
Mr. Alan Paton, 
'Poc H TB Settlement, 
Post Office !ox 27, 
Botha's Hill, Natal, 
South Africa. 

lily dear Alan; 

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS 
PUBLISHERS 

597 FIF'TH AVENUE , NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

October 20, 1953 

It's good to hear from you again, and excellent news that you 
are willing to do the Christmas article for the Chicago Tribune. In answer 
to your inquiry, you are right in feeling that the article should, directly 
or indirectly, be relevant to Christmas and to the present world situation. 
And, by the way, I find that I was wrong about the number of words wanted. 
The Tribune people now tell me that they would like not less than 200, nor 
more than 500. Perhaps this will lighten your task. The article would 
have to be in the hands of the Chicago Tribune not later than November 10. 

I know your difficulty in connection with doing the article for 
The Atlantic. Could you perhaps let them have an article a little later on? 
Ed Weeks Is such a tremendous admirer of yours, and The Atlantic does reach 
a very important sector of readers. 

My dear Alan, how could you, even for an instant, wonder whether 
Charlie and I were disappointed over the reception of the book. It has had, 
on the Whole, a magnificent reception. There has never yet been a book pub
lished that didn't get some harsh reviews -- and a writer's second book, es
pecially if he has been eminentlY successful, draws to itself, here and there, 
the kind of review which has its roots in envy. Neither Charlie nor I regard 
sales in themselves as the most important index of success -- but it does hap
pen to be the case that at this moment Too Late the Phalarope is the best-selling 
novel in the United States. UnfortunatelY, the book business has gone into a 
slump and no fiction is selling as it did, say, two or three years ago. 

I am sending on your letter to Mr. Markowitz. 

Charlie sends you his warmest good wishes and his congratulations 
on the almost universal acclaim which has greeted the book. I add mine to his. 

As e;~ 

P.S. We are forwarding to John Barkham your letter to him, 
just received:---

~. 


