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CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS 

<I 
PUBLISHERS 

597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Januur'J 30, 1943 

Dear ~;~r. Paton: 

If you have had any concern about the critical reception of "Gry, 
The Beloved L.;ountry", these enclosures should dispel it. The reviews from 
the newspa.pers and the letters from the booksellers are all that one could 
desire, especially that appearing in the New York Times. That we are re
ceiving reviews so early before publication is due to the s pecial effort 
that our sales department h",-s Ulade. VIe sent advance copies to the quar
ters ,-;hic:h v!e thought would be the most advantageous as soon as they ~I!ere 

ava,ilable. Vie are also sending a night letter, quoting the review from 
The Christian Herald to some forty religious bookstores, with the end to 
enlist the attention of the retailers, which is difficult to attract in 
the multiplicity of titles with which they are confronted. But at least 
it seems to have ac(;omplished th£tt purpose. The other chief obstacle for 
a novel is the competition of the book clubs, which publish their selec
tions in half-million lots and with much fanfare. The public to a con
siderable extent is guided by the choice of the clubs to the consfquent 
disad~ntage to a first novel. 

It is obvious from these comments on the story that the readers 
have been profoundly moved and have been able to translate their feelings 
into adequate words v..~1ich is not always the case however much the reviewer 
may have liked the book. 

The New York Times and The Hero.ld Tribune, especially the former, 
are prob':.l bly the most import3.nt media in this country. And the "Times 
Book Review", 7'.'hich is printed with their Sunday edition has a ve!".! l a rge 
circulation outside New York vity, I think I have seen figures as high 
as seven or eight hW1dred thousand, and is looked to by those who advise 
libra.ries, schools, a.nd clubs of their book purchB.ses of one sort and another. 
So I am glad they have done it the justice it deserves. 

So it Y'Jould seem tha.t we have at least surmounted the first 
hazard and can feel that we are eff to an unusually fine start. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~~ 
L.;D : Bj I 
To Mr. Alan Paton 


