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Alan Paton. ,Tonathan Cave, 9~ , 6<1. 
A gooe! time aftcr this book had L~en 

ha iled jll Alllcrica llnd elsewhere O\'e r, 
~ea s, as II great anel imprC'ssh'c novel 
" bout South _\frira, t he Jonathan Cap" 
edit ion has arri"eel for South Afri cans 
to r (>,t(l. I t is often 1I0t po • .;ible tfJ 
rely t oo el,,~cly upon foreign opinion ill 
" timate, oj their worth of hooks UpOIl 
Sonth Afril'a ior works that ll1i ,~hl 
impress outside obseners do not a lwa,"s 
;.,tand np to the , earchlight.of local 
knowlc<l;!c. Bllt thi ~ book is clititl ed 
to he ealll'd II great book in any conn , 
t r.,-, anywh el'l" It has d<,f'p trnth, und 
simpl icitv and directn e~" that. come frolll 
profounc( understanding", and it carri c~ 
a forC'efnl llll' ~ ~ll ge that is concealed 'in 
1 he wri ting of it and tha t clnerges 
indirec tly an,l no t at the in~ist ('ne,' oj 

the antIior . 
. Th" story tlte book t ells i, appa.rentl" 

with ont o;;pcl'ial mark. It i~ a 1I0"el of 
traged.v in the :\"1l.th'e '1'lIIrter of Johan· 
neshurg, of a country ZlIlu parson'~ 
jonrnev to t.he rit" to find a l05t son 
imd a ' Iost sister, and of the desolation 
that . o\"Crtake~ him when he see.; how 
one ha s dri ft ed into crime ant! has gone 
far enough to commit munier, lind ' the 
oth!'r has droppI!d into the ea5.1" path .. 
of loose li\,jll:~. Dramatica lly the old 
f'a r~ou'. weary path crosse. - the path 
of the father of the mnrdered mlln . 

It i. the telling of the story 
t.hat mak es the hook n moving and 
mem <trable on e. In an uuusnal medinm 
-an Anglicised account of the way 
Zulu peoples talk with each other, aud 
regard e"euts and ~urrent affllirs­
Alan Paton a!'hie ,' es an atmosphere of 
rea lism and effect that would probably 
not 1)(' seen red in lilly other wa~' , Ami 
the IlI lIgnage iR artistically deligh tfu l 
throughout. Paton '.s touch is uelicah' 
and 5'lre. and hi~ sentences are sharp 
and clear, There iR n Mn5tant image 
of the e\'ents he describes. 

Th ese things can be sa id of mnny 
book~. Bnt rare l" C:lU t.he" he said 

lfot1l(rtlla t denl with thheJaUon~ 
shill b()tween 10 million Natives an'(1 
t.wo million w!lites, wloere the large 
number is a fundament.ally distllrloed, 
Ilnscttl ed, leallerless ma ss, Alan Paton 
iR essentially fair. He lets the world 
~ee with an in cisi"e skill the way th e 
triiJalisation of the Xative is being 
loroken down :lJld th e wny Hoth iug is 
being don e to rcplnee it: nothing, thnt 
is , ontside the isolated and individual 
efforts ofmcn h(' rc :t lid orgnnisations 
tllere. If the bool< canies an in<,~c~p· 
ahle air of futilit v ahout it and of 
serious warning a n.] :l great fenr, it i8 
the W:ly Alan Paton "iews it, and t he I 

way a great lIIany thinking people 
view it "'hen thev reduce t.ho Native 

'I probl em to the fu;,dam elitals. 
Who is Alan Pat.on ~ He b II ~()IIt.h 

"frictlu, hom in :lIarit7.hurg 4;') years 
ago, H e was a t eacher in ~oun try­
Natal a nd for 12 years was pdJJc ipal 
of Diepkloof Reformatory, .Johan JJos , 
burg, an institutiou for delinquent 
African boys. So he knows with 
empir ica l k nowledge what he is writing 
_a.!!Q!!!,. __ 
• Some will r l':1l1 ti, j ~ book tor its 
revealing huma n tlrnm:t, its exquisite 
'lxpressioll, its powerfu l narrative ant} 
its quaiJlt homeliness, Others wjJJ S'! e 

in it the great socinl docllment of Ollr 
most deep·sea tcd nationa I problem. 
1-'or both cntegorics, however. the book 
will hav e II message or sympath y and 
Idn dliness tow:nds a childlike people 
groping in the darlmess, Rllt th e 
spirit of f enr obtrndeil remorsel essly 
bccause the child like people is 
possessed of the latent strength of A 
giant. Mai nly tIle hook con cen t r::lt (' ~ 
011 t he sa ull css of ,J IHl i.Jrc:ilij,lIg up ,, " 
'n people's wily of li ving, tho s(ulnes! 
of the SigDS that are presented daily 
in newspaper aecountR of this c riml' 
a ni! t.hat. tJ'a~ed:". Alnn Pilton slim" 

I up : 
"S:l(ln css a,"1 [ ('ar :lnd IllIt e . how 

th ey well up i II th e ' heart :111(1 mind 
wIH' nc" c r ouo opC' us the pages of these 
messcngC'rs of doo ll o. Cry for t he 
hrok cn tribe, for th(' Inw and the 
cus tom that is gOlle. A~'e, :Ine!' cry 
[lIouIl f O I' the man ",II(> is dend, for tlo e 
womnll :lIl<l I'hil.lr<, n heren ved. Cr,'" 
th e hcloyed COlilltr.' ·, Ihesc thillg~ are 
not ~' et at nil enrl. The SIIIl pOllr,. 
dowlI Oil the ca rtl., all Ih" 100'el." Inll,1 
thl1t mllll (':111110t <, njo:' , He 11110"'" ' 
onl y Ih e fea r of hi~ hl'nrt ." 


