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faIrly wIth the oppressors, a showlllg up of the 111- ~ "-fF'-" L 0 ....... ~ .. fo../~-.cI.~ , 
justices of the courts while asserting the integrity' 'PIt) .-) 
of the individual judge, the portrayal of a saintly 
character who is not above giving away to the 
temptations of other men-these are some of the 
revelations of life that Alan Paton, distinguished 
writer of the distinguished CRY, THE BELOVED 
COUNTRY, gives to a reading public that is seilrch-
ing for meaning in a time of contradictions. Says 
Mr. Paton, through his analysis of Stephen Kumalo, 
his protagonist, there is meaning in Ii fe for those 
who have the courage to look for it. 

Kumalo is the nati ve priest of N dotsheni in a 
mountain valley of the Zulu country. The bare _ _ ____ 1 

hillsides that his· poverty stricken village overlcoks I 
tell a tale of the break up of the native tribes, of the 
abandonment of the farms and migration to the city, 
and of the consequent deterioration of the people and I 

the soil. For the white men who have separated the 
natives fr0111 their tribal culture have provided no 
safeguards in return. In his own family Kumalo 
sees his son and sister as victims of the break up, 
and his own Ii fe work is threatened with dissolution 
because of the family tragedy. But he remall1S at 
his post, not through any trick of circumstance or 
of clever writing on the part of Mr. Paton, but 
because with prayer and in humility he has kept 
himself from hating his oppressors. His sorrow 
at losing his son he uses to understand the SOtTOW 
of the man who might have proved his enemy. 

Kumalo's relation with Jarvis, the landowner, is 
the vindication of the theory that, humbly and with 
many failures yet never giving up, Kumalo has 
taken as the guide for his Ii fe, "to hate no man, 
and desire power over no man." His son is the 
murderer of Jarvis' son, yet it is Jarvis, the one 
man more than any other that he might have been 
counted on to hate and to wish to control, who C01l1es 
to KUl11alo's rescue in the end. 

The compassion, throu~h pain, that the two mcn, 
for all their ignorances, feci for each other, was 
possible because both wcre honest and humble and 
had courage. Even when the bishop tells Kumalo 
that he should leave his parish because of the scandal, 
Kumalo dares face the pain of it and, believing that 
he should go, he reconciles himself to this last great 
surrender. If an ignorant Zulu can rise to these 
heights, what of other men? I 

Mr. Paton's conclusion is not obviously derived, 
for his thesis is that power corrupts, and Kumalo 

. from a worldly point of view had not far to fall. But 
Jarvis had, and with all the means at his command ; 
for defending his position-wcaIth, education, the I 
law-and with the most terrible occasion for hate 
that one man could have against another, he s'till 
refuses to use his power. dishonestly. When by 
keeping silent he could have let Kumalo believe that 
his son's death in Johannesburg was the cause of his 

I wife'ssubseCjuent death, he writes the old man: "You 
should know that my wife was suffering before we I 

went to Johannesburg." 
This kind of honesty-that is so easily blurred ' 

over-is, I think, the essential strength of this re- , 
markable book. For it enables its author, a master : 
of satire, to write without bitterness of the evils 
that he sees. "There is not even good farming , 
without the truth ," says the young demonstrator to
wards the end of the book. Mr. Paton's subject 
is the v.'hite man's exploitation of the blacks. He 
spares . no detail in putting the facts before his 
readers. And he calls on those responsible to right 
the evils that their actions have set in motion. But 
he shows also that the exnloiters in .um.llo~sil..t-,iu.nL::is.Lit;litl1.llc.s:e",s _____ _ 

c _____ ~ _ O __ ! _ _ _ ./ 



dealing with the kind of people and situations that 
appear in our Lord's parables. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that his language should approach the 
simplicity and power of the New Testament. B\1t 
his style-sparse, lucid, penetrating, and dramatizing 
some of the most poignant scenes in fiction-does 
not merely reflect the attitude of his characters be
cause those attitudes are already his own. _ They 
and he have arrived at the same point by different 
paths. For the black people Mr. Paton writes about 
are simple because they have not been exposed to 
sophistication, he because he has left it behind him. 
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