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Mr. Peter Brown, National Chairman 
of the Liberal Party of South Africa 

A CCORDING to Mr. De Wet 
Nel there are 250 "Black

spots" in Natal. According to 
apartheid each one is offensive 
and must be removed. According 
to Mr. De Wet Nel it is his policy 
to see that they move soon. 

What is . a "blackspot"? It is 
a place where Africans Jive in 
freehold in what the Nationalist 
Party calls "White South Africa". 
Most Natal "blackspots" have 
been in existence since before 
1910. Some are farms owned by 
individ uals; some are "mixed" 
suburbs of rural towns; some are 
country areas, bought initially by 
a tribe or a group of individuals, 
where families live on small 
freehold plots. All of them are 
distinguished by the fact that the 
people who live in them bought 
their land legally, believing that 
by doing so they were buying 
security of tenure and that a 
"White" government meant it 
when it said that a title-deed 
gave such security. 

Most of them have built up com
munity lives based on western 
institutions. All of them are dis
tinguished by the independence of 
their people and these people's pride 
in their homes, schools, churches 
and small businesses . . . and their 
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THE LONG VIEW - By Peter Brown 

'BLACKSPOTS' REMOVALS 
What Apartheid is 

400 1000 People 
Doing to 

in Natal 
• The South African Government claims that "Black

spot" removals are necessary to preserve what is 
called "white . civilisation". In fact the removals 
destroy one of the basic principles of western 
society, the sanctity of individual property. 

• A civilisation worth preserving keeps its promises. 
The Government is deliberately breaking promises 
made to African purchasers of land by its pre
decessors of 60 years ago. 

desire to be left in peace to live 
where they are. 

According to a rough survey made 
in 19 "blackspots" in 1958, and 
presuming these represent a cross
section of the 250, the effect of the 
removal plan will be to uproot 
some 400,000 people, either free
holders or their tenants, and to 
destroy some 80,000 homes, 700 
churches, 350 shops and 300 schools. 

Until recently, it was possible 
only to guess what would happen to 
a "blackspot" when it was moved. 
Now the experience of Besterspruit 
has shown that, whatever the fears 
may have been, the reality is likely 
to be much worse. 

• A principle of any civilisation is the integrity of 
family life. Blackspot removals will convert to 
migrant labourers, or to rightless serfs, the members 
of 250 communities which had spent two genera
tions building some degree of family security 
against great odds. 

• Some 400,000 people who had escaped from the 
straightjackets of tribalism and municipal location 
regulations will be forced back into one or the 
other. 

ejected from the location at any 
time that he became and remained 
unemployed. If the Bantu Laws 
Amendment Bill is passed os it stands 
the authorities will be able to eject 
him from it at any time that they 
decide that it is in the public interest 
that they should do so. 

A visit to Vryheid soon after the 
Besterspruit removal provided an 
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enlightening picture of the workings 
of apartheid . On one side of the 
main Zululand road out of the town 
were gardens dotted with fruit-trees 
and, in among them, heaps of rubble. 
Sometimes the rubble was wattle-and
daub, sometimes it was brick, but 
always it was the remains of a once
cherishcd home. On the other side 
of the road, some few hundred yards 
away, stood rows of tents, arranged 
with military precision. There was 
no accommodation in Vryheid loca
tion for the families which had 
chosen to move there. There they 
were in their tents, a quarter of a 
mile away from, and still in sight 
of, the bulldozed remains of their 
once substantial houses. 

Wet for Weeks 
SOON AFTER THE PEOPLE 

MOVED INTO THE TENTS THE 
RAIN STARTED. IT WAS WET 
FOR WEEKS. COOKING HAD TO 
BE DONE IN THE TENTS, BED
DING WAS SOAKED AND 
RUINED, SANITARY ARRANGE
MENTS WERE APPALLING, AND 
THIEVING WAS RIFE. IT IS SAID 
THAT AT LEAST FIVE SEWING 
MACHINES DISAPPEARED FROM 
UNDER THE FLAPS OF THOSE 
TENTS - EACH ONE REPRE· 
SENTING HOW MANY YEARS 
OF PAINFUL SAVING? 

If Besterspruit means anything, it 
will take a long, long time for any 
"Blackspot" family to re-establish 
itself at anything like the same level 
of life to which it has struggled 
up over the years. 

The "B1ackspot" removal plan is 
an assault on principles fundamental 
to the Christian and the western 
way of life. What are White 
opponents of apartheid, who claim 
to uphold these values, going to do 
about it? 

Bore Waste 

Besterspruit was a small com
munity of some 3,000 people on the 
outskirts of the Northern Natal town 
of Vryheid. At the beginning of 
this century a Mr. Bain sub-divided 
his farm and sold land, which would 
have fetched £3 an acre for farming 
purposes, to Mricans, for £10 an 
acre, for residential purposes. 

IN VRYHEID WHO WISHED TO 
CONTINUE TO LIVE WITH HIS 
FAMILY WOULD HAVE TO 
TRAVEL 40 MILES TO AND 
FROM WORK, EACH DAY. HIS 
BUS FARE WOULD BE 50 CENTS 
A DAY. IF HE WORKED SIX 
DAYS A WEEK HIS TRA VEL
LING EXPENSES WOULD BE 
RI2 A MONTH. AN AVERAGE 
WAGE FOR AN AFRICAN 
WORKER IN VRYHEID IS RIO 
A MONTH. 

Two Alternatives THE HIGH COSTS OF MOVING 
Where will the "blackspot" people 

go to? Charlestown "squatters" are 
at this moment being moved to 
Duckponds, six miles from Newcastle 
and 40 miles from their present 
homes. Other Charlestown residents 
have been told that they will go to 
Buffalo Flats, 18 miles from New
castle, over 50 from their present 
homes, a bare and unattractive waste. 
People from Besterspruit have gone 
to Mondlo. 

By 1963 there were some 400 
families living in freehold at Bester
spruit and a number of other 
families living as their tenants. When 
removal came this February the free
holders were offered alternative 
accommodation at Mondlo. The 
accommodation at Mondlo consisted 
of a tent on a 2,000 sq. ft. site. 

MONDLO IS 20 MILES FROM 
VRYHEID. A PERSON WORKING 

A man who decided that he could 
not afford this travelling had two 
alternatives. He could decide to 
break up his family, deposit his wife 
and children at Mondlo and live in 
"bachelor" quarters in Vryheid. His 
other alternative was to abandon his 
hard-won freehold rights, and agree 
to move into the municipal location. 

The implications of such a decision 
are enormous. Under existing urban 
areas legisladon the man could be 

F OR the people who moved to 
Mondlo the picture is no 

prettier. It is not only the cost 
of transport which is prohibitive. 
Bricks which cost R8 a thousand 
at Vryheid cost RI4 at Mondlo. 
Meat is twice as expensive. Mealie
meal is R4.50 a bag as against 
R3.45. 

There is no building sand at 
Mondlo; in the early days the only 
water came by lorry; and all 

wood must be bought. Even on 
the basis of reasonable compen
sation at Besterspruit, it would 
have been virtually impossible for 
anyone to restablish an equivalent 
home at Mondlo. But the com
pensation at Besterspruit was not 
reasonable. As an example, one 
freeholder, in his ignorance, accep
ted compensation of R400 for a 
property later valued by a sworn 
valuator at R800. 


