
My dear Alan, 
• 

Pc I J 1 } r~ } :i / q.g 

FROM THE RIGHT REVEREND ROY COWDRY 

S T . CUTHBERT' S RECTORY. 

24 WESTBOURNE ROAD, 

PORT ELIZ ABETH, 

32526. 

10th December, 1970 

Thank you for your letter. I don ' t quite know what you mean 

by the "Capetown Diocesan minute books" . The minute books of the 

various Diocesan Boards would, I think , reveal nothing of interest 

about Geoffrey; nor, I t hink, would the minutes of Synods, for 

the~re in no sense a Hansard. 

As regards your qu,stions: 

1. Geoffrey always gave up smoking for Lent, so he would certainly 

have given it up for 36 hours before he died! I do not recollect 

that he had given it up for some months. 

2 . I have no knowleage of the scroll presented to him in Chesterfield. 

3. L. B. Greaves rings bells, but I can't place him. Are you 

suggesting that Geoffrey was given to flagellation? Or are you 

suggesting that he used to fight people in the chapel? My bedroom was 

immediately above the chapel , and I used to hear pretty well what went 

on there . During Lent, and particularly during Passiontide , Geoffrey 

would spend a good deal of time reading and praying - mostly in a 

mumble - usually after he had finished work in the study, i . e . quite 

late at night. Geoffrey was, as you know , a curious mixture of 

violence and gentleness; and he had a very emotional side to him -

almost sentimental . I think he used to enter very strongly into the 

sufferings of Our Lord, and I can imagine him hitting his prayer-desk 

with vehemence. I can ' t imagine him hitting himself , He did, of 

course, suffer a good deal of pain; and he didn ' t hesitate to cry out 

at bad twinges . (Of course, I too had (have !) a filthy temper , and 

when he got my goat beyond endurance I used to slam doors just as 

efficiently as he did! But he never struck me, and (to the best of 

my knowledge and belief~ I never struck him. 

4. Geoffrey was a South African Citizen and travelled on a S. A. 

passport. I do kot know what happened to his passport . Probably 

Wallace Brown had it: I don ' t remember. 

Bettie and the boys send their love to you, and we very much 

hope that your wife is quite better now. 

Greetings for Christmas and 1971. h~ +L 


