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Bradfors Lodge, 

Ray Park Road, 

I~.iaidenhead • 

Tel: LTaidenbeud 1856. 26th iVIarch, 1949. 

Deur Ill'. Zol tan Korda, 

I 'have just finished "Cry, the Beloved Country II , and 
tbough I shall be seeing you on Tuesday morning I feel that 
I must let you know at once that I think it is a magnificent 
book. I }Jave not read a book for a long time the,t moved me 
so much. It is a plot of the very greatest power expressed 
in superb .J.<,'nglisb. The book rises fur above the mere 
dramatisation of the South African native question. All the 
situations are universal and the language in its classical 
simplicity is8.1so universal. rrhe feeling behind it is 
tremendous, and there is not one cliche or vulgar conunonplace 
in the whole. nor is there a superfluous line or any :r;adding. 
It goes forward with a thoroughbred delicate pace, intensely 
alive and always very beautiful. If the essence of it can be 
preserved in a film version, it will make b. film of the 
widest posoible appeal. But to get the script right will not 
be an easy task. The social and political ipeas behind the 
book are never directly expressed or stated but are, as it 
were, bye-products of the drama and emotion. Though we are told 
very little about the facts of the i1utive question, we 
unde rstand it perfectly at the end. If the film can attain 
the same emotional ii1tensity as the book, it will also succeed 
in conveying the social and political ideas without saying much 
about them. 

I shall be very interested to do all in my power to get 
the script as perfect as possible or do a ny other thing you may 
'dish to colla borate in laying a foundation for the film. If 
you can succeed in retaining the emotion in the bo ok, you will 
ma}ce a film which will move the world. 

I look forwa rd to 8eein =: you on Tuesday at 11. 45 . 

Yery sincerely, 

( 8i~ned ) r:IAURICE COLIlIS. 


