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Here, at last, is a fictional picture of 
Anglicanism and the priesthood that is 
understanding, sympathetic, and spirit
ually profound. That alone would be 
distinction in a field inhabited by tissue
paper parsons and impossible religious, 
but it is only incidental to the excellence 
of Paton's book. 

It is the story of a native African 
priest who journeys from his mission in 
the hills to J ohannesbu rg in search of 
his wayward son. It is . also the story of 
South Africa - of the native, exploited 
like the land itself in this country where 

I he is still in the majority - of the na-

I 
t~onalist Afrika~er, stubbornly': provin
CIal and determllled to have ' thlllgs as 

, they were - of the Englishman, dis-
turbed, conscientious, but too often in
effective. This is the material of trag- . 
edy, of a thousand individual tragedies 

/

like that of the Rev. Stephen Kumalo. 
But Paton has not written a sociolog

ical tract. Nor is it properly a tragedy, 

I except to one who could call the . Cross 
a tragedy. He calls it "a story of com

I fort in desolation." It is more than that. 
It is a story of spiritual triumph, deeply 
compassionate, profoundly Christian. It 
is also a picture of the priestly character, 

I not as it always is but as it ought to bt. 
I Stephen Kumalo is a true follower of the 
Good Shepherd. His search ends in out
ward failure, but he does not return 
,with empty arms. 

I A word should be ' said about style. ' 
I The author has made considerable use 

of Zulu idiom, including a number of 
. native words for which he provides a 
1 glossary. This is not the handicap it 

might be. The dialogue has a simplicity 
which is very effective, and there are de
scriptive passages of great beauty. 
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