
A LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER 

Honourable Sir, 

I listened with great attention to your first broadcast 
to the nation. Certain things which you said were so important 
that I take the liberty of examining them more closely • . , 

You said the right of people who have other convictions 
to express their views will be maintained. Thie is good news, 
and will reassure many who thought you had other intentions. It 
will reassure those Liberals who thought that your ban on assem
blies of more than ten Africans was in tact kept in existence to 
prevent the Liberal Party from holding meetings. 

Or it may be that you do not mind it people ''express 
th ir views•t, so long as they do it in ne spapers, books, and 
the like. Or it may be that you do not mind it they express 
their viewa, so long as they do not attempt to persuade others. 
Or it may be that you do not mind their persuading others, so 
long as they do not t1~y to pet·suade those of' another race and 
colour. 

Your views here are very obscure, and we would be glad 
if you could be more precise. Do you in ~act disapprove ot inter
racial association? Would you like to see an end made of inter
racial clubs, church functions, political meetings? It so, would 
you put an end to them openly, or are you afraid to do that? 
Would you rather use legislation against public "nuisances", or 
legislation against ''occupation° of one group area by members 
o:f another? Or are you brave enough to say to the world 111 do 
not like interracial association, and I intend to stop it''? 

I suppose you remember that it was your paper DIE 
TRANSVALER, when you were editor of it, which used to publish 
photographs of mixed platforms and mixed meetings, with contemp
tuous allusions. You played your part in encouraging young 
Afrikaners to regard mixed meetings as contemptible. You and 
your paper encouraged the intolerance which showed itself at 
the meeting where Chief Luthuli was assaulted. 

Nevertheless, if you are revising your opinions, you 
will find that we Liberals will be the first to acknowledge it. 
We ask you merely to leave us 1n no doubt. 

You say that no one need doubt zour aim to uphold the 
democratic institutions of our country. 'l'hie also is good news, 
because we lB ve certainly doubted it int he past. Now we hope 



that you will alleviate some of the hardships frrr.:)osod b.v present 
legislation. 

In a country town, an African man, Mr. x., ~orked in 
a white attorney's office, took his matriculation examination, 
and was prePiiring to be articled when the white attorney died. 
Mr. X could see no future where he was, so he appl:ie d tor per
mission to move to town, where he could have been articled, and 
could have gone on with his studies. Your Dep.artnent refused 
to let him go. Can you justify this, Mr. frime Minister? 

You hold the doctrine that the black man is a ''temporary 
dweller" in the white town. Surely this could be softened and 
made more humane. Surely the removal of freehold rights was 
foolish as well as unjust. Property owners are not revolution
aries, they are conservative and law-abiding, and it is foolish 
to destroy them. 

Have you ever met an African man who has had hie property 
taken away from him, and his freehold right destroyed? It is a 
pain:fule xp~riencc. '.£his nny be deraocrutic to you, Mi ... Prime 
1-Iinistcr, but to him it is a cruel injustice. He is revolted to 
hear that you believe that you are upholding democratic institu
tions. 

Your O\'ffi people, Mr. Prime Minister, keep alive in 
memory many of the injuztices v,hich were done to them by zey own. 
But now you are busy allowing the same thing to happen all over 
again. 

Why could you not change your mind about this one thing 
and allow :freehold rights in the cities? Tha~ ls the way to 
establiah a stable raiddle-class, with no taste :for revolution. 

All the English newspapers quote you as saying ''the 
state after all is responsible for good government in the interests 
of all'' 

Somebody made a mistake here. The sentence should read 
''the state before all is responsible for good government 1n the 
interests or all 11. 

That is why the state exists, and that is why it has 
a Prime Minister. May you always remember 1 t. 


