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Dear Protessor Sutton, 

23 Lynton Road, 
KI,OOF, 
Natal. 

30th soptomber, 1969. 

Some years ago I approached the Council o:f' the uni
versity o:f' the Witwatersrand to know it' they would make avail
able to me the Minutes o:f' the Council meetings tor the purpose 
of the Hof'uleyr biograpl\Y. Dr. Raikes, on behalf ot the Council, 
replied that that body was o:f' opinion that there were people 
living who u1igllt be hurt by any publiontion of material to be 
found 1n the Minutes. I suppose t.he 0ounoil had Mrs. Hotmeyr 
in mind, but ns you lcnow, ahe ie now dead. The only other 
person who might oonoe1vably be reminded ot pa1.nt'ul events 
might be ~a. Sttbbe, but I oan asouro you that there will 
only be the briefest mention or the affair which involved .Mr. 
Hofmeyr 1n such unhappiness. What 1s far more important is the 
damage that was caused to his 01m personal relationships with 
the Huernlee, Rhoinallt Joneses, Mrs. Ballinger, and othere -
all persons who would have been his stoutest supporters 1n 
later years, but who were alienated trom him and from his 
mother by the part he played 1n the 8t1bbe affair. 

These events are, I believe, among the most important 
1n the whole biography, and I shall have no choice but to relate 
them, but it would of course make IJij" task easier and make the 
biography more valuable tf one were always able to produce 
facts and not sometimes surmises. 

I would also wish to renew the assurance that I made 
on a previous occasion that I am not interested in scandal and 
sensation for its own sake, but rather 1n events that throw 
light on the aubjeot o:f' the biography. After all, it is forty 
years since Mr. Ho1"meyr was appointed Principal. or the Univer
sity, so that there 1s little danger or creating scandal or of 
hurting any living person. I further give you my assurance 
that there is no SUl"Viving relative of the late J.H. Hotmeyr 
who is likely 1n any wa:s to be affected by the publication ot 
the truth about his Princ1pa1sh1p. 

I respectt'ull.y ask you to support nzy request to the 
Oouno11. 

Yours sincerely, 


