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M AY I commence very simply bysaymg how sincerely 

I rejoice in what is for me an academic home-coming. 

Almost exactly twenty-two years ago I began what seemed 

to be my real life's work as a youthful Professor at what was then 

still the South Mrican School of Mines and Technology. Two years 

later the Council, greatly daring, made me the Principal of what had 

since become the University College, Johannesburg. For five years I 

had the honour of helping to lay the foundations of what is now this 

great University of the Witwatersrand. I left it feeling that I was 

leaving a large part of myself behind. For a time I was privileged 

to resume my association with it as its Vice-Chancellor. Now there 

has come to me the crowning glory of being elected Chancellor of the 

University. I feel that I have come home again, and I am very happy 

to .be here. 
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Baie graag wil ek, meneer die Vise-Kanselier, my dank en 

waardering uitspreek vir die onderskeiding wat my te beurt geval 

het in my verkiesing as Kanselier van die Universiteit van die 

Witwatersrand. Die Universiteit het die eer gehad om as sy eerste 

Kanselier te kan henoem S.K.H. Prins Arthur van Conn aught, un 

wie se dienste as Goewerneur-Generaal Suid-Afrika altoos met 

dankbaarheid sal terugdink. In die werksaamhede en die vooruitgang 

van die Universiteit het hy steeds 'n lewendige belang gestel - in 8y 

afsterwe het ons 'n swaar verlies gely. En nou het die Universiteit 

my as gebore Mrikaner die eer aangedoen om my as sy opvolger te 

kies. Ek beskou dit as die grootste onderskeiding wat ek ooit ontvang 

het. Maar afgesien daarvan, verskaf dit ook vir my baie groot 

voldoening, dat ek weer in noue aanraking kan staan met die Raad 

van die Universiteit, onder wie ek in die verlede as Rektor gedien 

het, met die Senaat en personeel, waaronder daar nog so baie is van 

my kollegas van weleer, met Konvokasie wat grotendeels bestaan uit 

oud-studente van daardie tyd, en nie die minste met die studente van 

vandag. Ek hoop hulle sal dit my gun dat ek my nie net as hulle 

Kanselier, maar ook as hulle vriend beskryf. Dit is as hulle vriend dat 

ek hulle wil vra om hul kragte te wy aan die diens van Suid-Afrika, 

die ontwikkeling van 'n welvarend, gelukkige land, die opbou nn '. 

sterk. onverdeelde, Suid-Afrikaanse nasie. 
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.And so, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, I stand before a Congregation of 
this University once again, clad in the dignified apparel of academic 
respectability, the politician within me decently hidden and obscured. 
Of course it is good for me to be here. I cannot fail to be conscious 
of the inspiration. One expects to derive such inspiration from 
association with any University. One finds it in added measure in one 
which has not yet lost the quality of youth. This is still but a stripling 
University. It has no towers that" whisper the last enchantments of 
the Middle Age." The passage of time has not yet brought it the 
stability which enables it with safety to become" a home of lost causes, 
forsaken beliefs, unpopular names and impossible loyalties." Another 
University, the foremost University in Great Britain - both you, Mr. 
Vice-Chancellor, and you, Mr. Principal, will agree that I need not 
ipecify it any more precisely - has been described in these lines: 

" The grey-haired, beaten body with the heart of twenty-one, 
Grey winter-head, June-hot with summer fancies; 
Wom, wise heart, where the madcap vintage dances." 

This University still has the heart of twenty-one; in it the madcap 
vintage has not ceased to hold its revels. But it has no age-beaten 
body; its eye is not yet dim, nor its natural force abated. 

In the maintenance of its vitality this University cannot but be 
aided by its association with the abidingly youthful communities of 
Johannesburg and the Witwatersrand. This University is established 
in Johannesburg, that most vivid and vital of cities, Mr. Mayor, ever 
renewing its youthful vigour like the eagle. But the constituency which 
it primarily serves is the Witwatersrand. I am glad that eighteen 
years ago, when you, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, piloted through Parliament 
the Act which created our University, we decided to call it the 
University of the Witwatersrand. It is a picturesque name. It is a 
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name reminiscent of the earlier traditions of the Transvaal. It is a 
name which calls up, not unfittingly, the picture of a University set 
upon a hill, from which there flow the waters that are for the healing 
of the nation. But it is a name not least significant in that it records 
our association with that eighty-mile stretch of vigour and activity, 
which is not merely a geographical watershed, but represents also the 
great divide in our South African history between the primitive, 
isolated, pastoral society of fifty years ago and the self-conscious, 
forward-looking South African nation of to-day. A University of the 
Witwatersrand, established in Johannesburg, cannot but be called to 

greatness. 

Nor has this University shown itself unworthy of its high calling. 
Of its capacity for growth I need not speak. The difficulties of keeping 
pace with that growth are sometimes only too painfully evident. In 
academic pioneering it has been no laggard among the University 
institutions of South Africa. In service to the community it has given 
liberally, and with an increasing measure · of acceptance. Of the fact 
that that service is appreciated the evidence steadily accumul~tes. 
Public bodies have increased their grants, the response to the last 
University appeal was most generous, and within the last year the 
University has received two donations of an outstanding nature. The 
late Mr. A. E. Capelli bequeathed £50,000 to the University. This 
bequest will be available for general purposes, but by way of 
commemoration the Council has decided to name the East Wing of the 
~reat new Central Block at Milner Park after him. More recently 
Mr. Wolf Hillman has undertaken to donate an amount of some 
£25,000, which will make it possible to erect and equip a further 
much-needed building for the Faculty of Engineering. I am sure that 
not only the University, but the whole of the Witwatersrand will delight 
to honour these generous givers. 

Page Six 

I have spoken of the rapidity of our University's growth_ It is 
the outstanding event in South Africa's educational history. I have 

. spoken of the stimulus which that growth has received from the 
University's association with the Witwatersrand. I cannot help linking 
up these facts with the further fact that the Witwatersrand is the part 
of South Africa where the spirit of freedom, of true democracy, is most 
naturally at home. But in doing so I am reminded of the nexus of obliga
tion uniting Universities and democracy. It is the two great democratic 
nations, the Republic of the United States and the Republic of 
Switzerland, which have been foremost in their belief in the necessity 
of higher education for the highest life of the people. There is a 
tablet in the wall of the University of Geneva which strikingly 
illustrates the spirit of the true University town. It records that, in 
dedicating the building to the higher studies, the people of Geneva 
acknowledged the benefits conferred by a University in guaranteeing 
the fundamental principles of liberty. 

If ever it was necessary for Universities to play their part in 
guaranteeing the fundamental principles of liberty, it is in this modern 
world of ours. We have seen in our day the emergence of the new 
dictatorship, and that has meant, over large areas of Europe, the 

. supersession of the free spirit of independent-minded individuals by 
a standardised mass-mentality, the degradation of the citizen into a 
mere soulless atom in the fabric of the omnipotent state, the heartless 
persecution of racial, religious and political minorities. Undoubtedly 
the greatest conflict in the world to-day is the conflict between the 
spirit of democracy and the spirit of authoritarianism. In that conflict 
no University worthy of its great tradition can fail to range itself on 
the side of democracy. 

We must not under-estimate the danger. The authoritarianism of 
the diclatorl! of to-day is an aggressive creed. Democracy, it has 
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heen said recently, is not an article of export. It is undemocratic to 
seek to foist democratic institutions on nations which do not desire 
them. The democrat, as he views dictatorship countries, contents himself 
with the Biblical injunction " Ephraim is joined unto idols; let him 
alone." But while democracy is not an article of export, authori
tarianism seemingly is. As I have said, it is an aggressive creed. 
Ephraim will not let us alone. It has been so with Russian Communism; 
it is so with Fascism and Nazism. And the propaganda of authori
tarianism is of the most subtle kind. It makes use of the exploitatioD 
of natural sentiments and prejudices. It is typical of its method that 
it should have revived anti-Semitism, which through the centuries has 
heen one of the ways in which the baser feelings and sentiments of 
humanity have expressed themselves. Moreover, its propaganda starts 
with an advantage. Democracy has certain obvious weaknesses which 
have in recent years become increasingly evident. It moves slowly
it does not react to a crisis until the crisis is right on top of it, when' 
it may be too late - it is, superficially at least, an inefficient form 
of government - moreover, it lacks the discipline of authoritarianisIJ4 
and in South Africa there is a tendency toward indiscipline, which 
needs to be corred:ed. As a result we tend readily to forget that 
discipline, efficiency are not enough. The great advances of humanity 
have come not from discipline - they have come from the operation 
of the free human spirit. 

When, then, as its Chancellor, I summon this University to range 
itself on the side of democracy, it is of democracy as the vehicle of 
that free human spirit, of democracy as the expression of the principle 
of freedom, that I chiefly think. What are the essential elements in 
that freedom? There are two that I regard as of outstanding importance. 
The first is freedom to criticise. It is a natural fallacy to confound 
democracy with majority rule. To dispel that fallacy it is merely 
necessary to point out that there are some peoples whose tradition and 
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outlook are such that the majority desires to have an autocratic form of 
government. The test to determine whether a government is democratic 
is not the extent to which the majority approves of it, but the extent 
to which the minority is free to criticise it. TIe people may at the 
polls give a party an overwhelming majority, but it is quite possible 
for the Government which comes into power as a result to diverge very 
far from the spirit of democracy. Sometimes there is a tendency to 
rule through an inner Cabinet - a Cabinet within the Cabinet - with 
the corollary of unwillingness to consult those who should be consulted 
in the framing of national policies. That is undemocratic. Sometimes 
there is the tendency to stifle and suppress legitimate opposition. 
There is always the danger of the attitude of mind appropriate to 
dictatorship developing in those who have been called to positions of 
authority in democratic lands. There are those who, in the absolute 
assurance of their own rectitude, resent the , fact that anyone should 
hold an opinion different from their own. When that does happen, 
they ascribe it not to intellectual conviction, but to some form of 
moral turpitude. So they become impatient of the free expression of 
opinion - they want to put restraints on opposition and criticism
they desire to see created in support of their views and policies that 
servile, standardised mass-mentality which is one of the instruments 
of dictatorship. Emerson once declared that democracy tends to 
become" a government of bullies tempered by editors." It is doubtless 
that tendency which expresses itself in attacks on the freedom of the 
press even in democratic lands. That in turn emphasises the point that 
democracy in our day is fighting on two fronts - against the enemy 
from without, and the enemy from within. The maintenance of the 
essential freedom to criticise is a primary condition of its success in 
the latter aspect of its fight. 

Freedom to criticise - alongside of that I place, as essential in 
the freedom which democracy expresses, freedom to develop. It is no 
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part of the teaching of democracy that all men are created equal. 
What is essential for democracy is that all men should be regarded as 
free - free to develop to the full extent of their capacity. The kernel 
of its underlying philosophy is that there is an indestructible value in 
human personality as such that in every man irrespective of race or 
colour or creed there is a final essence, call it if you will an immortal 
soul, over which no other human being may claim dominion, that 
every man has an inalienable right to develop that personality, and 
that no man dare say him Nay nor set limits to that development. 
That after all is what has made the advance of humanity through the 
ages possible. The spirit of human progress is also one which bloweth 
where it listeth. 

It is this aspect of democracy, freedom to develop, which is 
perhaps of special significance for us in South Africa. We who are 
of European stock find ourselves in a position of trusteeship in relation 
to less privileged, less developed peoples. We have accepted that 
trusteeship as a matter of national policy. We have described it as 
a Christian trusteeship. Are we prepared in the spirit which that implies 
to encourage and stimulate the development of our wards, facing with 
faith and fearlessness the prospect of their growing up as a result 
of that development? Or do we accompany our acceptance of the 
doctrine of trusteeship with a secret reservation, that the interests of 
ourselves as Europeans must always be predominant? The question 
of equality is not in issue - there is nothing essentially undemocratic 
in recognising the facts of present difference - but we as a South 
African nation shall be judged to be undemocratic before the bar of 
history to the extent to which we deprive the non-European races of 

our land of freedom to develop. 

I have spoken of the challenge to democracy in our day; I have 
indicated what are the essentials of democracy which we are called 
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upon to defend. May I remind you again of the University's high 
calling to guarantee the fundamental principles of freedom. Academic 
freedom - freedom of thought and of expression - is the University's 
own most cherished possession. When it surrenders that, it loses the 
very justification of its existence. What can it do to foster and maintain 
freedom in the world outside its portals? I have time only to mention 
one aspect of the answer, but that the most important. The University's 
primary function is the making of men. It can best serve the cause 
01 freedom by giving to the community men and women with the 
qualities of mind, of spirit, and of character which will fit them to be 
its very doughty champions. 

What are those qualities? On the intellectual side I shall be bold 
enough to mention what is commonly known as the academic spirit. 
In the political world the word academic is a term of reproach. Perhaps 
the appropriate comment is, so much the worse for the political world. 
It is a term of reproach because the academic man is supposed 
necessarily to be unpractical. There is no greater fallacy than that. 
The Scotch are sometimes said to be deficient in a sense of humour 

- I am not sure that the truth is not that they have a sense of humour 
so intense as to prevent them from appreciating the quips and oddities 
that appeal to the rest of us who are less gifted than they are. And 
similarly I am not sure that, very often, the supposedly unpractical 
academic man does not see more deeply into the really important 
practical issues of a problem than does the bluff contemptuous 
politician, who proudly claims for himself that blessed modern 
attribute 01 being realistic. Certainly our public life would be all the 

better for more of the unprejudiced thinking, the ruthless analysis 
and the loyalty to objective impartial fact, which are the essence of 

the academic spirit. The academic man can conceive no higher ideal 
than the pursuit of Truth, disinterested, unflinching, unafraid. And. 
democracy needs no other ally than Truth. Its enemies are those who 
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cannot see the truth clearly, who build their world not on solid rocks 
but on the shifting sands of opinion and prejudice, who go for their 
criterion of action to the mutable expediencies rather than to the eternal 
verities. Earl Baldwin as Lord Rector of the University of Edinburg. 
emphasised as one of the functions of the University the task of giving 
the community men and women with minds that turn on the poles of 
truth. That surely is not the least of the services which it can render 
to the harassed cause of democracy to·day. 

Then there are the spiritual qualities which are in the University's 
gift. I can sum up what is essential in them in the words humanity 
and tolerance. In the old days the University's main function was the 
teaching of the Humanities. The connotation of that term has been 
narrowed - but the true University is still the essential seed-bed of 
true humanity. What do I mean by humanity? Just the spirit which 
flows from the recognition that there is something which all men as men 
have in common, and which is far more fundamental than all the things 
that distinguish and divide them. General Smuts, as Chancellor of our 
sister University of Cape Town, declared that this recognition of the 
common humanity of all men is the first principle and very foundation 
of our human culture. He went further - he preached the gospel of 
toleration among humans to the extent even of what he called racial 
indifference. That conception of culture, as something not narrowly 
national, but broadly human, we in this Universi~ shall, I know, gladly 
accept. We count ourselves also ready converts to the gospel of 
toleration, and knowing that the maintenance of the principle of 
tolerance is in the modern world the first line in the defence of 
democracy, we gladly offer that as part of our contribution to the 

cause. 

But I cannot help feeling that the intellectual and spiritual 
qualities of which I have spoken are not enough. Democracy in the88 
days requires even more for its defence. It requires that greatest of aU 
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qualities - the quality of character, firm, determined, resolute to 
say No when it needs to be said, and to face the consequences of 
saying it. In his October broadcast to the United States Mr. Winston 
Churchill recalled the remark of Alexander the Great that the peoples 
of Asia were slaves because they had not learned to produce the word 
No. The world retrogression of our time, the setback to democracy, 
have largely been due to the inability of leaders of democratic states 
to say No. Here in our own land there have been unhappy 
indications of a similar inability to say No in relation to the forces 
of reaction which cannot but, if left unchecked, ultimately subvert our 
freedom. If democracy and freedom, and with them civilisation, are 
to be saved for humanity, the democratic nations must be strong and 
firm to say No. If we in South Africa are to maintain the essentials 
of liberty, freedom to criticise and freedom to develop, there must also 
be those among us strong and firm to say No, taking their stand and 
counting not the cost. I desire nothing better for this our University 
than that it should give South Africa men and women such as these. 

To you, the students of the University, I am speaking to-day for 
the first time as your Chancellor. I have spoken to you of freedom and 
the modern world's menace to it. It needs, as never before, defenders, 
stern and resolute, but withal lavish of the best that is in them. I want 
to enrol you for that fight. There is no fairer cause to fight for than 
the cause of freedom. Six hundred years ago the Nobles and Commons 
of Scotland at Arbroath made that historic declaration: 

" We fight not for glory, nor for wealth nor for honour, but 
for that freedom which no good man will surrender but 

with his life." 

"That freedom which no good man will surrender but with his 
life." That is the good fight which I ask you to fight. And may you 
quit you like men, men at once conscript and consecrated of you.r 
own free will, in the warfare that lies ahead. 
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