiers'. 

At a subsequent meeting 
Mr Beleni told t wo other 

;. 
.1 
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men that they were to be 
sent to Lesotho. He told 
them : ".Te want this country, 
Africa. ~e must be tough 
and fight the White man'. 

He handed the t wo men R20 
each and rail tickets. Mr 
Mangqangwuna v1ent to see 
them off at the railway sta
tion. 

Asked by Mr van Schalkwyk, 
for the State, where the mo
ney came from to send Poqo 
members to Lesotho the wit
ness said: ' We used to hold 
parties for the organisation. 1 

Cross-examined by Mr M. 
Seligson, for the accused , 
the witness said he was ar
r est ed on ~,larch 22 and had 
been kept in custody ever 
since, When arrested he had 
admitted to the police that 
he was a member of Poqo and 
firmly believed in the a ims 
and objects of the organi
sation. 

He was prepared tu go 
against the oath of the or
ganisation and divulge i nfor
mation because 'I wan t ed to 
t ell the truth and get out 
of the organisation. I did 
not wan t to get into any 
troubl e ', he said, 

Asked by Mr Tebbutt, the 
Judge, whethe r he was concer
ned about the fact that he 
had implicated the accused , 
he said: 'I am not concerned'. 

Witness 'D' said that in 

March, 1965, he wen t to Le
sotho and learnt how to 
make a bomb. He described 
how he had made a bomb and 
s aid that , he ha·d also made 
six bullets. 

The man then described a 
variety of powders wh\ch had 
been used with other compo
nents, all of which were 
fitted i nto a 'fish tin' to 
make a home-made bomb. 

The trial is proceeding. 
Mr G.D. van Schalkwyk c>..nd 
Mr D. van Reenen appeared 
for the State, Mr J .B. de 
R. van Gend and Mr M. Selig
son appeared pro Deo for the 
two men . 

(7) 

MISCELLANEOUS TRIALS· 

The political assassina
tion of Chief Kaiser Matan 
zima was compassed , and 
blood money for the purpose 
was solicited, an Appeal 
Court found r ecently. 

It dismissed the appeal 
of t wo members of the Trans
kei .Legisla tive Assembly 
against sentences of seven 
years each for incit ement 
to murder. 

The two, who were Oppo
sition Democratic Party 
members, were Messrs J ack
son Nkosiyane and Nicodemus 
Nogcantsi. 

The judge found that the 
purpose of making incitement 
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a punish~ble offence was to 
discourage persons from seek
ing to influence the minds 
of others towards the commis
sion of crimes. 

It was ·clear that RlOO was 
to be paid in blood mone~. 

More i!;b8.ll a 1 oan, i t was 
a request to a fellow -Oppo
sition membar of the Assem
bly that he assist i n the 
payment of blood money in 
order to compass a polit ical 
assassination', the judge 
said. (See Contact July, 
1966) 

( 8) 

Dr Gangathura Naicker, a 
medical practitioner, was 
sentenced in the Regional 
Court, Durban, r ecently to 
a total of fourteen months' 
imprisonment on two counts 
of contravening banning or
ders served on him- under the 
Suppression of Communism Act. 

Dr Naicker noted an ap
peal against his conviction, 
Bail of RlOO was allowed 
pending the outcome of the 
appeal. 

The first count on which 
he was found guilty was that 
he att ended a social gather
ing. He was found guilty on 
the second count of failing 
to give notice of a change 
of address after being evic
ted from his home by a court 
order in terms of the Group 

:.--~ t.:j ·' 
,-►.-,_ .. ~ -~.,.., .. 

Mr Alan Paton , who gave 
evidence for the defence, 
said tha t he had been i nvi
ted by Dr Naicker to his 
home in order to discuss Dr 
Naicker's son's education. 
There wa s nothi ng sinister 
in the meeting. (See Con
tact September, 1966) 
- (9) 

A proclamati on by the 
State Pr esident in the 'Go
vernment Gazette', declaring 
the South African Defence 
and Aid Fund to be an unlaw
ful organisation, led to a 
civil action in the Supreme 
Court, Cape Town recently. 

The Minister of Justice, 
defendant in an action by 
the Fund and by Dr Raymond 
Hoffonbor g , who was chairman 
of the Fund's management 

-committee when t he proclama
tion came into force, deli
vered an eY~eption t o a com
bined summons by both plain
tiffs. 

This exception has been 
dismissed by the Court with 
costs. · 

The Fund and Dr Hoffen
berg said in papers that the 
procl~mation R77 of 1966 
appeared in the 'Government 
Gazette' on March 18 this 
year. 

It declared the organisa
tion to be unlawful. 

The plaintiffs averred ' 
that in order to be able 
validly to issue such pro-

' " 
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clamation the State President 
had to be satisfied about a 
number of points. 

These included: That the 
Fund professed by name or 
otherwise to be an organisa
tion for pTopagating the prin
ciples or promoting the ~spread 
of Communism. 

The Fund and Dr Hoffenberg 
contended tha t there were no 
grounds u pon which the St a te 
President could have satis
fi ed hims e lf a s to these mat
ters. 

If grounds wer e placed be 
fore him they wer e without 
foundation. 

The State Pr esident had 
f a iled to satisfy himself; 
in purporting to satisfy him
self he di d not apply his 
mind to the r e l evant facts , 

The plaintiffs asked for 
an order setting aside the 
procl amation, alternative 
r elie f and costs. 

The Minister supported 
his notic e of exception on 
a number of claims , among 
them tha t the matteri s e t 
forth in l aw had been l eft 
to the subjective opinion or 
persona l satisfacti on of the 
State President. 

The decision of the State 
President could not be im
pugned in a court of l aw on 
the grounds tha t to persons 
other than the Stute Pr esi
dent the decision mi ght ap
pear erroneous, inequitabl e 

or unreasonable. 
Other averments did not 

contain any al l egation that 
the Stat e President, in sa~ 
tisfying himself, ac t ed mala 
fide or dishonestly or was 
actuated by an improper mo
tive , 

The combined summons· d·id 
no more than to invite the 
court t o substitute its de
c i s ion for tha t of the St ate 
Pr esi dent. 

The Mi niste r asked that 
the combined summons be set 
aside with costs. 

The Minister wil l now 
have to file-a plea , after 
which . the matt er will go to 
trial. 
· Mr L. R. Dison;: i nstructed 

by Frank, Bernadt and Joffe, 
appeared for the Fund and 
for Dr Hoffenberg. 

~r G.G. Hoexter, S.C., 
and• Mr J.D. M. Swart , instruc 
t ~d by the Deputy St a t e At
torney, appeared £or the Mi
nister of Justice. 

(10) 

A 44-Year-ol~ i abourer, 
fur Maje s ane Mal a f e tsane Geel
booi, was found guilty in 
Bloemfont ei n r ec ently of in
citing f arm l abourers to 
destroy t heir pass books and 
burning the pass books of 
three. 

He was f i ned R5 0 ( or three 
months) on the c_hq,rge of in
citement , nnd for destroying 
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the pass books he was sen-
tenced to 18 months' impri
sonment, of which 12 months 
were conditionally suspended 
for three years. 

Mr Geelbooi wns found not 
guilty of promot ing hostile 
feeling~ betwee n Africans 
and rihites. (11) 

The Appeal Court recently 
allowed the appeal of Mr 
Isaac Heyman against his sen
tence of 12 months' imprison
ment imposed upon him by the 
Rand Supreme Court for having 
refused to give evidence in 
the trial of Mr Jackson Fuzi
lu and others in November 
last year. 

The appeal of Mr Philip 
Selle against his sentence 
of 12 months' imprisonment 
in the s a me matter was dis
missed. 

At an earlier hearing,Mr 
Soggot, who appeared for the 
appellants, argued that the 
Supreme Court had erred or 
a lternat ive l y committed a 
misdirection in refusing to 
allow Mr Heymann the servi
ces of an attorney and/or an 
advocate. This refusal re
sulted in a failure of jus
tice. Mr Selle 's request to 
have the services of a re
presentative was also not 
granted. 

Mr Soggot said the appel 
l ants had found themselves 
in the case very much in the 

position of an accused . They 
were brought to court from 
imprisonment incommunicado, 

A person in such a posi
tion might be in dire need 
of professional assistance, 

No person other than an 
advocate or un a ttorney 
could be of true assistance 
to a recalcitrant witness 
who~might seek the advice 
of a privileged consulta
tion. 

Mr Soggot said that sen 
t ence was in al l the circum
stances excessive and there 
were insufficient or no 
grounds justifying the im
position of the maximum 
petialt7, 

Miss v an den Reever, for 
the State, a rgued that Mr 
Heymann had been regard ed 
as an ac complice and was 
required to testify in a 
crimina l trial, He s aid he 
did not i ntend to give evi
dence and indicated that he 
des ired to consult counsel, 

With regard to Mr Sel l e, 
Miss van den Reever said he 
had a lso been regarde d a s 
an accomplice and after 
being sentenced to five days 1 

imprisonment for refusing 
to testify ·again refused. 
The court found that he,had 
no just excuse for refusing. 

It might be conceded 
that an accused person has 
a fundamental right to the 
ass i stance of lega l advi-

J 
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sers, but a witness has no , . il 
such right. · 

There ar e no i ssues to be 
resolved aa between him and 
another litigan t and an ad
vocate briefed on his behalf 
would have no locus standi 
to participat e i n proceedings. 

(12) 
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ANTI-ANTI-ANTI-COMMUNISTS 

The conference on Commu
nism provided the expected 
amount o f en tertainment for 
the scept ica l and irreverent . 
And irreve r ence , a t the 
least, is the only atti tude 
r easonable people can adopt 
to that kind of discuss ion . 
For statements like 'Commu
nism is the highest form of 
Capi t alism' , or 'Those who 
believe in the Virgin Birth 
should b e segregated fr om 
those who do not', there is 
no proper respons e but a 
guffaw . 

To leave it a t t hat, 
however, woul d be dangerous . 
The beli ef tha t r eason will 

. inevitably and of itself 
have more p ower over men's 
minds than unreason ,though 
one of t he b asic democratic 
i~eas, is not valid . Rea
son, like a ll other virtues , 
demands vigi lance and eff ort 
if it is to survi ve . TTe 
should r emi nd ourselves 



that the idea s of Hitler, 
insane and ridiculous though 
they were, took hold of Ger
many for a generation and 
ultimately convulsed the 
whole of Europe; and that 
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the 'thought' of Mao Tse 
Tung, which seems to us sheer 
raving idiocy, controls the 
minds and actions of millions 
of enthusias tic Chinese. 

In South Africa we have 
to be very much on our guard. 
The men her e who create syl
logisms like 'Jews are capi
talists; but Jews are a lso 
Communists ; therefore commu
nists are capitalists' or who 
consider ' enlightenment ' a s 
nn 'enemy', are not the luna
tic frin ge - not the Birchers 
or Mosleyites Qf bappier demo
cracies, but peopl e at the 
c entre of power who command 
great public support. Here, 
if anywhere, the temptation 
to believe that what is pre
posterous need not be taken 
seriously, must be resisted. 

Our contempt and -~y 
of wha t is manifestl · :q,;r,ea-
sonable has to be exp essed 
publicly and often.~st 
not feel a lofty un~n 
with what is beneatlno
tice of sensible peo ' ·\Pr 
be paralysed with hel . eiPB 

exasperation. Reason is a 
potent though not invinci
ble force, and we must be 
conscious of upholding it 
and vindicating it whenever 
we can. We, also, must 
'know our enemy'; and for 
Liberals the enemy is the 
power of unreason as much 
as the power of prejudice 
and greed. 

KATE 

QUOTES 

Major-General van den Bergh 
is reported as having said, 
"You know when a Jew gets 
scared, he gets very scared ." 

He is also reported as 
having said "Communism is 
an extreme fo~m of capita 
lism". 

(Sunday Times, 9/11.,/66) 

Letter to Editor, Rand 
Daily Mail: (14/10/66) 

Apartheid may be immoral, 
but it is unchiristian only 
in a spiritual sense. On 
a material and worldly plane, 
at leas t a ccording to the 
New Testament, it is emi
nently Christian. 



QUOTES (cont.) 

Mr Vorster (Newsweek 
Interview): "Has Europe 
ever worried about the 
fact that the Netherlands 
is smaller than Germany 
or Belgium smaller than 
France •••• It is true 
that the Whites have 87 
per cent of the land and 
they have 13 per cent, 
but they have the best 
land in Southern AfricaL." 

"It is also unfair just to 
look on the 13 per cent in 
South Africa because adja
cent to that you have the 
protectorates where they 
(the Africans) came from." 

(Sunday Times, 16/10/66) 
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