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People - in my circles at least - have become self-con

scious about wishing their friends a ha, py New Year. The qualify 

their wishes. Some wish their friends a 0 happier New Year''. So .1e 

say wistfully, "may the New Year be happier for us all". Sm.ie say 

nothing at all. 

I used to think that it as the older people who felt this 

reluctance, because the griefs of the orld weighed more heavi:13 

upon them, because the excitements ot falling in love a11 having chil

dren and making a career saved younger people from other preoccupa

tions. But after 1964 I can no longer believe it. The events of 

last year were catastrophic for many young people, and that was 

largely because of their concern for justice. 

I should like therefore not to wish my readers a conven

tional happy New Y'7ar, but to 'I rite about those things that will be 

as true in the New Year as ever they have been, ideas that ~ill be 

as valid in the New Year as 1n the Old, however much this may 

appear to be untrue. 

There is a saying that ideas are powerful, that some 

indeed are invincible, beyond all control of rulers. I believe this 

is true. I kno that the lazy and the timid can shelter behind this 

belief, and leave all progress to be brought about by the ideas them

selves. I lmo that the L~atient want to boost the ideas along, by 

means ranging from persuasion to revolution. I t is largely when 

persuasion appears to fail that the impatient turn to revolutionc 



In the first place I want to say that the ideas and values 

for which the new Liberalism has stood in Sout~ Africa are as valid 

in 1965 as they were 1n 1964. There iB only one foundation on which 

the new South Africa can be built, and that is the equal participa

tion and recognition of all South Mricane. That means the aboli

tion of the colour bar, the death o~ Apartheid, and political econ

omic equality. 
that 

Nothing Dll1 tlappened 1n 1964 can alter these truths, and 

nothinB that happens in 1965 can do so either. They are the very 

fundamentals of Liberal belief. they are embodied in the policies of 

the Liberal Party, they are inseparably associated 1th CONTACT. 

These truths and ideas live 1n people. They have no inde

pendent being of their own. They live in us. And they live in a 

lot of other people, some known, some not known to us. While they 

go on living 1n us, they are transmissible. I+ is only if they cease 

to live 1n us, and to inform our lives, that they \7111 be in danger 

of dying out. 

Under the circumstances 1n which we live, it happena often 

that we despair of the power and durability of these ideas and val

ues. We have a low opinion of ourselves, of our failure to win pub

lic support. Often to us it seems that Liberalism and Liberals are 

in continuous and 1gnom1nous defeat. 

There are two reasons for believing this not to be so. One 

1B the fact that many people abroad think that we are perf'or.m1ng the 

only duty open to us, by steadfastly refusing to make our trutha and ,., 
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values conform to those of our rulers, in spite of threats and 

1nti.'111dat1ons. 

I have a second reason :for believing in the power of these 

ideas, and that is the fear that the Government has o:f them. We 

are at the moment fighting a desperate rearguard action, rnan.v of our 

members have been silenced, and int 1m1dat1on is rife. Nothing could 

seem weaker in some eyes that Liberalism. Yet the Government calls 

repeatedly on 1te supporters to be on their guard aeainst this insid

ious foe. The very vehemence of these attacks is to me a proof that 

the Nationalists tear something that exists even 1th1n themselves. 

And it anything has strengthened these forces, if' anything 

has called some of them out to eho themselves openly, it has been 

the work and witness ot the Liberal Party of South Atrica. 


