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A. Paton, Esq. , 
P.O. Box 27d, 
Hillcrest, 
Natal. 

My dear Alan, 

9th . December 1970 

1) You as~ me a whole lot of questions to which I don't 
Know any answers ! The Di ocesan Secr etary is going through 
the files of Diocesan Synod that are here, to see if he has 
the whole lot covering Geoffrey ' s Episcopate. If he hasn't 
they will be in the archives at the University, but I should 
be able to give you a breakdown of this within a few days. 
He is also going to look for the Minutes of the Sacred Synods -
which are now called Clergy Synods. Geoffrey did give brief 
Charges to these Synods, mostly concerned with pastoral matters, 
e . g. I remember him talking, once, about Baptism and Confirmation. 
Whether or not the Mi nute Books contain these Charges I don't know, 
but I should doubt it. Anyway, I will try and let you know 
about this in a few days' time , and whether or not you should 
come up and see them for yourself . 

2) I have talked to Dick about the holiday at Mountain Inn 
but, like me, he is completely useless about dates. It seems 
unlikely that we would have been on holiday towards the end of 
October because Synod always occurred about that sort of time . 
I suppose one way of checking it would be if the Mountain Inn 
had records of the Archbishop's visit there in 1945 or ear ly 1946, 
because I have no idea of the relationship of Temple's death to the 
appointment of his successor. If he was ill some time beforehand 
speculation may, of course , have been going on before he died, 
but I should thin.~ t he Mountain Inn is the best bet for this one . 

3) The inauguration of the C.P. S.C . A. was in May 1955 
but the actual date, again, I can ' t remember. If you would write 
to Miss funica Phillips , the Cathedral Secretary, at Box 9dl, 
Salisbury, she would IE able to give it to you and also, presumably, 
find out for you whether Geoffrey 1s sermon is still extant . 
Alternatively, Ian Maspero , the Diocesan Secretary, Box 7, Salisbury, 
might be even better, as you probably Knew him when he was at 
St. Paul ' s in Durban . 



-2-

u) I remember very well the story of the Church 
that was built as the result of an African's dream. I am 
pretty certain it was an African, and I am also pretty certain 
it was in the Benoni area: but I can't find anyone who remembers 
it, and Dick has no recollection of it at all. However he 
thinKs - and I should thinK he is probably right - that Redvers 
Rouse is likely to know about this. I have since talked to 
Redvers on the telephone and he doesn't remember the story a bit, 
although) as I say, I am certain that I do. However, he told 
me another story about a dream on which Geoffrey apparently 
acted. There ~as a small Church in Doornfontein which was 
entirely for lhosa speaking people, and Geoffrey objected to this 
on the grounds that it was racialism, and closed it down. The 
people from it, for the most part, went to St. Cyprian 1 s but, 
here again, they found a certain amount of racialism in that 
only Zulu and Sechoana were spoken. An African went to Geoffrey 
and said he had had a dream in which the Holy Spirit had told 
him that he was very disappointed in St . Cyprian's because he 
never heard Xhosa spoken there; as a result of which dream 
Geoffrey apparently caused Xhosa and certain other African 
languages to be used at St. Cypeian's. Rouse vouches for 
this, so this apparently is another occasion on which Geoffrey 
acted because of what he felt to be some divine leading. 

~ 
I am sorry to be so unhelpful and ineoprect 

about all the questions you have asked, but I will send you the 
dope about the Synod stuff as soon as I get it from Neil Harrison 
the Diocesan Secretary. 

It really was very good to see you recently. I 
wish we could foregather more often. 

Yours ever, J ~ 

~~. 
~ 


