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POLITICAL 

PRISON ACT TRIALS 

The Strachan trial ended 
on December eleventh . Jud
_gement has been reser.ved 
tentatively until January 
26. 

Mr Robert Harold Lundie 
Strachan has been charged 
with two counts under the 
Prisons Act relating to 
the publication of false 
information about prison 
conditions, and one count 
of perjury. He has plead
ed not guilty to all the 
charges • . The case arises 
from a series of articl es 
about prison conditions · 
published in the Rand Dai
ly Mail on June 30,July 1 
and July 2, 1965. 

The State alleges that 
Mr Strachan made a false 
statement to a Durban at
t~rney, Mr I.I. Arenstein) 
on June 18, 1965. 

On the second count, Mr 

January, 1966 

'TRIAL.S 

Strachan is charged with con
travening Section 44(f) of 
the Prisons Act of 1959 .by 
publishing on June 18,false 
information about the expe
riences of prisoners or ex
prisoners and/or about the 
administration of the three 
prisons - the Port Elizabe~h 
North End Jail, the Pretoria 
local prison and the Preto
ria Central prison. 

On the third charge, the 
State alleges that Mr Stra
chan acting in concert with 
or through Mr Benjamin Pog
rund, a reporter of the~ 
Daily Mail, and/or other 

· persons, published or caused 
to be published in the R~d 
Dai ly Mail false information 
about conditions in the 
three prisons and/ox the ex
periences of prisoners or 
ex-prisoners . (1) . . 

Mr Theron is appearing in 
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the Regional Court, Johannes
burg , on 12 count s - t wo of 
h aving made false affid avits · s 
t wo of publishing f alse in-
formation about pri s ons i n 
the newspapers, or c ausing 
it to be published; t wo of 
i nciting people to mak e 
f n.~s e affidavit s or false 
information or cause it to 
be published; t hr ee of il
legally providing groceries 
to a prisoner; three of ac 
c epting money from a pri s oner , 
his fri end s or rel a tives , 
He has p l eaded not guilty 
to a ll charges. (2) 

An application by Mr 
Gysbert Johan van Scha l kwyk , 
a former pri son warder j ai
l ed f or perjury, to t he 
Chi e f Justice f or a r e - hear
ing of hi s c ase has been 
refused , 

Mr van Schalkwyk uas con~ 
vict ed in the Johannesburg 
Regional Court on August 17, 
1965 of making a false s t a t e 
ment under oa th about condi
tions i n the Cinderalla Pri
son, Boksburg , He was sen
tenc ed to three years, but 
this was l a t e r reduced by 
th~ Supreme Court, Pretori a , 
to 18 months' imprisonment . 

(3) 
Mr Gerhardus Prin s , a for

mer warder at Cind er ella 
Prison , Boksburg , who made 
sta tements tn support of Mr 
Theron , was convicted and 
fin ed RlOO i n Boksbur g on 
December 1 on t wo counts of 

c ontravening pri son r egula-
tions _b_y_ ___ l:!~.ving monetary 
d~al ings w~th a prisoner and 
one c oun t of being in ~os
session of dagga . (4) 

Mr Johannes George J onker, 
head ward e r a t Nigel Pri son , 
was found guilty r ecently 
a t a Pepartmenta l inquiry on 
t wo charges of a ssaulting 

"'· prisoners and one of att emp-
ting to def eat the ends of 
justice . (5) 

The spec i alist physici an 
at the head of South Africa 's 
multiple sclerosis r esearch 
programme, Dr Geoffrey Dean, 
appear ed in the Port Eliza
beth Magist r a t e ' s Court on 
a charge under the Prisons 
Act of publi shing f~l se infor
mation. The tri a l was ad 
journed to J anuary, 1966 , and 
transf erred to Cape Town. 

COMMUNI ST PARTY TRIALS 

Mr Abram Fischer was r eman
ded in custody to J anuary 26 
when he appeared in the Jo
hannesburg Regional Court on 
Dec ember 22 . His tri a l was 
converted into a preparatory 
examination. On J anuary 25 , 
1965, when he was a ppearing 
with 13 others in the Joban
nesburg Regional Court on 
charges und er the Suppression 
of Communism Act , Mr Fischer 
disappeared and estreat ed his 
ba il. He was l a t er arrested 
wearing a heavy disguise .(6) 

Miss Shai l a W~inberg, who 
was sent enced to 18 months ' 



imprisonment .by the Johan
nesburg Regional Court for 
painting a slogan i n Indus 
tria tn March 1964 i n con
travent ion of the Suppres
sion of Communi sm Act, had 
12 months of her sentence 
suspended by t wo a ppeal 
judges i n the Pretoria 
Supreme Court. (7) 

Mr Rowl ey Ar enst e i n was 
acquitted i n the Durban Re
g iona l Court on six counts 
of contravening the Sup
pression of Communism Act . 

Count one alleged that 
between J anuary 1960 and 
July 1963 a t Durban , Mr 
Arenstein became or conti
nued to be an offi_9e bear
er, officer or member of an 
unl awful organisa tion, the 
Sout h African Communist 
Party . 

The second count alleged 
t hat Mr Arens t e i n took part 
in the activities of the 
Communi s t Party . An al t er
nat i ve to c ount t wo a lleged 
that i n t he same period Mr 
Ar enst ei n per for med acts 
calculated to further com
munism . 

Four more count s al leged 
t hat Mr Ar enstei n contra
vened banning ord ers ser-
ved on him . (8 ) 

ANC TRIALS 

Mr Eri c Zuma and nine 
others wer e found gui l ty 
under the Suppression of 
Communism Ac t of be i ng 
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members of the banned Afri
can National Congress and 
participating i n its activi
ties . The charge r eferred 
to a strike of employees 
of the Bay Passenger Tr ans
port ~~Dfacy i n Port Eliza
be th i n 1961 . 

In h i s judgement t he magis 
tra~e suggested t hat the 
authorities should ben SACTU 
(South African Congress of 
Tr ade Unions) which had i den
tified i t$elf with the ~trike 
and the Ji.NC . ( 9) 

PAC TRIALS 

Thr ee men , Messr s Mpi nelelo 
Naron , Gladstone Khytogene 
and Mpimelelo Mbengi were im
prisoned aft er being convic
t ed at the Regional Court, 
Humansdorp, of b elonging to 
the banned Pan- Africanist 
Congr ess and taking part in 
it s act ivities . Messrs Naror. 
and Khytogene were sentenced 
to a total of t hr ee years and 
Mr Mbengi to t wo years . (10) 

Mr Justice Diemont ordered 
t hat a part of hi s j udgement 
concerning 22 convicts char
ged with sabot age be sent to 
t he Commissioner of Prisons 
for a 'long and car eful i n
quiry ' into alleged ca llous 
treatment of pri soner s at 
the Gamkaspoort Prison . 

The convi cts were found 
guilty of sabotage and esca
ping from custody and senten
ced to a total of 204 years . 
It was alleged by the State 
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that the men, inspired by 

. Poqo, planned to attack the 
police station and people 
of Ladismith, and then flee 
to Basutoland. (11) 

Thirteen men were charged 
with belonging to the ban-

_ned Pan-Africa~ist Congress 
between April 1960 and Octo
ber 1964 in the Pretoria 
Regional Court. 

Among the highlights of 
the trial so far have been: 
a meeting in the offices of 
a firm of Johannesburg at
torneys at which Harold Wol
pe, Arthur Goldreich and 
Abram Fischer were said to 
be present was described(12) : 
the former chief propagan
dist of the ANC saying that 

· if Africans took over, South 
Africa would go back to the 
days of Dingaan . (1 3) 

180-DAY DETENTIONS 

We last reported that at 
least ten people were being 
held under this clause for 
political offences. Since 
then, Dr ~il indton has been 
released from detention. 

However the following peo
ple have been detained: Mr 
Fred Carneson (who was later 
released and charged with 
sabotage), former MPC and 
one time editor of the ban
ned journal New Age; Mrs 
Caroline de Crespigny, Vlho 
is reported to be working on 
a novel about solitary con
finement; Mrs Brenda Merco-

rio, an articled clerk; Mr 
Salli Malindi, a member of 
the Defence and Aid Fund; 
Mr Jack Mpundu; Messrs Simon 
Egert, Eric Flegg, Alfred 
Arenstam; and Gordon Winter. 

(15) 

BANNED 

Mr Massabalala Bennie 
Yengwa, of Nj i ngeni Bantu 
Reserve, has been prohibited 
from attending meetings for 
five years. (16) 
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Significant events 
ber and January 

Police Raids 
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in Decem-

Wid espread polic e raids on 
African urban areas occurred 
in the Transvaal and Natal 
during December and January. 
In Soweto in one raid, for 
example, 1,600 suspects 
were detained by two thou
sand four hundred policemen. 
Most of those detained were 
later released. A drop in 
the crime rate was r eported . 
The object of the exerc i se 
was to attack crime ' at its 
roots'. (1) 

Crime 

When four Whites raped an 
African woman and assaulted 
her escort they were senten
ced to six strokes each . 
The R~nd Daily Mail asked 
what would have happened 
had four Non -Whites raped 
a White woman and assaulted 
her escort. (2) 

Baby gift 

Mr M.C. Botha, Deputy Mi 
nister of Bantu Administra
tion and Development, ap
peale'd to v1hi te South Afri
can ~ouples between the 
ages of 20 and 45 years to 
produce a baby for the Re
publican celebrati ons thi s 
year . (The South African 
birth rate is sixth high
est in the worl d . ) (3) 

Basutoland 

Chief Jonathan is to sub
mit a formal request for inde
pendence on April 30. This 
has left the way open for 
negotiations with the South 
Afri can Government . · (4) 
But .Bou th African political 
refugees in Maseru fe~r South 
Afric a may demand their r eturn 
as part of the price of an 
agreement on issues of mutual 
interest. (5) The Pri me 
Mini ster of Basutoland has 
already warned politica l re 
fugees not to engage in Ba
sutol and politi cs. (6) 

Transkei 

A resolution calling on 
the South African Government 
to grant the Transkei com
plete independenc e by May 5, 
1967 was adopted by the Ma
luti branch of the ruling 
Transkei Nat i onal Indepen
dence Party Conference a t 
Matatiele r ec ently. ( 7) 

Al l the land under the 
jurisdiction of t he local 
authorities of ten towns and 
villages in the Transkei, 
and part of the land under 
t he jurisdiction of the lo
cal authori ties of 13 other 
towns and villages has been 
res erved as from January 3, 
for occupa tion and ownership 



by African citizens of the 
Transkei . (8) This means 
that Whi t es mey now l egally 
live side by side in these 
r eserved areas . (9) But 
Kaizer .Matanzima said that 
the proclamation was -the 
first step towards the 
gradual t ake-over of the 
whol e of .the Transkei by 
Africans in accordance 
wi th the South African Go
vernment's policy . (10) 

Mamuthla 
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The Bishop of Kimberley 
and Kur uman, the Rt . Rev . 
C.E. Crowther, said that he 
was "ashamed to be associ a 
t ed _ by the f!.CC ident of my 
r ace with those r esponsible 
for this disregard of huma
nity and ordinary human 
wan t s of food and shelter" . 
He was referring to the up
rooting of 1500 Africans 
from their homes in Holpan 
to the Mamuthla Reserve 
wher e , according t o r eports, 
they were dumped on the open 
veld vrithout food or water 
and wi t hout the chance of 
employment . ( 11) This was 
denied by the Department of 
Bantu Administration and 
Dev elopment , but they gave 
the Bishop permission to 
distribute food to hungry 
Afri cans in t he Reserve . (12) 

Swaziland 

A rift has developed be
tween the r uling Imbokodvo 
National Movement of Swazi 
l and and the White-led Uni
ted Swaziland Association . 
The l at t er are demanding 
reserved legislature seats in 
the new consti t ut i on, the 
former~says no . (13) Dr 
Msibi, general secretary of 
Imbokodvo Nat ional . Movement, 
said .that "tenacious adhe
rence to the belief tha t 
Swaziland could be a shi ning 
exampl e of non-raciali sm in 
a j aundiced and pr ejudiced 
world" had led the country 
from political turmoil t o 
stability. (14) 
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longview by 

ALAN PATON 
THE NDAMSE AFFAIR " 

It is not likely that 
Chi e f Minister Mat anzima of 
the Transkei would want my 
advice or welcome my opi
nions. He regards Liberals 
ns trouble-makers, rogues, 
and even murderers. He and 
I are quite differ ent in 
one fund amental re spect -
he is a Xhosa and I am a 
South African; and of course 
he is a powerful man and I 
e.m not. 

Nevertheless I am going 
to proffer my advice and 
give my opinions, and thi s 
will be in r egard to the 
appointment or rejection of 
Tutr Curnick Ndams e as Profes 
siona l Assistant in the 
Transkei Deparlment of Edu
cation. 

Mr Ndamse is a man of cou
r age Md strong opinions. 
While he was on the staff 
of Fort Hare Coll~ge he 
made certain criticisms,as 
he thought he was entitled 
to do, on the whole ques
tion of Bantu Education. 

As a result of this action 
he was dismissed by the Coun 
cil of the College , on t he 
grounds tha t he was i nsubor
dinate and was guilty of aca
demical ly r epr ehensible con
duct. This incident reveals 
ciearly the nature of acade 
mic freedom at Fort Hare. 

Chief Minist er Mat anzi ma 
then decided that he would 
use Mr Ndamse 's gifts for 
the benefit of the Transkei, 
and he first appointed him to 
a post a t the Jongilizwe Col
l ege for the sons of chi efs, 
and lat er appoint ed him, or 
contempla ted doing so, to the 
post of Professional Assis
t ant. I do not kn ow the full 
truth, but it is sugges ted 
that the Chief Minister did 
so against the wishes of t ho 
Commissioner-General, Mr 
Hans Abraham, and agai ns t 
the wishe s of white education 
officia ls, as he was fully 
entitled to do. This appoint
ment was regarded as an af
front by the Republic an 
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Gov€rnment, who had already 
been antagonised by the 
Transke i an Parliament's de
cision to discard Bantu Edu
cation, and to introduce 
the officia l languages at 
an earlier stage in the pri
mary schools, so that ulti 7 \ 
mately most instruction_, · 
certainly that in Math~ma
tics and Science, should be 
given through the medium of 
on e of these languages if 
parents so desired. The 
schools we lcomed this change, 
and voted overwhelmingly in 
f avour of the use of English. 
This decision naturally did 
not commend its elf strongly 
to a Government and a Party 
tha t is overwhe lmingly Afri
kaans-speaking. The Repub
lican Government then deci
ded to take what can only be 
described as an extreme step. 
The Republican Minister of 
Justice, using the Suppres
sion of Communism Act,served 
a banning order on Mr Ndamse, 
and this order, like most 
of its kind, forbade Mr 
Ndamse to enter any educ atio
nal institution. In other 
words, Mr Vorster virtually 
made it impossibl e for Chief 
Minister Matanzima to ap
point Mr Ndamse as Chief 
Educ a tional Officer in the 
Transkei. 

Now under the Transkeian 
Constitution, the Transkei 
Government has the full 

, ,-

control of education,while 
the Republican Governmen t 
has the ,full control--o.f.. in
ternal}~~C1lri tc"f '~it is now 
quite clear that this com
partmentalisation has broken 
down, and indeed the entire 

:-· (Ctonsti tiJ.t'ion is full of these 
·:i;~recor.icilabili ti l;ls , as this 
paper and others pointed out 
at t'he time . However I am 
not at pains to r ewrite t he 
Constitution. I merely ask 
the question, what should 
the Chief Minister do now? 

Mr Vorster's step was bla
tantly intended to make it 
impossibl e for the Chief 
Minister to have Mr Ndamse 
as Professional Assistant, 
We have no evidence t hat this 
act ion was contemplat ed be 
fore the appointment, and we 
have no evidence - in fact 
we never do - in such cases , 
t ha t Mr Ndamse was furthering 
t he a ims of Communism. If he 
had been, the Chief Minister 
would never have thought of 
appointing him. 

Mr Vorster's action is a 
direct and calculated chal
l enge by the Republican Go
ve rnment to the Transkei 
Government. The Republican 
Government is virtually say
ing to the Chi ef Minister, 
"You are a self-governing 
state, and amongst other 
things you are in complete 
cont~ol of education, but we 
cannot allow you to appoint 
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persons to educational posts 
who a r e unacceptable to us". 

What is Chief Matanzima 
to do? He can of course 
i nsist on Mr Ndamse ' s ap
pointmen t, and intimat e to 
the Republican Government 
tha t he would find the po
sition i ntol er able if the 
banning ord e r was not re 
scinded. 

Failing that, there is 
surely only one course to 
t ake. It is to secure the 
unanimous support of the 
Opposition Party, for a com
plet e wi thdrawal from all 
l egisla tive and admi nistra 
tive duties allotted by the 
Constitution, and to a llow 
t he territory to r evert to 
white c ontrol . 

It is my beli ef tha t thi s 
would be r egar ded t hrough
out t he world as thG act of 
a self-respecting people 
who wer e told they could go
v ern themselves, and then 
found tha t they could not . 
It is my hope - though I do 
not expect this to be sha 
red by the Chi e f Minister -
that it would expose the 
sham of the Bantustan poli 
cy, and shake even the un
shakable Dr Verwoerd . 

Out of such an ac tion 
only advance could ulti
mat ely come . And it would 
be real. 

PAPWA 1 S HANDICAP 

What i s it about Mr Sewsun
ker Sewgolum (Papwa , as he is 
r a the r over-familiarly knonn) 
tha t makes him such an embar
r assment to Cabinet Mini sters 
and Group Areas officia l s? 
It is not just that he i s an 
Indian. There are thousands 
of Igd i ans in South Afri ca, 
who, even if they bring no 
pleasure to the Nation&li s t 
authoriti es, cause t hem no 
ac tua l pain . It i s not t hat 
he is personally di sagr ee
able . On the contrary, 
every sportswriter r emar ks 
on the p l easant modes ty of 
hi s demeanour. It i s simply 
tha t he plays very good golf : 
and in Apartheid South Afri 
ca, this is dis astrous . Ther e 
i s no room here for a fi rst 
rat e golfer (or cricke t er, 
or boxer, or a thlet e , or 
footballer ) who i s not white . 
Members of (white ) South Af
rican Olympic Committees may 
well be s i nce r e ( if not en - ' 
tirely disint er ested) in 
their i n t en tion to aid non 
Whi t e sport; bu t their aid 
had bett er stop.a long way 
short of producing champions, 
or else they vFill creat e awk
ward situa tions at major 
sporting events al l ov er the 
country, and may ac t ually 
find themselves victiua of 
t he horrifying accusati on of 
bringing politics into sport. 
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However, perhaps this ac
cusation will soon be rather 
out of date. Most sports
writers and sporting spokes
men are really a little un
easy about Papwa. They ex
press sympa thy with and af
fection for him, report with 
pleasure all manifestations 
of his great popularity, 
give publicity to the ele
gance of his (caravan ) ac 
commodation in Port El iza
beth, and in general say 
much that is pleasant and 
proper - always stopping 
short, however , of a ny cri
ticism of the Government 
officia ls who are c ausing 
all the trouble . When they 
have b een so circumspect 
in the ir handling of the 
busy and powerful, ban
equipped and r egulation
furnished creators of Apart
h e id in sport, they may 
find it a little difficult 
to desc end in their accus
tomed full cry upon its 
critics, whose only weapons 
a r e t he i r words. 

Perhaps , of cours e , they 
won't find it difficult at 
a ll. It is p ermissible, 
even virtuous, in this 
country to dispose of cou
r age and sportsmanship , 
courtesy, humanity, s i nce
rity, truth and reasonabl e 
ness, and repl a c e t hem a ll 
with Apartheid . Episodes 
like Papwa 's latest res
trictions give some unfor-

tunate glimmerings of the 
nastiness of t his substitu
tion eve~ to quite unpoli 
tical people , whose interest 
in newspapers is usually 
limited to the back pages . 
Dr Verwoerd's best hope is 
that all the frustrat ions 
and t ensions of his dealings 
with tournaments have a b ad 
effe"b t on Papv,a ' s golf, and 
send his handicap a s quickly 
as possibl e up to suitably 
second-rate figures. 

KATE 

BLACK SASH 

The Black Sash was formed 
i n 1955 to fight the Senate 
Bill - the Bill t hat enabled 
the Government to get round 
the entrenched clauses of 
the Constitution by packing 
the Senate with the ir own 
supporters. (1) 

Although the Black Sash 
did not succeed in this 
fight, the organisa tion was 
continued to work for the 
principles of parliamentar y 
democracy within South Af
rica, and to uphold civil 
rights and liberties. 

To most peopl e the Black 
Sash suggests protest vi
gilsi but this is not the 
only a ctivity undertaken 
by the Black Sash, nor even 



at present its main acti 
vity. It holds public 
meetings, Briins Trusts, 
and other functions. Most 
of its effort now goes into 
maintaining t wo Advice Of
fices, one i n the Cape and 
the other in the Transvaal. 
These offices assist Afri
cans with legal problems 
connected with the migr ant 
labour system. 

Indeed, t he major at t ack 
of the Black Sash has been 
against the pass laws and 
the mi grant labour system 
which t ends to break up 
families because the husband 
is separated from his wife 
and children for long pe
riods. The organisers be
lieve that as a r esul t of 
their protests the pass 
laws are not so inhumanely 
adminis tered as before. 
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In October, 1965 the LJ. :.c! 
Sash celebrated its tenth 
anniversary in Port Eiiz0 -
beth. Mrs Jean Sinclui~'. 
the National President, ra]J 
that the Black Sash ~cula 
remain steadfast in it s de
votion to liberty and juc
tice and would, to t:cc bc:,t 
of its ability , keep alive 
t~ spirit of dissent. (2) 

Cape Town City officia l ~ 
have r efused to co- operat e 
with the Black Sash's Ath
lone Advice Office on the 
ground s that adequat e chan -· 
nels exist for Africans wit~ 
mi grat ion probl ems . 

( 3) 
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