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The first proclamations under the Group Areas Act have 

just been published 1n Durban. These proclamations are in line 

with 1he proposals originally put forward by the Durban City Coun

cil. But now the Council would like to reconsider the proposals. 

I fear the Council is too late. 

All persons whose properties are affected have been given 

thirty days 1n which to fill 1n and submit the required forms. The 

City Council would like this time extended. The Group Areas Devel

opment Board has turned down this request. 

I assume that tt)e City Council is appalled, both by the 

vast and expensive task before it, and by th e fact that 25,000 pro

perties and 100,000 persons, overwhelmingly non, white , will be 

affect ed • 

There is a proverb that he who sups with the devil needs 

a long spoon. 

• • • • • 
There are Indian settlements in Durban known as Prospect 

Hill and Riverside. The first Indians settled there in 1866. There 

was no one else there. Now 93 years later they are to be moved. 

There is provision tor compensation, and this is what is 

most feared. The authorities will attach a ~ asic value" to the 

properties after hearin~ representations from both the owner and 
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the Board. From this decision there is no appeal • 

• • • • • 
Was the Group Areas Act intended to cripple the Indian 

population? Or was it intended, as Dr. Donges said in the House, 

to be carried out with justice to all? Let the facts speak for 

themselves. 
~ 

Soon after the Nationalist Government came to power, the 

Land Tenure Act Amendment Committee and 1he Asiatic Land Tenure Laws 

Amendment Committee met together to collect evidence and produce a 

Joint Report, u.1. 49 of 1950. 

It read 

One of the passages of tds report will never be forgotten. 

'1Before starting our recommendations we feel that 
reference should be made to one matter which, 
strictly speaking, falls outside our terms of re
ference but which is so closely associated 1n the 
public mind with the Asiatic question that it has 
a determining influence on the evidence tendered 
to us and accordingly also on recommenda tions 
based on such evidence, and that is the possibil
ity of repatriating the Asiatic from South Africa. 
There ajpears to be an ever-growing belief in the 
public mind that the only satisfactory solution of 
the Asiatic question is repatriation, and whatever 
is done by legislation should be such as not to en
danger the possibility of repatriation and deprive 
the public of its most cherished hopes. 

The fundamental theme of the evidence through
out the years has been and still is ~repatriation, 
or, failing which, compulsory segregation''. In the 
most recent evidence there is noticeable a distinct 
tendency for this theme to assume the form of re
patriation and, pending which, compulsory segrega
tion. In its most advanced form this theme reads: 
repatriation, and failing which, compulsory segrega
tion with boycott to induce repatriation~. 
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Mr. W.A. Maree, M.P., leader of the Nationalist Party in 

Natal, speaking at Newcastle in 1956, said, ••the Indians would be 

only too pleased to get out of South Africa after the effects of 

the Group Areas Act had been felt''. 

Mr. Theo Gardener, M.P.C., speaking at Port Elizabeth in 

January 1956, anticipated the time when the Group Areas Act would 
l'l 

restrict Indian traders to Indian trade. 

.Mr. V.G. Hiemstra, Q.C., appearing for the Municipality 

at White River, said of Dr. G. Lowen, Q.C., who was appearint for 

the Indian Community:-

••i,y learned friend has been studying the Act to 
find a provision stating that the Indians must 
be moved outside the town. Well, he will not 
find it inside the Act but will find it outside 
the Act. It lies in the fact that the Act was 
passed at all''. 

• • • • * 
No one should have been in any doubt as to the purpose of 

the Act. It was intended to cripple the Indian community. It was 

intended to cripple people who had been brought to the country to 

assist in its development, people who in two years' time will be 

celebrating the centenary of their arrival, and who have a record 

of industry and law-ab idingness second to none • 

• * • • * 
Here is the story of .Mr. J., who served for five years in 

the South Atrican Forces. He fought against Bitler and all that 

Hitler stood tor. 

After leaving the Army in 1945, he set up a shop in K+ , 

a mixed township with a large non-white population. Bis landlord 
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was a white man, Mr. V. 

In 1954 Mr. V. decided to rebuild his premises, but he 

gave Mr. J. temporary premises nearby. 
_....,. 
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In February 1955 the new premises were finished, and Mr.V 

applied tor a determination from tile Group Areas Board, as he was 

obliged to do. The reply was a bombshell. The whole of K- was 

declared an 1 area tor white occupation. Mr. J. was given twelve 

months to leave. He asked the Group Areas Inspectors, where he was 

to go, what was he to do? But they replied that that was none of 

their business. 

name. 

When I heard this story I asked Mr. J. if I could use his 

Shame, anger, and grief struggled in his face. 

,.No'', he said, ttmy boy's training tor a teacher''• 

• • • * * 

This is the Act which, said Dr. Donges, was to be carried 

out with justice to all. 

Mr. J. is the man who IIDlSt suffer so that greater good may 

come to us all. 

No good will come ot this, only suffering, grief, and 

bitterness • 

There is no common good worth pursuing that allows indivi

dual persons to be broken. 

• • • • • 
Who blackens the name of South Africa abroad? Those who 

protest against this evil law, or those who made it? 

It is a sign ot our corruption that we can even debate such 
a question. 


