
Cape Town 

10.5.36 
Dear Victor, 

.~., I am glad of course to know that my speech has been well I 

received by those in England whose opinion I value - yet sorry 
at the same time because I can't help feeling that £ro'tanto 
Smuts will stand compromised in the eyes of those same people. 
He of course was in a difficult position - much more than I 
was, and I would gladly have stood by him - but I felt I could 
not. Worse than the Bill was the spirit of those who supported 
it (from whom I except the Prime Minister, who really does mean 
well), and I felt it quite wrong to allow the Philistines to 
triumph without a protest. 

I don't know if you heard that I have been ill - a nasty 
turn with the kidneys, which kept me out of action for over 
3 weeks during the earlier stages of the Bill - and in fact 
when I spoke I was still very far from being well. I think, 
however, that I have now completely shaken off the trouble -
and if I can get through this next month, with the strenuous 
activities of the end of the Session, and the dampness of the 
Cape winters, I shall feel that all is well. 

In all other respects I flourish - my mother I um glad to 
say keel)S fi t - politically of course my stock has receded as 
a result of my having taken an unpopular line - but not to the 
extent I hGd expected, nor at the cost of the goodwill of the 
P.M. or any of my colleagues - and in all the fundamental 
respects - in regard to what I look upon as the things that 
matter - it has certainly done me far more good than harm • • ,. , 

Yours as ever, 

Jan H. Hofmeyr. 

Pretoria 

Dear Victor, 27.12. 37 

" As for myself, I see some chance of getting over to EUrope 
in 1939, but, apart from the possibility - always present, I 
suppose, though just now not urgent - of my being pushed out of 
the Cabinet, practically none of a visit before then. That will 
mean an interval of lu years since my l a st visit - far too longl 

This has been a strenuous year for me. I have had a heavy 
burden of departmental responsibility, and a fair amount of 
unpleasantness to endure, both from friend and foe. But, fortunately, 
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hard work does me no harm, and I don't worry unduly about criticism, 
as long as I am satisfied in my own mind that I am on the right tack. 
There is of course always the question in other people's minds, if 
not in my own, whether 1 am doing the r~ght thing in continuing to 
be associated with colleagues, whose outlook is in most cases very 
much more reactionary than my own. So far, however, I am satisfied 
that I have been able to achieve more in support of what 1 suppose 

. one may call the Liberal cause by remaining in the cabinet than I 

1 

could have hoped to have done by leaving it - and at the same time 
1 know that I have done a good deal to make people think on Liberal 
lines"and that that thought will fructify in time. It is interesting 
too to see how the mere fact of having to defend me, as one of its 
Ministers, against opposition attacks has imperceptibly forced my 
party to take up a more Liberal position than it would otherwise 
have done. 

But it is difficult to know what the future holds in store. A 
few months ago a definite attempt was made to push me out - then at 
the critical moment those responsible for it trembled on the brink; 
they realized that, especially with a general election in the 
offing, I have a nuisance value. The posi tion may be different 
after the election, which will take place probably in June of next 
year - I shall not be surprised if things develop in such a way 
that an issue becomes inevitable. For my own part I shall have no 
hesitation about going out into the political wilderness, but it is 
difficult to see what will be the outcome for the causes and ideals 
one has at heart. • ~ .• 

I have kept very fit during this last year. So on the whole 
too does my mother, now aged 74. She is still very active, but is 
beginning to lose some Qf her resilience. But I have been very 
fortunate to have her retain such good health for so long. 

We have had a quiet and pleasant Christmas - now I am looking 
forward to a six days motor trip dOVin to East London and back •• ", . ~ 

Yours ever, 

There is much to be said for a Oolonial settlement with 
Germany - but all my instincts revol~ against the idea of handing 
back any body of people to a Nazi Germany. ' 
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Pretoria 

26th Nov. (193.9? ) 

My dear Victor, 

• ~.. Thank 'you for your congra tula tions find good wi shes, 
which are sincerely appreciated. The change here came very 
dramatically and, as far as I personally was concerne4, 
sooner than I anticipated. It is of course no matter for 
self-satisfaction to a member of any government at this 
time, but apart from circumstances I am happy in my work 
and in my colleagues. Smuts has come very well out of 
recent events. We would have been in a very difficult / 
position but for him, and shall be in a no less difficult 
position if anything were to happen to him now. 

Our opponents too are by no means happy. They set 
out, perhaps prematurely, to achieve a union between the. 
Hertzog and Malan groups, but have failed. Now it seems 
that they are falling back on a loose coalition in 
opposition to the government, in the anticipation that it 
will ripen sooner or later into a more organic unity. 
Something of the kind is bound to happen in time, and it 
will constitute a formidable opposition to us, but we are 
in any case, I think, good for our term of 3i years until 
the next general election. Wha t will take place then " 
depends (a) on whether Smuts can stand the pace - he is now 
69 - and (b) on what happens overseas. If Germany should \ 
get on top, or.evfen if bthderteishouhld be an inconclusive , 
peace, we are ln or a a me ere. • •• A 

I would feel happier if I could have more confidence 
in the men now ruling Englcnd. But their record is not 
impressive, and I doubt if they will inspire the necessary 
confidence to ensure that the morale of the British public is 
maintained, if dark days were to come. But one goes on 
believing that all will turn out well. The alternative is 
too terrible to contemplate. • ...... 

Yours ever,~ 

.Jan H. Hofmeyr 
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Dear Victor, 

South Africa House, 
Trafalgar Square, 

London VI.C.2. 

19.X.45 

This is just to let you know that I am over here ..... 

Yours sincerely, 

Jan H. Hofmeyr 

Pretoria 

16th June 1940. 

Dear Victor, 

This will be just a short letter to thank you for 
yours of the 12th April and to assure you of my continuing 
goodwill to you and all other friends in England at this 
time of strain. 

It is not easy to write just now. Paris has fallen, 
and)it is difficult to see how the French can hold out. 
Sue. begins to fear for the British troops now in France. 
The next chapter will almost certainly be a terrific 
onslaught on Britain. Sometimes the bottom seems to be 
dropping out of the world. 

I agree with you that our hope still lies in Christianity, 
and that the present generation has to learn the meaning of 
crucifixion. Perhaps what we are passing through is God's 
way of teaching us that lesson. If it isa bitter way - it 
is surely our own fault that it should have to be so. 

I 

~
l For my part I continue to beli eve that there is a 
! loving Father at the centre of the tlniverse and that He is 

working His purpose out, and that ultimately the great 
"", rinciples of freedom and the digni ty of human personali ty 

must prevail. God will not allow Hiscreation to fall back 
into the mUd. But it will all have to happen in God's way not 
in our way. 



- 5 -

There was a wise saying of J.H. Oldham's in a recent 
issue of the C.N.L. - Acceptance has to come before striving. 
Our first prayer has to be - in all sincerity,however 
difficult it may be - Thy will be done. Our second that 
we may be fitted to be used in the fulfilment of that will. 

f 
And so I cling to the belief that this Calvary of 

the world is going to lead to a resurrection '- that there 
will be, emerging from it all, a spiritual revolution. 
And if that comes about, the immediate outcome of the war 
ralls into its place merely as an incident in the working 
out of God's plan. 

Well, my best wishes to you and yours. May you have 
all the strength you "need at this time. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jan H. Hofmeyr 

We have no illusions as to what awaits us here if the war 
is lost. In many ways our position will be worse than 
yours. 

Pretoria 

14.4.41. 

Dear Vi cto r, 

• #. As we expected Salonika has fallen, and at the 
moment we are wondering whether the Greeks and the British 
will succeed in holding the hive of Olympus, which the 
Greeks failed to hold against the barbarian invader of 
almost 2500 years ago. Meantime we have reason to be 
grateful that the campaign in Italian East Africa has so 
speedily come almost to an end, and proud of the part our 
own South Africans have played in it. 

Here in South .Africa all sti.ll goes well. Our political 
opponents are quarrelling amongst themselves, mainly on the 
issue whether, while being pro-German, they must needs be 
pro-Nazi as well, and declare themselves against democraDY 
as such. Indeed they have reached the stage when they feel 



- 6 -

that politically only a German victory can save them, and even 
they are a little apprehensive as to what that might bring. 
The result has been that we have had quite a successful 
Parliamentary Session without a great deal of trouble • ••.••• 
The Session has been a very strenuous one for me, and the 
Easter break has been most acceptable. 

I take it you know the "Christian Newsletter" to which 
I have been a subscriber for some time, and which I find very 
stimulating and helpful. Oldham is a great man ~ I met him 
last in 1929 and recall him as well advanced in years then. 
He must be pretty old now. There 'are severc.l things that 
are encouraging in the religious situation, b~t I am afraid 
we have still a long way to go before we are really ready 
for the launching after the war of the only kind of new 
order that will be really worth while. 'r' 

Yours ever, 

Jan H.H. 

Pretoria 

1.Xii.40 

Deur Vi cto]' , 

• .. I am optimistic about the end of the war coming ~n 1941. 
I have felt al l along that Italy would crack first, and that 
that would se t a train of events in motion which would 'bring 
about Hitler's downfall. Recent events have certainly 
strengthened one's feeling as to this possibility of an 
Italian collapse, although one realises how tremendously 
strong would be Hitler's position even then. 

We have watched Britain's ordeal from afar with sympathy 
and admira ti on. . . . J 

\ 

You wrote about the hour bringing forth the man, with 
reference to Churchill. Much the !ll:lme might be said with 
reference to Smuts. This war has seen him at his very best -
all his old qualities have again been in evidence, but with 
it all a mellow sagacity and tolerance which was sometimes 
lacking in the past. Moreover his energy and capacity for 
achievement at 70 is simply astouding. His visit to our 
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troops up north and to meet Eden was a great tr iumph and 
although he averaged four hours sleep a night while he 
was away, he came back as fresh as a daisy - much more so 
than he had been when he left. ., ' I 

We have had '8 good deal of anxiety here from time to 
time, with a strong and not too scrupulous opposition, many 
subversive agents at work, and a good deal of inflammable 
material. But so far we have come through extremely well, 
and our political position is now a strong one. Moreover 
our War effort is a very considerable one, as I know to my 
cost, having to find the money to pay for itt So far we 
have man~ged to do so without assistance from London, and 
I hope that will continue to be the position. But if the 
war lasts as long as Churchill sometimes foreshadows, we 
shall certainly all be bankrupt. 

I have hed a strenuous time, of course - only three 
days off duty since the war began - but am, I am glad to 
say, keeping very fit. So, I am even more glad to say is 
Mrs. H. who will be celebrating her 77th birthday this week. 
She seems to have taken on a new lease of life, so much so 
that we have decided to move back to the house (which I 
think you know) wherewe lived up to the time of my resignation 
from the Cabinet, when we moved to a smuller place. ~ .. ". 

My dear Victor, 

Best 0 f w 1shes 

Yours ever, 

Jan H. H. 

House of Assembly, 
Cape Town. 

19.9.48. 

, '. I am keeping very fit, and m~ mother is still very 
active and vigorous - at 84 - for all of which I am very 
grateful. I am happy to be relieved of the burden I have 
been carrying for so long, though of course from the broader 
point of view one regrets that the forces of reaction should 
have triumphed. One can't be sure that things won't go very 
far wrong, but we shall do our best to prevent that happening. 



- ,8 -

I look forward to seeing you again - but there is 
little prospect of ID¥ being able to visit EnglBndsoon 
agai~. I would be loath to leave my mother at her age, 
unless it were for some essential purpose. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jan H. Hofmeyr 
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