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Mr A. Paton, 
23 Lynton Road, 
KLOOF, Natal. 

Dear Alan, 

HOFMEYR 

17/9/64 

I owe you replies to various letters. My dealings 
have been rather exclusively with the printer recently, in 
finalising all sorts of details. 

Yours of 31 August: These points are noted and 
have been attended to. We gr(ew a little nervous ourselves 
but we have taken steps to partially safeguard ourselves and 
your book. 

I am most grateful to you for your generous reply 
to my rather sheepish letter about the concisions. I did not 
much enjoy making those cuts of 3 lines or so e·ach', especially 
because your writing is so spare and economical. With most 
other w-F±tiars the job would have been comparatively easy. 

Yours of 4 September: 
(2) We have the photograph from the Registrar of the Witwaters
rand University. It is not in colour but is from the Senate 
Room. 
(4) Molteno had looked very carefully at this paragraph, 
together with me. I felt I ~ould not ask him to, look at it 
again because he looked at it from every point of view, not 
only Leibbrandt's or van Blerk's. 
(7) I have dealt with this Publishers' Note as attached. 
When this whole problem arose I automatically thought of 
consulting Dr van der Ross as the Oracle on such occasions. 
I first asked Leo, who did not think it was necessary to ask 
the Oracle. Perhaps, too, I was influenced by an anxiety 
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that he might not agree with me. However, by the time I had 
nothing to lose by asking him, that is, yesterday, I phoned 
him. Though his preference is for a capital C, he recognises 
that both usages are current and he himself would not be at 
all perturbed by the small c; but for the '5%', as he put it, 
who might take exception, he suggested a footnote to cover us 
and you. I have drafted it as attached and do trust that it 
will meet the case. As this section is about to be machined 
and will be machining by the time you receive this letter, 
there is not much you can now do about it, but I have tried to 
keep as close to your draft as I can. I could not give your 
last sentence in full because I do not see why there should be 
some occasions when usage required 'Colouredt and others when 
it requires 'coloured'. Both usages are justifiable but which
ever is chosen it should be consistent throughout any one book. 

Yours of 5 September: We were so worried that we 
might get the wrong Conroy in the caption that we took out 
this Photograph altogether and replaced it with the Times photo 
of Hofmeyr among the generals. This arrived via James Just in 
time for inclusion, and is rather good, not only as a photograph 
but as recording one of his few emergences into the wider 
world. 

The jacket is being proceeded with apace and will 
be sent to you as soon as advance copies are printed. You may 
be interested to hear that we are printing 40,000 prospectuses, 
of which 35,000 are at the direct request of booksellers. The 
one side of the prospectus will be the same as the front of the 
book. The back will comprise the blurb and an order-form. Also 
we are having special showcards produced with the front of the 
jacket (with photograph of Hofmeyr) and the back of the jacket 
(with photograph of you). 

If you wish to autograph the copies you are 
sending to America and elsewhere, let us know how many copies 
you will need in addition to your six author's copies {which we 
shall charge against royalties). As long as you pack each book 
with a protective layer of corrugated cardboard round it, leave 
one end open in case the P.O. wants to confirm that it is a book, 
and mark the label by bookpost, that is all that is required. If 
you would prefer to send us addresses and cards for enclosure, 
we would see to the posting for you. May I suggest that you 
include Donald Molteno? 

It is up to you whether you have a copy specially 
bound for Peter. Its cost all depends on the way it is bound, 
of course, but it will probably be between R5-00 and Rl0-00. 
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It is good to see the end of my responsibility 
in the editorial and productive work for your book. Now it 
is over to the printers, who are on their toes to make a good 
job of it. It is also over to our Trade Department to carry 
on with selling the book in large quantities, and finally 
back to us again to look after the publicity to newspapers. 
I am going to Grahamstown for a week on Sunday, and on my 
return will be tying up any loose ends. I have enjoyed our 
relationship so much during the production of this book that 
I would like you to write another one! 

Yours, 

JtiN~ 
D.H. PHILIP 
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