
Mr. Alan Paton 
23 Lynton Road 
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CHARLES SCRJBNER'S SONS 

@) 
PUBLISHERS 

597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

January 13, 1966 

Natal, South Africa 

Dear Alan: 

This is my oldest boy Charlie's first year at boarding school (St. 
Paul's School, Concord, New Hampshire). He is fourteen now and in the 
third form. During the Christmas vacation I made out a list of books 
for him to read (and also gave him a typewriter). The first book he 
read was CRY, THE BELOVED COUNTRY and I thought you might be interested 
in his reaction. Considering the fact that a father's reconunendation 
to his son is usually at a slight disadvantage per !£, I find this 
extraordinarily favorable, and hope that you will be encouraged, too! 

All best wishes to you and Dorrie for 1966, 

Yours ever, 
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January 9, 1966 
Dear 

This is more of a business le'tter than . . 
anything else. I am writing to s.ay thiLt I 
have finished Cry, The Beloved Country by: 
Alan Paton. Aldo I have decided to do my 
term paper on it. I found in the library a 
book also by Alan Paton called Tales From A 
Troubled Land whic~~ could also use in the paper~ 
As you know,. it is also about South Africa, so 
it would fit into the. paper ~ery well. I am 
qui te sure that IvIr. Godfrey will allow me t .o 
do my term paper on Cry, The Beloved Country 
Henry '!;he Fifth is coming along just fine. IV, 
is a great advantage for me to have been in 
the play of it at Buckley last yearl!! I am 
enjoying reading it very much •. 

I thought that Cry, The Beloved Country 
was an excellant book. It was sad in parts 
and ~ suppose that you'll tell me how you 
cried all the way through it , but I liked 
it very much. If all the books on the reading 
list are as gooU as this one, I think I am 
going to enjoy them ~~y much!!!! The only 
trouble is that all the way through to the 
very end I thought that some miricle would 
happen and Kumalo's son would be shO'Nn mercy 
and let off the hook. I guess that everybody 
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just doesn't live happily ever after anymore!!! 
It made a very affective story, though, by 
having the boy die. I think this is,,the 
perfect type of book to write a paper on 
because of all the morals involved 'and the 
conflicts of the ~ives and the Europeans 
in South Africa that are brought to the reader's 
attention by Mr. Paton. 

I hope I have said enough about the. book~ 
I only want to add that I am looking foreward to 
reading the other Paton book, Tales From A 
Troubled Land, and Ethan Frome , which ia 
the next book on the fist I am going to read~ 

Also, would you please send up to me the: 
books from the reading list on my shelf in 
my room~ Leave out Ethan Frome, for I have 
taken a copy out of the library up here~ 

I'll write you another letter like thi& 
one when I have finished the next book. 

wve, 
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