
Dear Leif', 

23 Lynton Road, 
KLOOF, 
Natal. 

27th February, 1962. 

Thank you for your letter of' February 20 . 

I enclose the Indian chapter which I think was 
built with fewer bricks than any other chapter 1n the 
book. It w.as quite an ef'tort f'or me to reconstruct the 
Indian journey, and I hope I have done it correctly. I 

' would be glad f'or any remarks you make on any portion but 
I particularly want your help on page 9. You will realise 
that where the second paragraph of' this page states, ••and 
there they stayed with Sir Akbar Hydari '' that this should 
read of course that Hof'meyr and his mother stayed there. 

Was the Ranee one of' the daughters-in-law of' 
the Nizam? · And is "Ranee" her correct title? I note you 
say the younger sister-in-law was a Princess. You will 
see how very sketchy this paragraph is. I wonder also if 
you could tell me · if' the Hotmeyrs took back two photographs, 
one each of', the Ranee and her sister-in-law, or one photo
graph of both. 

The next paragraph deals .with the train journey. 
Again I had to skate over thin ice, because, according to 
newspaper cuttings, the train left Hyderabad about 8 p.m. 
At what part of this journey did Ho:tmeyr actually dodge his 
mother? .Am I right in saying that you and Dames and others 
were together? 

You will note at the bottom ~f page 6 that I men
tion the difficulties between Hofmeyr and Kemp and the ques
tion as to who was the senior lady. It was Dames who told 
me that Hy~ari had smoothed things over and that Hof'f'ie had 
asked him to do so. This does not mean that Hotmeyr asked 
him to mediate at all. It is a pity that one does not know 
what Ho:tmeyr asked him to .do. 

I should explain the ''shades of' Stibbe. · Hotmeyr's 
principalship of Wi.ts was clouded by the Stibbe .affair which 
led Hotmeyr into an irresolvable struggle with his Senate, 
and I am sure he would have hesitated before getting ·into such 
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a situation again. · I think Wits taught ~im a great deal 
about his shortcomings 1n dealing with o,her persons. 

Anything you can do, my dear Leif, to give colour 
to this Indian journey will be of great help to me. 

Best regards to you both from Dorrie and me. 

Yours ever, 
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