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In the soil 
are 'life 

and 'death 
i 
i 

i 
SOUTH AFRICA, I have 

always thought, judg
ing from Roy' Camp
bell and William 

~lomer,was a good place for 
a writer to have come from, 
but a bad place for him to 
live. But now I have re
vised my opinion. as a result 
of reading two books. 

)} 

'The first is a novel by Alan 
Paton, called CRY, THE BE· 
LOVED COUNTRY (C ape, 
9s. 6d.), and it's about thc 
most important problem ot our 
time, soil-conserva tion. That 
sounds a stodgy ' theme for a 
stor7, but in fact, you will read 
206 of its 263 pages before you 
start to get a clue that 'that is 
what the book's about. 

sn Aan:'o~h':~~ tf~e ch~~a~~~ ':r 
the Rev. Stephen Kuma!o, of St. 
Mark'. Church, Ndotshenl, Natal., 
tha~ you'll realise that soil ero
sion and soil conservation are 
not abstract nouns to be found 
only in ,blue books and the mouth 
of Sir John Boyd Orr, but be. 
tween them lies living and dying, 
health, happiness and disease. 

Paton's style has the simplicity 
nf the Bible : his theme the 
heroic tre.tment of Steinbeck', 
.. Grapes of Wralh," Stephen 
Kumalo is called to Johannes· 
burl! by the Rev. Theophilus Msi
mangtl, because hJs sister js in 
trouble. He wants also to flnd 
out about his ' brother and hi. 
son. e.ch of whom has l!one to 
the IIreat city and vanished. 

spTr~rs s!~~r ~~r tro~ck~~/n ¥'h': 
brother has become a politiCian, ' 
The son has turned ' thicf and 
finalLY commits a murder. The 
man he murders is a white man. 
a nel!rophile, the son by chance 
of the white farmer close to 
Kumalo', church , at Ndotsheni. 

Stephen Kuma!o is a very sim
ple. man the most convjncin~ 
sainI' In Rction, He doe .. all that 
he can and then he return. to his 
villa"e wilh his son's wite and 
their unborn child. His Instincl 
is to recreate the tribe, the efTects 
of whose breakinl!-up he has 
aeen in Johannesbur". 

The (ather of the murdered 
man, Ull then a very ordinary, 
decent farmer, has also returned 
changed by his experience. He 
resoives to CArry on the work of 
his remArknble 80n. and he does 
so In collaboration with Kumalo, 
the father of his 80n·. murderer. 

Paton is a man of -45 and this 
book Is his IIrst novel. If It Is his 
only one, he will still have taken 
his place in the history of South , 
Africa beside Olive Schreiner 
and Sarah Ger\rude Millin. ' But 
it, as I suspect, he has a lot more 
10 write about, there may be here 
a new novelist of international 
atature. , 


