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NOTES OF ME . G AT GEN. SMUTS'S HOUSE File 5 Bo~ 
on 19.1.33 

At about 8.45 p.m. Gen Smuts invited Dr. Colin Steyn and myself 
to join Mr. Roos and himself. They had been conversing alone for about 
half an hour. 

Mr. Roos opened the conversation by saying that he understood from 
his previous conversation with Gen. Smuts that his (!vir. Roos 's) Johannes
burg offer was not acceptable. He understood Gen. Smuts's difficulties 
- his own difficluty was that he could not do anything that would savour 
of his handing over of his Nationalist supporters to theS.A.P. He em
phasised that there were Nationalists Cabinet Ministers today, and sug
gested that he could not diverge too far from the present position in 
this respect. He was prepared to modify his Johannesburg offer to the 
extent ~ of agreeing to a Cabinet of ten, 5 S.A.P. and five of his sup
porters, of whom one would be a Labour representative, the latter five 
to have the choice of the PM. 

He indicated quite frankly that he could give no assurance on the 
question of turning this Government out. He admitted that his Parlia
mentary position at present was weak, and emphasised in this connection 
his lack of a newspaper and of organisation, but he said that he felt 
that Gen. Smuts was underestimating his (R's) strength in Parliament. 
In tline he was sure that it would be possible to turn the Govt. out. 

G KDNXM«~ I asked if' this implied 
that there was no question of this being done immediately. He agreed 
that this was so. I said: IISO it will have to be a matter of trench 
warfare." "Yes" , he replied, limy cavalry charge ends tomorrow." 

Gen Smuts then proceeded and emphasised the importance of the im
mediacy of the ejectment of the Government. This he said was of the es
sence of any arrangement •. He stated that it would not be possible for 
him to go further than the Johannesburg offer, i.e. Mr. Roos as second 
man in the Cabinet and three of his Nationalist fol lowers as Ministers. -There would no doubt have to be a Labour man too, but the S.A.P. would, 
if need be, out of its? 

~~. Roos said that it appeared to be necessary to accept the posi
tion that agreement was not possible at present. Gen. Smuts said that, 
while this was so, he had no doubt that the logic of facts would make it 
essential to have an agreement later. 1fuen it came to an election the 
anti-Governmentf'orces could not be allowed to oppose one another. With 
three parties fighting no party would emerge in such a position that it 
could form a strong Government, and a Coalition would be almost inevit
ably a result. 

With this Mr. Roos appeared to agree. Gen. Smuts said that we must 
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continue to keep this in view, and that in particular we on our side 
should do what we can to ensure fair play for Mr. ROos's supporters 
since they would bear the brunt of heavy attacks. 

He referred in this connection to themotion in favour of a National 

Government of which he intended to give notice tomorrow, and to the in
tention of one of Mr. ROos's supporters - probably Mr. Louw Steytler -
to move a similar motion, and expressed the hope that with a view to the 
possibility of future cooperation it would be possible to obtain a uni
ted front. He suggested thst Mr. Steytler's motion should be moved as 
an amendment to his own in such a way that they and we could vote to
gether. Mr. Roos said that in view of the fact that no agreement had 
been reached this was a matter on which he would have to consult his 
followers. 

The question was raised of a communication being made to the Press. 
It was suggested that this might take the form of a simple statement 
that there had been a discussionsbetween Gen. Smuts and Mr. Roos and 
that these would be continued. Mr. Roos however indicated that he pre
ferred that nothing should be said to the Press since he felt that the 
matter had to be looked at in the light of several considerations. The 
discussion then terminated. 
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