
COPIES OF NOTES ON CRY,THE BELOVED COUNTRY 

Dear Zack, 
Congratulations! Your colleagues past and present are so pleased over the outstanding per

formance of Cry, ,The Beloved Country; 
The adaptation of the play was excellent. Both Laura and you must have experiencaLa sense 

of deep satisfaction. 
The players who gave evidence of your sensitive guidance merit commendation for the manner in 

which they interpreted and presented the characters. 
The memory of my first evening in the Laura Shaw Theatre will linger. 

Sincerely, Bess Stinson 

Dear Eleanor and Zack, 
Thank again for the privilege of seeing your beaytiful production of Cry, The Beloved 

Country. We liked your choice of passages, the charouses the setting, the timing everything 
I told my m9fher it was really a religious experience. You really brought out the sheer music 
of Paton's p\as~and the timely seriousness of his theme. Of course, the theatre is a perfect 
tribute to Miss Shaw. We were so glad she was there again Friday night. 

Thanks again for the courtesy of complimentary seats for an outstanding experience. 
Sincerely, Pearl and Ralph 

Dear Zack, 
I was frustrated and perturbed at the criticism by Don Carlson in the Gazette of your per

formance for CrYk The Beloved Country. I am an average attendant of the theatre and believe 
I could have directed compliments to several areas with sincerety. 

I was impressed with the choral work - for first night, I am sure everything sharpened up 
after that. That which pleased me most was the selections of this book and writing a play 
from it for this occasion. It was so right for Laura. 

Regardless of the printed critique, there are many mental ones made that are much more 
favorable. Some of these you will never hear but accept mine. 

Sincerely, Frances Haines 

Dear Yack York, 
Last evening I had the priviledge of attending the performance of Cry, The Beloved Country 

and its spell is still hanging about me today. It was beautiful -- just beautiful -- so quiet -
so thoughtfully done. 

I had read the book with pleasure but that was little, compared to hearing the words so 
beautifully spoken by our young people. I am still feeling the father's sorrow and bewilder
ment -- still feeling the beauty of the land as expressed by the first speaker -- still feeling 
the fear of bondage -- the bondage of fear. Thanks for a wonderful evening. 

Catherine Lawson 

Dear Zack, 
Forgive my being so slow to write and tell you how pleased we were to be able to visit 

the lovely new Shaw Theatre and see the fruits of your magnificent creativity, the sensitive 
presentation of Cry, The Beloved Country. Zack, you truly captured the heart and mood of the 
story and portrayed it with such a resounding impact. You succeeded in capturing both the 
beauty and music of the story as well as the shattered social stability without sacrificing the 
integrity of the novel (a feat so seldom accomplished). 

It was quite a shock to both of us to realize how contemporary to our society and its social 
disturbances "Cry" really is. 

Your students showed the results of your excellent direction -- they truly were the charac
ters of the story. 

Time and exposure will -- in fact, it can't help but multiply the appreciation for your 
sensitive and true portrayal of the novel. 

Congratulations, Zack, for a creative expression very beautifully written and executed! 
Thanks again for such a fine ~xperience. 

Fondly, Ardis and Don 
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Dear Zack, 
All last week I intended writing to you--to express my appreciation for the play. It was 

simply wonderful: so moving--so effective--and very beautiful. I had loved the book, -- I 
fearedl But you surpassed all my hopes. I was delighted to have the beauty of language ~ustain, 

The staging was most effective, and I was absorbed with the minuti~of its business .. 
I hope there will be an opportunity to repeat it -- it's so timely. Congratulations on a 

very satisfying experience! 
Sincerely, Nadia 

Dear Zack, 
Just a word to let you know how much I enjoyed your play at Shaw's new playhouse. 
It renewed my faith in the stage as a medium for communicating serious ideas, and provoking 

thought on something besides sex which seems to be all mass medium theatre can do. 
I'm glad you had the energy, talent and courage to tackle a problem of modern life. I'm 

sure there are many who will protest having to think a bit about the basic realities of good and 
evil, hope and despair, frustration and rededication that mingle in all man's lives which you 
brought our very well. 

They, I'm sure, prefer the easy answer of blanket blame. To ask the sinned against to re
cognize some good in their aggressDrs takes courage in these days of Black Power, White Super
iority ~- and I'm sure -- invited criticism, if not condemnation, from both extremes. 

But someone must call attention to the wheat in the chaff, and I'm happy that you showed 
that it can be done through the theatre. Thanks for a most rewarding, reassuring, and pleasant 
evening. 

Most sincerely, Burnie Bauer 

Dear Zack, 
So bften I keep putting off writing notes I really want to write because it seems one 

ought to take the time -- or wait for the moment of eloquence! -- to say what he wants to say 
really adequately and with the force and sincereity he really feels for the subject. What 
usually happens then (to me, anyway) is that I never get it said at all. 

I won't wait any longer for that right moment -- this is already long over-duel It's about 
Cry, the Beloved Country. (Remember?) 

Your interpretation of one of my favorite (for many years) books was to me superb. Leonard 
felt as I did. To me it was just exactly what Alan Paton was trying to communicate to us in 
his beautiful book -- out of his long and priceless experience. The solemnity and sincereity 
of the chorus; the convincing acting; the quiet nobility and restraint of some; the super
ficiality with no really evil intent, of others; the preserving of the style of language; 
the perfectly natural smoothness with which you carried us through many changes of scenes and 
situations. These are just a few of the things I would like to have mentioned in a well
organized letter to you. Instead, I've settled for scribbling a note and kind of making a 
partial list. 

Sometimes, I feel the real reason we don't write good comments and letters of appreciation, 
etc, to people is that after we start thinking them all through or see some of them down on 
paper we start feeling very humble about sending off such things to trained and experienced 
people. Like shaking hands with an expert speaker and saying that was a fine speech. 

Anyway, Zack, I'm sure you know now that we thought your :)play and its production was 
tremendous and that it did something to us and to many, many people. 

Sincerely, Dortha Kercher 
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