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Dear Mr. Paton: 

March 17, 1971 

Thank you for your response to my previous letter. I wi II 
now try to explain those parts which were a bit cryptic. 

I go on reading binges and was on one recently during 
which I happened to read "South African Tragedi' while almost 
simultaneously reading Irving Stone's uAdversary in the House. U 

Th is last is a biography of the Soc ial ist labor leader Eugene V. Debs 
whose adversary was his wife o Mr. Stone does a careful, sensitive, 
revealing study of how utterly dominating Mrs. Debs was and how 
she was therefore really quite destructive. 

To have read both of these books about men whose promise 
was limited or stifled while at the same time going through a dissolu
tion of marriage to a similar kind of woman made many things very 
clear to me. One of them was how I had gone Jan Hofmeyer one 
better by marrying and carrying the mother- son qual ities into a 
marriage relationship. Now perhaps you can see why your book meant 
so much. 

Many years ago my brother was killed in an automobile 
accident while we were in the middle of working sbmething out 
that had clouded our re1ationsh ip somewhat. A few years later my 
father died and I was again left with some unfinished emotional 
business. I have simply resolved from those experiences not to be 
cheated by death again and therefore wanted you to know of my 
admiration and gratitude while we are both still here. 
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I thought of you again early this morning and with a heavy heart. 
How do you bear up under what appears to be the present political pogrom? 
I suspect you do the same thing I do, which is to get very angry, very 
frustrated and helpless, and then turn to doing what you can that is near 
at hand. 

Please do not feel any necessity to respond unless of course the 
spirit moves you. 

JMS:zb 

Cordially, 

J. M. STUBBLEBINE, MoDo 
Program Chief 
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