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The Secretary, 
Edinburgh House Freas, 
2. Eaton Gate, 
LONDON S. W.I. 

Dear Mr. Appleton~ 

P.O. Box 27, 
BOTHA '8 HILL, 
Natal, 
South A:t'rica. 

5th February, 1954. 

I enclose copy of a letter written by me to Miss 
Douglas on December 9, 1953. I have not yet received any 
reply from her, so I do not know if she ever tried to get 
any confirmation of Mr. Anderson's o££er to return to me 
all the dramatic rights, except those of' LOST IN THESTARS. 

I should like to t ell you confidentially that it 
is almos t impof;slble to get any reply f'rom Mr. Andersou" as 
I know, at one time, his wife used to put much of' his corres
pondence into the f'ire "t11thout ever showIng it to him. It 
is true that I still have the original letter which Mr. Ander
son wrote to me;. but I do not believe this ·to be binding 1n 
any way on the Playwrights' Company. They could, presumably 1 

get an interdict ag!linst Miss Douglas tomorrow. 'Io rt~ply 
categorically to your question, yes, I do think that the Play
wrights' Company consider tlley have the }JIJrfurming rights in 
any dramatic version of' CRY, THE BELOVED COUNTRY. 

You as!~ what I could do to help you t o get a sim
ilar perrnission for amateur perf'ormances by Church bodies in 
Great Britain.. I nhould be quite willIng to help you, but I 
do think that you should first find out what Miss Douglas did 
about the suggestions made in IIW letter of' December 9. If 
she has already taken such steps, then we should only be con
:tusing the matter further by taking any others., 

If there is any other information which I can give 
you, I shall be glad to do BO. 

Yours sincerely, 


