
p.o. Box 1567, 

JOHANNESBURG. 

10tll June, 1947. 

Dear Mr. Perkins, 

Many thanks for yonr letter of May 14th. 

I received a letter from the African Bookman, 
Publishers at Cape' Town, which I attach as Enclo
sure (1). To this I have replied as per Enclosure 
( 2) • 

I also received a letter from Mrs. Nan Rons
heim, which is Enclosure (3). Mrs. ~onsheim is 
not known to me except through her work, and I 
am fOI'Warding a copy of her letter as a courtesy. 
Her work is competent, and well-known in South 
Africa, but I told her that the deciSion in such 
a case must rest with you. She is writing to you. 

And now for the anti-climax. If you thought 
it valuable to shorten Book 111, I would do so by 
elim1nating the second and third viSits of the 
small boy to Kumalo, and by eliminating the pen
ult1mate chapter, and cutting do~n the last. 

I could achieve a still more drastic recon
struction by limiting Book 111 to 

~~~ 
( c) 

the return to the valley 
an encounter between Kumalo and Jarvis 
that would indicate something of what 
Jarvis bad done 
a conclusion 

This last suggestion I believe bas the great 
defect that 1t is really a grave departure from 
the author's original intention. I th1nk in fact 
that if there is to be any cbange at all, it must 
consist merely in the shortening of Book 111. 

You have however taught me something. I shall 
certainly watch out for it in the future. The 
climax 1s clearly discernible in e.g. Brothers 

/1faramazov 
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Karamazov. But I had oertainlY railed to reoognise 
the ~portance or its placing and timing . Do you 
lay it down as a general rule, or when do you make 
exceptions? And suppose the climax is not a 
dramatio climax ~ or is that impossible? It simply 
never entered my mind that the trial of Absalom 
Kumalo was the climax of the book. 

Yes, I wish too that we could have met more 
often. You will be interested to know that you 
persist in my mind, and that I have a premonition 
that we shall meet again in the unspeakable and 
incommunicable prison of this earth. I am doing 
my duty here, and there is a rumour that I may be 
offered the Directorship of South African Prisons. 
Ir I take it, I shall never write anot her book, for 
I am not big enough ror t wo kinds of creative work. 
My one and only book fl as written when I WAS freed 
for a time from res~onsibility. 

And I believe I could write another book. I 
could wiite it now if I were freed, and it will be 
about South Africa as you command. I try to take 
your advice not to count on anything , but in my 
heart I hope I Shall make enough from this book to 
liVe on for t wo years. Then I ehall write something 
for you which shall be superior in craftsmanship 
at least to "Cry, the Beloved Country." 

I close with my warm regards. 

Your s sincerely 

---
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