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Dear Sir Keith, 

.May 2, I962. 

Pt I 

23 Lynton Road, 
Kloof, 
Natal 1 South Africa 

I should have written to you earlier to thank 
· you for the proofs of "Smuts, the Sanguine Years~ I offer 

you my sincere congratulations on the first volume which is 
by far the most satisfying picture that has so far been 
painted of this extraordinary man., It will naturally be the 
second volume which will be of vital interest to me, but as I 
:ij.ope to finish ray own book within a few months I shall have to 
do without the help i .t would have given me . 

___, As I think I wrote to you before, Smuts was 

,__, 

a far greater influence in Hofmeyr•s life than Hofmeyr was in 
his. Nevertheless, Hofmeyr was in a very favourable position to 
observe Smuts. It is well known that he declined to express 
opinions about Smuts. For example• when he was Chairman of The 
Forum, his editors could not get him to talk about Smuts. But 
there were some exceptions, Sarah Gertrude Millin was one. He 
also thought it safe to write to friends abroad, but even then 
never expansively. 

Would it be of help to you if I were to s end you 
the typescript of the chapters 1929 to 1939. 

Now unfortunately I cannot receive the same kind 
of help from you. I know you must be busy, and therefore if 
you are unable to accede to my request I would understand your 
position. I have drawn up a number of questions, and if you can 
answer them that will be a great help to me .. I do not think I 
would ask you this if I thought that I alone would benefit. I 
think both of us stand to gain, because Hofmeyr undoubtadly was 
not only a m~ifioent lieutenant, but also had some strange 
place in Smuts•s affections. 

of your work. 

I enclose,separately, the questions . 

With all good wishes for the successful completion 

Yours sincerely, 


