
Mr H.F. Oppenheimer, 
Anglo-American Corporation, 
Johannesburg. 

Dear M~ Oppenheimer, 
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23 Lyntoii Road, 
KLOOF, 
Natal.•o ' 
April 3, I962 

! remember some years ago discu~sing 
with you the Hofmeyr biography, · and you told me that 
he nad been offered the general , managership o.f the 
Chamber of Mines in· 1938 after his resignation. Woul.d 
y-0u be so kind as to let. me have copies of that 
correspondence? 

I do not presume in this biography 
to examine Hofmeyr• s skill as a Finance Minist,e:r. It . 
would be beyond me and the book is more psychological 
and political than otherwise, but -I would be very much 
in you,r <:tebt if you would give me a brief aoo.ount of 
what your late father thought of him as. Finanoe 
Minister, and perhaps also as Minister of Mines. 

The end of the work is beginning 
to come in sight and I have found it a most fascinating 
task, only much more exacting ths.n I ever thought it 
wou1d be. Nevertheless, I am glad that I did not w~ite 
it earlier, fo~ in the first place I wou1d not have 
been able to give the full. account of his relationship 
with his mother, nor wou1d I have been able to give 
.small pen pictures of her at intervals throughout ~he 
book, nor, most important of all, would I have been 
able to see his life with that objectivity of which I 
am now capable. I think five or six years ago I would 
have wanted this biography to prove something. Now 
above all I want 1 t to be a true account of the life • 
of a man, who, with al.l his faults and virtues, has 
made as fascinating a study as one oould wish to 
unde~ake11 

Hoping very much that you will be 
able to give me this as sis ta.nee .• 

Yours sincerely, 


